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SUMMARY

Relevance and research problem. Cross-border relations are formed by various
aspects. This becomes especially relevant in the modern day world where cross-country
borders are symbolically disappearing (i.e. Schengen area) just like cultural borders
(with globalization on its way). However, even in such a world, a possibility of conflict
situations still exists. Sometimes it gets even larger because of the aforementioned
factors. Relations between neighboring countries were always an area of specific tension.
Common history shared by the states is frequently led by discourse of grievance, various
evaluation of situations and the argumentative approach to history. In such a situation, it
is very important how the neighboring countries evaluate each other. The view of one
country’s public on the neighboring country makes a strong impact on that state’s
foreign policy-making. It is also important in the overall political context of international
relations.

Recent years have highlighted the instability of the post-soviet geopolitical space.
The 2014 events in the territory of Ukraine (Russia annexing and occupying Crimea, the
so-called separatist conflict in the Donbass region) have welcomed the hybrid war
conception in the public discourse. The aforementioned confrontations consist not only
of real military actions, but were and are followed currently by strategic operation in the
information sphere. Information and propaganda attack is a part of the hybrid war
strategy. The aggressive actions taken by Russia against Ukraine in 2014-2015 have
shown what role can be played by the views of public on other states or their realities. In
example, the annexation of Crimea was leaded by the Russian propaganda narrative,
which used a myth of a “fascist coup” happening in Kiev (Darczewska, 2014:25).

The example, shown by the most recent events in Ukraine suggests that the view
on Baltic States in the general public discourse of Russia (also created by the Russian
periodical press) can be potentially used as a tool of hybrid or informational aggression
against those states. This is why it is important to study the specifics of those views, its
forming process and to reveal the factors, which affect the changes in those views.

While speaking about the view on a state (or the image of the state) and how it



forms, the role of mass media is exceptionally important. The paradigm of the image of
another state, the view on that country and evaluating it is a part of the general public
opinion. Jurgen Habermas notes that the public opinion is formed in the public sphere,
of which mass media is a component. (Habermas, 1974: 50). Media researches provides
us with an analysis of a fixed view on something — a view, which is synchronized with a
specific historic time-lapse and the condition of its public sphere.

However, a media research alone, without any attention drawn to other context
aspects, would be insufficient if one would like to understand the formed views of one
state on another. Whenever executing such a research, geopolitical aspects should be
brought to attention, especially when dealing with questions, related to countries, which
have survived important geopolitical changes. In this case, it is the post-soviet space (all
of the former Soviet Union area can be attributed to this space, sometimes this term also
includes Easter European countries, which were formerly a part of the Warsaw pact).

The term Geopolitics is linked to two concepts — geography and politics, it is
explained accordingly. The authors of “Baltijos valstybiu geopoliticos bruozai”
(Geopolitical features of Baltic States) specify, that “geopolitics highlight the subjective
factor, e.g. it researches how a state, nation or a separate political institution, uses
specific geographic conditions or a territorial area in general, while executing its
policies”(Laurinavicius and others, 2005: 11). A similar explanation of geopolitics is
presented by Nerijus Maliukevicius. He specifies, “the classical geopolitics thinking
relates geopolitics with geographic territories and trafitional (i.e. diplomatic, military)
possibilities to control those territories” (Maliukevicius, 2008: 12). The collapse of the
Soviet Union and other changes that occurred later should be described as geopolitical
changes, since the territories affected by those factors not only went through a process of
changing a political system, but also endured geographic changes. After the former
Soviet republics have pronounced their independence the territory mentioned before
became divided by the borders of newly created independent states.

A certain part of a power context in the relations between Russia and the Baltic
states has always existed. Looking at the period chosen for analysis (1991-2009), we see

that its beginning is related to a time when Russia and Baltic States have been subjects of



a common geopolitical formation - the Soviet Union. Although nominally the position of
these subjects was equal, but in reality it would be wiser to talk about the relation of
Russia (as a political center) to the Baltic states (political periphery). In the beginning of
the mentioned period, this relation has changed rapidly but the power aspect was still
actual in in the context of this period. Today, Russia and the Baltic States are subjects of
different geopolitical areas, but the neighboring factor sill provides a possibility to talk of
an active interaction between them. The Russian topic is popular in the public sphere
discourse of the Baltic States, same as the Baltic State topic (or separately Lithuanian,
Latvian and Estonian) is actualized in the public sphere in Russia from time to time.

After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia is pursuing to retain its
influence in the post-soviet areca. Edward Lucas emphasizes the special attention of
Russia to the Baltic States. According to him, the Kremlin is especially infuriated by the
loss of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia “the growing economy of those [Baltic States]
countries and their open, lively publicity is a constant and loud contrast to the
authoritarian capitalism of friends on the other side of the border [e.g. in Russia — V.D.]”
(Lucas, 2008: 29).

As Mantas Martisius notes, “Russian geopolitical visions contain a region, where
Lithuania is placed together with other Baltic States and Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) countries” (Martisius, 2010: 137). The view on the Baltic States as of
“former satellites” frequently determine the strategy of Russian relations with Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania. This strategy, described as a humanitarian dimension, is applied
not only to the Baltic States, but to other post-Soviet republics. The essence of it is to
retain the above-mentioned countries in Russia’s area of influence. This is a part of the
aggressive soviet-style policy, with the use of new concepts, such as “Russian world” (a
common identity provided to people living in different states, its main features being the
Russian language (as a mothers tongue), attention to the Russian culture and Russia as
the Motherland (Tishkov, 2007), or the “Eurasian doctrine” (a geopolitical alternative to
the (Western) Europe). This shows a direct interest of Russia to retain its influence in the
post-soviet area, despite the changes that happened in the last two decades (The

“Humanitarian Dimension’, 2009: 8-11).



The aforementioned Russian geopolitical tendency has also affected the direction
of scientific researches. Amongst the studies, aimed to response to the use of
humanitarian dimension, or, in other words, soft power, N. Maliukevicius’ research
“Russian informational geopolicy potential and spread in Lithuania” should be
mentioned first. It analyses “how Russia — a neighboring state, who formerly and
currently massively affects and will affect Lithuania, uses modern power measures in the
post-Soviet area” (Malinkevicius, 2008: 11). This research has revealed the weakness of
Lithuanian informational sphere immunity and the corresponding possibility of Russia to
affect Lithuanian informational space (Ibid: 163).

The collective monography ,,The ,,Humanitarian Dimension* of Russian Foreign
Policy toward Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, and the Baltic States* also speaks of Russians
intention to affect former Soviet Republics, including the Baltic States. It specifies that
the aim of Russian influence is not a post-Soviet relict, but a craving of a new important
role in the sphere of international politics (The “Humanitarian Dimension”, 2009: 314).
Mass media plays a very significant role in the realization of this intention. Russia
actively uses the language factor (a large part of post-Soviet republic citizens knows
Russian language), a well as using mass communication channels to reach its political
goals (Ibid: 325-327).

Although mentioned studies are not directly related with the area of this research,
they provide a possibility to emphasize the relevance of this research. The analyzed
researches show that Russia shows interest in the Baltic States and this interest has a
defined direction. Discussed researches tried to reveal how Russia is acting in foreign
informational space, how it tries to use it to achieve its goals. In this context, a research
on how Russia acts in its own information space is relevant, since working with internal
audience in the context of international politics has other aims, than actions in the
foreign informational space. This is exactly the type of research conducted in this study.

A research of Russian media (in this case — press) would allow revealing the
following questions: What is the character of views regarding the Baltic States that is
formed by the Russian mass media? This question is relevant, since the image formed by

mass media takes solid hold in the public sphere, which mediates between society and



state (Habermas, 1974: 50). The aspect of image entrenchment is also important because,
according to Habermas, the public sphere is where the popular public opinion is being
formed. This aspect shows that the problems of this research cannot be contained by the
boundaries of a standalone mass media research, since the formation of specific public
opinions regarding the situation in Baltic States in Russian media would allow its
government structures secure an internal support of theirs also speak of such processes.
As E. Lucas notes, “Kremlin controlled mass media totally rewrites historical events. So
it comes to no surprise that less than a tenth of young Russians think, that their country
should not apologize to the Baltic States for the Soviet occupation” (Lucas, 2008: 63).

The fact that historical discourse becomes an essential part of the public sphere
agenda is noted by Ramunas Trimakas in his article “Modern historical narrative
reflections in radical Russian journalism”. He highlights that “modern day Russia has
returned Soviet-style state monopoly for “historical truth” and the opponents of such an
order have a foreign policies towards Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. Other
researcherlmost no possibility to publicly voice protest” (Trimakas, 2007: 56). It should
be noted that “manipulation of history becomes an argument for aggression against
neighboring countries” (Ibid: 58).

The provided propositions can be used to base the relevance of the “Image of
Baltic States in Russian periodical press in context of geopolitical changes (1991-2009)”
scientific study. Russia is a large and influential Baltic States neighboring country, with
which Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia share a long and frequently painful common history.
It is important for the Baltic States to know what the trending public opinion is regarding
them in Russia. This research is based upon Russian periodical press. One of the
arguments for choosing this source of information is that written media usually shares a
more in-depth analysis and stronger analytical interpretation of news, rather than the
shallow format of the so-called “fast news” presented on TV (McComb, 2008: 49).

A knowledge of how Russian media view on Baltic States has formed and
changed during the time-lapse from the late Soviet times (1991) to the newest times
(2009) is important in the context of international relations, especially their humanitarian

dimension. The fixation of an image of the Baltic States in Russian periodicals, revealing



its dynamics and better understanding of that image allows better understanding of the
view shared by the Russian government and society regarding the Baltic States. It
provides a possibility to analyze if there is a need to react to aspects of that view and
what that reaction should be.

The communications aspect of this research will allow better knowing Russian
media and revealing the specifics of the image of the Baltic States that is being form. It is
also important to analyze measures through which this view is formed and disseminated.

This problem is not widely researched at the moment. A review of scientific texts
makes it clear that the problem can be looked at from several communication science
points of access. Although it is noted that the research is of an inter-disciplinary origin.
Apart from the communications science aspects, this research is attributable with politics
and historical sciences as well as linguistic written communication and propaganda
studies.

The research problem. Lithuanian scientific space has barely any detectable
studies in regard of the discussed topic. The nearest to it is the article of Migle Mockute
named “Baltijos saliu ivaizdziai tarptautinese visuomenes informavimo priemonese po
istojimo I NATO ir ES” (,,The Images of the Baltic States in the International Media
upon Accession to NATO and the EU*). This article debates regarding how the Western
media view regarding Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia has changed after these states have
joined the main political Western world associations. The researcher has detected that
during the period of 2004-2007, the “Financial Times” and ‘“Economist”
magazines/newspapers have formed a different image of the Baltic States. M. Mockute
notes that Estonia was pictured most positively in publications, the image of Lithuania
was less positive and Latvia was pictured the least positive. Although the general image
of the three Baltic States is quite positive (Mockute, 2008: 35).

M. Mockute has determined that during the mentioned period Lithuanian image
has been damaged mostly by internal political events (the story of President Rolandas
Paksas), the worst for Latvia was its macroeconomic situation and the events, which
damaged Estonia’s image the most was the conflict with Russia because of the takedown

of the monument for the Soviet world war II veterans (The Bronze Soldier) (Ibid: 35-36).
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The researcher notes that the acuity of relations with Russia frequently causes mixed
effect upon the image of Baltic States, although it helps to explain the Baltic States
position regarding various questions, related to these relations.(Ibid: 36)

Other topics that are relevant to the topic of this research are related to various
state scientific spacies.

In 2007, Svetlana Pasti has defended a thesis named “The Changing Profession of
a Journalist in Russia” in the University of Tampere. In it, she reviews the changes in the
profession of Journalist in Russia from the days of the Soviet Union to current times.
Data, collected by S. Pasti in her scientific study, provides a possibility to talk regarding
the general mass media system changes in the Russian Federation. S. Pasti notes that
although a large increase of high-quality and commercial press has been detected in
Russia after the collapse of the Soviet Union (and a corresponding forming of an
independent journalist community), a peculiar regress happened afterwards and a
tendency is fixed, of a journalist loosing its professional independency and forced to act
in the frames of the political subordination) (Pasti, 2007: 16).

A similar type of a scientific study is defended in the University of Sydney by
Margarita Sokolovskaja, who defended her doctoral thesis “National television in Putin’s
Russia”. Although this study focuses on the topic of television channel ownership
problematic in current day Russia (and the concentration of these channels in the hands
of the government or people close to it, during the first President’s V. Putin cadency) it
contains general insights regarding the general mass media situation in Russia. M.
Sokolovskaja notes that “during the period between the 2000 presidential elections and
the first V. Putin cadency end, Russian mass media has lost a high number of freedoms,
which they gained after the collapse of the Soviet Union” (Sokolovskaja, 2011: 60).
According to the researcher, the current day television in Russia executes a function of
consolidating competitive authoritarianism.

These reviewed studies are useful to understand the actual Russian mass media
situation and to reveal the changes it gone through during the years of 1991 to 2009.

Other studies that are relevant to the prepared research context are directly related

to narratives reflecting on the views of countries on other countries.
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In 2008, a collective Latvian university scientists’ study “Manufacturing Enemy
images? Russian Media Portrayal of Latvia” was published. This research included the
period of 2002 to 2005, e.g. the period of time when Latvia (just like Estonia and
Lithuania) has achieved its euro-Atlantic integration goal and has joined the EU and
NATO (2004). The above-mentioned study reviews a period of active geopolitical
changes and how the Latvian image is constructed in Russian mass media.

The editor — Nils Muiznieks states that Russian mass media consistently
constructs a negative image of Latvia, using different topics as he presented it in the
findings of the research (Editor Muznieks, 2008: 161). The main three topics used to do
that are relations with the Russian-speaking community, Latvian view of the history
(Latvian historiographic approach) and joining NATO. These topics are discussed wider.

N. Muznieks notes that the principles of relations with the Russian-speaking
community are described in Russian mass media not only in regards to human rights
violations, but with stressing out that a part of the Latvian Russian-speaking community
are discriminated as a unique “non-citizen” category. Moscow interprets this not only as
an agent of influence, trying (and believing to have the right) to influence Latvian
politics in regards with the Russian-speaking community, but also, as a relieve provider
for members of this community (Ibid).

Latvia is also being positioned as a country, which constantly “attacks” Russia
and the Russian view on history. Amongst the activities classified, as “attacks” are
Latvia’s territorial claims on Russia, and the absence of recognition of “sacral historical
truth about the liberation of Latvia” (The context of world war II). N. Muznieks states,
that such accusations make Russian journalists to try to find respective Latvian position
motifs, but these motifs are usually interpreted in a wrong way and meet the trending
Russian ideological boundaries. According to Russian media, the main motif is “Latvia’s
revenge against Russia” (Ibid).

The findings of this research state that Russian mass media has reacted calmer to
Latvia’s joining the European Union, than it did to Lithuania doing the same (because of
the Kaliningrad transit problem). However, the negative image was formed concerning

Latvian participation in NATO. Latvia was portrayed as a small, weak state, which level
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of democracy does not stand up to the NATO levels. This incident was also presented as
a U.S. intrusion in the Russian area of interest. (Ibid: 162).

It should be also noted that Latvia was pictured in a more neutral fashion or even
positively in regard with topics, related with the nostalgia for the soviet era and the
common history context. A positive reaction was also viewed in topics related to
economics, whenever Russian capital or its interests in Latvia are mentioned.

The above-mentioned research provides valuable knowledge regarding the
Russian mass media’s views on Latvia (and provides a possibility to apply this view
conception to Lithuania and Estonia). However, it is covering a comparatively small
period of the newest history and concentrates heavily on Latvia, but not the general
image of all three Baltic States.

Estonian researcher Heiko Paabo (2011) has investigated different aspects of
conflict narratives in the post-Soviet area. His thesis “Potential of Collective Memory
Based International Identity Conflicts in Post-Imperial Space (Comparison of Russian
Master Narrative with Estonian, Ukrainian and Georgian Master Narratives)” he notes
that the post-empire Russian area contains a potential for large conflicts based upon the
collective memory. H. Haabo notes that “in the space of the former Russian Empire
confrontation over the commonly shared history seem to have become regular
phenomena) (Paabo, 2011: 295).

Another aspect of this thesis is related with the statement that “mostly there is
partial denying by marginalization of the other nation's historical key moment or the
Russian master narrative is silent about these events” (Ibid: 303). H. Haabo makes this
conclusion by researching the narrative of history books recommended for the Russian
school program. It is a likely assumption that the same principle (marginalization or
ignoring) can be used in other country image narrative, which is formed not only by
history books, but also, i.e. Russian media texts.

Considering the specifics of our research we hoped to find more such researches
in Russian academic space, but an investigation revealed that Russian academics find
little interest in the Baltic States. The only related study we found was authored by

Renald Simonian, a thesis named “Socio-cultural transition-period processes in Baltic

13



States and Russia”. This thesis draws quite a lot of attention to the imaging of Baltic
States in Russian mass media.

The researcher finds that Russian mass media has played a notable role in
consolidating the antagonism between Russia and the Baltic States. Russian mass media
helped to form a number of myths and stereotypes in the Russian public consciousness,
relating to the recognition of the post-soviet area. This process was accelerated by the
appliance of double standards for shedding light on the situation in the Baltic States and
CIS republics (Simonian, 2004:11). First, the double standards were used in revealing the
position of the Russian community in Baltic States (especially in comparison with the
corresponding situation in other post-soviet republics). R. Simonian notes, that Russian
media was more eager to silence conflict situations with Russian-speakers in CIS
countries, but “if similar events were found in Baltic States, they were widely and
thoroughly commented, even the smallest incidents) (Ibid: 414). Amongst other
problematic topics, which actively but one-sidedly presented by Russian media was the
relations between NATO and Baltic States, the situation with Russian language and
Russian immigration from the Baltic States.

While providing news from Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, Russia has a
“particular virtual near abroad reality” (Ibid: 428). R. Simonianas accents that this is a
product intended for internal consumption: “Russian public information providers firstly
address their own, internal Russian audience, not the Russian readers living in the Baltic
States. Such a tradition — to separate information for internal use from the information
provided to the outside use has been formed in Russia long ago. The internal use
information, in regards to the Baltic States, consists of long-ago formed ideological
clichés — such as “they won’t survive without us”, “they won’t get anywhere away from
Russia”, - a set of them, which determines our media tone” (Ibid: 447).

The researcher notes that until the ninth decade of the last century the central
Russia media has formed two myths regarding the Baltic States — “one regarding the
nations of the Baltic states, other — regarding their views on Russians” (Ibid: 450). These
myths are negative ones. R. Simonianas emphasizes that they matched Russian public

views on the Baltic States as the reasons of the collapse of the Soviet Union. While
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summarizing the part of the research dedicated to the image of the Baltic States in
Russian mass media, R. SImonianas comes to a conclusion that “A negative view on
Baltic States is shared by the largest part of the Russian public, and in essence it
happened because of the impact of mass media” (Ibid: 451).

A review of the researches grants a possibility to state that authors of studies on
related topics frequently choose a shorter time lapse than we have chosen in our
research. They concentrate their attention on the internet mass media resources. R.
Simonian’s thesis can be noted as an exception, however, even in his thesis; the image of
the Baltic States in Russian media is not his main theme. It shows that the topic in
discussion is currently unexplored properly.

Pilot research. Given the poor research of specified topic and in order to purify
the research topic, the author of this study has conducted a pilot research in order to
reveal the aspects of conflict narrative in Russian mass media texts regarding the Baltic
States (with online media as the subject of this pilot research). The results of the above-
mentioned research were presented in scientific conferences in Lithuania and abroad
(Ukraine, Turkey) and presented in scientific publications'.

Six topics were selected for the pilot research. All of them related to events in
Baltic States, reflecting various conflict situation that chronologically fill in the chosen

2002-2008 time-lapse:

Topic 1. Ethnic minority school reform (2003-2004, Latvia). The aim of the reform is to
promote a more active and wider use of Latvian language in ethnic minority schools.
This reform was actively opposed by Latvia’s Russian community.

Topic 2. Russian fighter plane Su-27 crash in Lithuania (September-October, 2005,
Lithuania). The essence of the conflicting situation — Lithuanian air space violation,
disagreement over the investigation into the incident, aircraft pilot detention.

Topic 3. The situation related to the ,,Bronze soldier monument (April-May, 2007,
Estonia). Reaction to the takedown and relocation of a monument for the soldiers of
Great Patriotic War (also called the “Bronze soldier”) from Tallinn center to the military

cemetary.

! See the Thesis approbation section of this summary
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Topic 4. Soviet symbols legal comparison with the fascist symbolism and prohibition
(July-August, 2008, Lithuania). The Parliament of the Republic of Lithuania has issued a
law prohibiting public display of soviet symbols.

Topic 5. Latvian SS veterans (all times, Latvia). A fierce and active Russian reaction to
the Latvian SS volunteer legion veteran’s events. This is a constantly actualized topic in
the Russian information sphere.

Topic 6. Estonian SS legion veteran activities (all times, Estonia). A fierce and active
Russian reaction to the Estonian SS volunteer legion veteran’s events. This is a

constantly actualized topic in the Russian information sphere.

During the pilot research it has been determined that in the virtual (internet)
Russian information sphere, texts forming a negative image of the Baltic States are not
predominate, although the negative image lines are more vivid, better shaped and
formed, then neutral telling of the events in the Baltic States.

Separate narratives of Estonia, Latvia or Lithuania vary little between themselves.
It shows that Russia’s view on separate Baltic States is alike in its essence, so
distinguished narratives were evaluated as separate parts of one narrative regarding the
Baltic States.

Baltic States are pictured as hostile towards Russia. The most frequent are
accusations of Russophobia, attempts to rewrite history (this allegation is related to the
history of the Second World War and the evaluation of Soviet era). A higher Russian
position is emphasized in relations with Baltic States. Baltic States are named as unequal
partners of the Russian Federation. Russia itself takes an important role in the created
Baltic States image. It is frequently pictured as an active participant of a conflict, even
when internal Baltic State affairs are being discussed. It has been noted that in
corresponding narratives, current day Russia is related and compared and identified with
the Soviet Union. In this context, doubts regarding the veracity of the soviet history
version are assigned as acts of russophobia and trying to bite Russia.

The essential conclusion of the pilot research is as follows: Russian internet mass

media uses propaganda attacks and measures known long before, to create a negative
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image of the Baltic States. The negative image of the Baltic States in massive conscience

of Russia’s public becomes a general image, since Russian informational space has no

counterparts.

While comparing the thesis to the pilot research, it can be noted that the thesis is

focused not only on conflict situations, but also on the neutral (non-conflict) case

analysis. Given the aspects of the researched time-laps, the study object has been chosen

as the Russian periodical press.

Study scientific tasks:

Formulate hypotheses for an empiric research, taking the evolution of Rus-
sian media and its’ models’ peculiarities as well as the dynamics of rela-
tionship between Russian Federation and Baltic States during 1991-2009 in
account;

After the analysis of agenda-setting and framing theories, as well as an im-
age to view ratio, determine the structure of the image that is formed in
published texts and create its structure model;

Analyze if Russian periodical press view on Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
differ or is it a united view on all three countries (a view of the Baltic
States as a monolithic geopolitical formation);

Apply Girardet’s (2007) political myth typology and propaganda technique
summary (Hobbs, McGee, 2014) and investigate what modern (political)
myths and propaganda techniques are used while forming Russian periodi-
cal presses view on the Baltic States;

Create a summary of concepts related to the researched period section,

which form the view on the Baltic States in Russian periodical press.

Defended statements. A completed review of scientific literature and an

implemented pilot research allow making the following defended statements:

1.

Disagreement on evaluating the common historical past and complex bilat-
eral relations between Russian Federation and Lithuania, Latvia and Esto-
nia are the cause of the appearance of negative view elements in Russian

periodical press publications dedicated to the Baltic States;
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2. The positive view on the Baltic States in Russian periodical press is re-
lated to nostalgic evaluation of common shared history (soviet time era)
and potentially depoliticized topics (sports, culture);

3. Authors publishing their materials in Russian periodical press have preju-
dices, based upon stereotypical imaginations regarding Lithuanian, Latvian
and Estonian public life realities;

4. Russian periodical press views Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia as a mono-
lithic formation, applying all of these countries with the same characteris-
tics and evaluations.

Scientific research method. Qualitative and quantitative analysis of selected
periodical press publications’ content has been chosen for the Empiric research. Texts
were selected from five sections of the chosen period:

e Year 1991 (the collapse of the Soviet Union);

e Year 1996 (Presidential elections in Russia);

e Year 2000 (Coming of Vladimir Putting to power in Russia);

e Years 2003-2004 (EU and NATO step in the post-soviet area);

e Years 2008-2009 (“tandemocracy” period in Russia);

The appliance of a quantitative contents analysis method provides the possibility
to reveal the main tendencies of a forming view on Baltic States — how intensively is this
view created, what types of topics are dominant in messages and texts, dedicated to the
Baltic States. This method also allows to reveal how much attention do the Baltic States
get in Russian periodical press as a region and how much do Lithuania, Latvia and
Estonia are mentioned separately.

However, a view on something is a construct of a subjective type, that being the
reason why qualitative content analysis was brought into place, allowing to specify and
analyze the emotional characteristics of texts, hidden meanings and other elements that
are important for the research. Measures that were employed to form a view of the Baltic
States during the researched period are revealed and described. Changes in the view are
being registered as well as how they is connected with the geopolitical changes in the

post-Soviet area and internal processes in the political and public life of the Russian
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Federation.

Deeper meanings are disclosed by interpreting elements of the view by applying a
modern political myth theory. French scientist Raoul Girardet’s proposed political myth
classification (Girardet, 2007) was used and applied while preparing this thesis.
Revealed elements of the view were also compared to the main propaganda techniques
(Hobbs, McGee, 2014).

Research originality. The completed research has no analogues in Lithuanian

academic space. There were also no similar researches completed in other states as well.
Lithuanian scientists focused their attention on Russia’s attempts to infiltrate Lithuanian
(or in a wider sense — Baltic State) informational space, but significantly less attention
was drawn to the processes in Russia’s internal informational space. This study tries to
fill in the aforementioned gap.
The originality of this research is also related to the aim of looking at the problem above
the local scale, i.e. Lithuanian, but to include the regional level as well. This study
investigates a problem, which is actual for all three of the Baltic States, related to their
common historical experience and current geopolitical situation in Europe.

Study structure. The thesis is consists of two parts (theoretical and empirical).
The first part covers the discourse of changes and investigating the structural periodical
press view elements. The first section “Geopolitical discourse of Russian Federation and
the Baltic States” investigates the geopolitical paradigms of the Russian Federation and
the Baltic States as well as their changes in the timeline, which is actual for the research.
Special attention is drawn to the problem of interoperability of Russian Federation and
Baltic State paradigms, as well as to revealing the post-imperial discourse of Russian
Federation and conflict aspects of relations between Russia and the Baltic States.

The second section of the first part is named “Mass media factor in relations
between Russia and Baltic States”. It contains an analysis of the media effect on the
political discourse as well as a review of Russian media system peculiarities. It also
provides an analysis of propaganda to information ratio aspect in Russian mass media.

The third section of the first part of the study is named “Press view formation

aspects” and is dedicated to the concept of an image analysis of its influence on the mass
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conscience of the public and communicative aspects of its dissemination. Agenda-setting
and framing theories, related to the problems of image forming in mass media texts.

This section also covers the analysis of modern-day myths and stereotypes. It
reveals how they become parts of mass media view elements. In order to do so, myth and
stereotype descriptions are presented and scientific views on myth and stereotype
functioning are analyzed. The formation of myths and stereotypes in mass media
principles as well as their effect on the publicist narrative are also investigated in this
section. Special attention is provided for the roles of myths and stereotypes in the context
of forming a view on another country.

The second part of the thesis provides an empiric research of Russian mass
media’s view on the Baltic States.

Three Russian Federation issued periodical publications have been chosen for the
empiric research: a weekly publication “Argumenty I fakty” (issued since 1978), daily
papers “Komsomolskaja Pravda” (issued since 1925) and “Izvestija” (issued since 1917).
These publications have been selected according to the following criteria:

e Publication period (the fact if the publication was published during the re-
search period and if it was published during the whole of the period - has
been taken in account);

e Publication distribution aspect (federal level newspapers are chosen, i.e.
publications, which were distributed all over the territory of the Russian
Federation);

e The status of the publication (chosen newspapers are attributed to a higher
level of publications in order to avoid the yellow press).

The trademarks of chosen publications are easily recognizable by the majority of
Russian citizens. The above-mentioned publications have a stabile loyal audience. They
can be assessed as “publicly-political press” according to A. Aleksejev (1999) offered
new Russian press typology. These publications have grown from Soviet massive
“general-political” publications. They are specified by providing information about
events, reviews and executing analytical functions (Alekseev, 1999).

While choosing the publications, the change of their popularity in the researched
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period has been taken in account. At the beginning of the aforementioned period, press
made a significant impact on Russian publicity — it was an essential alternative to the
official, state-controlled television. However, afterwards, the position of press was
affected by commercial television channels and internet, which presented its own new
internet media channels.

Selected publications have managed to preserve their popularity and influence to
the present day. Data, provided in the 2013 report on Russian press, clarifies that
“Argumenty [ fakty” and “Komsomolskaja Pravda” were the weekly and monthly
publications’ leaders®, and “Izvestija” has entered the top ten most popular (having the

highest circulation) newspapers (Rossijskaja periodicheskaja pechat, 2013).

Data of Research (articles of
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A\ In 1993, the “Komsomolskaja pravda” newspaper started publishing not only as a daily newspaper, but also, as a
weekly newspaper, which can be subscribed to separately.
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Given the analysis of the theoretic materials, the first section of the second part of
the thesis forms empiric research hypotheses, as well as a scheme, revealing the structure
of the image on the Baltic States research.

The second part presents the analysis of texts from the aforementioned
publications — articles and messages related to the topic of Baltic States (events in Baltic
States and their interpretation, aspects of relations between Russia and Baltic States).
The view on the Baltic States is analyzed according to the Negativity and Positivity
criteria and is interpreted through the prism of contemporary (political) mythology and
propaganda technique application.

After the completion of both theoretic and empiric researches it has been found
that Russian periodical press provides constant attention to the actual events in Baltic
States. This was especially intense in 1991, which was determined by a number of
essential circumstances: events in Baltic States were interpreted as internal affairs (of the
Soviet Union), some attention was also drawn by the concentrated situation of
conflicting heads of the Union (Moscow) and local elites. Afterwards the attention drawn
to the Baltic States in Russian periodic press is not so intensive, but it retains an
appearance of permanency (it has been noted, that in various periods, depending on
international relations and geopolitical circumstances the vector of interest changes and

more attention is drawn towards one or another Baltic State).

Findings and conclusions

The completion of theoretic and empiric researches has revealed that Russian
periodical press keeps a continuing focus on the Baltic countries’ actual events. It was
especially intensive in 1991, when it was caused by a number of essential circumstances:
events in Baltic States were interpreted as internal affairs (of the Soviet Union), some
attention was also drawn by the concentrated situation of conflicting heads of the Union
(Moscow) and local elites. Afterwards the attention drawn to the Baltic States in Russian
periodic press is not so intensive, but it retains an appearance of permanency (it has been
noted, that in various periods, depending on international relations and geopolitical

circumstances the vector of interest changes and more attention is drawn towards one or
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another Baltic State).

The theoretic research has shown that Russia and Baltic State’s relations after the
collapse of the Soviet Union were tense. This is attributable with post-empire Russian
Federation’s position and this country’s state ambitions to retain its influence in the post-
Soviet area.

The theoretic research is analyzing Russian mass media system peculiarities. A
conclusion is reached, that Russian Federation mass media system does not meet any of
the Western world’s media-specific models. This country has formed a separate Eurasian
mass media model after the break-up of the Soviet Union, which, in one aspect, can be
characterized by the western-type commercialization, while on the other hand, it can be
characterized by interaction with the state and it affecting the mass-media business.
Given the theoretic research results, an empiric research method has been formed.

One of the essential questions of the empiric research is related with the urge to

reveal if Russian periodic press’ view on Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia differs from
country to country or is it a monolithic one (where all of the Baltic States are viewed as a
single geopolitical region).
The quantitative texts analysis shows that regional Baltic State level is expressed weakly
(this being the tendency of all researched period sections). A larger (approx. ¥4) part of
the periodical press texts are dedicated to separate Lithuanian, Latvian or Estonian
events or other topics related to one of the countries.

However, the qualitative analysis of texts reveals that framing of news from
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (as well as information related to these countries) and their
positioning is carried out with the help of similar principles (this shows summary of
concepts). Specific topics that are related to all Baltic States are presented and
interpreted in a similar way (secession from the Soviet Union, historical after-war
resistance, integration to EU and NATO). Considering this a conclusion is reached that in
the Russian periodical press discourse, a view of Baltic States is formed as a
geopolitically unified region, and separate Lithuanian, Latvian and Estonian
images can be interpreted as integral parts of this general image.

The study has proved or disapproved a number of theories:
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Hypothesis: Russian press is dominated by negative connotations and negative
discourse forming frames while presenting news from Baltic States.

The research has revealed that all sections of the chosen period of time are
dominated by the negative view on the Baltic States. This view is formed as a complex —
through specific connotation having characteristics (descriptions, evaluations) which are
labeled to the Baltic States. Additionally, through the appliance of propaganda narrative
forming techniques, by repeating stereotypes and promoting modern (political)
mythology discourse.

A negative view 1s expressed through various theme paradigms. On the political
level, Russian periodic press emphasizes the hostility of the Baltic States towards Russia.
Trying to compromise Baltic State government structures and governing systems, trying
to present them as ineffective and non-working is fixed as a part of a structural view
element. Essential Baltic State statehood ideas are also discredited, their political and
economic autonomy and independence is questioned, social living problems are
emphasized, criminal theme is being raised, etc.

Baltic States are characterized as fascist, nazi, anti-russian and russophobic with
the use of propaganda technique measures. These accusations are presented to the Baltic
States for both disagreement on the evaluation of the events of the past (historic plane),
and the actual event discourse (usually political).

Topics related with the Russian-speaking minority become an important element
of a negative view. They are dominated with discrimination — topics of both human’s
rights and freedoms violations. The image, formed by Russian periodical press contains
Russian-speaking communities excluded from the integral Lithuanian, Latvian, Estonian
public structure. They are contrasted to the Baltic States (and firstly to the Baltic State
authority structures), marginalized and stigmatized.

A noted tendency is that Russia itself becomes an element of the view, constructed
by Russian periodical press (even when internal affairs are discussed), specifically
Russia’s official politic position. This element is presented either directly (in topics of

Baltic States relations with Russia) or indirectly (questions of Baltic States integration
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into Western world structure, questions, Russian-speaking community/compatriot
topics). Russia frequently takes the main spot in the structure of such a view, meaning
that if binary opposition “friend-foe” structure is applied to this view, Russia is
correspondingly the “friend”. In such cases Baltic States are presented as “strangers”.
This position allows Russian periodical press to form a negative view on the Baltic
States by demonizing them and hyperbolizing their antagonism to Russia.

Elements of positive (and neutral, which is placed in the same category) Russian
periodical press view on the Baltic States, which were distinguished during the research
are too weak to outweigh the predominant negative view. In the 2000 and 2003-2004
sections, tendencies allowed hoping for positive view on Baltic States to become
dominant with time in Russian periodical press formed Baltic State image structure, but
the 2008-2009 period data showed a different tendency. During this section of
researched period, the view is shallow, schematic and, correspondingly, has a stronger
negative connotation). The research has revealed that the largest positive impressions on
the Russian periodical press are provided by economic achievements of the Baltic States.
Sports victories and cultural events are also positively evaluated. Another structural
element of a positive view are the positive shifts in relations with Russia (in rare periods

of relations’ warming/normalization between the Baltic States and Russian Federation).

Hypothesis: The evolution of Russian press formed view of the Baltic States is
connected to the geopolitical changes in the post-soviet region.

This hypothesis was essentially unconfirmed during the research. The effect of
geopolitical changes on the view of Russian periodic press on the Baltic States is not as
strong as it was previously believed. Geopolitical change aspects affect the image of the
Baltic States in Russian periodical press to some extent, but this affection does not cause
the change to the essentially dominating negative view on the Baltic States. The research
has unveiled that the general more positive view of Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia is fixed
in Russian periodical press publications of 2003-2004, i.e. during the coming to power of
Vladimir Putin’s authoritarian political model and Baltic States entering the NATO
block, which is being held hostile by Russia, but not in 1996 when the Russian
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Federation tried to adapt a democratic (liberal) system. It should be noted that during the
confrontation with Moscow in 1991, the general negative view level was not as high as
in 1996 or 2008-2009 research periods.

This allows to conclude that Russian periodical press is dominated by an
overall, earlier created (by implication — in Soviet times) ontological approach to
Baltic States, which deep structure is not affected by current geopolitical

developments.

Hypothesis: Baltic States image discourse formed by the media has changed with the
change in Russian mass media model (from Soviet type to free and then, later, to the
specific Eurasian model). During the period of Soviet and new Eurasian models press
discourse came close to the official Russian view of the Baltic states, in its essence
combining with the international politics discourse of this country.

This Hypothesis has been proved only partially. It is unrevealed how mass media
model changes would greatly affect the view on Baltic States, which is dominant in
Russian periodical press and would cause the changes in that view. During the 2003-
2004 section of the research (when Russian mass media system, together with its
political system, increasingly moves toward new authoritarian model) the view on Baltic
States is even better than in the period of 1996, when the media model tried to orient
itself to liberal model principles (a change should be registered if the Hypothesis were to
be true).

However, in the 2008-2009 period, when press freedom borders get tighter in
Russia, the level of negative views on the Baltic States jumps significantly (the
percentage of neutral texts also decreases) — and this correlates with the official political
position of Russian Federation in regard to the Baltic States. However, this is the last of
the researched time-lapse sections and in order to confirm (or to disprove), that this
change corresponds with the assumption of the hypothesis, later periods should be

analyzed.
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Hypothesis: The view on Baltic States in Russian periodical press is formed by using
various propaganda techniques.

This hypothesis has been proved, since the researched Russian periodical press,
publications contain elements ascribable as propaganda. It has been determined that
amongst the seven propaganda techniques abstracted for the research, traces of four of
them can be detected. Russian periodical press publications related to the Baltic States
commonly use the “Manipulation of associations” (Accusing Baltic States of fascism and
nationalism) and “Labelling” (providing Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia anti-Russian and
russophobic state characteristic) techniques.

The “Glittering generalization” technique is used less often (i.e. a statement, that
people do not like Russians in the Baltic States). Another less frequent technique is
“Selection of facts”. This technique is seen the most in publications dedicated to hurtful
(but differently interpreted in Russia and Baltic States) experiences and events of
common history between the countries.

The propagandistic nature of the informational contents show that Russian
periodical press is essentially orienting to the discourse formed by the official authority
of Russia. This tendency becomes increasingly powerful during the years of 2008 to

20009.

Hypothesis: Russian press view on Baltic States is mythologized.

This hypothesis has been essentially proven right. One may not say that Russian
periodical press view on Baltic States is much mythologized, but clear modern (political)
mythology traces can be found in the presses’ view on the Baltic States structure in
different sections of the researchable period. It was determined that these mythological
constructions meet R. Girardet (2007) determined main Conspiracy, Golden age, Unity,
political myth categories. These myths become a part of the view of the Russian
periodical press on the Baltic States; however, they cannot be attributed as the

dominating elements of the view.
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It may be held that assumptions, which became the basis for the defended

statements, were proven right.

The carried out work has allowed establishing that:

l.

Disagreements regarding the evaluation of the common past and hard bilateral
relations between the Russian Federation and Baltic states became the cause of
the negative view on Baltic States dominating Russian periodical press.
Geopolitrical changes did not have a decisive influence on this view, because
it is being formed not by the everyday political agenda setting, but by the on-
tological (civilizational) conflict between Russian Federation and Baltic
States. Everyday political agenda only adds up and empowers the negative
view on Baltic States in Russian periodical press from time to time.

The positive view on the Baltic States in Russian periodical press is related to
nostalgic evaluation of common shared history (soviet time era) and poten-
tially depoliticized topics (sports, culture). This is a reflection of the negative
view, where the “common past” discourse sedates the post-imperial phantom
pains (i.e. lost territories and longing for power). In such cases, aspects are
used that level the civilizational Russia and Baltic state conflict, by using the
1940-1991 discourse of the Soviet Union, joining Russia and Baltic States by
force. It should also be noted that the depoliticisation of some topics allows
evading negative evaluations, related to disagreement regarding the past of the
current inter-state conflicts.

Russian periodical press negative view on Baltic States elements meet the
main propaganda technique appliance principles. That is why a part of the
texts can be assigned in the propaganda, aimed against the Baltic States, cate-
gory. The appearance of such texts is caused by the political conjuncture on
one hand and the text author’s (journalists’) prejudices against Baltic States on
the other. These provisions manifest themselves as repeating of negative con-
cepts (statements regarding the Baltic States) and the use of stereotypes re-

garding the Baltic States while constructing texts.
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4.

The research has revealed that Russian periodical press views Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia as a monolithic formation. All Baltic States are provided
with similar characteristics and evaluations. Characteristics of one state are au-
tomatically applied to others without trying to argument this process or to re-

veal objective reasons causing such a comparison.
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SANTRAUKA

Aktualumas ir tyrimo problema. Tarpvalstybinius santykius formuoja jvairiis
aspektai. Ypac aktualu tai tampa Siuolaikiniame pasaulyje, kuriame simboliSkai nyksta
sienos tarp valstybiy (pvz., Sengeno sutarties erdveé) ir ribos tarp kultiiry (globalizacijos
procesas). Taciau ir tokiame pasaulyje iSlieka (o kartais net ir padid¢ja) konfliktiniy
situacijy grésme. Santykiai tarp kaimyniniy valstybiy visada buvo galimos ypatingos
jtampos sfera. Bendra istoring patirt] neretai lydi nuoskaudy, skirtingo situacijos
vertinimo ir diskusinio pobiidzio poziiirio j praeit] diskursas. Tokioje situacijoje labai
svarbu, kaip kaimyninés valstybés suvokia viena kitg. Vienos valstybés visuomenés
poziiiris | kitg valstybe daro stipry poveikj uzsienio politikos formavimui. Jis taip pat yra
svarbus bendrapolitiniam tarptautiniy santykiy kontekstui.

Pastaraisiais metais iSrySkéjo posovietinés geopolitinés erdvés nestabilumas. 2014
mety jvykiai Ukrainos teritorijoje (Rusijos jvykdyta Krymo aneksija ir okupacija,
vadinamasis separatistinis konfliktas Donbaso regione) jvedé  viesa diskursa hibridinio
karo sampratg. Minétas konfrontacijas lydéjo ir tebelydi ne tik realtis kariniai veiksmai,
bet ir strateginés operacijos informacingje sferoje. Informacinis ir propagandinis
puolimas yra dalis hibridinio karo strategijos. Agresyvis 2014-2015 mety Rusijos
veiksmai priesS Ukraing parodé, kokj vaidmenj gali atlikti pozitris ] jvykius kitoje
valstybéje ar jos realijjas. Pavyzdziui, Krymo aneksija lydéjo Rusijos kuriamas
propagandinis naratyvas, kuris konstravo neva Kijeve jvykusio ,faSistinio perversmo*
mitg (Darczewska, 2014: 25).

Naujausiy jvykiy Ukrainoje pavyzdys leidZia teigti, jog pozitris | Baltijos Salis
Rusijos viesajame diskurse (taip pat kuriamas ir Rusijos periodingje spaudoje) gali biiti
potencialiai panaudotas kaip prie§ Sias valstybes nukreiptos hibridinés ar informacinés
agresijos priemoné. Todél svarbu Zinoti minéto poziiirio pobudj, jo formavimo ypatumus,
o taip pat atskleisti veiksnius, kurie lemia $io poziiirio pokycius.

Kalbant apie poziiir] j valstybe (arba valstybés vaizdinj) ir jo formavima,
ypatingai svarbus yra ziniasklaidos vaidmuo. Kitos Salies vaizdinys — pozitrio | kitg Salj

ir jos vertinimo paradigma — yra vieSosios nuomones dalis. Jurgenas Hebermasas
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pazymi, kad vieSoji nuomon¢ formuojasi vieSojoje sferoje, kurios viena 1§ sudedamyjy
daliy yra Ziniasklaida (Habermas, 1974: 50). Ziniasklaidos tyrimas leidZia analizuoti
uzfiksuota pozitrj, t. y., poziiirj sinchroniskg konkre¢iam istoriniam laikotarpiui ir to
konkretaus istorinio laikotarpio vieSosios sferos biiklei.

Taciau vien Ziniasklaidos tyrimas, be démesio kitiems kontekstiniams aspektams,
biity nepakankamas, norint suprasti vienos valstybés formuojama pozitirj j kitg valstybe.
Atliekant tokj tyrimg, biitina atsizZvelgti | geopolitinius aspektus — ypa¢ nagrinéjant
klausimus, susijusius su $alimis, kurios i§gyveno svarbius geopolitinius poky&ius. Siuo
atveju kalba eina apie posovieting erdve (prie Sios erdvés galima priskirti buvusios
Soviety Sajungos erdve, kartais priskiriamos ir Ryty Europos — buvusiy VarSuvos
sutarties organizacijos Saliy erdve).

Geopolitikos terminas susieja dvi sgvokas — geografija ir politikg. Atitinkamai
paaiSkinama ir §io termino reikSmé. Knygos ,,Baltijos valstybiy geopolitikos bruozai‘
autoriai nurodo, kad ,,geopolitika akcentuoja subjektyvyji veiksnj, t. y. nagrinéja, kaip
valstybé, tauta ar atskira politiné institucija, vykdydama savo politika, naudoja
konkreCias geografines sglygas arba teritoring erdve apskritai® (Laurinavicius ir kt.,
2005: 11). Panasiai geopolitikg apibrézia ir Nerijus Maliukevicius. Jis nurodo, kad
,klasikinis geopolitinis mastymas politikos erdve susieja su geografinémis teritorijomis
ir tradicinémis (pvz., diplomatinémis, karinémis) galimybémis kontroliuoti tas
teritorijas* (Maliukevicius, 2008: 12). Soviety Sajungos zlugimg ir vélesnius pokycius
tenka priskirti biitent prie geopolitiniy pokyc¢iy, nes jy paveiktoje teritorijoje ne tik
keitési politiné sistema, bet vyko ir geografiniai pokyciai — sovietinéms respublikoms
paskelbus nepriklausomybe, minétoje teritorijoje atsirado naujos — dabar jau
nepriklausomy valstybiy — sienos.

Tam tikras galios kontekstas Rusijos ir Baltijos Saliy santykiuose egzistavo visais
laikais. Zvelgdami j analizei pasirinkta laikotarpj (1991-2009), matome, kad jo pradZia
yra susijusi su momentu, kai Rusija ir Baltijos Salys i§ esmés dar buvo vieno geopolitinio
darinio — Soviety Sgjungos — subjektais. Nors nominaliai $iy subjekty padétis buvo lygi,
taCiau 1§ tikryjy reikia kalbéti apie Rusijos, kaip politinio centro santykj su Baltijos

Salimis (politiné periferija). Nagrin¢jamo laikotarpio pradzioje Sis santykis sparciai
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keitési, taciau galios aspektas neprarasdavo savo aktualumo viso laikotarpio kontekste.
Siandien Rusija ir Baltijos $alys yra skirtingy geopolitiniy erdviy subjektai, tagiau
kaimynystés situacija leidzia kalbéti apie aktyvig Siy erdviy saveika. Rusijos tema yra
populiari Baltijos Saliy vieSosios erdvés diskurse, taip pat ir Baltijos Saliy tema (arba
atskirai Lietuvos, Latvijos ar Estijos) laikas nuo laiko aktualizuojama vieSoje Rusijos
erdvéje.

Po Soviety Sajungos zlugimo 1991 metais Rusija sieké iSlaikyti jtaka
posovietingje erdvéje . Edwardas Lucasas akcentuoja ypatingg Rusijos démesj Baltijos
Salims. Jo teigimu, Kremliy labiausiai siutina Lietuvos, Latvijos ir Estijos praradimas,
»auganti jy [Baltijos Saliy] ekonomika ir gyva, atvira visuomené yra nuolatinis ir
réziantis akj kontrastas autoritariniam draugy kapitalizmui anapus sienos [t.y. Rusijoje —
V.D.]* (Lucas, 2008: 29).

Kaip pazymi Mantas MartiSius, ,,Rusijos geopolitinése vizijose egzistuoja
regionas, | kurj kartu su kitomis Baltijos ir Nepriklausomy Valstybiy Sandraugos (NVS)
Salimis narémis patenka ir Lietuva® (Martisius, 2010: 137). Pozitrj j Baltijos Salis kaip |
,buvusius satelitus* daznai lemia ir Rusijos santykiy su Lietuva, Latvija, Estija strategija.
Si strategija, kuri apibréZiama kaip humanitariné dimensija, taikoma ne tik Baltijos 3aliy,
bet ir kity posovietiniy respubliky atzvilgiu. Jos esmé — iSlaikyti minétas valstybes
Rusijos jtakos zonoje. Tai yra dalis agresyvios sovietinés stilistikos politikos, kuri
realizuojama pasitelkiant naujus konceptus — ,,Rusy pasauli“ (skirtingose valstybése
gyvenantiems zmonéms suteikiama bendra tapatybé, kurios pagrindiniai elementai yra
rusy kalba (kaip gimtoji), démesj rusy kulttirai ir Rusijai, kaip Tévynei (Tumkos, 2007),
ar ,,Eurazijos doktring™ (geopolitin¢ alternatyva (Vakary) Europai). Tai rodo tiesioginj
Rusijos interesg iSlaikyti jtakg posovietinéje erdvéje, nepaisant per du pastaruosius
deSimtmecius jvykusiy poky¢iy (The ,,Humanitarian Dimension®, 2009: 8—11).

Paminétas Rusijos geopolitinis polinkis paveike ir moksliniy tyrimy kryptis. Tarp
darby, skirty atsakyti j Rusijos humanitarinés dimensijos, arba, kitaip sakant, svelniosios
galios panaudojimg, pirmiausia reikéty iSskirti jau cituotg N. Maliukeviiaus tyrima
,Rusijos informacijos geopolitikos potencialas ir sklaida Lietuvoje®. Jame nagrinéjama,

,kaip Rusija — kaimyniné valstybé, kuri dar¢ ir darys didziule jtakg Lietuvai, naudoja
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modernias galios priemones posovietingje erdveje™ (Maliukevicius, 2008: 11). Tyrimas
atskleidé Lietuvos informacinés erdvés imuniteto silpnumg ir atitinkamg Rusijos
galimybe daryti jtaka informacinei Lietuvos erdvei (Ten pat: 163).

Apie Rusijos siekj daryti jtaka buvusioms sovietinéms respublikoms — taip pat ir
Baltijos Salims — kalbama kolektyvinéje monografijoje ,,Rusijos uzsienio politikos
,2Humanitarin¢ dimensija“, taikoma Gruzijos, Moldovos, Ukrainos ir Baltijos Saliy
atzvilgiu®“ (orig. pavadinimas ,,The ,Humanitarian Dimension“ of Russian Foreign
Policy toward Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine, and the Baltic States*). Joje nurodoma, kad
Rusijos jtakos siekis yra ne sovietmecio reliktas, bet naujo svarbaus vaidmens siekis
tarptautinés politikos sferoje (The ,,Humanitarian Dimension®, 2009: 314). Realizuojant
§1 siekj labai svarby vaidmenj atlieka ir ziniasklaida. Rusija aktyviai naudojasi kalbos
veiksniu (nemaza dalis posovietiniy respubliky gyventojy moka rusy kalbg), taip pat
sieckdama savo politiniy tiksly pasitelkia masinés komunikacijos kanalus (Ten pat: 325—
327).

Nors paminéti darbai néra tiesiogiai susij¢ su Sio tyrimo sfera, jie leidzia
akcentuoti darbo aktualumg. IS tyrimy matyti, kad Rusija rodo susidomeéjima Baltijos
Salimis, Sis interesas turi apibrézta krypti. Nagrinétuose tyrimuose buvo bandoma
iSaiskinti, kaip Rusija veikia svetimoje informacinéje erdvéje, kaip bando panaudoti ja
sickiant savo tiksly. Siame kontekste yra aktualus tyrimas, nagrinéjantis, kaip Rusija
veikia savo informacinéje erdvéje, nes darbas su vidine auditorija tarptautinés politikos
kontekste turi kitokius tikslus, nei veiksmai svetimoje informacinéje erdvéje. Bitent
tokio pobiidZio tyrimas ir atlickamas Siame darbe.

Rusijos Zziniasklaidos (Siuo atveju — spaudos) tyrimas leisty atskleisti, kokio
pobudzio poziiirj j Baltijos Salis formuoja Rusijos visuomenés informavimo priemonés?
Sis klausimas yra aktualus, nes Ziniasklaidos formuojamas vaizdinys jsitvirtina vie$ojoje
erdvéje, kuri yra ,tarpininkas tarp visuomenés ir valstybés® (Habermas, 1974: 50).
Vaizdinio jsitvirtinimo aspektas yra svarbus ir tod¢l, kad, pagal Habermasg, vieSojoje
sferoje yra formuojama vie$oji nuomoné. Sis aspektas rodo, jog tyrimo problematika
netelpa vien | ziniasklaidos tyrimo rémus, nes atitinkamos vieSosios nuomongs apie

situacijg Baltijos Salyse formavimas Rusijos visuomené¢je leisty Sios Salies valdzios
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struktiroms uztikrinti vidinj savo politikos palaikymg Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos
atzvilgiu. Apie tokj procesa kalba ir kiti tyréjai. Kaip nurodo E. Lucas, , Kremliaus
kontroliuojama ziniasklaida visiskai perraSo istorinius jvykius. Tod¢l nestebina, kad tik
maziau nei deSimtadalis jauny rusy mano, kad jy Salis turi atsiprasSyti Baltijos valstybiy
uz sovieting okupacija* (Lucas, 2008: 63).

Tai, kad bitent istorijos diskursas tampa esminiu Rusijos vieSosios erdveés
darbotvarkés elementu, pastebi ir Raminas Trimakas straipsnyje ,.Siuolaikinés istorinio
naratyvo refleksijos radikalioje Rusijos publicistikoje. Jis akcentuoja, kad
,siandieninéje Rusijoje sugrazintas sovietinio stiliaus valstybés monopolis ,,istorinei
tiesai®, o oponuojantys tokiai tvarkai asmenys praktiSkai nebeturi galimybés vieSai
pareiksti protesta™ (Trimakas, 2007: 56). Pastebima ir tai, kad ,,manipuliavimas istorija
tampa argumentu agresijai prie§ kaimynines valstybes* (Ten pat: 58).

Pateikti teiginiai leidzia pagristi darbo ,,Rusijos periodinés spaudos poziiiris ]
Baltijos Salis geopolitiniy pokyc¢iy kontekste (1991-2009 m.)* aktualumg. Rusija yra
didelé ir jtakinga Baltijos Saliy kaimyné, su kuria Lietuva, Latvija, Estija sieja ilga ir
daznai skausminga bendra praeitis. Baltijos Salims yra svarbu Zinoti, koks poziiiris ] jas
vyrauja Rusijos visuomeneje. Tyrimui pasirinkta periodiné spauda. Vienas i§ spaudos
pasirinkimo argumenty yra tai, kad rasytinei ziniasklaidai budingas gilesnis poziiiris ir
stipresné analitiné naujieny interpretacija, o televizija yra orientuota j pavirSutiniska
vadinamyjy greity naujieny formata (McComb, 2008: 49).

Zinojimas, kaip formavosi ir keitési Rusijos Ziniasklaidos poziiiris j Baltijos $alis
laikotarpiu nuo vélyvojo sovietmecio (1991 metai) iki naujausiy laiky (2009 mety) yra
svarbus kalbant apie tarptautiniy santykiy — pirmiausia, Siy santykiy humanitaring
dimensija — aspektus. Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje suformuoto poziiirio j Baltijos Salis
fiksavimas, jo dinamikos atskleidimas ir supratimas dudoda galimybe geriau suprasti
Rusijos valdzios ir visuomenés poziiirj | Baltijos Salis. Tai leidzia analizuoti biidus, kaip
galima biity (ar reikéty) reaguoti j Sio pozitrio aspektus.

Komunikacinis Sio tyrimo aspektas leisty geriau pazinti Rusijos Zziniasklaida,
atskleisti jos formuojamo poziturio ] Baltijos Salis ypatumus. Svarbu taip pat iStirti

priemones, kuriomis minétas poziiiris formuojamas ir skleidziamas.
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Si problema $iandien dar néra plagiai istirta. Apzvelgus mokslinius tekstus, tampa
aiSku, kad j ja galima pazvelgti i§ keliy komunikacijos mokslo prieigos tasky. Tuo pat
metu akcentuotina, kad atlieckamas tyrimas i§ esmés yra tarpdisciplininio pobtdzio. Be
komunikacijos mokslo aspekty, jis sietinas su politikos ir istorijos mokslais bei
lingvistinémis rasto komunikacijos ir propagandos studijomis.

Problemos iStirtumas. Lietuvos mokslinéje erdvéje beveik neaptinkama darby,
susijusiy su nagrin¢jama tema. Arciausiai jos yra Miglés Mockutés straipsnis ,,Baltijos
Saliy jvaizdziai tarptautinése visuomenes informavimo priemonése po jstojimo j NATO ir
ES* (orig. ,,The Images of the Baltic States in the International Media upon Accession to
NATO and the EU*). Straipsnyje nagrinéjama, kaip keitési Vakary spaudos poziiiris ]
Lietuva, Latvija, Estija po to, kai Sios valstybés istojo i pagrindinius politinius Vakary
pasaulio susivienijimus. Tyréja nustaté, kad 2004—2007 metais leidiniuose ,,Financial
Times* ir ,,Economist™ formavosi skirtingas Baltijos Saliy jvaizdis (angl. image). M.
Mockuté nurodo, kad pozityviausiai nagrinéty leidiniy publikacijose buvo vaizduojama
Estija, maziau pozityvus poziiiris buvo j Lietuva, o prasCiausig jvaizdj turéjo Latvija,
nors bendrai paémus visy trijy Baltijos valstybiy jvaizdis buvo gana pozityvus (Mockute,
2008: 35).

M. Mockuté nustaté, kad nagrinéjamu laikotarpiu Lietuvos jvaizdziui labiausiai
pakenké vidaus politikos jvykiai (prezidento Rolando Pakso istorija), Latvijos —
pablogéjusi makroekonominé situacija, o Estijos — konfliktas su Rusija dé¢l paminklo
sovietiniams kariams (Bronzinio kario) perkélimo (Ten pat: 35-36). Tyr¢ja pazymi, kad
santykiy su Rusija aStrumas daznai daro nevienareikSmj poveikj Baltijos Saliy jvaizdziui,
taciau, kita vertus, leidzia paaiskinti Vakary spaudoje Baltijos Saliy pozicija vienu ar kity
Siy santykiy klausimu (Ten pat: 36).

Kiti analizuojamai temai aktualiis tyrimai yra susij¢ su jvairiy uzsienio valstybiy
moksline erdve.

2007 metais Tamperés universitete buvo apginta Svetlanos Pasti disertacija
,Besikeifianti Zurnalisto profesija Rusijoje* (orig. ,,The Changing Profession of a
Journalist in Russia®). Joje apzvelgiami Zurnalisto profesijos pokyciai Rusijoje nuo

sovietmecio iki miisy dieny. S. Pasti darbo medziaga leidzia kalbéti apie bendresnius
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ziniasklaidos sistemos pokycius Rusijos Federacijoje. Autor¢ pazymi, kad nors po
Soviety Sajungos zlugimo Rusijoje buvo pastebimas didelis kokybiskos ir komercinés
spaudos augimas (ir atitinkamas nepriklausomy zurnalisty-profesionaly bendruomenés
formavimas), véliau jvyko savotiSkas regresas ir fiksuojama tendencija, jog Zurnalistas
praranda profesing nepriklausomybe ir yra priverstas veikti ,,politinés subordinacijos
rémuose’ (Pasti, 2007: 16).

Panasaus pobiidzio yra ir Sidnéjaus universitete apgintas Margaritos
Sokolovskajos daktaro darbas ,,Nacionalin¢ televizija Putino Rusijoje* (orig. ,,National
Television in Putin‘s Russia®). Nors Siame darbe daug démesio skiriama televizijos
kanaly savininkystés problemai Siuolaikinéje Rusijoje (ir kanaly koncentracijai vienose —
valdzios ar valdziai artimy Zmoniy — rankose pirmos prezidentinés V. Putino kadencijos
laikotarpiu), cia yra jzvalgy ir apie bendra ziniasklaidos situacija Rusijoje. M.
Sokolovskaja pazymi, kad ,,laikotarpiu tarp 2000 mety prezidento rinkimy ir pirmosios
V. Putino kadencijos pabaigos Rusijos ziniasklaida prarado daugel; laisviy, kurias gavo
po Soviety Sajungos zlugimo* (Sokolovskaja, 2011: 60). Tyréjos nuomone, Siandien
televizija Rusijoje atlieka konkurencingo autoritarinio reZimo (angl. competetive
authoritarianism) pajégy konsolidavimo funkcija.

Apzvelgti darbai yra naudingi bandant suprasti aktualia Rusijos ziniasklaidos
situacijg ir atskleisti pokyc¢ius, kuriuos Rusijos Ziniasklaida iSgyveno 1991-2009 metais.

Kiti rengiamo tyrimo kontekstui aktualiis darbai yra tiesiogiai susij¢ su naratyvais,
atspindinciais vieny valstybiy pozitrj j kitas.

2008 metais pasirod¢ kolektyvinis Latvijos universiteto mokslininky darbas
,Konstruojant prieSo vaizdinius? Latvijos vaizdavimas Rusijos ziniasklaidoje* (orig.
,2Manufacturing Enemy Images? Russian Media Portrayal of Latvia®). Tyrimas apémé
2002-2005 mety perioda, t. y., tg laikotarpj, kai Latvija (kaip ir Lietuva bei Estija)
igyvendino savo euroatlantinés integracijos siekj ir jstojo 1 Europos Sajungg ir NATO
(2004 metai). Minétame darbe buvo nagrin¢jamas aktyviy geopolitiniy pokyciy
laikotarpis ir tai, kaip Rusijos ziniasklaidoje konstruotas Latvijos vaizdinys.

Tyrimo iSvadose leidinio redaktorius Nils Muiznieks konstatuoja, kad Rusijos

ziniasklaida nuosekliai konstruoja neigiama Latvijos vaizdinj, panaudodama tam jvairias
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temas (ed. Muznieks, 2008: 161). Pagrindinés trys Siam tikslui naudojamos temos yra
santykiai su rusakalbe bendruomene, Latvijos poziiiris | istorijg (Latvijos istoriografiné
prieiga) ir jstojimas j NATO. Sios temos yra aptariamos pladiau.

N. Muznieks pazymi, kad santykiy su rusakalbe bendruomene principai Rusijos
ziniasklaidoje aprasomi ne tik per zmogaus teisiy pazeidimo temg, bet ir ypatingai
akcentuojant tai, kad Latvijoje dalis rusakalbés bendruomenés priklauso unikaliai
nepilieciy kategorijai. Maskva §iuo atveju interpretuojama ne tik kaip jtakos agentas,
bandantis (ir jauciantis teis¢) daryti jtaka Latvijos politikai, susijusiai su rusakalbe
bendruomene, bet ir kaip pagalbos teikéjas Sios bendruomenés nariams (Ten pat).

Latvija taip pat pozicionuojama, kaip Salis, kuri nuolat ,atakuoja“ Rusijg ir
Rusijos pozitrj | istorijg. Tarp veiksmy, klasifikuojamy kaip ,,atakos®, yra teritorinés
Latvijos pretenzijos Rusijai, taip pat ,,sakralizuotos istorinés ,,tiesos* apie islaisvinima*
(Antrojo Pasaulinio karo kontekstas) nepripazinimas. N. Muznieks nurodo, kad tokie
kaltinimai verc¢ia Rusijos Zurnalistus bandyti atrasti ir atitinkamos Latvijos pozicijos
motyvus, tafiau tie motyvai dazniausiai interpretuojami klaidingai ir atitinka Rusijoje
vyraujancius ideologinius rémus. Pagal Rusijos Ziniasklaidos versija, pagrindinis
motyvas yra ,,Latvijos kerStas Rusijai* (Ten pat).

Aptariamo tyrimo iSvadose pazymima, kad Rusijos Ziniasklaida ramiau reagavo |
Latvijos jstojimg ;1 Europos Sgjunga nei ] analogiSka Lietuvos veiksma (d¢l tranzito |
Kaliningradg problemos). Taiau neigiamas poziiiris buvo formuojamas kalbant apie
Latvijos naryste NATO. Latvija buvo vaizduojama kaip maza, silpna valstybé, kurios
demokratijos lygis neatitinka NATO standarty. Sis jvykis taip pat buvo pateikiamas, kaip
JAV isibrovimas j Rusijos interesy zong (Ten pat: 162).

Pazymima ir tai, kad labiau neutraliai ar net pozityviai Latvija buvo vaizduojama
temose, susijusiose su nostalgija sovietinei erai, bendros praeities kontekstu. Taip pat
pozityviai buvo raSoma apie ekonomines temas, kai minimas rusy kapitalas ar jo
interesai Latvijoje (Ten pat).

Minétas tyrimas suteikia naudingy ziniy apie Rusijos Ziniasklaidos poziiir] ]
Latvija (taip pat leidzia pritaikyti Sio poziiirio konceptus Lietuvai ir Estijai). Taciau jis

apima palyginus nedidelj naujausios istorijos laikotarpi bei koncentruojasi biitent j
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Latvijos, o ne j bendra Baltijos Saliy vaizdin.

Esty tyrinétojas Heiko Paabo (2011) nagrin¢jo konfliktiniy naratyvy posovietinéje
erdvéje aspektus. Savo disertacijoje ,,Tarptautiniy identiteto konflikty, grindziamy
bendra atmintimi, potencialas postimperin¢je erdvéje (Rusijos nacionalinio naratyvo
palyginimas su nacionaliniais Estijos, Ukrainos ir Gruzijos naratyvais)“ (orig. ,,Potential
of Collective Memory Based International Identity Conflicts in Post-Imerial Space
(Comparison of Russian Master Narrative with Estonian, Ukrainian and Georgian Master
Narratives) jis pastebi, kad postimperiné Rusijos erdvé turi didelj konflikty, grindziamy
kolektyvine atmintimi, potencialg. H. Paabo pazymi, jog ,.konfliktai buvusios Rusijos
imperijos teritorijoje dél bendros istorijos interpretacijos tapo pastoviu fenomenu*
(Paabo, 2011: 295).

Kitas Sios darbo aspektas yra susijes su teiginiu, kad ,,Rusijos naratyvas arba
marginalizuoja kity nacijy jvykius, arba tyli apie juos* (Ten pat: 303). H. Paabo daro $ig
i8vada, nagrinédamas istoriniy knygy, rekomenduoty Rusijos mokyklinéje programoje,
naratyva. Tikétina prielaida, kad toks pat principas (marginalizavimas ar ignoravimas)
gali biti ir kity Saliy vaizdinio naratyve, kurj formuoja ne vien istorijos vadovéliai, bet ir,
pavyzdziui, Rusijos Ziniasklaidos tekstai.

Atsizvelgiant | musy darbo tyrimo specifika, daugiau Sios srities tyrimy tikétasi
atrasti Rusijos mokslin¢je erdvéje, taCiau stebésena parod¢, kad Rusijos mokslininky
dome¢jimasis Baltijos Salimis yra nedidelis. Vienintelis aptiktas susijes darbas buvo
Renaldo Simoniano disertacija ,,Socialiniai kultiiriniai pereinamojo laikotarpio procesai
Baltijos Salyse ir Rusijoje* (orig. ,,ConmanbHO-KyJIBTypHBIE TPOLIECCHI MEPEXOTHOTO
nepuoaa B crpanax bantuu u Poccun®). Jame nemazai démesio skiriama Baltijos Saliy
vaizdiniui Rusijos ziniasklaidoje.

Tyréjas konstatuoja, kad Rusijos Ziniasklaida suvaidino pastebima vaidmenj
jtvirtinant Rusijos ir Baltijos Saliy antagonizmg. Rusijos visuomenés informavimo
priemonés padéjo susiformuoti Rusijos visuomenés sgmonéje daugeliui mity ir
stereotipy, susijusiy su posovietinés erdvés suvokimu. Sj procesa paspartino dviguby
standarty, nuSvieciant situacijg Baltijos Salyse ir NVS respublikose, taikymas (CumonsH,

2004: 411). Pirmiausia, dvigubi standartai buvo taikomi atspindint rusy bendruomenés
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padét; Baltijos Salyse (ypac lyginant su atitinkama padétimi kitose posovietinése
respublikose). R. Simonianas nurodo, kad Rusijos ziniasklaida buvo linkusi nutyleti
konfliktines situacijas, susijusias su rusakalbiais NVS S$aliy gyventojais, taciau ,,jeigu
panaSiis reiSkiniai buvo aptinkami Baltijos Salyse, tai pladiai ir i§samiai buvo
komentuojami net patys menkiausi incidentai” (Ten pat: 414). Tarp kity probleminiy
temy, kurias aktyviai, bet vienpusiai nusviesdavo Rusijos ziniasklaida, R. Simonianas
iSskiria Baltijos Saliy ir NATO santykius, situacijg su rusy kalba ir rusy migracijos 18
Baltijos Saliy temas.

Pateikdama naujienas i§ Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos, Rusija kuria ,,savotiska
virtualig artimojo uzsienio realybe* (Ten pat: 428). R. Simonianas akcentuoja, kad tai yra
produktas, skirtas vidiniam vartojimui: ,,Rusijos visuomenés informavimo priemonés
pirmiausia kreipiasi ] savo, Rusijos viding, auditorija, o ne ] rusy skaitytojus,
gyvenancius Baltijos Salyse. Tokia tradicija — atskirti informacijg vidiniam vartojimui
nuo informacijos, skirtos iSoriniam vartojimui — Rusijoje susiformavo seniai. Vidiniam
vartojimui skirtoje informacijoje Baltijos Saliy atzvilgiu taikomas jau susiformaves
ideologiniy Stampy — tokiy kaip ,be misy jie neiSgyvens®, ,niekur nuo Rusijos
nepabégs‘ — rinkinys, kuris lemia miisy ziniasklaidos tong* (Ten pat: 447).

Tyré¢jas pazymi, kad iki praeito amziaus deSimto deSimtmecio vidurio Rusijos
ziniasklaidoje susiformavo du mitai apie Baltijos Salis — ,,vienas apie Baltijos Saliy
tautas, kitas — apie jy poziarj j rusus (Ten pat: 450). Sie mitai yra negatyvaus pobidZio.
R. Simonianas akcentuoja, kad jie atitiko Rusijos gyventojy pozitirj i Baltijos Salis kaip |
Soviety Sajungos Zlugimo kaltininkes. Apibendrinamas tyrimo dalj, skirtg Baltijos Saliy
jvaizdziui Rusijos ziniasklaidoje, R. Simonianas daro iSvada, kad ,,didZiojoje Rusijos
visuomenés dalyje susiformavo negatyvus pozitris j Baltijos Salis, ir i§ esmés tai jvyko
dél Ziniasklaidos daromo poveikio* (Ten pat: 451).

Tyrimy apZzvalga leidzia teigti, kad darby, susijusiy su nagrinéjama tema, autoriai
dazniausiai pasirenka analizei trumpesnj, nei musy tyrime, laikotarpj. Jie koncentruoja
savo démes] ] internetinés ziniasklaidos iSteklius. Kaip i§imt; galima jvardyti R.
Simoniano disertacijg, taciau ir joje Baltijos Saliy jvaizdis Rusijos Ziniasklaidoje néra

pagrindiné tema. Tai rodo, kad nagrinéjamos temos iStirtumas Siandien vis dar yra
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menkas.

Zvalgomasis tyrimas. Atsizvelgiant j menkg pasirinktos temos iStirtuma bei
siekiant iSgryninti tyrimo problematika, Sio darbo autorius atliko Zvalgomajj tyrima,
kuriuo buvo siekiama atskleisti konfliktinio naratyvo aspektus Rusijos Zziniasklaidos
tekstuose apie Baltijos Salis (Zvalgomojo tyrimo objektu tapo internetiné ziniasklaida).
Minéto tyrimo rezultatai buvo pristatyti moksliniuose konferencijose Lietuvoje ir uz jos
riby (Ukrainoje, Turkijoje), taip pat pateikti mokslinése publikacijose”.

Tyrimui buvo pasirinktos 6 temos, susijusios su jvykiais Baltijos Salyse,
atspindinCios jvairias konfliktines situacijas, chronologiskai patenkancias j pasirinkta

2002-2008 mety laikotarp;:

1 tema. Tautiniy mazumy mokykly reforma (2003—-2004 m., Latvija). Reformos
tikslas — skatinti aktyvesnj ir platesn; latviy kalbos wvartojimg tautiniy mazumy
mokykloje. Reformai aktyviai prieSinosi Latvijos rusy bendruomeneg.

2 tema. Rusy naikintuvo Su-27 katastrofa Lietuvos teritorijoje (2005 mety
rugséjo—spalio mén., Lietuva). Konfliktinés situacijos esme¢ — Lietuvos Respublikos oro
erdves pazeidimas, nesutarimai dél incidento tyrimo, l¢ktuvo piloto sulaikymas.

3 tema. Bronzinio kario istorija (2007 m. balandzio—geguzés mén., Estija).
Reakcija ; paminklo Didziojo Tévynés karo kariams (vadinamasis Bronzinis karys)
perkélimg 1§ Talino centro j Kariy kapines.

4 tema. Sovietinés simbolikos sulyginimas su faSistine simbolika ir jos
uzdraudimas (2008 m. liepos-rugpjicio mén., Lietuva). Lietuvos Respublikos Seimas
priéme jstatyma, draudziantj vie$a sovietinés simbolikos demonstravima.

5 tema. Latvijos SS veteranai (visas laikotarpis, Latvija). Astri ir aktyvi Rusijos
reakcija j Latviy SS savanoriy legiono veterany renginius. Rusijos informacingje erdvéje
tai yra nuolat aktualizuojama tema.

6 tema. Estijos SS legiono veterany aktyvumas (visas laikotarpis, Estija). Astri ir
aktyvi Rusijos reakcija | Estijos SS savanoriy legiono veterany renginius. Rusijos

informacingje erdve¢je tai yra nuolat aktualizuojama tema.

3 Zr. $ios santraukos Disertacijos aprobavimo dalj.
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Zvalgomojo tyrimo metu buvo nustatyta, kad virtualioje (internetinéje) Rusijos
informacingje erdveje tekstai, formuojantys neigiama Baltijos Saliy vaizdinj, nevyrauja,
taCiau neigiamo vaizdinio kontlirai yra rySkesni, labiau apibrézti ir suformuoti, nei
neutralaus pobiidzio pasakojimo apie jvykius Baltijos Salyse démenys.

Atskiri su Lietuva, Latvija ar Estija susij¢ naratyvai skiriasi neZymiai. Tai parodo,
kad Rusijos pozitiris j atskiras Baltijos Salis i§ esmés yra labai panasus, tad zZvalgomojo
tyrimo metu iSskirti naratyvai vertintini kaip atskiri vieno naratyvo apie Baltijos Salis
démenys.

Baltijos Salys vaizduojamos kaip Rusijai nedraugiskos. Dazniausiai pasitaiko
kaltinimy rusofobija, bandymu perrasyti istorija (pastarasis kaltinimas yra susijes su
Antrojo pasaulinio karo istorijjos ir sovietinio laikotarpio jvykiy vertinimu).

Santykiuose su Baltijos Salimis pabréziama aukStesné Rusijos pozicija. Baltijos
valstybés jvardijamos kaip nelygios Rusijos Federacijos partnerés. Kuriamame Baltijos
Saliy vaizdinyje svarbig vieta uzimg ir pati Rusija. Ji daZnai vaizduojama kaip aktyvi
konflikto dalyvé — net tada, kai kalbama apie vidinius Baltijos Saliy reikalus. Pastebéta,
kad atitinkamuose naratyvuose Siandieniné Rusija lyginama ir tapatinama su Soviety
Sajunga. Siame kontekste abejonés dél sovietings istorijos versijos teisingumo
priskiriamos prie rusofobijos apraisky, bandymy jgelti Rusijai.

Esminé Zvalgomojo tyrimo iSvada tokia: neigiamam Baltijos Saliy vaizdiniui kurti
Rusijos internetin¢ Ziniasklaida naudoja nuo seno Zinomas propagandinio puolimo
priemones ir instrumentus. Neigiamas Baltijjos Saliy vaizdinys masinéje Rusijos
visuomeneés sgmongje virsta bendriniu vaizdiniu, nes Rusijos informacingje erdveéje jam
néra sukurta jokios atsvaros.

Lyginant su Zvalgomuoju tyrimu — disertacijoje démesys yra sukoncentruotas ne
vien ] konfliktiniy situacijy, bet taip pat ir | neutraliy (nekonfliktiniy) atvejy analize.
Atsizvelgiant | tiriamo laikotarpio aspektus, darbo objektu pasirinkta Rusijos periodiné
spauda.

Darbo tikslas: istirti, kokig jtaka Rusijos periodinés spaudos poziiiriui ] Baltijos

Salis turéjo geopolitiniai posovietings erdves pokyciai.
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Darbo uZdaviniai:

Suformuluoti hipotezes empiriniam tyrimui, atsizvelgiant j Rusijos ziniasklaidos
raidos ir ziniasklaidos modelio ypatumus bei Rusijos Federacijos ir Baltijos Saliy
santykiy dinamika 1991-2009 metais;

[Sanalizavus darbotvarkés ir réminimo teorijas bei vaizdinio ir poZitirio santyki,
nustatyti spaudos tekste formuojamo poziiirio struktiirg ir sukurti jo tyrimo
modelj;

[8analizuoti, ar Rusijos periodinés spaudos pozitris j Lietuva, Latvija, Estija
skiriasi, ar yra vieningas (poziliris j Baltijos Salis kaip ] vienalyt] geopolitinj
darinj);

Pritaikius Girardet'o (2007) politiniy mity tipologija ir propagandiniy techniky
sagvada (Hobbs, McGee, 2014) istirti, kokie Siuolaikiniai (politiniai) mitai ir
propagandinés technikos yra pasitelkiamos formuojant Rusijos periodinés
spaudos poziiirj | Baltijos Salis;

Sudaryti tiriamo periodo pjiiviy pagrindiniy koncepty, formuojanciy pozitr] ]

Baltijos Salis Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje, sgvada.

Ginamieji teiginiai. Atlikta mokslinés literatiros apzvalga ir jgyvendintas

Zvalgomasis tyrimas leidzia suformuluoti tokius ginamuosius teiginius:

1.

Nesutarimai dél bendros istorinés praeities vertinimo ir sudétingi dviSaliai
santykiai tarp Rusijos Federacijos ir Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos lemia neigiamo
pozitrio elementy atsiradimg Rusijos periodinés spaudos publikacijose, skirtose
Baltijos Salims;

Teigiamas poziiiris ] Baltijos Salis Rusijos periodin¢je spaudoje yra susijgs su
nostalgiSku bendros praeities (sovietmecio) vertinimu ir potencialiai
depolitizuotomis temomis (sportas, kultiira);

Apie Baltijjos Salis raSantys Rusijos periodinés spaudos autoriai turi iSankstines
nuostatas, paremtas stereotipiniais jsivaizdavimais apie Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos

politinio ir visuomeninio gyvenimo realijas;
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4. Rusijos periodingje spaudoje | Lietuva, Latvija ir Estijg Zzilirima kaip ] vienalyt]

darinj, taikant visoms joms vienodas charakteristikas ir vertinimus.

Mokslinio tyrimo metodas. Empiriniam tyrimui pasirinkta kiekybiné ir kokybiné
atrinkty periodinés spaudos publikacijy turinio analiz¢. Tekstai atrinkti i$ SeSiy pasirinkto

periodo pjuviy:

e 1991 metai (Soviety Sgjungos zlugimo laikotarpis);

e 1996 metai (prezidento rinkimai Rusijoje);

e 2000 metai (Vladimiro Putino jsitvirtinimas Rusijos valdzioje);
e 2003-2004 metai (ES ir NATO jZengia | posovieting erdve);

e 2008-2009 metai (,,tandemokratijos* laikotarpis Rusijoje).

Kiekybinés turinio analizés metodo pritaikymas leidzia atskleisti pagrindines
pozitrio } Baltijos Salis formavimo tendencijas — kaip intensyviai $is poziiirius yra
kuriamas, kokio pobiidzio temos dominuoja praneSimuose ir tekstuose, skirtuose Baltijos
valstybéms. Taip pat Sis metodas leidzia atskleisti, kiek démesio Rusijos periodingje
spaudoje sulaukia Baltijos Saliy regionas ir atskirai Lietuva, Latvija, Estija.

Tadiau pozidris yra subjektyvaus pobidzio konstruktas, todél pasitelkta ir
kokybin¢ turinio analizé, leidzianti iSskirti ir iSanalizuoti emocines teksty
charakteristikas, uZsléptas reikSmes ir kitus tyrimo tikslui svarbius elementus.
AtskleidZiamos ir apraSomos priemonés, kurias tiriamuoju laikotarpiu Rusijos spauda
naudojo pozitriui j Baltijos Salis formuoti, fiksuojama poziiirio kaita ir kaip ji yra
susijusi su geopolitiniais pokyciais posovietingje erdveéje bei vidiniais procesais Rusijos
Federacijos politiniame ir visuomeniniame gyvenime.

Gilesnés prasmés atskleidziamos pozitirio elementus interpretuojant pasitelkus
Stuolaikine politiniy mity teorijg. Atliekant §; darbg remtasi pranciizy mokslininko
Raoulio Girardet'o pasitilyta politiniy mity klasifikacija (Girardet, 2007). Taip pat buvo
tirta atskleisty poziiirio elementy atitiktis pagrindinéms propagandos technikoms (Hobbs,

McGee, 2014).
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Tyrimo naujumas. Atliktas tyrimas neturi analogy Lietuvos mokslin¢je erdveje.
PanaSaus pobudzio tyrimy iki $iol nebuvo atlikta ir kitose valstybése. Lietuvos
mokslininkai koncentravo démesj i Rusijos bandymus prasiskverbti j Lietuvos (ar
plac¢iau — Baltijos valstybiy) informacing erdve, ta¢iau maziau démesio buvo skirta
procesams Rusijos vidingje informacinéje erdvéje. Sis darbas bando uZpildyti minéta
spraga.

Tyrimo naujumas taip pat yra susijes su siekiu pazvelgti | problemg ne vien
lokaliu — t. y. Lietuvos — bet ir regioniniu lygmeniu. Darbe nagrinéjama visoms trims
Baltijos Salims aktuali problema, susijusi su jy bendra istorine patirtimi bei dabartine
geopolitine padétimi Europoje.

Darbo struktiira. Disertacijg sudaro dvi dalys (teorin¢ ir empirin¢). Pirma dalj
apima pokyc¢iy diskurso ir struktiriniy periodinés spaudos poziiirio elementy
nagrin¢jimas. Pirmame skyriuje ,,Geopolitinis Rusijos Federacijos ir Baltijos Saliy
diskursas“ nagrin¢jamos geopolitinés Rusijos Federacijos ir Baltijos Saliy paradigmos
bei jy pokyciai aktualiuoju tyrimo laikotarpiu. Ypatingas démesys kreipiamas j Rusijos
ir Baltijos Saliy geopolitiniy paradigmy saveikos problema, taip pat atskleidziamas
postimperinis Rusijos Federacijos diskursas bei konfliktiniai Rusijos ir Baltijos valstybiy
santykiy aspektai.

Antras pirmos dalies skyrius yra pavadintas ,,Ziniasklaidos veiksnys Rusijos ir
Baltijos Saliy santykiuose®. Jame analizuojamas Ziniasklaidos poveikio vaidmuo
politiniame diskurse, apzvelgiami Rusijos Ziniasklaidos sistemos ypatumai. Taip pat
analizuojamas informacijos ir propagandos santykio Rusijos Ziniasklaidoje aspektas.

Tre¢iajame pirmosios dalies skyriuje ,,Spaudos pozitirio formavimo aspektai‘
nagrinéjamos ziniasklaidos poziiirio sgvokos, atskleidziamas skirtumas tarp poziiirio i
Salj ir Salies jvaizdzio Ziniasklaidoje, analizuojama suformuoto poziiirio jtaka masinei
visuomenés sgmonei, komunikaciniai jo sklaidos aspektai. Apzvelgiamos darbotvarkés ir
réminimo teorijos, susijusios su vaizdinio formavimo ziniasklaidos tekstuose
problematika.

Siame skyriuje taip pat analizuojami $iuolaikiniai mitai ir stereotipai,

atskleidziama, kaip jie tampa ziniasklaidos poziiirio elementais. Tam tikslui pateikiami
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mito ir stereotipo apibréZimai, analizuojami moksliniai poziiiriai ] mity ir stereotipy
funkcionavimg, jy formavimo ziniasklaidoje principus ir poveiki publicistiniam
naratyvui. Ypatingas démesys skiriamas mity ir stereotipy vaidmeniui poziiirio | kita Salj
formavimo kontekste.

Antroje disertacijos dalyje pateiktas empirinis Rusijos ziniasklaidos poZiiirio ]
Baltijos $alis tyrimas.

Empiriniam tyrimui atrinkti trys Rusijos Federacijoje leidziami periodiniai
leidiniai: savaitrastis ,,Argumenty 1 fakty* (leidZiamas nuo 1978 mety), dienrasciai
,Komsomolskaja pravda“ (leidziamas nuo 1925 mety) ir ,Izvestija“ (leidZziamas nuo

1917 mety). Leidiniy atrinkti pagal Siuos kriterijus:

e Leidybos laikotarpis (atsizvelgta j tai, ar leidinys buvo leidziamas tyrimo
laikotarpiu; ar leidinio leidybos metai apima visg tyrimo laikotarpj);

e Leidinio platinimo aspektas (atrinkti federalinio lygio laikrasciai, t. y., leidiniai
platinti visoje Rusijos teritorijoje);

e Leidinio statusas (pasirinkti laikraS¢iai priskiriami aukStesnio lygio leidiniams —

vengiant bulvarinés periodikos).

Atrinkty leidiniy prekés Zenklai yra aiskiai atpazjstami daugumos Rusijos
gyventojy. Minéti laikrasCiai turi stabiliga lojalig auditorijg. Juos, pasitelkiant A.
Aleksejevo (1999) pasiiilyta naujosios Rusijos spaudos tipologija, galima priskirti prie
politinés visuomeninés spaudos (rus. obwecmeenno-norumudeckas npecca) kategorijos.
Sie leidiniai iSaugo i§ sovietiniy masiniy bendrapolitiniy (rus. o6wenorumuueckue)
leidiniy. Jiems yra buidingos informavimo apie jvykius, apzvalginé ir analitiné funkcijos
(Anekcees, 1999).

Atrenkant leidinius, buvo atsizvelgta j tai, kad tyrinéjamu laikotarpiu spaudos
populiarumas keitési. Tiriamo laikotarpio pradzioje spauda daré reikSmingg jtaka Rusijos
visuomenei — ji tapo esmine alternatyva oficioziniai, valdZios kontroliuojamai televizijai,
taciau veliau spaudos pozicijas paveiké tiek atsirade komerciniai televizijos kanalai, tiek

internetas ir naujosios — interneto — medijos.
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Pasirinkti leidiniai sugeb¢jo iSsaugoti populiarumg ir jtaka iki Siy dieny. 2013
mety ataskaitos apie Rusijos spaudg duomenimis ,,Argumenty 1 fakty”“ bei
,,JKomsomolskaja pravda“ buvo savaitiniy ir ménesiniy leidiniy lyderiai*, o ,,Izvestija“
pateko ] populiariausiy (turin€iy didZiausig tirazg) dienrasc¢iy deSimtuka (Poccwuiickas
nepuoanyeckas nevars, 2013).

Atsizvelgus | teorinés medziagos analizg, antrosios dalies pirmajame skyriuje
formuojamos empirinio tyrimo hipotezés, taip pat pateikiama schema, atspindinti

pozitrio tyrimo struktiirg.

Tyrimo medzZiaga (Rusijos periodinés
spaudos tekstai)
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1 schema: Darbo autoriaus sudaryta poZiiirio tyrimo struktiira

Antroje dalyje pateikiama 1§ minéty leidiniy atrinkty teksty — straipsniy ir
pranesimy, susijusiy su Baltijos Saliy tema (jvykiai Baltijos Salyse ir jy interpretavimas,

Rusijos ir Baltijos Saliy santykiy aspektai) — analizé. Pozitris j Baltijos valstybes

* 1993 metais laikraStis ,,Komsomolskaja pravda“ pradétas leisti ne tik dienraiCio, bet ir savaitrascio, kurj galima
prenumeruoti atskirai, pavidalu.
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analizuojamas pagal negatyvumo ir pozityvumo XKriterijus, jis interpretuojamas per
Siuolaikinés (politinés) mitologijos ir propagandos techniky taikymo prizme.

Atlikus teorinj ir empirinj tyrimus nustatyta, kad Rusijos periodiné spauda skiria
nuolatin] démesj Baltijos Saliy aktualijoms. Ypac intensyvus jis buvo 1991 metais, tai
lémé kelios esmings aplinkybés: jvykiai Baltijos valstybése buvo interpretuojami kaip
vidinis (Soviety Sajungos) reikalas, démesj Sia kryptimi taip pat verté koncentruoti
konflikto tarp Sajunginio centro (Maskvos) ir respubliky vadovybiy situacija. Véliau
démesys Baltijos Salims Rusijos periodingje spaudoje néra toks intensyvus, taciau turi
pastovumo pozymiy (pastebéta, kad skirtingais periodais, priklausomai nuo
tarpvalstybiniy santykiy ir geopolitiniy jvykiy aplinkybiy, kei¢iasi démesio vektorius —

labiau sekami jvykiai vienoje arba kitoje Baltijos Salyje).

ISvados

Atlikus teorinj ir empirin] tyrimg nustatyta, kad Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje
skiriamas nuolatinis démesys Baltijos Saliy aktualijoms. Ypac intensyvus jis buvo 1991
metais, tai lémé kelios esminés aplinkybés: jvykiai Baltijos valstybése buvo
interpretuojami kaip vidinis (Soviety Sgjungos) reikalas, démesj Sia kryptimi taip pat
verté koncentruoti konflikto tarp Sgjunginio centro (Maskvos) ir respubliky vadovybiy
situacija. Véliau démesys Baltijos Salims Rusijos periodin¢je spaudoje néra toks
intensyvus, taciau turi pastovumo pozymiy (pastebéta, kad skirtingais periodais,
priklausomai nuo tarpvalstybiniy santykiy ir geopolitiniy jvykiy aplinkybiy, keiciasi
démesio vektorius — labiau sekami jvykiai vienoje arba kitoje Baltijos Salyje).

Teorinis tyrimas parodé¢, kad Rusijos ir Baltijos Saliy santykiai po Soviety
Sajungos zlugimo buvo jtempti. Tai sietina su postimperine Rusijos Federacijos pozicija
bei Sios valstybés ambicijomis i§saugoti jtaka posovietinéje erdveje.

Teoriniame tyrime analizuojami Rusijos Ziniasklaidos sistemos ypatumai.
Darytina iSvada, kad Rusijos Federacijos ziniasklaidos sistema neatitinka né vieno i$
Vakary pasaulio Ziniasklaidai biidingy modeliy. Sioje valstybéje po Soviety Sajungos
zlugimo susiformavo atskiras — Eurazijos — Ziniasklaidos modelis, kuriam, viena vertus,

budinga vakarietiSko pobiuidzio komercializacija, kita vertus — sgveika su valdzia ir

49



valstybés kiSimasis ] Ziniasklaidos reikalus.

Atsizvelgus | teorinio tyrimo rezultatus buvo formuojama empirinio tyrimo
metodika.

Vienas 1§ esminiy empirinio tyrimo klausimy yra susijes su siekiu atskleisti, ar
Rusijos periodinés spaudos pozitiris ] Lietuva, Latvija, Estijg skiriasi, ar yra vieningas
(pozitris ] Baltijos $alis kaip j vienalytj geopolitinj regiong).

Kiekybiné teksty analizé¢ rodo, kad regioninis Baltijos Saliy lygmuo iSreiksStas
silpnai (tai yra visy periodo pjiiviy tendencija). Didesné¢ (apie 3/4) periodinés spaudos
teksty dalis yra skirta atskiriems Lietuvos, Latvijos ar Estijos jvykiams ir kitoms su
Siomis valstybémis susijusioms temoms.

Taciau kokybiné teksty analizé — atitinkamy poziiirio koncepty sagvado sudarymas
— atskleidzia, kad ziniy i§ Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos (o taip pat su Siomis valstybémis
susijusios informacijos) réminimui ir pozicionavimui pasitelkiami panaSiis principai.
PanaSiu biidu pateikiamos ir interpretuojamos specifinés, su visomis Baltijos Salimis
susijusios temos (iSstojimas i§ Soviety Sgjungos, istoriné pokario rezistencija, integracija
1 ES ir NATO). Atsizvelgiant | tai daroma iSvada, jog Rusijos periodinés spaudos
diskurse poziiiris j Baltijos Salis formuojasi kaip i geopolitiSkai vieninga regiong, o
atskiri Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos vaizdiniai gali buti interpretuojami Kkaip
integralios Sio bendro vaizdinio dalys.

Tyrimo metu pasitvirtino arba nepasitvirtino kelios hipotezeés:

Hipotezé: Pateikiant Baltijos Saliy naujienas, Rusijos spaudoje dominuoja neigiamos
konotacijos ir neigiamo pobiidzZio diskursq formuojantys rémai.

Tyrimo metu atskleista, kad visuose pasirinkto laikotarpio tyrimo pjuviuose i$
tikryjy dominuoja negatyvus pozidris j Baltijos valstybes. Sis poZifiris formuojamas
kompleksiSkai — per atitinkamg konotacijg turin¢iy charakteristiky (apibrézimy,
vertinimy) suteikimg Baltijos Salims. Taip pat taikant propagandinio naratyvo formavimo
technikas, atkartojant stereotipus bei plétojant moderniosios (politinés) mitologijos
diskursa.

Negatyvus pozilris iSreiSkiamas per skirtingas temines paradigmas. Politiniu
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lygmeniu Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje akcentuojamas Baltijos Saliy prieSiSkumas
Rusijai. Kaip struktiirinis pozitrio elementas fiksuojamas ir bandymas sukompromituoti
Baltijos Saliy valdzios struktiiras bei valdymo sistemas — pozicionuoti jas kaip
neefektyvias, neveikianc¢ias. Diskredituojamos ir esminés Baltijos Saliy valstybingumo
idéjos — kvestionuojamas savarankiSkumas (politinis, ekonominis), akcentuojamos
socialinio gyvenimo problemos, iSkeliama kriminaliné tema ir pan.

Propagandiniy techniky priemonémis Baltijos valstybés charakterizuojamos kaip
fasistinés, nacistinés, antirusiskos, rusofobiskos. Sie kaltinimai Baltijos 3alims
pateikiami tiek nesutarimy dé¢l praeities jvykiy vertinimo (istoriniame), tiek aktualiy
(dazniausiai — politiniy) jvykiy diskurse.

Svarbiu neigiamo poziiirio elementu tampa temos, susijusios su rusakalbés
mazumos padétimi Baltijos Salyse. Cia dominuoja diskriminavimo — Zmogaus teisiy ir
laisviy pazeidimo — tema. Rusijos periodinés spaudos formuojamame vaizdinyje
rusakalbés bendruomenés iSskiriamos 1§ integralios Lietuvos, Latvijos, Estijos
visuomeniy struktiiros. Jos yra prieSinamos Baltijos Salims (ir pirmiausia Baltijos Saliy
valdZios struktiiroms), marginalizuojamos ir stigmatizuojamos.

Pastebima tendencija, kad reikSmingu Rusijos periodinés spaudos pozitrio j
Baltijos Salis (net aptariant jy vidaus reikalus) elementu tampa pati Rusija — jos oficiali
politiné pozicija. Sis elementas pasireiskia arba tiesiogiai (Baltijos $aliy santykiy su
Rusija tema), arba netiesiogiai (Baltijos Saliy integracijos | Vakary pasaulio struktirg
klausimai, rusakalbés bendruomenés/tévynainiy tema). Tokioje poziiirio struktiiroje
Rusija neretai uzima pagrinding vieta, vadinasi, pritaikius poziiiriui binarinés opozicijos
»savas — svetimas® struktiirg, atitinka ,,savo® pozicijg. Baltijos Salys tokiu atveju
pozicionuojamos kaip ,,(reik§mingas) svetimas“. Si pozicija taip pat leidzia Rusijos
periodiniai spaudai formuoti negatyvy pozitirj ] Baltijos Salis, demonizuojan jas,
hiperbolizuojant jy antagonizma Rusijos atzvilgiu.

Pozityvaus (ir tai paciai kategorijai priskiriamo neutralaus) Rusijos periodinés
spaudos poziiirio ] Baltijos Salis elementai, iSskirti tyrimo metu, yra pernelyg silpni, kad
galéty atsverti dominuojant] negatyvy pozitri. 2000 ir 2003-2004 mety tyrimo pjiivio

tendencijos galéjo leisti tikeétis, kad pozityvus pozitiris | Baltijos Salis galbiit gali laikui
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einant uzimti dominuojancig pozicijg Rusijos periodinés spaudos formuojamo Baltijos
Saliy vaizdinio struktiiroje, taciau 2008-2009 mety duomenys pademonstravo kitg
tendencija (Siuo periodu poziiiris yra labiau pavirSutiniskas, schematiskas ir, atitinkamai,
turi stipresn¢ neigiamg konotacija). Tyrimo metu nustatyta, kad didziausig teigiama
isptdj Rusijos periodinei spaudai daro ekonominiai Baltijos Saliy pasiekimai. Teigiamai
vertinamos ir sporto pergalés bei kulttrinio lauko jvykiai. Dar vienas teigiamo poziiirio
struktiirinis elementas yra pozityviis poslinkiai santykiuose su Rusija (retais Baltijos

Saliy ir Rusijos Federacijos santykiy atSilimo/normalizacijos laikotarpiais).

Hipotezé: Rusijos spaudoje formuojamo poZiurio j Baltijos Salis kaita yra susijusi su
geopolitiniais pokyciais posovietiniame regione.

Tyrimo metu §i hipotezé i§ esmés nepasitvirtino. Geopolitiniy pokyc¢iy poveikis
Rusijos periodinés spaudos poziiiriui ] Baltijos Salis néra toks stiprus, kaip buvo
manoma. Geopolitiniy pokyciy aspektai i§ tikryjy daro tam tikra poveikj Baltijos Saliy
vaizdiniui Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje, taCiau Sis poveikis nelemia reikSmingo
dominuojancio neigiamo poziiirio ] Baltijos valstybes poky¢io. Tyrimas parodé¢, kad
bendras pozityvesnis pozitiris ] Lietuva, Latvija ir Estijg fiksuojamas Rusijos periodinés
spaudos publikacijose 2003—-2004 metais, t. y., stipréjant Vladimiro Putino kuriamam
autoritariniam politiniam modeliui bei Baltijos valstybéms stojant ; Maskvos prieSisku
latkomg NATO bloka, o ne 1996 metais, kai Rusijos Federacija bandé adaptuoti
demokrating (liberalig) sistemg. Taip pat ir konfrontacijos su Maskva 1991 metais
situacijoje bendras negatyvaus poziiirio lygis néra toks aukstas, kaip 1996 ar 2008—-2009
tyrimo periodais.

Tai leidzia daryti iSvada, kad Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje dominuoja bendras,
dar anksSciau (numanomai — sovietmeciu) susiformaves ontologiSkas poziaris j

Baltijos Salis, kurio giluminés struktiiros neveikia aktualiis geopolitiniai poky¢iai.
Hipotezé: Keiciantis Rusijos Ziniasklaidos modeliui (nuo sovietinio prie laisvojo, véliau

transformuojantis j specifinj Eurazinj modelj), keitési ir Ziniasklaidos formuojamas

Baltijos saliy vaizdinio diskursas: sovietinio ir naujojo Eurazinio modelio laikotarpiu
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spaudos diskursas priartéjo prie oficialaus Rusijos poZiiirio | Baltijos Salis, i§ esmés
susiliedamas su Sios valstybés vvkdomos tarptautinés politikos diskursu.

Si hipotezé pasitvirtino tik i§ dalies. Neatskleista, kad Ziniasklaidos modelio
poky¢iai labai paveikty Rusijos perioding€je spaudoje dominuojant] poziiir; | Baltijos
valstybes bei lemty $io pozitrio pokycius. 2003—2004 mety tyrimo periodu (kai Rusijos
ziniasklaidos sistema, kartu su Salies politine sistema, vis labiau slenka link naujojo
autoritarinio modelio) pozitris | Baltijos Salis, yra net pozityvesnis nei 1996 mety
periodu, kai ziniasklaidos sistema bandé orientuotis j liberalaus modelio principus
(poveikio atveju turéty biiti fiksuojamas atvirkstinis rezultatas).

Taciau 2008—2009 mety laikotarpiu, kai spaudos laisvés rémai Rusijoje dar labiau
susiaur¢ja, fiksuojamas neigiamo pozitrio | Baltijos Salis lygio Suolis (taip pat mazéja
bendras neutraliy teksty procentas) — o tai koreliuoja su oficialia Rusijos Federacijos
politine pozicija Baltijos Saliy atzvilgiu. Taciau tai yra paskutinis i§ tiriamojo laikotarpio
pjuviy ir tam, kad galima biity patvirtinti (arba paneigti), kad Sis pokytis atitinka

hipotezés prielaida, reikéty atlikti atitinkama vélesniy periody analize.

Hipotezé: Poziuris j Baltijos Salis Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje formuojamas
panaudojant jvairias propagandos technikas.

Si hipotezé pasitvirtino, nes tirtose Rusijos periodinés spaudos publikacijose
pasitaiko propagandai priskiriamy elementy. Nustatyta, kad 1§ tyrimui iSskirty septyniy
propagandos techniky aptinkami keturiy propagandos techniky pédsakai. Rusijos
periodinés spaudos publikacijose, skirtose Baltijos Salims, dazniausiai naudojamos
,Manipuliavimo asociacijomis® (Baltijos Saliy kaltinimas fasizmu ir nacionalizmu) ir
,Etike¢iy klijavimo* (suteikimas Lietuvai, Latvijai, Estijai antirusisky ir rusofobisky
valstybiy charakteristikos) technikos.

Reciau — ,,Blizgancio apibendrinimo* technika (pavyzdziui, teiginys, kad Baltijos
Salyse nemeégsta rusy). Taip pat prie reCiau aptinkamy priskirtina ir ,,Fakty parinkimo*
technika. Pastaroji dazniausiai pasitaiko publikacijose, kuriose minimi skausmingi (bet
Baltijos Salyse ir Rusijoje skirtingai interpretuojami) bendros istorijos potyriai ir jvykiai.

Propagandinio pobiidzio informacijos turinys rodo, kad Rusijos periodiné spauda
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i§ esmés orientuojasi j oficialy Rusijos valdZios formuojama diskursa. Sios tendencijos

stipré¢jimas ypac iSrySkeja 2008—2009 mety tyrimo pjuvyje.

Hipotezé: Rusijos spaudos poziiris j Baltijos Salis yra mitologizuotas.

Si hipotezé i§ esmés pasitvirtino. Negalima teigti, kad Rusijos periodinés spaudos
pozitris  Baltijos Salis yra labai mitologizuotas, taciau aiSkiis moderniosios (politinés)
mitologijos pédsakai aptinkami pozitirio ] Baltijos Salis struktiiroje jvairiuose tyrimo
pjuviuose. Buvo nustatyta, kad Sios mitologinés konstrukcijos atitinka R. Girardet (2007)
i§skirty pagrindiniy Sgmokslo, Aukso amziaus, Vienybés politiniy mity kategorijas. Sie
mitai tampa neigiamo poziiirio j Baltijos Saliy Rusijos periodingje spaudoje dalimi,

taciau jy negalima biity priskirti prie dominuojanciy pozitirio elementy.

Galima konstatuoti, kad buvo jrodytos prielaidos, tapusios ginamyjy teiginiy
pagrindu. Atliktas darbas leido nustatyti, kad:

1. Nesutarimai dé¢l bendros praeities vertinimy ir sudétingi dvisaliai santykiai tarp
Rusijos Federacijos ir Baltijos Saliy lémé neigiamo pozitrio | Baltijos valstybes
dominavimg Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje. Geopolitiniai poky¢iai neturéjo Siam
pozitriui lemiamos jtakos, nes ji formuoja ne kasdiené politiné darbotvarke, bet
ontologinis (civilizacinis) konfliktas tarp Rusijos Federacijos ir Baltijos Saliy.
Kasdiené politin¢ darbotvarké atitinkamais momentais tik papildo ir sustiprina
neigiamg pozitrj | Baltijos Salis Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje.

2. Teigiamas poziiiris ] Baltijos valstybes Rusijos periodinéje spaudoje yra susijes su
nostalgisku bendros praeities (sovietmeciu) vertinimu ir sporto, kultiiros, kartais
ekonomikos temomis, bet tik tais atvejais, kai jos yra depolitizuotos. Tai yra
veidrodinis neigiamo pozitrio atspindys, kuriame ,,bendros praeities* diskursas
malSina postimperinius fantominius skausmus (t. y., prarasty teritorijy ir galios
ilgesj). Tokiais atvejais akcentuojami aspektai, niveliuojantys civilizacinj Rusijos
ir Baltijos Saliy konflikta, tam panaudojant 1940-1991 mety Rusija ir Baltijos Salis
priverstinai jungusio sovietmecio diskursg. Taip pat ir kai kuriy temy pateikimo

depolitizavimas leidzia iSvengti neigiamy vertinimy, susijusiy su nesutarimais dél
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praeities ar dabartiniais tarpvalstybiniais konfliktais.

. Rusijos periodinés spaudos neigiamo pozitirio | Baltijos Salis elementai atitinka
pagrindinius propagandiniy techniky taikymo principus. Todé¢l dalis teksty gali
buti priskirta prie propagandos, nukreiptos prie§ Baltijos valstybes, kategorijos.
Tokiy teksty atsiradimg, viena vertus, lemia politin¢ konjunktira, kita vertus —
teksty autoriy (Zurnalisty) iSankstinés nuostatos Baltijos 3aliy atzvilgiu. Sios
nuostatos pasireiSkia neigiamy koncepty (teiginiy apie Baltijos valstybes)
atkartojimu bei su Baltijos Salimis susijusiy stereotipy vartojimu konstruojant
tekstus.

Tyrimas parodé, kad Rusijos periodin¢je spaudoje j Lietuva, Latvija, Estija
ziurima kaip ] vienalyt] darinj. Visoms Baltijos valstybéms taikomos panasSios
charakteristikos, sutampa Siy Saliy vertinimai. Vienos valstybés charakteristikos
automatiSkai taikomos kitoms, nebandant §io proceso argumentuoti ar atskleisti

objektyviy priezas¢iy, lemianciy tokj sugretinima.

Disertacijos aprobacija.
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