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Summary of doctoral dissertation

Research question and tasks

The aim of this dissertation is to explain the differences in electoral volatility
between Lithuanian municipalities in municipal council elections. More specifically, it
aims to clarify why, despite the overall high fluidity of the Lithuanian electorate (a fact
well-grounded in previous research)!, different municipalities during the same local
elections exhibit a wide variety of electoral volatility, ranging from very low (comparable
to Western countries) to very high (typical for parliamentary elections in Lithuania). For
example, in the 2007 municipal council elections, the total electoral volatility in the
municipality of Panevézys was more than two times lower (14.3) than in the municipality
of Palanga (33.74).2

There are three main arguments why such an investigation is relevant and
worthwhile. First, previous research indicates that electoral volatility in Lithuania is very
high when compared both to Western countries and other young democracies.® Zenonas
Norkus even asserts that Lithuania holds an anti-record among the new EU members in
this regard.* It must be emphasized that high electoral volatility is associated with several
serious problems in a democracy, such as the weak structuring of the political competition,

the low transparency of political accountability, as well as irresponsible parties and

! Previous research reveals that social conditions conducive for the stabilization of electorate are absent in Lithuania.
Party identification level in Lithuanian society is low; cleavages (in a simple sense of links between particular
segments of society and respective parties) are relatively weak. Furthermore, trust in parties is very low (usually
around 10 percent). Party organizations are feeble: mass parties are non-existent and the party membership rate in
society does not exceed 3 percent. See: Ainé Ramonaité, Posovietinés Lietuvos politiné anatomija. Vilnius: Versus
Aureaus, 2007; Ainé Ramonaité and Rita Ziliukaité, “Explaining partisan loyalties in Lithuania”. Lithuanian
Political Science Yearbook 2008. Vilnius: VU TSPMI: 2009, pp. 11-31.; Ainé Ramonaité ir Rita Ziliukaite,
“Politinio atstovavimo kokybé Lietuvoje: partijy ir rinkéjy politiniy nuostaty atitikimo analizé“. In Ainé Ramonaite
(ed.), Partinés demokratijos pabaiga? Politinis atstovavimas ir ideologijos. Vilnius: Versus Aureus, 2009, pp. 90—
121. Numbers of party trust: European Comission, Standart Eurobaromter 77 (2012 spring wave).
<http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb_arch_en.htm> European Comission, 2012. [Viewed 2013 01 12];
European Comission, Standart Eurobaromter 78 (2012 autumn wave).
<http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/eb_arch_en.htm> European Comission, 2012. [Viewed 2013 01 12].

2 Detailed trends of volatility in Lithuanian local elections are presented in the 4.1 section of doctoral thesis.

3 Susanne Jungerstam-Mulders, ,,Parties and Party Systems in Post-Communist EU Member States: Comparative
Aspects“. In Susanne Jungerstam-Mulders (ed.), Post-Communist EU Member States: Parties and Party Systems.
Hampshire: Ashgate Publishing Limited, 2006, pp. 1-22; Algis Krupavi¢ius and Alvidas Lukosaitis (eds.), Lietuvos
politiné sistema: sqranga ir raida. Kaunas: Poligrafija ir informatika, 2004, p. 322; Mazvydas Jastramskis, ,,Partiniy
sistemy stabilumo samprata ir matavimas: Lietuvos situacija 1990-2010 metais.” Parlamento studijos, 2010, nr. 9,
pp. 144-169.

4 Zenonas Norkus, Kokia demokratija, koks kapitalizmas? Pokomunistine transformacija Lietuvoje lyginamosios
sociologijos poziuriu. Vilnius: Vilniaus Universiteto leidykla, 2008, p. 467.
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ineffective government.® The municipality-level analysis of electoral volatility divides the
country into 60 “small Lithuanias™,® therefore, it is possible to identify the specific factors
that could stabilize the Lithuanian electorate and reduce electoral volatility in the long run.

The second argument is related to the international dimension of political science.
When studying the municipal-level data of one country (Lithuania), the research
effectively controls for the cultural context. In this way, one of the main problems of
country-level studies (the inherent dependence of variance on the cultural specificity) is
eliminated. The investigation presented in this doctoral thesis is capable of testing
hypotheses that are otherwise hardly falsified or approved if a country-level database is
used. Special attention is given to the explanations of electoral instability that are based
on the influence of the party system (treated as an independent variable). With the
exception of Peter Mair’s work on the Netherlands’, up to now this explanation has
received little sound empirical support.

The third argument is related to the ever-thin body of literature on voting in local
elections in Lithuania. With the notable exception of several articles by Alvidas Lukosaitis
written in 2000-2003, this area of research has received very little attention in Lithuanian
political science. Such a shortage of academic knowledge creates a situation where
explanations of political trends (in municipalities) and of local election results are left to
the popular media, which tends to oversimplify. Some myths are well established without
any systematic empirical evidence. For example, the same parties tend to always get
elected and govern in municipalities; values and party labels are insignificant. In such a
context, this doctoral dissertation is important because it extends significantly the body of
literature on voting in Lithuanian municipal elections. Moreover, by employing the
scientific method, the project refutes the popular belief that results of local elections in
municipalities are always the same and can be explained solely by the personalities

running.

% Scott Mainwaring and Edurne Zoco, ,,Political Sequences and the Stabilization of Interparty Competition: Electoral
Volatility in Old and New Democracies®. Party Politics, Vol. 13, No.2, 2007, p. 157; Sarah Birch, Electoral Systems
and Political Transformation in Post-Communist Europe. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003, p. 120.

6 60 municipalities exist in Lithuania since the 2000 administrative reform. In the period of 1995-2000, 56
municipalities existed.

7 Peter Mair, “Electoral Volatility and the Dutch Party System: A Comparative Perspective”. Acta Politica, 2008, 43,
pp. 235-253, p. 238.



For these described reasons, this dissertation aims to explain the variance of electoral

volatility between the Lithuanian municipalities in six municipal council elections that

were held in 1995-2011. In order to achieve the aim of the dissertation, five tasks are

exercised in the presented research:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

To analyze thoroughly and evaluate critically the main theories and empirical
findings that are dedicated to the explanation of electoral volatility (electoral
instability). The first chapter of the dissertation is dedicated to this task.

To develop a theoretical model for the dissertation (formulate hypotheses) that
is best suited to explain the diversity of electoral volatility (in Lithuanian
municipal council elections). The second chapter of the dissertation is dedicated
to this task.

To formulate a research methodology that both critically evaluates the
alternatives and selects the most well-grounded measurement of variables and
methods best suited to explain the diversity of electoral volatility. The third
chapter of the dissertation is dedicated to this task.

To summarize the trends of electoral volatility in Lithuanian municipal council
elections (1995-2011), employing descriptive and inferential statistics. The first
section of the fourth chapter is dedicated to this task.

To explain the diversity of electoral volatility in Lithuanian municipal council
elections (1995-2011), employing descriptive and inferential statistics. Sections

two through five of the fourth chapter are dedicated to this task.

Literature review

Studies of electoral volatility have become especially relevant in recent decades.

Several trends are very important: the decline of mass parties, the rise of catch-all and

cartel parties®, and a progressive weakening of the two cleavages (class and religion) that

used to bind Western societies and party systems most strongly. ® A question arises

8 Otto Kirchheimer, “The Transformation of Western European Party Systems”. In Joseph La Palombara and Myron
Weiner (eds.), Political Parties and Political Development. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1966, pp. 177-
200; R. S. Katz, P. Mair, ,,Changing models of party organization and party democracy: The emergence of Cartel
Party”. Party Politics, vol. 1, no.1l, 1995, pp. 5-28; Peter Mair, Party System Change: Approaches and
Interpretations. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997, pp. 93-119.

® Mattei Dogan, ,,Class, religion, party: Triple decline of electoral cleavages in Western Europe*. In Karvonen, L.
and S. Kuhnle (eds.) Party Systems and Voter Alignments Revisited. London and New York: Routledge, 2001, pp.

91-110.



naturally from such a context: in the absence of mass parties and solid cleavages, what
factors are able to keep electoral instability at levels that do not threaten the quality of
democracy? From M. N. Pedersen’s seminal 1979 article and onwards, various studies
seek to evaluate if Western electorates have really became more volatile (and why), 1 if
new democracies will converge with the West in this regard, what explains the differences
in electoral volatility across them?!, and what determines the diversity of electoral
instability in the joint population of Western and new democracies.

The literature review reveals that there are several important facets of electoral
volatility that are worthwhile to explore. First, the total electoral volatility (also known as
Pedersen’s index) displays the aggregate electoral instability between two elections and is
also a good indicator of how well parties are entrenched in society. ** However, total
electoral volatility tends to blend the success of new parties with the vote redistribution
between older parties. Therefore, it is necessary to analyze a narrower facet of electoral
instability: extra-systemic volatility. This successfully captures the electoral fortunes of
marginal and new parties. Finally, changes in the electoral support for governing parties
also deserves attention: this aspect of electoral volatility allows one to understand if, how,
and why voters punish or reward governing parties in (local) elections.

The explanations of electoral volatility (and, accordingly, the independent variables)
in this doctoral dissertation are classified according to the three-fold theoretical scheme
that is gradually being used more often in party and party systems research: demand,
supply, and institutions. The first group of explanations (demand) focuses on the impulses
for electoral change that come from the structure of society, the transformation of this
structure, and evaluations of the short-term processes in a political system. This group is

further divided into explanations that rely on society structure (sociostructural

10 Mogens N. Pedersen, “The Dynamics of European Party Systems: Changing Patterns of Electoral Volatility”.
European Journal of Political Research, No. 7, 1979, pp. 1-26; Bartolini and Mair, 2007 (1990); Peter Mair, Party
System Change: Approaches and Interpretations. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1997.

11 Kenneth M. Roberts and Erik Wibbels, ,,Party Systems and Electoral Volatility in Latin America: A Test of
Economic, Institutional,and Structural Explanations®. The American Political Science Review, VVol. 93, No. 3, 1999,
pp. 575-590; Birch, 2003; Margit Tavits, “The Development of Stable Party Support: Electoral Dynamics in Post-
Communist Europe”. American Journal of Political Science, Vol. 49, No. 2 (Apr., 2005), pp. 283-298; Margit Tavits,
“On the linkage between electoral volatility and party system instability in Central and Eastern Europe”. European
Journal of Political Research, Vol. 47, 2008, pp. 537-555.

12 Mainwaring and Zoco, 2007; Erik-Jan Lane and Svante Ersson, ,,Party System Instability in Europe: Persistent
Differences in Volatily between West and East?“. Democratization, Vol. 14, No. 1, 2007, pp. 92-110.

13 Algis Krupavicius, ,,Party Systems in Central East Europe®. Lithuanian Political Science Yearbook, 2004. Vilnius:
Vilnius University, Institute of International Relations And Political Science, 2005, p. 31-58, p. 50.
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explanations) and economic factors (economic voting). Supply generally means the party
system and relations (behavior of) between the party elites. Finally, the group of
institutional (and contextual) explanations comprises the factors that cannot be attributed
to demand or supply but nevertheless affect electoral instability (like the electoral system

and size of the political unit).

Theoretical model

This doctoral dissertation is based on all of the principal explanations that are used
in the literature and have received empirical support in previous research. However, some
theoretical explanations must be modified in order for them to be used in the context of
Lithuanian local elections. Therefore, the theoretical model is based on a well-established
theoretical (and empirical) body of work but also includes modifications necessary for the
Lithuanian context and the research specifically presented in this project.

Regarding the sociostructural explanation, the most meaningful and also applicable
approach is by P. Mair and S. Bartolini. They analyze how electoral instability is affected
by the cultural heterogeneity and density of politically relevant organizations in a political
unit (in this dissertation this political unit is the municipality). Greater heterogeneity and
a more active civic participation in the organizations that represent important social
divides should decrease electoral instability.* However, social stratification in Lithuania
is loosely coupled with the party system. Furthermore, analysis of the most prominent (ex-
communist/anti-communist) cleavage is practically impossible to analyze at the municipal
level.™ Because of these reasons, factors of cultural heterogeneity are analyzed in this
dissertation with no prior theoretical expectations. However, one sociostructural
hypothesis is raised which foresees the effect of party membership level (a proxy for the
entrenchment of cleavages):

H1: Electoral volatility should be lower in municipalities where a larger percentage
of the resident population includes members of political parties.

The influence of economics on the results of local elections is little studied.

However, the review of theoretical literature and existing empirical evidence reveals that

14 Bartolini and Mair, 1990.
15 Mindaugas Jurkynas, “Emerging cleavages in new democracies: The case of Lithuania”. Journal of Baltic Studies,
2004, Vol. 35, No. 3, pp. 278-296; Ramonaité, 2007, pp. 39-62.
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there is no important argument why economic voting theory should not be used in such a
context. This dissertation has two defense statements that are theoretical (the other six are
empirical; see the section on main findings). The first of them argues that economic voting
theory is suitable to explain electoral volatility not only in first order elections
(parliamentary and presidential) but also in local elections (in case of Lithuania,
municipal council elections) that are usually treated as second order.

Three main hypotheses (the second, third and fourth in the dissertation) are raised
on the basis of economic voting theory. The second presupposes the short-term influence
of the economy and is divided into three sub-hypotheses, according to the three different
facets of electoral volatility. The third hypothesis presupposes the interaction between
party status at the national level and the economy. The fourth hypothesis foresees the long-
term influence of the economy.

H2a: Economic trends in Lithuanian municipalities influence the vote share
stability of the dominant party in a municipal council. Change in the economic situation
in a municipality is positively correlated to the change of the vote share given to this party
in elections (the lesser the improvement in the economic situation or the larger the
worsening, the greater is the loss, and vice versa).

H2b: Economic trends in Lithuanian municipalities influence total electoral
volatility. Change in the economic situation in a municipality is negatively correlated to
this volatility (the lesser the improvement in the economic situation or the larger the
worsening, the higher the electoral volatility, and vice versa).

H2c: Economic trends in Lithuanian municipalities influence extra-systemic
volatility. Change in the economic situation in a municipality is negatively correlated to
this volatility (the lesser the improvement in the economic situation or the larger the
worsening, the higher is the extra-systemic volatility, and vice versa).

H3: The economy influences electoral volatility more in municipalities where the
dominant party in the local government also belongs to the governing coalition at the
national level.

H4: Economically less developed municipalities should exhibit higher electoral
volatility in the long term.

From the supply group, two factors are not context-sensitive and are quite often

applied in studies where the case of observation is not a state (country). These factors are
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the real and formal formats of the party system. The fifth and sixth hypotheses are
formulated accordingly.

H5: The supply of parties is positively correlated to electoral volatility. The more
parties and candidate lists are presented at elections, the higher the electoral volatility.

H6: Party system fragmentation influences electoral volatility. The higher the
fragmentation in the municipality at election t-1, the higher the electoral volatility at
election t.

Regarding the relations between parties (party system mechanics), the polarization
(ideological distance) of party systems is widely used as an independent variable in
electoral volatility research. However, the literature review reveals that it is not possible
to construct a coherent theoretical argument. Some researchers argue that the higher degree
of polarization leads to more volatile elections, ¢ others, by contrast, assert that
polarization reduces instability.!” However, there is still no sound evidence that could
support one side or the other.

It is argued in this dissertation (second defense statement) that the influence of
polarization (according to Giovanni Sartori’s classification of party systems, this factor
defines party system mechanics) on electoral volatility cannot be theoretically justified as
unambiguous (as increasing or reducing electoral instability). Therefore, if party system
mechanics is included as an independent variable, it must be conceptualized (and
measured) as a long-term pattern of coalitional relations between parties. This
dissertation proposes a four-fold party system classification that is based both on G.
Sartori’s (fragmentation and polarization) and Peter Mair’s criteria (openness and
closeness of party system). 8 This classification allows discerning different coalitional
patterns in Lithuanian municipal councils: 1) a two-block party system structuring the
party competition into two blocks (with or without a center party) that is transparent to
voters (A block vs. B block); 2) a predominant party (parties) or block of parties constantly
retains governing status (irrespective of the voters’ choice), where competition is relatively
transparent (government vs. opposition); 3) a relatively dominant party that uses its

dominance in the governing coalition to manipulate the weak structuring of party systems

16 Tavits, 2005.
17 Roberts and Wibbels, 1999.
18 Mair, 1997; Mair, 2008.
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and retain the most important posts in government while constantly changing coalition
partners (the only transparent aspect is that if a voter chooses the relatively dominant party,
he chooses to support its rule); 4) an unstructured pattern with an open party system that
does not exhibit any transparent blocks or predictable coalitions.

Each of these party systems (coalitional patterns) has different incentives for the
stability of electoral behavior. On the basis of this classification, the seventh and eighth
hypotheses are discerned. The seventh hypothesis foresees a strict hierarchy of electoral
volatility across all types. The eighth hypothesis is more relaxed; it predicts difference
only between two radical types (according to the incentives for electoral stability).

H7:. Different party systems in municipalities influence long-term electoral
volatility. The fewer incentives in the party system (that is defined by a particular pattern
of party coalitional behavior) to consider the party competition as divided into blocks, the
higher the electoral volatility

H8: Different party systems in municipalities influence long-term electoral
volatility. In two-block party systems, electoral volatility should be significantly lower
than in unstructured party systems.

It must be emphasized that the influence of supply factors in the local elections is
not limited to the local party system (its format and mechanics). Interaction between the
local and national party system may also exert some impact, especially regarding the
observation that coalitions in municipal councils tend to be oversized and contradictory.*®
If voters witness that the coalitional behavior of local party actors does not reflect the
trends (long-term or short-term) in the national party system (for example, the local
coalition is made between parties that oppose each other ideologically at the national level),
such a situation bears fewer incentives for stable voting behavior. The ninth hypothesis
formulates the relationship between local-national party system interplay and volatility in
municipal elections.

H9: In those the municipalities where local coalitions contravened the coalitional
behavior at the national level (during the period under observation), electoral volatility

should be higher.

19 Alvidas Lukogaitis, ,,Savivaldybiy taryby ir mery rinkimai-2002: politiniy partijy santykiai ir partinés sistemos
raida.“ Politologija, 2003, Nr. 2 (30), pp. 41-79, p. 67.
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The influence of turnout on electoral volatility is difficult to discern theoretically.
Both of these phenomena are tied to election results (as events, they happen at the same
time). However, this dissertation argues that, in the Lithuanian context, it is worthwhile to
formulate a hypothesis which presupposes a correlation between those two factors. It is
established in the previous research that only 25 percent of Lithuanian voters have
relatively stable electoral preferences. ?° That means that higher electoral turnout should
lead to a greater share of fluid voters in elections. This means more vote switching and
more votes given to new, marginal parties. The tenth hypothesis defines this correlation.

H10: Electoral turnout should be correlated to electoral volatility in the short-term.
The higher is the turnout, the higher is the electoral volatility.

The main independent variables discussed in the theoretical part are additionally
classified into short-term and long-term factors. Long-term factors are: cleavages (party
membership density, H1 and cultural heterogeneity), party systems (patterns of coalitional
behavior: H7 and H8), municipality’s economic development (H4), population size and
district magnitude. Short-term factors are: economic trends between elections (H2a-c, H3),
electoral turnout (H10), the correspondence between local and national party systems (H9),

real and formal format of party system (supply of parties and fragmentation, H5-6).

Methodology

The case of observation in this doctoral dissertation is a municipality at a particular
election. Therefore the presented research could be defined as a case of “large N.” Samples
that are used in the empirical analysis consist of 56-60 cases (on average). Largely because
of this, the presented research is quantitative. Another important argument (why this
doctoral dissertation employs quantitative methods) is that the available data for the
majority of dependent and independent variables is of a quantitative nature. Finally, this
dissertation is based on the deductive reasoning that is the most common approach to
theory and empirical research: on the basis of theories and existing literature, hypotheses

are formulated and tested in the sample (samples) of Lithuanian municipalities.?

20 Ramonaité and Ziliukaité, 2009, pp. 11-31.
21 Alan Bryman, Social Research Methods. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012 (4th edition), p. 24.
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The source for the calculations of dependent variables (total electoral volatility,
extra-systemic volatility, and vote share change of a municipality’s dominant party) and
some independent variables (supply of parties, fragmentation of party system, turnout)
was the official results of municipal council elections, published by the Central Electoral
Commission of the Republic of Lithuania. Economic and social structure indicators were
taken from datasets published by Statistics Lithuania. Data on the coalitions in Lithuanian
municipalities (for the analyzed period, 1995-2011) was collected from two sources: 1)
questionnaires sent to the information departments of every municipality and 2) the
Parliamentary Research Department of the Lithuanian Parliament, which provided the
remaining data (part of the municipalities decided not to cooperate or did not respond).

Five main samples corresponding to the periods between Lithuanian municipal
counci; elections are usedf in the empirical analysis: 1995-1997, 1997-2000, 2002—2007
and 2007-2011. In order to control for the period specificity, the testing of hypotheses is
conducted separately in these samples. The main quantitative methods used in the
empirical analysis are descriptive statistics, correlation coefficients, non-parametric tests

of population comparison, and ordinary least squares regression.

Main findings

The empirical analysis presented in this doctoral presentation reveals that three
facets of electoral volatility are influenced by similar factors (supply of party, cultural
heterogeneity), but there are also some important differences. The most important of these
is that economic trends in Lithuanian municipalities during the 2007 and 2011 local
elections influenced electoral volatility through the stability of vote share received by the
party that was dominant in the municipality’s governing coalition (fourth defense
statement of the doctoral thesis). This partly confirms the hypothesis 2a.

Sociostructural factors strongly influence electoral volatility (in all its facets).
However, this influence is multidirectional. First, religious fragmentation consistently (in
all periods) increases volatility. Second, the role of ethnic fragmentation changes into a
reductive over the years, but this effect is relatively small. Finally, the only hypothesis
(H1) made on the basis of sociostructural explanations is confirmed only partly. The level
of party membership in Lithuania is simply too low for the significant stabilization of an

electorate (in a long-term perspective), and the influence of this factor is not stable: it is

14



sensitive to the emergence of new parties and the expansion of their organizations (third
defense statement of this dissertation).

Empirical analysis finds that an important factor in the explanation of electoral
volatility in municipal council elections is whether the mayor’s party in the municipality
belongs to the governing coalition that rules at the national level (sixth defense statement
of this dissertation). This relationship is best revealed analysing the vote share change of
the mayor’s party in the periods when the economic situation deteriorated all over
Lithuania (1997-2000 and 2007-2011). The interaction between the economy and the
mayor’s party status is also significant in the analysis of total electoral volatility.

The supply of parties (the formal fragmentation of the party system) empirically
proves to be the best measurement of the party system format. H5 is confirmed; there is
consistent evidence in the analysis (across all dependent variables) that the supply of
parties in municipalities (the formal party system fragmentation) is positively correlated
to electoral volatility: the more parties and candidate lists one can choose from during the
elections, the higher the electoral volatility (eighth defense statement of this dissertation).
It is empirically proven that the supply of parties in Lithuanian municipalities is not a
simple function of population size and district magnitude; therefore, this factor is partly
conditioned by the deliberative decisions of local political elites (to increase the supply of
parties).

Since the influence of coalitional behavior patterns (local party systems) is a long-
term factor, it is possible to analyze elections only starting from 2007. Previous to this
election, there were opportunities for at least three changes in local governing coalitions
(in 1997, 2002, and 2007). This limitation notwithstanding, empirical analysis reveals that
local party systems (defined as patterns of coalitional party behavior) exert influence over
electoral volatility in the long term (sixth defense statement of this dissertation). In party
systems where there are fewer incentives to vote for particular party block alternatives, the
possibility of a higher electoral volatility is greater. H8 receives considerably more support
than H7.

The relationship between local and national party systems has been rarely examined
both in Western countries and in Lithuania. This doctoral dissertation reveals that it is
necessary to consider this relationship when analyzing electoral volatility at the local level.

An important factor in the explanation of electoral volatility in municipal council elections

15



is whether the local coalitions correspond to the competition patterns between parties at
the national level (in the composition of the governing coalition and opposition) (seventh
defense statement of this dissertation). It is proven in the empirical analysis that electoral
volatility was consistently higher (across all dependent variables) in the municipalities that
had coalitions with compositions contravening the trends at the national level under the
period of observation.

Summarizing the empirical support for the dissertation’s hypotheses, across the
long-term factors, the least evidence is found in the case of a municipality’s economic
development (H4). The influence of party membership density (H1) is not stable
(increasing volatility in one sample and reductive in another), so this hypothesis is
confirmed only partly. The 2007 election sample reveals support for H8 that is quite
consistent, but it weakens. Overall, it is sustained in the 2011 sample. H7 receives only
modest support in the 2007 sample and no support in 2011.

Considering the short-term factors, the most support is found for the hypotheses
that assert the influence of supply of parties (H5) and the correspondence between local
and national party systems (H9). Party system fragmentation (H6) is very weakly
associated with electoral instability. The influence of turnout (H10) is found in the
elections of 1997 and 2002, but since 2002 it has become insignificant in the regression
models. In case of short-term economic trends, the only confirmed hypothesis is H2a: the
analysis of the 2007 and 2011 samples reveals a clear relationship between the vote share
change of the mayor’s party and the change in the level of local unemployment. On the
other hand, quite considerable support is found for H3. Especially in the 2000 and 2011
elections, there is a clear trend of mayors’ parties losing more heavily if they belong to the

national government.
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Reziumé lietuviy kalba

Tyrimo tikslas ir uzdaviniai

Sioje disertacijoje sickiama paaiskinti rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo skirtumus tarp
Lietuvos savivaldybiy. Egzistuojantys tyrimai atskleidzia, kad Lietuvos elektoratui
buidingas nestabilumas, o stabilizacijai reikalingy salygy néra. Taciau rinkimuose 1
savivaldybiy tarybas, savivaldybiy lygmenyje egzistuoja rinkiminio nestabilumo jvairove:
pavyzdziui, 2007 m. rinkimuose j savivaldybiy taryby rinkimus rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas
Palangoje sieké 33,74, o Panevézio mieste buvo daugiau nei dvigubai mazesnis — 14,38.

Egzistuoja trys pagrindiniai argumentai, kodél rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo tyrimas
savivaldybiy lygmenyje, Lietuvos vietos valdzios rinkimuose yra reikalingas. Pirma, jis
leidZia atsakyti i klausima, kodé¢l, nepaisant didelio rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo Lietuvoje
lygio, savivaldybiy lygmenyje egzistuoja kaitumo jvairove: taigi, identifikuojami
veiksniai, kurie ilgalaikéje perspektyvoje galéty stabilizuoti Lietuvos elektoraty. Antra,
disertacijos tyrimas yra naudingas, zvelgiant i$ tarptautinés politikos moksly perspektyvos:
Jis vietos valdzios rinkimy kontekste tikrina iki Siol nacionaliniam lygmeniui skirtas
hipotezes, kontroliuodamas Salies specifiSkumg. Galiausiai, jis iSplecia turimas Zinias apie
savivaldos rinkimy rezultatus ir politines tendencijas Lietuvos savivaldybése, kartu
paneigdamas, kad vietos rinkimuose visada balsuojama taip pat, uz tas pacias asmenybes.

Disertacijos tikslas yra suformuluotas taip: iStirti ir paaiskinti rinkéjy elgsenos
kaitumo skirtumus rinkimuose j savivaldybiy tarybas tarp Lietuvos savivaldybiy. Tiriami
visi Lietuvoje vyke demokratiniai savivaldos rinkimai, nuo 1995 m. iki 2011 m. Tam,
kad biity pasiektas disertacijos tikslas, disertacijoje igyvendinami Sie uzdaviniai:

1) Isanalizuoti ir kritiSkai jvertinti svarbiausias teorijas ir empirinius tyrimus,
aiskinan¢ius rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumg (rinkiminj nestabilumg). Siam
uzdaviniui skirta pirmoji disertacijos dalis.

2) Sukurti teorinj darbo modelj (suformuluoti hipotezes), kuris geriausiai tikty
paaiskinti rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo jvairove Lietuvos savivaldybiy taryby
rinkimuose. Siam uzdaviniui skirta antroji disertacijos dalis.

3) Suformuoti tyrimo metodologijg: jvertinant galimas alternatyvas, parinkti

labiausiai pagrista kintamyjy matavimg ir geriausiai rinkéjy nestabilumo
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jvairovés aiSkinimui tinkanéius metodus, surinkti reikiamus duomenis. Siam
uzdaviniui skirta tre¢ioji disertacijos dalis.

4) Remiantis aprasomgja ir iSvady statistika, apibendrinti rinkéjy elgsenos
kaitumo Lietuvos savivaldybiy taryby rinkimuose 1995-2011 m. tendencijas.
Siam uzdaviniui skirtas pirmasis ketvirtosios dalies skyrius.

5) Remiantis aprasomaja ir i§vady statistika, paaiskinti rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo
Lietuvos savivaldybiy taryby rinkimuose 19952011 m. jvairove ir patikrinti
hipotezes. Siam uzdaviniui skirti like ketvirtosios dalies skyriai, nuo antro iki

penkto.

Literatiiros apzvalga

Rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo tyrimai politikos moksluose pastaraisiais deSimtmeciais
tapo ypa¢ aktualiis. Dvi tendencijos yra labai svarbios: pirma, masiniy partijy silpnéjimas
(uzleidziant vieta visuotinéms (angl. catch-all) ir kartelio (angl. cartel) partijoms) ir antra,
stipriausiai visuomeng ir parting sistemg siejusiy (religinés ir klasinés) skir¢iy nykimas.
Siame kontekste keliamas esminis klausimas: nesant $iy esmingy pastoviam balsavimui
uz konkrecias politines jégas prielaidy, kas gali suvaldyti rinkiminj nestabiluma, kad jis
neiSaugty ] pavojinga demokratijos kokybei lygi? Pradedant nuo 1979 m. M. Pedersen
darbo siekiama jvertinti, ar Vakary elektoratai is tiesy tapo (ir kod¢l) nestabilesni, ar naujos
demokratijos Siuo atzvilgiu gali supanaséti su Vakarais ir kas paaiSkina nestabilumo
skirtumus Sios Salies grupés viduje, kas lemia rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo jvairove tarp
rinkimy tiek naujose demokratijose, tiek Vakaruose. [domu tai, kad Lietuva pasizymi labai
aukstu rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumu tiek lyginant su Vakarais, tiek su kitomis naujomis
demokratijomis, net ir Vidurio ir Ryty Europos kontekste.

Rinké&jy elgsenos kaitumo aiSkinimus galima suskirstyti j tris svarbiausias veiksniy
grupes: paklausa, pasiiila ir institucijos. Pirmoji grupé apima i§ visuomenés struktiiros, jos
transformacijy ir trumpojo laikotarpio procesy vertinimo kylan¢ius postimius
rinkiminiams pokyciams. Jg papildomai galima suskaidyti j visuomenés struktiros (skirtys,
politiniy organizacijy tankumas ir kultiirinis heterogeniSkumas) ir ekonominiy veiksniy
(ekonominis Salies (savivaldybés) iSsivystymas ir ekonominés tendencijos tarp rinkimy)
grupes. Pasiiila — tai partiné sistema ir partijy elity elgesys. Rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo
tyrimuose §i veiksniy grupé remiasi Giovannio Sartorio darbotvarke (poliarizacija ir
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fragmentacija) ir Peterio Mairo partinés sistemos uzdarumo teorija. Galiausiai, instituciniy
ir kontekstiniy veiksniy grupé apima rinkimy sistemas ir kitus faktorius, kurie negali biiti
grieztai priskirti paklausai ar pasiiilai, taciau susije su rinkiminiu stabilumu (rinkiminis

aktyvumas, apygardos dydis, populiacijos dydis).

Teorinis modelis

Disertacijos tyrime remiamasi visais svarbiausiais rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo
aiSkinimais, taciau svarbiausios tyrimo hipotezés yra papildomai perzitrimos ir
pagrindZiamos. Jy tiesiogiai perkelti 1§ kity tyrimy negalima vien dé¢l to, jog Sioje
disertacijoje pagrindinis steb&jimo atvejo (savivaldybé) lygmuo yra retai pasitaikantis
tokio tipo studijose. Taip pat reikia atsizvelgti | Lietuvos elektorato, vietos valdzios ir
savivaldos rinkimy specifika.

IS skir¢iy (angl. cleavage) teorinés prieigos pusés prasmingiausia remtis P. Mairo
ir S. Bartolinio pozitriu: tirti, kiek yra susijes rinkiminis nestabilumas su kultiiriniu
heterogeniskumu ir politiSkai reik§mingy organizacijy tankumu savivaldybéje. Nesant
galimybiy Lietuvoje savivaldos lygmeniu iSmatuoti konkre€iy skir€iy, pasirinkta tirti
dalyvavimo politiniy partijy veikloje lygi (1 hipotez¢). Kulturinio heterogeniskumo atveju,
gerai pagristy ir vienakrypciy hipoteziy formuluoti negalima. Todél Sie veiksniai |
disertacijos tyrimg jtraukiami be iSankstiniy teoriniy nuostaty.

1 hipotezé: rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas turéty biiti maZesnis tose savivaldybése,
kuriose didesné gyventojy dalis yra politiniy partijy nariai.

Ekonominio balsavimo teorijos adaptacija disertacijos tyrimui ir empiriné analizé
atskleidzia, kad ekonominio balsavimo teorija tinka aiskinti rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumg ne
tik pirmaeiliuose (angl. first-order) rinkimuose (parlamento ir prezidento), bet ir
paprastai antraeiliams (angl. second-order) priskiriamuose vietos rinkimuose (Lietuvos
atveju — rinkimuose j savivaldybiy tarybas) (1 disertacijos ginamasis teiginys). Remiantis
ekonominio balsavimo teorija, keliamos 2a-c, 3 ir 4 hipotezés.

2a hipotezé: ckonominés tendencijos Lietuvos savivaldybése trumpajame
laikotarpyje daro jtaka savivaldybés taryboje dominuojancios partijos balsy dalies
stabilumui: savivaldybés ekonominés situacijos pokytis yra tiesioginiu rySiu susijes su
balsy, rinkimuose atiduoty Siai partijai, dalies poky¢iu (kuo maZzesnis ekonomikos
pageréjimas ar didesnis pablogéjimas, tuo partija daugiau pralaimi, ir atvirksciai).
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2b hipotezé: ekonominés tendencijos Lietuvos savivaldybése trumpajame
laikotarpyje daro jtaka bendram rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui: savivaldybés ekonominés
situacijos pokytis yra su juo susijes atvirkstiniu rySiu (kuo mazesnis ekonomikos
pageréjimas ar didesnis pablogéjimas, tuo didesnis rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas, ir
atvirksciai).

2¢ hipotezé: ekonominés tendencijos Lietuvos savivaldybése trumpajame
laikotarpyje daro jtakg iSoriniam rinkiminiam nestabilumui: savivaldybés ekonominés
situacijos pokytis yra su juo susijes atvirkstiniu rySiu (kuo mazesnis ekonomikos
pageréjimas ar didesnis pablogéjimas, tuo didesnis iSorinis nestabilumas, ir atvirksciai).

3 hipotezé: eckonomika jtakos rinkiminiam nestabilumui daugiau turés tose
savivaldybése, kuriose vietos valdzioje dominuojanti partija taip pat yra nacionalinés
vyriausybés valdanciojoje koalicijoje.

4 hipotezé: ilgajame laikotarpyje didesniu rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumu turéty
pasizymeéti maziau ekonomisSkai i8sivysciusios savivaldybés.

IS pasitlos grupés veiksniy, realus ir formalus partinés sistemos formatai néra
kontekstui jautriis veiksniai ir gana daznai naudojami studijose, kuriose steb¢jimo atvejis
yra kitoks nei valstybé. Formuluojamos dvi hipotezes, kurios tikrina ry$j tarp Siy
nepriklausomy kintamyjy ir rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo.

S hipotezé: partijy pasiiila savivaldybéje turéty buti tiesiogiai susijusi su rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumu: kuo daugiau partijy ir kandidaty sarasy dalyvauja rinkimuose, tuo juose
didesnis rinkiminis nestabilumas.

6 hipotezé: partinés sistemos fragmentacija turéty daryti jtaka rinkéjy elgsenos
kaitumui: kuo didesné fragmentacija savivaldybéje rinkimuose t-1, tuo didesnis rinkiminis
nestabilumas rinkimuose t.

Teorinés partiniy sistemy jtakos rinkiminiam stabilumui kritinis jvertinimas
atskleidzia, kad Giovannio Sartorio partiniy sistemy klasifikacijos veiksnio, apibréziancio
partinés sistemos mechanikg — poliarizacijos — jtaka rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui negali
biiti teoriskai pagrista kaip vienareikimiska (didinanti ar maZinanti rinkiminj
nestabilumq): todél, siekiant partinés sistemos mechanikq jtraukti kaip nepriklausomq
kintamgjj, ji reikia konceptualizuoti (ir kartu operacionalizuoti) kaip ilgojo laikotarpio
koaliciniy santykiy tarp partijy Sablong. (2 disertacijos ginamasis teiginys). 7 ir 8
hipotezés paremtos disertacijoje siiloma partiniy sistemy klasifikacija pagal partijy
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koalicinj elgesj ilgajame laikotarpyje. Klasifikacija sukurta, modifikuojant G. Sartorio ir
P. Mairo teorines schemas.

7 hipotezé: skirtingos partinés sistemos savivaldybése ilgajame laikotarpyje daro
itaka rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui: kuo maZiau partinéje sistemoje, kurig apibrézia konkretus
koalicinio partijy elgesio Sablonas, egzistuoja paskaty politing konkurencija suvokti kaip
padalintg i blokus, tuo didesnis rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas.

8 hipotezé: skirtingos partinés sistemos savivaldybése ilgajame laikotarpyje daro
itakg rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui: dviejy bloky sistemose rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas turéty
buti reikSmingai mazesnis, lyginant su nestruktiiruotomis partinémis sistemomis.

Disertacijoje skiriama démesio iki $iol mazai nagrinétam reiskiniui: santykiui tarp
vietos ir nacionalinés partinés sistemos. 9 hipotezé numato pastarojo veiksnio jtaka rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumui savivaldybgje.

9 hipotezé: didesniu rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumu turéty pasizyméti tos savivaldybés,
kuriose tiriamu periodu tarp rinkimy veiké koalicijos, neatitinkancios partijy koalicinio
elgesio normy nacionaliniu lygmeniu.

Rinkiminio aktyvumo vaidmuo yra ganétinai problematiskas, jeigu norima atskirti
priezast] ir pasekme. Nepaisant to, Lietuvos kontekste verta iSkelti hipotezg dél jo rySio su
rinkiminiu nestabilumu: teoriSkai mazas rinkéjy aktyvumas arba jo sumazéjimas
naudingas partijoms, kurios pasizymi stabilia tam tikros elektorato dalies parama.

10 hipotezé: rinkiminis aktyvumas trumpajame laikotarpyje turéty biiti tiesiogiai
susijes su rinkiminiu nestabilumu: kuo didesnis rinkiminis aktyvumas, tuo didesnis rinkéjy

elgsenos kaitumas.

Metodologija

Disertacijos pagrindinis steb€jimo (tyrimo) atvejis yra savivaldybé per tam tikrus
rinkimus. Taigi, tyrimg galima apibidinti kaip ,,didelio N* atveji: jame naudojamos imtys
vidutiniSkai turi apie 60 atvejy. Empirinéje dalyje tiriami penki periodai tarp rinkimy ]
savivaldybiy tarybas: 1995-1997 m., 1997-2000 m., 2000-2002 m., 2002—2007 m., 2007—
2011 m. Disertacijoje naudojami trys pagrindiniai priklausomi kintamieji, kurie atitinka
tris svarbiausius rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumo aspektus: bendras rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas,
iSorinis nestabilumas ir dominuojandios (mero) partijos balsy pokytis. Siy rodikliy
apskaiciavimui buvo naudoti Lietuvos Respublikos vyriausiosios rinkimy komisijos
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(VRK) pateikiami duomenys apie rinkimy j savivaldybiy tarybas rezultatus. Duomenys
apie nepriklausomus kintamuosius buvo renkami i§ jvairiy Saltiniy: VRK, Lietuvos
statistikos departamento, savivaldybiy interneto svetainiy, iSsiuntinéty uzklausy j Lietuvos
savivaldybes, Lietuvos Respublikos Seimo kanceliarijos Parlamentiniy tyrimy
departamento. D¢l ,,didelio N* tyrimo specifikos ir kiekybinio daugumos disertacijoje
naudojamy kintamyjy matavimo, darbe naudojami kiekybiniai metodai: apraSomoji
statistika, rySio matai, neparametriniai populiacijy skirtingumo matai ir tiesiné regresiné

analizé.

Pagrindinés isvados

Disertacijos empirinis tyrimas atskleidzia, kad bendra rinkéjy elgsenos kaituma,
iSorinj nestabilumg ir dominuojanc¢ios (mero) partijos balsy pokytj veikia palyginti
panasios priezastys (partijy pasiiila, kultiirinis heterogeniSkumas), ta¢iau atranda ir svarbiy
skirtumy. Svarbiausias jy — ekonominés tendencijos Lietuvos savivaldybése 2007 m. ir
2011 m. rinkimuose daré jtakq rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui per savivaldybés tarybos
valdanciojoje daugumoje dominuojancios (mero) partijos balsy dalies stabilumg (4
disertacijos ginamasis teiginys). Savivaldybés ekonominés situacijos pokytis yra
tiesioginiu rySiu susijes su balsy, rinkimuose atiduoty S$iai partijai, dalies poky¢iu (kuo
mazesnis ekonomikos pageréjimas ar didesnis pablogéjimas, tuo partija daugiau pralaimi,
ir atvirksciai).

Sociostruktiiriniai veiksniai daro svarbig jtaka rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui (visiems
jo tipams — disertacijos priklausomiems kintamiesiems) Lietuvos savivaldybiy taryby
rinkimuose. Visgi $i jtaka néra vienareikSmiSka. Pirma, religiné fragmentacija (apimanti
ir svarbig etninés fragmentacijos dalj — rusy etning mazumg, staciatikius) nuosekliai
rinkiminj nestabilumg veikia neigiamai. Antra, lenky etninés maZzumos vaidmuo rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumui bégant metams pasikeité  teigiama, taciau Sis apskritai jtakos turi mazai.
Vienintel¢ hipoteze (H1), kuri buvo iSkelta remiantis sociostruktiirine teorine prieiga,
pasiteisino tik i§ dalies. Partinés narystés lygis Lietuvoje yra tiesiog per zZemas tam, kad
galety reikSmingiau stabilizuoti elektoratq ilgesnéje perspektyvoje ir jo jtaka yra nestabili:
Sis veiksnys pats yra itin jautrus naujy partijy atsiradimui (jy organizacijos plétrai) (3

disertacijos ginamasis teiginys). 2002-2007 m. periodu, kuriuo buvo jkurta ir savo
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organizacijos tinklg aktyviai plété Darbo partija, partinés narystés lygis didino rinkéjy
elgsenos kaituma, o 2007-2011 m. periodu — mazino.

Aiskinant rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumq rinkimuose j savivaldybiy tarybas, svarbus
veiksnys yra tai, ar mero partija savivaldybéje taip pat priklauso nacionalinei vyriausybei
(6 disertacijos ginamasis teiginys). Geriausiai $is rySys pasireiSkia tiriant mero partijos
balsy pokyt] tokiu laikotarpiu, kai visoje Salyje ekonominé padétis smarkiai pablogéja
(1997-2000 ir 2007-2011m.), o jvedus sgveikos efekta, gerai atsiskleidzia ir aiSkinant
bendrg rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumg 2007 metais. Taigi, disertacijos tyrimas parodo, kad
Lietuvos rinkéjai savivaldos rinkimuose yra linke bausti nacionaliniame lygmenyje
valdancias partijas, kurios taip pat dominuoja (turi mero posta) ir savivaldybéje.

Disertacijos tyrime atrandama nuosekliy jrodymy (tiriant visus priklausomus
kintamuosius), kad partijy pasiila savivaldybéje (formali partinés sistemos fragmentacija)
yra tiesiogiai susijusi su rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumu: kuo daugiau partijy ir kandidaty
sqrasy dalyvauja rinkimuose, tuo juose didesnis rinkiminis nestabilumas (8 ginamasis
teiginys). Empiriskai jrodoma, jog partijy pasiiila néra tik savivaldybés gyventojy
skaiCiaus ir rinkimy apygardos dydZio funkcija: taigi, Sis nepriklausomas veiksnys 18 dalies
yra ir sgmoningy politinio elito sprendimy (didinti partijy pasiiila) padarinys, turintis
neigiamy pasekmiy stabilumui. Sis rySys turi svarbig implikacija ir nacionaliniam
lygmeniui, rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui parlamento rinkimuose: nacionaliniu lygmeniu
rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumas biity mazesnis, jeigu politinis elitas savo konkurencinj elgesi
orientuoty j panasiy partijy jungimasi.

Empirinéje analizéje jrodoma, kad vietos partinés sistemos (apibréziamos kaip
koalicinio partijy elgesio Sablonai) savivaldybése ilguoju laikotarpiu daro jtakq rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumui: (6 disertacijos ginamasis teiginys): kuo partinése sistemose, kurias
apibrézia konkretus koalicinio partijy elgesio Sablonas, egzistuoja mazZiau paskaty
stabiliau balsuoti uz tam tikras partijy bloky alternatyvas, tuo didesné auksto rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumo tikimybé. 2007 m. rinkimuose (vieninteliai, kuriuose jmanoma patikimai
tirti vietos partiniy sistemy tiesiogine jtaka) dviejy bloky sistemose rinkéjy elgsenos
kaitumas buvo reik§mingai mazesnis, lyginant su silpnai strukttiruotomis partinémis
sistemomis. Tai, jog 2007-2011 m. vietos partinése sistemose padaugéjo destruktiiracijos
atvejy, rodo, kad vietos elektoraty stabilizacija Lietuvos savivaldoje artimiausiu metu yra

menkai tikétina. Kita vertus, Sie atradimai turi svarbiy implikacijy ir nacionaliniam
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lygmeniui. Kadangi nuo 2008 m. Lietuvos partiné sistema vis aiSkiau struktiiruojasi i du
blokus (skirtingai nei 2001-2008 m. periodu, kuriuo buvo galima jzvelgti santykinai
dominuojancios partijos modelj), tai turéty biiti palankus veiksnys nacionalinio lygmens
elektorato stabilizacijai parlamento rinkimuose.

Vietos partinés sistemos santykis su nacionalinio lygmens partine sistema iki Siol
pla¢iau nebuvo tyrinétas nei Vakaruose, nei Lietuvoje. Disertacijoje atrandama, kad tiriant
rinkiminj nestabiluma vietos lygmeniu atsizvelgti  §i santykj yra biitina: aiskinant rinkéjy
elgsenos kaitumq rinkimuose j savivaldybiy tarybas, svarbus veiksnys yra tai, ar
savivaldybéje sudaromos koalicijos atitinka konkurencijos tarp partijy Sablonus
nacionaliniame lygmenyje (valdanciosios koalicijos ir opozicijos sudétj) (7 disertacijos
ginamasis teiginys). Empiriniame tyrime atrandama, kad tokiose savivaldybése, kuriose
per tiriama periodg pasitaiké nacionalinio lygmens tendencijy neatitinkanciy koalicijy,
rinkiminis nestabilumas (matuojant pagal visus priklausomus kintamuosius) buvo
nuosekliai didesnis. Ryskiausiai Sis efektas atsiskleidé 2002 m. ir 2011 m. rinkimuose.
Lietuvos savivaldoje apskritai daugeja tokiy koalicijy, kurios neatitinka nacionalinio
lygmens koalicinio elgesio tendencijy: tokios tendencijos silpnina vietos elektoraty
stabilizacija.

Apibendrinant empiring paramg disertacijoje isskirtoms hipotezéms, maziausiai
paramos randama H4 (ekonominio i$sivystymo jtaka) ir H6 (reali partinés sistemos
fragmentacija) atveju. Kita vertus, nuosekli parama aptinkama formalios partinés sistemos
fragmentacijos — partijy pasiiilos ir vietos koalicijos atitikimo nacionalinéms tendencijoms
jtakg formuluojancioms hipotezéms (H5 ir H9). Rinkiminio aktyvumo jtaka (H10)
pasitvirtina 1997 m. ir 2000 m. rinkimuose, ta¢iau véliau labai susilpnéja. IS trumpojo
laikotarpio ekonominiy tendencijy jtakos (H2a-C) aiskios paramos susilaukia H2a (jtaka
mero partijos balsams). Rinkéjy elgsenos kaitumui jtakg daro ir mero partijos
priklausymas nacionalinei vyriausybei (taigi, paramos susilaukia ir H3).

Partijy organizacijy tankumo (H1) jtaka rinkiminiam stabilumui dviejose tirtose
imtyse (2007 m. ir 2011 m.) yra nestabili (pirmoje neigiama, antroje — teigiama), todél si
hipotez¢ pasitvirtina tik i§ dalies. 2007 m. randama aiSki parama H8 hipotezei (anks¢iau
jos tirti nejmanoma), kuri numato skirtumus tarp dviejy bloky ir nestruktiiruoty partiniy

sistemy (pirmosios stabilesnés). 2011 m. Sie skirtumai susilpnéja. H7 hipoteze, kuri
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numato itin grieZtg partiniy sistemy hierarchijg pagal rinkiminj nestabilumg, sulaukia

palyginti nedaug paramos net ir 2007 m.
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Gyvenimo, kiirybinés ir mokslinés veiklos aprasSymas

Mazvydas Jastramskis 2003 m. baigé Ukmergés Jono Basanaviciaus viduring
mokykla ir jstojo ] Vilniaus universiteto Tarptautiniy santykiy ir politikos moksly institutg
(VU TSPMI), kuriame 2007 m. jgijo politikos moksly bakalauro diplomg. Tais paciais
metais jstojo ] VU TSPMI, lyginamosios politikos magistro programa, kurig baigé 2009
m. Studijas tes¢ VU TSPMI politikos moksly doktorantiiroje.

Doktoranttiros studijy metu disertacijos tema paskelbé penkias publikacijas, 18
kuriy viena publikuota tarptautiniame recenzuojamame zurnale ,,International Journal of
Forecasting®. Mazvydas Jastramskis skaité praneSimus svarbiausiose Europos ir Lietuvos
tarptautinése politikos moksly konferencijose: Europos politikos moksly konsorciumo
(ECPR) metiné konferencija 2011 m., VU TSPMI ir Lietuvos politology asociacijos
metinése konferencijos 2011 ir 2012 m., Pirmoji Europos lyginamyjy rinkimy tyrimy
konferencija 2011 m. Jis taip pat dalyvavo Europos politikos moksly konsorciumo (ECPR)
metody mokyklose Liublianoje (2010 m.) ir Vienoje (2013 m.).

M. Jastramskis nuo 2009 m. rugs¢jo VU TSPMI désto ,,Kiekybiniy metody* kursa.
Nuo 2010 m. rugséjo désto pasirenkamajj ,,Siuolaikiniy partiniy sistemy* kursa (3iuo metu
dalykas déstomas angliskai), nuo 2012 m. rudens veda seminarus kurse ,,Politikos moksly
pagrindai®“. M. Jastramskis taip pat nuo 2010 m. rudens désto dali paskaity ,,Politikos
sociologijos* kurse. Visi kursai déstomi VU TSPMI, politikos moksly bakalauro
programoje.

M. Jastramskis yra dirbes analitiku VieSosios politikos ir vadybos institute (2009—
2010 m.), atlikes praktikg ir dirbes analitiku Strateginiy studijy centre (2007-2008 metais).
Nuo 2009 m. VU TSPMI eina asistento pareigas. M. Jastramskis politikos ir jos tyrimy
temomis yra publikaves daug analitiniy straipsniy ir komentary lietuviskoje spaudoje

(,,Veidas*, ,,Lietuvos Zinios*, ,»Delfi.lt®).
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