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INTRODUCTION 
 

In the age of the internet, language can evolve more rapidly than ever. The internet provides a space 

for people of different cultures, religions, and countries to unite in one space, and share their 

thoughts, ideas, and interests. According to the W3techs website, the English language is the 

language of the internet (58% of existing websites are in English). Thus, the English language 

could be called the lingua franca of the internet, and due to the number of people who interact 

online in English daily, the language norms are changing. 

One of the virtual spaces where language norm deviations and changes can be noticed is forums. 

Chat forums are one of the best platforms that provide a space for people to create virtual 

communities based on their interests, hobbies, or, in the case of this thesis, identity. Scholars like 

Rafaeli (1988) have studied the concept of Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC). It is a type 

of human interaction that takes place on virtual platforms via texting, sending emails, interacting 

on social media etc. through electronic devices. CMC provides an opportunity for groups of people 

to interact without them physically being in the same place. CMC provides anonymity and people 

using this method of communication reveal more sensitive, personal information than interacting 

face to face. It provides a safe space for individuals to express themselves. Due to the fact, that 

people cannot use their appearance (apart from virtual avatars), gestures and facial expressions, 

language becomes the best and the only way for self-expression.  

Reddit is one of the largest and most popular forum websites that exist on the world wide web. It 

provides its users with the ability to create topic-specific forums, where users can create threads of 

conversations and engage with one another. The website is the 9th most visited website in the US 

according to Semrush. Most of the users of this website are from English-speaking countries (42-

49% from the US, 7.9% the UK, and 8.2% from Canada). Reddit forums, usually referred to as 

subreddits, are online communities where people can talk with others who share their interests 

about a specific subject. Particularly concerning common interests or identities, these forums have 

developed into a crucial platform for people to create a group identity. These forums provide a safe 

space for individuals to express themselves, find friends, and form long-lasting bonds. In the long 

run, these virtual communities, similar to real-life communities, begin to express themselves in a 

particular way. They create their own words, expressions, metaphors, grammar, or spelling that an 

outsider that just stumbled upon such a virtual community would struggle to understand or interact 
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with the community, i.e., they create their norms and rules for the language. The use of gay slang 

on Reddit can be seen as a form of resistance against dominant cultural norms and linguistic 

standards that have historically silenced and erased LGBTQ+ voices. For this paper the language 

of some of the most popular LGBTQ+ related chat subreddits will be analysed: r/lgbt, r/gay, 

r/bisexual, r/actuallesbians, r/traaaannnnnns, r/NonBinary. 

Community of practice is a term coined by Etienne Wenger. As he puts it, a community of practice 

is: "a community with a joint enterprise, shared repertoire and mutual engagement" (Wenger, 1998, 

p. 73). To put it in other words, a community of practice is a social group of people who are united 

by common interests and passion and who engage with each other based on their particular interests 

thus forming a community. Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet (1992) highlight that gender 

identity is greatly influenced by the language used in different communities of practice. The same 

argument could be related to the identities of queer people. LGBTQ+ individuals have a strong 

online presence and often express themselves on chat forums incorporating numerous linguistic 

features that differentiate them from other groups of individuals. The informal forums are where 

people feel free to express themselves and can become a part of the group separating themselves 

from other communities. This separation is often achieved by language use, unlike communities of 

practice in real life, virtual communities are limited physically, and people cannot express 

themselves by clothing, accessories, or makeup, thus their language use is crucial for forming 

exclusive groups of practice. Language and identity are always tied together: "Language is 

involved, in different ways, ties and desire. Obvious examples are  the labels such as heterosexual, 

gay, lesbian or bisexual" (Motschenbacher & Stegu, 2013, p. 525).  

In the past decades, gender studies have become an important area in sociolinguistics. Visibility, 

understanding, and debate of sexual orientation and gender identity have gained significant 

popularity in linguistic research. Scholars have researched LGBTQ+ slang and the link between 

language, identity, and communities, however, chat forum communities (Reddit in particular) have 

not been studied enough. It can be hypothesized that LGBTQ+ communities on Reddit have their 

unique language with neologisms, slang expressions, and metaphors, that are unlikely to appear in 

other communities of practice.  

The subject of the thesis is linguistic normativity "from below" in LGBTQ+ virtual community 

Reddit forums (r/lgbt, r/gay, r/bisexual, r/actuallesbians, r/traaaannnnnns, r/nonbinary).  
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The aim is to find out how and through which means normativity "from below" is being 

constructed in virtual LGBTQ+ Reddit chat forums. In order to accomplish the aim, the following 

objectives have been formulated: 

1. to review the scientific literature on virtual communities of practice, and linguistic normativity; 

2. to categorize and quantitatively explore group-specific language found inside each forum and 

between the analysed six forums; 

3. to define the linguistic norm of LGBTQ+ virtual communities by analysing the linguistic diversity 

of the forums. 

The paper is divided into three main parts. The first section is dedicated to the review of the 

scientific literature The second part is the description of the data and methods that were applied for 

the research, and the analysis of the collected data is presented in the third part.  
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I. THEORETICAL INVESTIGATION OF COMMUNITIES OF PRACTICE, 
COMPUTER-MEDIATED COMMUNICATION, NORMATIVITY, AND 

IDENTITY  
 

1.1 Computer-mediated communication 
 

The internet has drastically changed the way people communicate and interact with each other. 

With instant messages, emails that can be sent in a blink of an eye, and social media posts, hardly 

anyone can imagine what it was like before the internet connected us all in these forms of instant 

communication. Such ways of interacting virtually are called computer-mediated communication. 

Computer-mediated communication (CMC) focuses on the role of interactivity between parties 

through mediated channels of communication (Rafaeli, 1988). These channels of communication 

can be anything from an instant message, a retweet, a log-on or a blog. "Social media, such as 

personal blogs, offers a new location for interpersonal interactions that allows for asynchronous 

connection outside the confines of time and physical location." (Rodriguez, 2016, p. 125). The 

scholar highlights the fact that CMC transcends time and space, and people can read interactions 

on social media and reply to posts from the past, from any part of the world where access to the 

website is available. Unlike face-to-face communication, records or archives of interactions 

between individuals are stored in databases and can be found after many years have passed. All in 

all, technology has provided new forms of fast, anonymous, interaction between individuals, and 

created new possibilities for virtual community formation.  

The more individuals interact with each other in an online community, the more they feel a 

connection with the other participants, this gives a person a sense of belonging, being a part of the 

group (James, 2010). In addition to this, social media, including chat forums, provide users with 

the ability to rate posts and other public interactions between members of virtual communities. On 

websites like Reddit, this is done by "upvoting the post". These options promote more popular 

users, their posts are boosted by the algorithm, and the other members of the community are more 

likely to interact with the members that get the most engagement (Boyd, 2018). Even on group 

chats on platforms like WhatsApp or Messenger, some options allow members of the chat 

community to react to short messages and participate in the community without sending a message. 

Thus, it is not necessary to write messages or comments online to be a part of the virtual 

community, sometimes voting, liking, or reacting to a message in a non-verbal manner can be 

considered an act of participation.  
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David Crystal (2001) was one of the first scholars who differentiated between two types of CMC 

or as he called it "netspeak". One is synchronous: instant messages, and chats, and the other is 

asynchronous: mailing lists, and discussion forums). Several main features are specific to CMC 

according to Crystal, such as extended use of acronyms, a great variety of images, emoticons to 

express emotion, a mixture between spoken and written language varieties, and non-standard 

punctuation (Crystal, 2001). However, as Georgakopoulou (2008) highlights, CMC is not 

homogenous, as internet users are socially, racially, and culturally diverse, the language that they 

express themselves through CMC is heterogenous: "As a consequence, the search for ‘typical’ 

features of ‘netspeak’ is replaced by ‘contextual and particularistic analyses that shed light on how 

different contextual parameters shape and are evoked in the discourse of various types of CMC’’ 

(Georgakopoulou, 2008, p. 421). In other words, researchers, rather than analysing CMC patterns 

in general should focus more on CMC features of distinct groups of individuals from communities 

online as every community and although CMC features are not heterogenous, some linguistic 

features that can be analysed productively.  

CMC, community, and identity are always interlinked. Androutsopoulos (2006) distinguishes 

unique features that can define a virtual community as a group of people who communicate 

regularly concerning their common interests, goals, and identity. These virtual communities also 

form social hierarchies and shared language norms. They share a distinctly unique vocabulary, 

sense of humour, and punctuation. Linguist Herring (2004) separates six aspects that make up a 

virtual community of practice: (a) active, regular participation; (b) the presence of roles, and group 

activities (c) shared norms and values (d) the ability to identify with the group and separate it from 

other groups (e) solidarity and support (p.346). It can be stated that through CMC users create 

social bonds and engage in group activities online.  

Another interesting point to consider is that CMC could be seen as a tool to form a multitude of 

social groups. Androutsopoulos  (2006) points out that individuals through the help of CMC create 

speech communities (people who share the same language or dialect and often speak with one 

another, these communities can be of different sizes, for instance: all English speakers belong to 

the same speech community, as they share the same language. An example of a smaller speech 

community would be speakers of American English in New York City), imagined communities 

(socially constructed communities which are joined by the people who imagine and identify 

themselves to be a part of an imagined artificial community. An example of such a virtual 

community could be a group of people who love video games and who create their own slang and 
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communicate virtually), and communities of practice (people interact with each other on a basis of 

shared activities and interests) (p. 422-423). One of the most unique features of CMC that are not 

possible in face-to-face communication is “masking”. Individuals use different avatars, and 

personas and appropriate a variety of manufactured identities that can have nothing in common 

with their real-life personalities (Trukle, 1995). This feature allows people to remain anonymous 

while interacting with their online communities, individuals can have as many virtual alter egos as 

they please. The scholar argues that most often users use masking to change their gender in online 

communities.  

Without a doubt, CMC is a comfortable and easy tool for human interaction and the formation of 

communities, however, there are some disadvantages of this medium that should be considered. 

Chin (2015) notes that CMC restricts the typical symbol systems that are a great part of typical 

face-to-face communication. Non-verbal social cues that cannot be replicated (like the tone of 

voice). The inability to convey voice tone and facial expressions might make it more difficult for 

people who engage in CMC to identify and convey sarcasm and humour, this issue might lead to 

miscommunication. Another drawback of CMC is anonymity. Since individuals who engage with 

one another online are not required to use their real names or pictures, they can choose and select 

what information they want to convey to the virtual community (Liang & Walther, 2015, p. 506). 

To conclude, CMC lacks some features that are an important part of human communication: non-

verbal cues and the intimacy of knowing the individual you are interacting with, although they can 

partially be compensated by visual expressions like emojis.  

1.2 The Concept of Communities of Practice 
 

People have a natural drive to form social groups. Throughout our lives we belong to different 

groups e.g., people who have families, belong to friend groups, go to school, at work people have 

colleagues and so forth. Communities can be formed on the basis of hobbies, common interests, 

identity, family ties and many other things that bring people together. These communities 

traditionally were formed face-to-face, but with the advent of CMC, virtual communities have 

become a widespread phenomenon. Communities are particularly interesting for sociolinguistic 

research as in these group settings language variations emerge (Gumperz, 2009). Groups create 

their language norms that can be studied. Scholars Britain & Matsumoto (2005) point out, that three 

main types of communities are important for linguistic investigations, some of these categories 

have already been mentioned in Chapter 1.1: speech communities, social networks, and 
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communities of practice. It is important to discuss the similarities and differences between these 

three concepts.  

The concept of speech community is the oldest of the three. The concept has been extensively 

studied by Labov (1989) and he defined it as a community that is united by participation in shared 

linguistic norms.  These norms are governed by the members themselves. According to the scholar, 

SCs have a mutual understanding of the language of their community. Speech communities also 

are dependent on various factors like social class, gender, and ethnicity. Social boundaries, such as 

those based on geography, ethnicity, or employment, help to identify speech communities. These 

restrictions may have an impact on how people communicate and engage with one another. An 

example of such community would be African American Vernacular English. These communities 

have their own distinct speech community, which is distinguished by distinct grammatical 

structures, pronunciation patterns, and vocabulary. The concept of speech communities has been 

criticized as they are defined more by geographic criteria, rather than a linguistic one (Herk, 2012). 

Social networks (SNs) have also been extensively studied by linguists. SNs differ from speech 

communities as their participants have to be familiar with each other in real life. Social networks 

are composed of groups of friends, co-workers, or members of the same neighbourhood (Brian & 

Monomoto, 2005). SNs have been studied by sociolinguists J. Milroy and L. Milroy (1980) who 

have observed that Social Networks help to maintain a variety of dialects in Northern Ireland. The 

Milroys have pointed out that by close and constant interaction in SNs norms of behaviour and 

language are enforced and maintained. Scholars argue that social networks have the strongest 

norms of language and behaviour as people who belong to them want to conform and are bound 

by strong ties of familiarity. An example of a social network could be close or extended family 

members. 

Communities of practice (CofPs) were arguably best defined by the scholars Eckert and 

McConnell-Ginet (1999) as “groups whose joint engagement in some activity or enterprise is 

sufficiently intensive to give rise over time to repertoires of shared practices.” (p. 185). 

Communities of practice differ from speech communities and social networks, as members of 

communities of practice do not necessarily have to be acquainted with each other to participate in 

their shared enterprise. An example of such a community could be a group of linguists who are 

working on a common project, discuss challenges related to their common project by utilizing 
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specialized vocabulary Being a member of a CofP is always a conscious choice while belonging to 

an SN or SC can be coincidental.  

Communities of practice are especially important for linguistic research as in specialized areas, 

they provide a rich context for examining how language is used in social interactions. CoPs 

frequently create their own unique jargon and specialized language, which can be examined to 

comprehend how members interact and create knowledge within the group (Eckert & McConnel-

Connell-Ginet, 1992). Additionally, CoPs frequently have standards for language use that may be 

distinct from those of the broader community. For instance, a group of medical experts might have 

specialized terms for treatments or ailments that are unfamiliar to the general population. 

Understanding how these communities build knowledge and negotiate their own identity and 

position within their profession or domain can be gained by examining the language used in CoPs. 

 People can belong to many different communities of practice simultaneously and these said 

communities help them build a sense of group and individual identity. Communities of practice are 

strongly linked to the identity of the participants. "Building an identity consists of negotiating the 

meanings of our experience of membership in social communities." (Wenger, 1999, p. 145). 

According to Wenger, there are several ways in which people form an identity through shared 

communities of practice:  

1. People define themselves by participating in the community; 

2. People define themselves by belonging or being an outsider to a community; 

3. People define themselves as a unit of several communities at the same time. 

Wenger has also pointed out that people who belong to communities of practice tend to develop 

certain expectations on how to interact with each other and how to collaborate. Other scholars that 

delved into communities of practice are Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet, (1992). While Wenger 

looked at communities of practice from a learning perspective, Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet 

studied how communities of practice from linguistic and identity perspectives. They pointed out 

that people who participate in communities use a specific language to interact, but apart from that 

they also use symbols like clothes, jewellery, gestures among other things, to construct their 

identity and to blend into their community. Linguists argue that language cannot be separated from 

identity and, in her examples, gender in particular "Language is never encountered without other 

symbol systems, and gender is always joined with real people's complex forms of participation in 
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the communities to which they belong." (Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet, 1992, p. 4). The 

scholars also added that identity-language connection manifests itself differently depending on the 

community of practice that the individual is participating in (as one individual often has numerous 

communities that they belong to). Eckert and McConnel-Ginet also emphasize the notion that 

language and social privilege are strongly interconnected: "The standard or prestige variants are 

associated with the speech of those who have economic and political power, the social elite; at the 

same time, standard speech is associated with women and "prissiness," and the vernacular is heard 

as tough and "macho"." (Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet, 1992, p. 5) It can be said that people 

who are viewed as inferior in the society, who have less power and are marginalized, their language 

tends to deviate from the standard language variant, however in this quote, the theorists point out 

that overgeneralized statements about particular groups of people are most of the time inaccurate 

and this limitation should be taken into the account of scholars who try to make claims about groups 

of people. To avoid this fallacy the scholars suggest discussing gender differences without stripping 

individuals of their other aspects of identity. The best way to do that is to analyse the link between 

identity and language through communities of practice: "Gender is produced in differential 

membership in communities of practice. People's access and exposure to the need for, and interest 

in, different communities of practice are related to such things as their class, age, ethnicity as well 

as sex." (Eckert & McConnel-Connell-Ginet, 1992, p. 8) Thus, if we aim to discuss identity and 

language related to identity it is more productive to do so by selecting communities of practice 

rather than a large, stereotypical unit of identity without taking into account the intersecting factors 

that make such research too generalized.  

This research will be focused on virtual communities of practice (VCoPs). These are communities 

of practice that are created and maintained on internet sites. These communities use CMC to 

connect and develop a sense of belonging. VCoPs differ from face-to-face communities as the 

participants cannot use physical cues while interacting, body language, intonation, and stress are 

omitted and that might cause difficulties for the members to form long-lasting connections 

(Kimble, 2011, p. 7). Despite these drawbacks, users find different ways to compensate for this 

lack of physical, and non-verbal expression. Members use customisable avatars, gifs, and emojis 

to convey emotions that cannot be expressed in text form. Some researchers who have studied the 

use of emojis have found that the meanings and interpretations of these images are influenced by 

the background of the user, emoji use also depends on the gender, age and social class of the person 
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(Bai, Dan, Mu, & Yang, 2019). If these factors are relevant to the emoji use, it can be implied, that 

VCoPs could also have their distinct uses for these emoticons.  

1.3 Linguistic normativity  
 

According to definitions.net linguistic norm is "a historically determined set of commonly used 

language assets, as well as rules for their selection and use, which have been recognized by society 

as the most appropriate in a particular historical period. These are the collective rules for 

implementing the language system." These language norms are essential to a language and ensure 

that speakers of the same language can understand each other, it also preserves language traditions, 

but at the same time is susceptible to changes.  

Normativity, like language, is an inherently social phenomenon. One of the primary functions of 

language is communication and there are expected language norms in any type of linguistic 

activity.  As Silk (2017, p. 206) highlights: “. In communication we shape our identities as thinkers 

and feelers in a social world; we coordinate on how to act, what to feel, and whom to be". To put 

it in other words, language and personal identity are inseparable. Naturally, language constantly 

evolves along with society, new language norms emerge, language is related to identity and 

individuality, and language norms change and evolve (Lamm, 2014). There are two main different 

ways that people see these changes, some people are more conservative and are opposed to new 

language norms, while others accept the various norm changes that are a natural part of the 

language (Roberts, 2021).  

Prescriptive grammar is the preferred use of language from spelling to semantics. It is the most 

normalised, neutral, standard variant of the language. Descriptive grammar contrasts this notion as 

it is the exact opposite. Descriptive grammar is a term that describes the actual use of the language 

of individuals with all possible deviations. "Linguists are concerned with describing what people 

do with language (description) while people who want to say that a certain use is incorrect are 

setting down rules for proper language use (prescription), quite apart from what people do." 

(Mooney & Evans, 2015, p. 35). According to scholars, linguists are not the only people who make 

assumptions and judgements about language use. So-called language purists are the people who 

are opposed to any changes in language. This is connected to a fear that if people do not follow 

strict language rules, the language breaks, and declines. Prescriptive grammar or the most standard 

variant of language is often associated with higher social class, prestige, and economic status. This 
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research will be focused on descriptive grammar as standard language variants do not dominate the 

language of chat forum users. 

Different groups of people might use non-standard variants of the language, but that does not mean 

that their language does not have norms or rules. Non-standard dialects like African American 

Vernacular English (AAVE) have a logical structure, and regular grammar rules, despite all that, it 

is still viewed as non-normative and inferior. "On absolutely no scientific basis, linguistically 

consistent grammatical features like double negatives, along with other marked grammatical 

differences to standard American English, have stigmatized the speakers of Black English as 

linguistically backwards, uneducated, or unintelligent." (Luu, 2020). Some communities of 

practice, that are based on identity, are marginalised in society. Social hierarchies and structures of 

power are also reflected in the language. Language norms are set by usually upper-class, educated 

people, who belong to academic communities. To adapt to society, people of varying backgrounds 

have to adapt to more standard variants of the language to fit into society.  

As Leppänen, Møller et al. (2015) point out, normativity is enforced by judging, rating, and 

assessing the language use of other people. As mentioned before, normativity can be imposed by 

institutions “from above” but in the case of VCoPs norms are imposed by the members themselves 

or in other words, they are “imposed from below” (Varis & Wang, 2011). According to Varis & 

Wang (2011), there are two main types of imposing language norms in virtual communities. One 

is a priori, these are norms that are monitored and policed by the moderators of the website and 

emergent, these are language norms that are the most susceptible to changes as they are co-created 

by the members of the online spaces themselves.  Spears, Lea, Corneliussen, Postmes, & Haar, 

(2002) conducted research that analyzed group norms in computer-mediated communication. 

Several groups of students who communicated via email for their classes were selected, and their 

communication patterns were analyzed. It was found that people who belong to virtual 

communities develop their communication norms, and they begin to identify with the virtual group 

they belong to, even though they are not familiar with the participants in real life. 

Linguistic normativity in virtual communities of practice is governed “from below”. An interesting 

case of such norms was explored by linguist Leppänen (2017). The scholar analysed a dog blogging 

site called Dogster where the participants pretended to be their pet dogs who wrote diaries. It was 

noticed that despite differing locations, languages, and cultural contexts the participants of this dog 

blogging site shared similar ways of communicating with each other. They modified their language 
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for dog impersonations with the help of narrating stories from the dog's perspective, creating new 

terms and so on. This might be an extreme example of the way people create their authentic identity 

online and practice, govern and create linguistic norms there, but every online community of 

practice has a set of features and norms that are exclusive to them and are set by the participants 

themselves. These types of linguistic normativity can be set in any type of community that is based 

on mutual interests or identity, for example, gender identity of sexuality. 

1.4 Gendered and sexuality-related language norms. 
 

According to European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights − FRA (2009), heteronormativity 

is the idea that heterosexuality is the superior sexuality, and it is assumed that heterosexuality is 

the 'natural', ideal sexual orientation and everyone is a heterosexual until proven otherwise. This 

heteronormativity also affects language. King (2017) suggests, that “heteronormative violence 

inherent in the structure of the English language, the erasure of asexuals and bisexuals, and the 

violence of misgendering transgender people." (p. 17). In the paper the scholar examines how the 

English language is binary when it comes to pronouns, there are no pronouns to describe people 

who do not conform to the gender binary. There are many such cases of heteronormative language 

that limit or erase language that is not considered heteronormative. For that reason, gay people 

have their ways of creating new in-group language norms that help them express themselves.  

The unique language use among LGBTQ+ individuals has been a popular topic of sociolinguists 

in recent decades. The term "Lavender linguistics" has been coined by the linguist William Leap 

in the 1990s, events like the annual "The Lavender Languages and Linguistics conference", 

journals like “The Journal of Language and Sexuality” and a plethora of articles show, that queer 

linguistics is an important area of study. This is also reflected in the media, as LGBTQ+ topics are 

controversial subjects and are used in politics as it is a divisive subjects. In the recent decade, a 

special emphasis has been placed on so-called inclusive language (Burcea, 2022). In the areas of 

medicine, education and especially on social media, the discourse of language that does not 

discriminate against people of non-standard gender expressions has been brought up and the new 

inclusive term began to spring up rapidly. Trans-inclusive terms like 'birthing people' instead of 

mothers, ‘menstruators, ‘people with vaginas’ sparked a lot of backlash in the media (Tuohy, 2022). 

Feminist activists often critique these inclusive terms and accuse people who promote the inclusive 

language of sexism and misogyny, recently, actress Panti Bliss tweeted “They don’t call us 

‘women’ anymore; they call us ‘birthing people’ or ‘menstruators, and even ‘people with vaginas’! 
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Don’t let them erase you!”(Kirkpatrick, 2022). Terminology related to LGBTQ+ individuals can 

become a source of hate and discrimination. Trans people in the 1990s and 2000s were the subject 

of numerous research papers that were focused on language and social norms (e.g., Besnier 2003, 

Hall 2004, among others). Trans people in particular were so interesting to the researchers as they 

broke the boundaries of traditional gender norms and linguistic norms as well. 

Language norms related to gender expression have always been a controversial subject. Second 

wave feminism movement advocated for gender-neutral language “Linguists like Lakoff (1973) 

and McConnell-Ginet (1978) called attention to the low social value accorded to women’s 

linguistic practices, many of which are – at least ideologically – associated with uncertainty or lack 

of confidence.” (Zimman 2017, p. 87). Other linguists focused on gendered profession names 

(fireman, policeman, chairman…) because of these discussions and efforts to use more gender-

inclusive terms, the language norm has changed and nowadays gender-neutral variants of 

professions have become the standard. Nowadays, the emphasis has been placed on gendered 

identities, especially on trans people. These advocations for changing language norms have been 

called feminist language reform by scholars, like Ehrlich and King (1992).  

Language users have to collaborate and accept these inclusive terms. It is important to mention, 

that LGBTQ+ individuals are a minority group and as Zimman points out, at first gender-inclusive 

terms seem unnatural and it might take some time until it becomes the norm, so naturally, language 

reforms take some time (p. 96). As Ehlichh and King (1992) state, such language changes will 

always bring political controversy. Even though sexism, homophobia, and transphobia cannot be 

eliminated by linguistic changes alone, identifying heteronormative language patterns is a vital step 

in queer acceptance. 

It is also important to mention, that not all the terminology related to LGBTQ+ individuals is 

formal/health related. Since LGBTQ+ is an umbrella term encompassing a plethora of different 

identities and gender discussions, it is hard to define what can be considered LGBTQ+ language 

and what is not. In addition, LGBTQ+ individuals often disagree with each other on what terms to 

use. LGBTQ+ individuals, especially gay men have been known to use a lot of slang expressions. 

These expressions are sometimes called Camp Talk. Camp talk is a term that represents the whole 

range of homosexual male language terms, this term applies to multiple gay communities of 

practice. Individuals who identify themselves as LGBTQ+ learn queer language expressions and 

slang by participating in communities of practice related to their sexual identity (Luu, 2018). It is 
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also important to mention that queer language is strongly related to African American Vernacular 

English (AAVE) and other minority language variants.  For example, phrases like Miss Thang, No 

tea, No shade, girlfriend are popular among white drag queens, while black gay men incorporate 

linguistic terms from white women's vocabulary (exclamations like Oh my) (Harvey 1998). So, it 

can be said, that queer language is intersectional, as homosexual individuals belong to multiple 

communities of practice at the same time, they borrow and appropriate the linguistic attributes from 

the other marginalized groups. This blending of different slang might appear artificial and 

stereotypical, but it has a function: "Camp talk enlists these stereotypical differences to index a 

distinct sexual identity." (Harvey, p. 296). To put it briefly, LGBTQ+ individuals use camp talk as 

a statement of their identity, it helps them to form communal bonds and distinguish themselves and 

reject heteronormative language standards. It has been pointed out by scholar Babuscio (1993) that 

ironic and stereotypical way in which gay men express themselves is ironic and stereotypical for a 

logical reason: “Camp, by focusing on the outward appearances of role, implies that roles, and, in 

particular, sex roles, are superficial – a matter of style” (Babuscio, 1993, p. 24). The language used 

by people in the LGBTQ+ community is unique, ironic, and stereotypical, it breaks 

heteronormative standards, and gender norms and helps people who belong to the community to 

express their identity.  

It is also important to mention that the LGBTQ+ language is not homogenous. As mentioned before, 

people belong to different linguistic communities of practice at the same time, so it is not surprising, 

that the vocabulary of a middle-class homosexual white male will differ from the lexicon used by a 

teenage non-binary person. Stanley (1964) conducted a study of homosexual terms. She compiled a 

survey and distributed it to LGBTQ+ individuals from different backgrounds. She asked the 

participants to define 26 homosexual slang terms and the results showed, those survey participants 

did not share the same knowledge of slang terms. Participants from urban areas gave different 

answers than the dwellings of rural towns. The gender of the respondents was different between 

genders too. She also emphasized that more mainstream terms, that were known and used by 

heterosexual people like "dyke", "butch" etc. were "not as effective as a sign of group solidarity as 

the slang of other subcultures" (Stanley, 1964, p. 50). 

According to Bishop (2018) there are several ways in which LGBTQ+ linguistic norms emerge 

online. These include reclaiming slurs, using playful language, using in-group terminology, and the 

use of non-binary pronouns.  
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1. Members of the LGBTQ+ community may use reclaimed slurs to counteract their negative 

connotations and foster a feeling of strength and community. For instance, terms like "queer" 

and "dyke" that were once used negatively are now accepted as positive descriptors by some 

members of the LGBTQ+ group. 

2. LGBTQ+ people frequently use language that is playful. For example, in the context of drag 

queen culture, the word "drag" can be imaginatively combined with other terms (such as 

"dragtastic" or "draglicious") to produce neologisms that capture the community's playful 

nature. 

3. The use of slang phrases like "yass queen," "werk," "shade," and "spill the tea," convey 

support, encouragement, criticism, and, depending on the context, gossip in LGBTQ+ 

discourse. 

4. LGBTQ+ communities also use Mirroring – they repeat the words that are used by other 

members of the community to empathise with them and create bonds.  

5. Non-binary gender pronouns are used by some LGBTQ+ people to communicate their 

gender identity and subvert binary gender norms. Examples of such pronouns include 

"they/them" and "xe/xem." They may also use different gender markers, such as "Mx." in 

place of "Mr." or "Ms.," to challenge heteronormative expectations. 

These types of linguistic norms are often used and reproduced in online chat forums. They help the 

members to find solidarity and build a sense of group identity (Bishop, 2018, pp. 295-315).  

The most interesting part of the LGBTQ+ community is the language of fringe subcultures. 

Nowadays, we can observe fringe LGBTQ+ community groups and their virtual interactions. Their 

in-group language can be analysed, and patterns can be distinguished. Since a multitude of LGBTQ+ 

forums are free and easy to access, it is a perfect ground to investigate these informal language 

variants, their features and deviations from the norm. Niche communities like non-binary lesbians 

would be hard to find, as these individuals make up only a small part of the general society CMC 

provides them with an option to form a community of practice and it helps them with identification 

with the group and an individual. As these groups interact new linguistic features and normativity 

emerge.  

 

1.5 Covert prestige 
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Covert prestige is a term coined by William Labov. It refers to a phenomenon where the nonstandard 

variant of the language becomes preferred over the standard variant and thus becomes considered 

more prestigious in a specific community of practice. In his linguistic research, Labov (1966) 

pointed out that:  

This word [the vernacular] is commonly used to mean low, uneducated or low-

prestige speech, but I have tried to stabilize it as a technical term to signify the 

language first acquired by the language learner controlled perfectly and used 

primarily among intimate friends and family members. Thus, every speaker has a 

vernacular, some quite close to the network standard, some quite remote from it. 

(1966 p. 86) 

According to the linguist vernacular variants of language are not inferior to standard variants and 

every speaker of the language has a vernacular. Even though in society in general vernacular 

variants are seen as inferior, in some communities of practice it becomes beneficial to learn and 

adapt the vernacular style of language to blend in and become a part of a group. Coupland (2009) 

gives examples of how vernacular variants have advantages in certain social situations like dating. 

He argues that vernacular variants are seen as more dynamic and socially appealing, while standard 

variants of language are associated with intelligence and prestige, but in social situations, they 

might appear less likeable, attractive, or appealing. Similar tendencies of nonstandard language 

preferences can be observed in LGBTQ+ communities of practice. Through the use of gay slang, 

for instance, members assert themselves as a part of a community, they identify, and label 

themselves and it creates a sense of shared solidarity. 

All in all, it can be said that LGBTQ+ individuals form virtual communities of practice through 

CMC. The basis of these communities is queer identity and through virtual interaction they create 

their own normativity “from below”, it is important to take into account that these communities are 

not homogenous and the different linguistic norms can emerge depending on a specific community. 

This normativity is maintained through constant interaction. The most characteristic features 

observed by researchers of this linguistic norm could be slang terms, abbreviations, playful 

language, reclaimed offensive slurs. Due to covert prestige, some of these terms could borrowed 

from other (in most cases marginalised) communities, like the black community. Some general 

features of CMC including but not limited to emojis, gifs, images, non-standard punctuation may 

also be found in these VCoPs. 
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II. DATA AND METHODS 
 

This chapter focuses on the data collection and the research methods that were applied for the 

linguistic investigation of LGBTQ+ virtual communities of practice. The first sub-chapter is 

dedicated to the description of the data collection of linguistic features of Reddit LGBTQ+ related 

virtual forums. The second sub-chapter deals with the research methodology. The last sub-chapter 

illustrates the ethical considerations and possible limitations of the thesis. 

2.1 Data collection. 
 

All the data for this research was collected from Reddit forums. Six most popular LGBTQ+ forums 

were chosen for the research: r/lgbt: Reddit’s home for the LGBTQ+ community (976 thousand 

members), r/gay (328 thousand members), r/bisexual (510 thousand members), r/actuallesbians 

(440 thousand members), r/traaaaaaannnnnnnnnns (361 thousand members), r/nonbinary (192 

thousand members). The aforementioned forums all belong to the same LGBTQ+ umbrella term, 

but they differ in content, member count and discussion topics. Data for this study was collected 

between September 2022 and April 2023. The data collection process encompassed a period of 

approximately seven months, allowing for a comprehensive analysis of the research topic. The 

dataset comprises a range of examples, including both recent information and chat threads/logs 

from two years ago. Due to the fact that these forums are interactive, in the data collection process 

two types of chats were taken into account. Some examples were of chat logs that contained unique 

linguistic elements while the other examples were extracted from chat threads. Chat logs are posts 

from one user without replies or comments from other users, while chat threads are posts where 

the users interacted with each other. 50 examples of chat threads and chat logs containing non-

standard sexuality/queer identity-related language cases were extracted (a screenshots were made) 

from each subreddit. Since some users of the community at times used more than one unique 

linguistic element in one chat thread/log, the amount of concrete examples slightly differed in each 

community. 370 cases of linguistic elements were found across all six chosen subreddits: 3 

linguistic features were found in r/lgbt, 55 in r/gay, 50 in r/bisexual, 60 in r/actuallesbians, 61 in 

r/traaaaaaaaanss, and 71 in r/nonbinary. 

 

2.2 Methods of data analysis.  
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A mixed method between qualitative and quantitative approaches was chosen to analyse the 

linguistic phenomena unique to LGBTQ+ virtual communities of practice to illustrate the diversity 

of linguistic repertoires in the forums. ‘from below’. A quantitative method was used to illustrate 

the diversity of linguistic repertoires in the forums. The qualitative method was used to distinguish 

the different types of linguistic features unique to LGBTQ+ forums, to find the linguistic 

similarities and differences in six five Reddit communities, to explain the link between the language 

and identity in the selected virtual communities of practice, and to define what features make up 

the linguistic norm ‘below’ of these virtual communities. The analysis was carried out by selecting 

the chat threads/logs that contained either several linguistic deviations or were especially 

characteristic to the selected forums.   

For relevancy, the most popular chat threads were chosen. After selecting the threads, LGBTQ+ 

terminology, expressions, slang, and grammar oddities, visual expressions (gifs, emojis) were 

found and extracted from the user interactions. To check the meanings of the expressions, the 

websites Urban Dictionary, Oxford Dictionary, Quora were used among others. After some rough 

initial analysis, all the linguistic elements were divided into seven categories that stemmed from 

the collected data: 

1. words to describe the outsiders of the community; 

2. words that are related to sexuality or gender expression; 

3. irregular spelling; 

4. euphemisms; 

5. words and expressions to describe gender and sexual oppression; 

6. words and phrases that describe solidarity with the community of practice; 

7. miscellaneous (the elements that did not fit into the following categories). 

The quantitative analysis of the variety of the linguistic features related to each virtual community 

of practice was carried out, and it was highlighted which category of repertoire of linguistic features 

was the most dominant in each subreddit and in all the six communities put together. Firstly, the 

linguistic norm of each different subreddit was distinguished and later the linguistic norm that 

applies to all six selected forums was determined.  

In some forums users expressed their identity using so-called flairs (usually flag symbols that were 

linked to their identity) these flairs were collected, described and their meaning explained, and the 

frequency of them was counted as these symbols were the norm that emerged in some of the 
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communities as a form of identity expression. Later the quantitative analysis of the of the linguistic 

features related to each virtual community of practice was compared and it was found out which 

category of linguistic features was the most prominent. Firstly, the linguistic norm of each different 

subreddit was distinguished and later the linguistic norm that applies to all six selected forums was 

determined.  

2.3 Ethical considerations and possible limitations of the thesis 
 

This study follows the ethical requirements for research that involves human subjects (Bhandari, 

2022). Because the Reddit data is public and anonymized, no identifiable information will be 

included in the analysis. Furthermore, in order to maintain confidentiality and avoid any potential 

harm, there was no interaction between the researcher and the individuals in the subreddit 

communities. 

It is important to acknowledge the fact that it is difficult to find the exact meanings of some of the 

slang terms used by the members of these virtual communities, so some of the results might lack 

accuracy. Another limitation worth considering is the possibility that some posts/threads/chat logs 

might be archived or deleted and become inaccessible in the future.  
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III. EMPIRICAL RESEARCH 
 

This section of the paper is dedicated to the interpretation of the data retrieved from the six 

LGBTQ+ subreddits. The analysis is divided into seven main parts. Six parts deal with the 

quantitative and qualitative analysis of each separate forum (3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6) and the last 

chapter (3.7) deals with the analysis of all six forums together. These chapters have sub-chapters 

that separate quantitative and qualitative analyses, subreddits that have visual expressions that are 

relevant for the linguistic analysis have additional chapters.  

 3.1 Analysis of r/lgbt Reddit subreddit 
 

The analysis is focused on the 50 chat threads/logs that were extracted from the r/lgbt. This 

subchapter is divided into three parts, the first part is focused on the meanings of flairs that were 

found next to the usernames of the forum members and their frequency, the second part is dedicated 

to the quantitative analysis of the linguistic repertoire that was collected in the forum and in the 

third part the qualitative linguistic analysis. 

3.1.1 The analysis of visual elements that were found in r/lgbt subreddit 
 

r/lgbt subreddit users use short descriptions of themselves (that are related to their gender identity 

or sexuality). This description is often used with a visual symbol. This symbol most commonly is 

a flag representing their sexuality, or a symbol related to a particular gender expression. These 

visual ques are called flairs. Different subreddits have their own flairs, users can select between 

flairs that were created and uploaded by the moderators of the subreddit or they can create and 

submit their self-made flairs that later can be approved or disapproved by the moderators of the 

subreddits.  

In this subreddit a trend was noticed that the symbols are often expressions of multiple identities. 

For example, multiple flags are added or blended to note that the identity of the forum user is a 

combination of several gender expressions or sexualities.  

Explanation of the found flags and the identities they represent (Pride Flags, (n.d.)). 

1. The most common visual cue of identity was the Bisexual flag. This flag is a rectangular 

flag with a magenta stripe on top, blue stripe at the bottom and a lavender in the middle. 

Bisexuality is an attraction to more than one sex or gender. 
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2. Another common flag that was found was the pansexual flag. This has three colours: pink, 

yellow, and blue. Pansexuality is defined as an attraction towards people in spite of their 

gender identity or expression. 

3. Transgender (trans) gender identity is represented by 5 stripes, two blue stripes at the top 

and the bottom, two light pink stripes as a white stripe in the middle. The term transgender 

is used to define a person who does not identify with the gender that they were assigned at 

birth.  

4. Demisexual flag has three horizontal stripes of white, purple, and grey with a black triangle 

on the left pointing inward toward the centre. Demisexuality is a term used to describe 

individuals who form sexual feelings and attraction to a person based not on their physical 

appearance, but on the emotional attraction. 

5. Non-binary identity is represented by a four-colour flag of yellow, white, purple, and black. 

Non-binary people are a group of individuals who do not ascribe themselves to gender 

binary (male of female).  

6. The rainbow flag is a 6-colour symbol that is a universal symbol for LGBTQ+ people. It is 

an inclusive flag of red, orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet. 

7. Gay flag consists of 7 colours: three shades of green, white stripe in the middle and 3 stripes 

of blue shades. This flag represents sexual attraction between two men.  

8. Aromantic flag is a five coloured symbol of two shades of green, white stripe in the middle 

and grey and black stripe at the bottom. This used as a symbol of people who do not feel 

any romantic feelings towards other people. 

9. Asexual flag is made of 4 stripes: black, grey, white, and purple. Asexuality is a sexual 

orientation of a person who does not have any sexual feelings or desires and is not attracted 

to anyone.  

10. Agender flag has black, grey, white stipes and a yellow stripe in the middle. This flag 

represents people who describe themselves as having no gender at all.  

11. Lesbian flag has three orange stripes at the top, a white stripe in the middle and three pink 

shades at the bottom. This symbol is a representation of women who are attracted to the 

same sex.   

12. Butch flag is made up of even stripes three stripes in various colours of blue, a white centre 

stripe, and three stripes in various shades of purple. Is represents a lesbian woman who has 

physical traits that are traditionally masculine.  
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13. The lambda symbol in the gay community indicates change and movement. The implication 

of this symbol is that the individual does not yet fully know their identity and is going 

through an identity shift.  

Out of the 50 collected chat thread/log examples, 21 contained a flag that indicated the sexuality 

and gender of the user (Figure 1). Out of the 21 flags, 12 flags were combined of two gender and 

sexual identities. An assumption could be made that forum users who add flags flairs as a form of 

identification tend to identify with several gender/sexual identities. Three flags containing three 

distinct sexualities and gender expressions were found, in 16 cases only one flag to represent 

sexuality or gender was chosen. The most common identity expressed with an image of a single 

flag was bisexual (5 cases in total). Due to the fact, that these flairs were used extensively in this 

forum, it can be said this form of visual identity expression was the norm for this subreddit.  

 

Figure 1: The frequency of the identity related flairs 

3.1.2 The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/lgbt  
 

In the analysis of the 50 collected chat threads from the subreddit, a total of 73 examples of 

LGBTQ+ specific language features were identified. These examples were classified into different 

categories that were discussed in Chapter 2.2, providing insights into the linguistic patterns and 

themes prevalent within the conversations. A comprehensive presentation of all these examples 
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can be found in Table 1. The categorization of these examples allows for a deeper understanding 

of the specific language used within the subreddit and sheds light on the key topics and discussions 

that took place. 

Table 1: Linguistic repertoire of r/lgbt 

Words to 
describe 
the 
outsiders of 
the 
community 

Words 
that are 
related to 
sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
gender and 
sexual 
oppression  

Words and 
phrases 
that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous 

Straights 
Allies 

Feminazies 
Bigots 

Straight cis 
Chistofashie 

Queers 
Cis/Het 

AMAB - 
assigned 
male at 

birth 
Pan, 
Bi 

Queers, 
LGBTQ 
Gender 
neutral 

Queerness 
Asexual 
Cis bi 

woman 
Wlw 

Sapphic 
MTF 
FTM 

Straight cis 
Mtf 
Ftm 
Nb 
Top 

Femboi 
Catgirl 

Femboys 
Backwards 

straight 

Dood 
Folx 
Hwat 
Uwu 
????? 
bUt 

DiDn’T 
mEaN 
tHaT 

Common 
Contra W 
Oooooooh 
they were 
roomates 
Mawage 

that 
bwessed 

awangenent 
Shaw 

fowwww 
youww 

Mah hawh 
they were 
roomates 

Thank you 
v much, 

haha 

Gal pal 
Roommates 
OMG they 

were 
roommates 
Business 
partners 

Bestest of 
friends 

Oooooooh 
they were 
roomates 

Shove them 
deeper into 
the closet 

Internalized 
homophobia 
Triggering 
religious 
trauma 

Ciswahsed 
Closeted 
Gender 

dysphoria 
Transphobic 

Gender 
affirming 

Sister 
Common 
Contra W 

Based 
Galaxy 
brain 

Identify as 
Based 

Very based 
Chad 
Fam 

Bicon 

Idk 
Omg 

Skydaddy 
Hozier song 

reference 
“giving big 
time ick” 
Fanfics 

Masculine 
urge to 

 

It can be observed in Figure 2 that the most prominent category of linguistic expressions found in 

the r/lgbt virtual community of practice were words that are related to sexuality and gender 

expression. Out of the 72 collected linguistic examples this category contains 32 unique linguistic 
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elements. The second category that is considerably more diverse is of the words and expressions 

containing irregular spelling. This category has 12 unique examples and is representative of the 

linguistic norm of the r/lgbt forum. Two categories that contain the least examples and are not as 

diverse were of words that describe the outsiders of the community and euphemisms (6). Not all 

the linguistic elements that were extracted from the chat threads are uniquely LGBTQ+ related. 

Some of the words and phrases, especially contractions are used in CMC in general in informal 

contexts. Contractions like OMG, IDK, slang words like BASED, CHAD and FAM are often used 

in informal communication even outside this specific chat forum.   

Figure 2: Variety of linguistic elements in r/lgbt 

 

3.1.3 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/lgbt 
 

To get further insight of through which means the linguistic norm of this virtual community of 

practice is established and maintained qualitative analysis of a chat log was analysed. One of the 

most characteristic chat logs and one chat thread were selected and analysed to see how users of 

r/lgbt forum construct their linguistic norm. These examples contain several features of linguistic 

phenomena that are unique to the forum.  

Words to describe 
the ousiders of the 

commnity, 6

Words that are 
related to sexuality 

or gender 
expression, 23

Irregular spelling, 
12Euphemisms, 6

Words and expressions to 
describe gender and 
sexual oppression

, 7

Words and phrases 
that describe 

solidarity with the 
community of 
practice, 11

Misalleaneous , 7



28 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 presents a chat log form the user silvercasandra. The identity of the form member is 

indicated by the flair. The flair contains three flag symbols and preferred gender pronouns. As with 

most of r/lgbt users, this user’s identity is a multitude of different gender expressions and 

sexualities. According to the flags, this user identifies as a demisexual, gay and transgender person 

who uses He/They pronouns. According to LGBTQ+ Resource Center (n.d), if a person uses 

multiple sets of pronouns, they are okay with both being used to refer to a person, but the first 

pronoun of the set is usually the one that the person identifies with more. Along with the flags and 

the pronouns, this user adopts terminology that is related to the LGBTQ+ community and is related 

to sexuality and gender expression. In this example the words: cis/het, amab, affirming, trans, 

queer, masc are used. Cambridge dictionary (Cishet, 2023) indicated that cishet is an informal 

adjective that is a blend of two words: cisgender and heterosexual. So, a cishet person is a person 

who identifies with the gender that they were assigned at birth and who is sexually attracted to the 

same sex. This person uses an unusual spelling of the word with a slash. Another sexuality related 

abbreviation amab is used. According to Merriam Webster (AMAB, 2023), the term is used to 

describe people who were assigned male at birth. The term, in standard English should be 

capitalised but the user chose to spell it in lowercase. The phrase trans affirming was used in the 

chat log, according to Health & Gender Affirmation In Nsw (2023), gender affirmation is a term 

that encompasses the possibilities and acceptance for people to live as the gender they associate 

Figure 3: Chat log from r/lgbt 
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with. So, affirming trans kids in the context of the post means supporting transgender identity of a 

person. Another sexuality related abbreviation used is trans. According to Cambridge dictionary 

(Trans, 2023), it is an informal clipping of the word transgender. Queer is also used in the post and 

according to the definition provided in the dictionary (Queer, 2023), it is an adjective that can be 

used to describe non-standard sexuality and (or) gender identity. This term can have some negative 

connotations and be offensive, the dictionary suggests that this term should be used only by a 

person to describe themselves and not others. The last LGBTQ+ related term that appeared in the 

post was masc. Dictionary (Masc, 2023) indicates that it is an abbreviated adjective for masculine.  

From Figure 3 it can be seen that linguistic norm in r/lgbt is set by using sexuality-related 

terminology and abbreviations, using visual tools (flairs) to help to express the identity of the 

person who participates in the forum. Most of the chat logs, including this one, had non-standard 

punctuation and capitalization.  

 

Figure 4: Chat thread from r/lgbt 

Another example of a chat thread (Figure 4) was taken from the subreddit to illustrate how the 

members adopt linguistic norms by interacting. The users Deldazmib and Man_Who_Says_Qwerty 

imitate or ‘mirror’ each other. They repeat the same word roommates (the use of this word is 

prominent in many LGBTQ+ circles and it is a euphemism used to describe secret lesbian 

relationships). It is a good example of how new inside jokes are formed in communities of practice 

and later become replicated by the users of the forums. 

3.2. Analysis of r/gay Reddit forum 
 

This chapter examines the linguistic elements that were collected form the r/gay subreddit chat 

logs. This subreddit is a forum for discussions that are related to gay community. The chapter is 
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divided into two parts: the first part is the analysis of the linguistic repertoire found in the forum 

and the second part deals with qualitative analysis of two chosen chat logs.  

3.2.1 The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/gay 
 

Linguistic elements that were collected form the r/gay subreddit chat logs are presented in Table 

2. Out of the 50 collected chat thread examples, 57 linguistic elements were extracted and 

categorized using the same seven categories that were chosen for classification in chapter 2.2. 

Unlike in the r/lgbt subreddit, in this community of practice flairs were not used next to the 

username to identify the gender (or) sexuality of the user. In this forum, some of the miscellaneous 

examples also contained linguistic elements that are not LGBTQ+ specific and can be found in any 

informal virtual community, such as OMG and BOMB.  

Table 2: Linguistic repertoire of r/gay 

Words to 
describe the 
outsiders of 
the 
community 

Words that 
are related 
to sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
gender and 
sexual 
oppression  

Words and 
phrases that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous  

straightdom 
cishet 

studs 
Openly gay 
flamboyant 
bottom 
twinks 
femme bear 
twink top 
switch 
furry 
Bottoming 
fag 

lewk 
momma 
Whermst 
Werkkkkk 
CUNT-y 
gawd 
skinty 
>w> 
Congrazzles 
fuzzies 
FTFY 
yaoi 

glizzy slurpin 
bromances 
homie-sexual 
roommates 

 
Queen 
Come 
throuughhh 
Yasssssss 
Stan 
Yass queen 
giving me 
neon realness 
Boots the 
house down 
mama 
tongue pop 
Gagging 
unclocable 
slay 
YASS GET 
IT 
deffo summer 
inspo 
underwear-
isle-
awakening-
gay 
awakening 
budussy 

OMG 
Giving thigh, leg 
and breast down 
Sir this is a 
Wendy's 
Heart stopper 
reference 
phaloplasty 
/j 
BOMB  
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It was observed that no examples were found for the category of words and expressions to describe 

gender and sexual oppression. The variety of categories is presented in Figure 5. The most diverse 

category of linguistic elements within the dataset was the use of words and phrases that describe 

solidarity with the community of practice. With 16 examples, this suggests that participants 

actively expressed support, empathy, or a sense of unity and belonging to the specific community 

being discussed in the chat threads/logs. The diversity of this category highlights the importance 

of creating a supportive and inclusive environment within the community, fostering a sense of 

togetherness and shared experiences. The second largest quantity of linguistic examples was for 

words that contained unique, irregular spelling (12). The richness of these linguistic elements 

indicates that participants occasionally employed unconventional spelling methods, such as 

intentional misspellings, slang, or text message abbreviations. The use of such language suggests 

informality, familiarity, and reflects the influence of CMC where linguistic shortcuts are commonly 

used. The category of words that describe the outsiders of the community was not as prominent 

and only contained 2 examples of linguistic elements.  

 

Figure 5: Variety of linguistic elements in r/gay 

3.2.2 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/gay 
 

For the qualitative analysis, some of the examples that contained linguistic features used to express 
solidarity with the community of practice were selected for further linguistic analysis.  
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Figure 6: Chat log from r/gay 
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This example from the user phatbish was selected as it contained several linguistic features that are 

unique to r/gay forum (Figure 6). The user combined several compliments into one chat thread to 

compliment another member of the community: boots the house down, mama, gawd, and tongue 

pop with a heart and flame emojis. According to Urban dictionary (Boots The House Down, 2023) 

the expression Boots The House Down is used by the LGBT community to compliment the outfit 

or a look of a person. The word mama is not used literally in the sentence, and it could have a 

similar meaning to a diva or queen to compliment an appearance of another gay person. Gawd is a 

slang term for god according to Collins dictionary (Gawd definition and meaning, 2023). The word 

is often used in LGBTQ+ community circles, especially by drag performers. Tongue pop is used 

in italics to imply the action and a sound of a tongue click. According to Wikipedia (2023), this 

gesture was popularized by drag queens to emphasize a phrase and express excitement or approval.  

 

 

 

Figure 7: Chat log from r/gay 

Another chat log (Figure 7) that contains language that is unique to the forum was selected to show 

how r/gay subreddit users interact with each other and construct their linguistic norm. The member 

boyman2254 expressed their admiration of another forum user employing yet another multi-layered 

phrase that is worth analysing: yass queen giving me neon realness. To start the analysis the word 

yass is an alternative spelling of the word yes. According to Butler (2018), yas queen is a term that 

is used to express admiration and enthusiasm. It is a gay slang term that became popular around 

1980s. Yas can be spelled in numerous ways and the more s’s or a’s a person adds to the message, 

the more enthusiastic they are. The second expression is giving me neon realness. Giving or 

alternatively serving realness is a phrase that is used to compliment authenticity of a person or a 

persona if a person is acting. In this specific comment the user is complimenting the colourful outfit 

of another member of this community of practice and is saying that neon colours suit their 

appearance.  

These two chat logs demonstrate how linguistic normativity is constructed in r/gay VCoP using 

irregular spelling and phrases that express solidarity with the community of practice.  



33 
 

3.3. Analysis of r/bisexual Reddit forum 
 

This chapter is dedicated to the analysis of the linguistic elements found in the r/bisexual forum. 

The forum is used by members to discuss topic related to bisexuality. 50 threads of conversations 

containing unique linguistic peculiarities were selected and 50 examples of unique language were 

extracted (Table 3). Later the examples were categorised according to the previously selected 

seven categories. The chap 

3.3.1 The analysis of visual elements that were found in r/bisexual subreddit 
 

In this subreddit, as in the r/lgbt community flairs are used to signal their sexual orientation or 

gender expression. 22 chat logs contained flag flairs. 19 of the flags were bisexual flags, the other 

three were combined flags of multiple identities (one pansexual + transgender flag combination 

and two flags of bisexual + transgender). Thus, it can be stated that flags help to set the normativity 

of the community. 

3.3.2 Linguistic repertoire of r/bisexual 
 

In total 50 examples of LGBTQ+ specific language features were found in in the selected chat 

threads/logs. The linguistic examples were classified into different categories (Chapter 2.2). These 

examples can be seen in Table 3.  
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Table 3: Linguistic repertoire of r/bisexual 

Words to 
describe 
the 
outsiders 
of the 
community 

Words 
that are 
related to 
sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
oppression 
gender… 

Words and 
phrases that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous  

Allies 
MAGAts 
 
Redneck-
ville 
 
Non-trans 
 
Fake bi 

bisexual g/f  Bros 
Bro-ing 

Panphobia 
 
Hetero-
normative 
 
Dysphoria 
 
Biphobia 
 
Queerbaiting 
 
Biphobia 
 
Bi erasure 
 
TERFS 

Valid 
 
Valid 
 
Gagged 
 
validated 

CMV 
o7 
AFP 
LIT 
come out 
Bone riff 
gaydar 
bisexuality to 
Taoism 
pipeline 
Taylor's 
version 
chronically 
online 
headcanons 
labels 
Blahaj 
BIPOC 

Trans 
Cis 
Binary 
Poly  
Bi  
Bi/pan 
LGBT 
Queer 
Gaylors 
GayTM 
Gaylorism 
Straight-
passing 
Cis-man 
Drag 
queens 

EPIC 
ERECTION  
I BeT 
 yOu 
 LoVe  
SaMe 
LoVe 
 

 

Out of the extracted examples, the most diverse categories were of words that are related to gender 

expression and sexuality and miscellaneous elements. As seen in Figure 8, both categories 

contained 14 examples and were rather rich in their linguistic diversity. The miscellaneous 

elements indicate that the participants engaged in conversations covering a broad range of topics 

beyond gender and sexuality, such as cultural references, pop culture, personal anecdotes, or 

general conversation fillers. The linguistic diversity within this category reflects the varied interests 

and conversational dynamics observed in the collected data. The second largest category was of 

words that were used to describe gender and sexual oppression (8). The relatively smaller size of 

this category suggests that while conversations may touch upon issues of oppression, they were not 

the dominant focus or theme in the collected chat threads/logs. Words and phrases with irregular 

spelling and euphemisms were the least diverse. Irregular spelling was detected in 3 instances while 

only 2 different euphemisms appeared in the collected chat threads/logs. 
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3.3.2 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/bisexual 

For the qualitative analysis, some of the most unique examples that contained linguistic features 

that were prominent in this forum were selected for further linguistic analysis.  

 

Figure 9: Chat log from r/bisexual 

The chat entry (Figure 9) from the user dpb83 was selected for the analysis to illustrate the 

linguistic norm that is prevalent in r/bisexual virtual community. The user identifies as bisexual as 

seen from the flag flair below the username. The member uses several words that are specific to 

LGBTQ+ community, this terminology for the most part is related to sexuality and gender 

expression. These words are trans, poly, bi, bisexuality, hetero-normative, gender dysphoria, 

MAGAts.  The term trans was already explained in the previous chapter (3.1.3). The word poly is 

an informal abbreviation for polyamorous (person who has several sexual or romantic relationships 

with multiple people simultaneously) as indicated in Cambridge dictionary (Poly, 2023). Bi is yet 

another informal abbreviation for a sexual identity (bisexuality) for people who experience 

romantic and sexual attraction for same and opposite gender (Bi, 2023). The compound hetero-

Words to describe the 
ousiders of the 

commnity, 5

Words that are related 
to sexuality or gender 

expression, 14

Irregular spelling, 3

Euphemisms 
2

Words that describe 
gender and sexual 

oppresission, 8

Words and phrases 
that describe solidarity 
with the community of 

practice, 4

Misalleaneous , 14

Figure 8: Variety of linguistic elements in r/bisexual 
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normative is an adjective that describes an implication that only heterosexual relationships are 

normal and proper. This word was found in all of the previous forums and is commonly used to 

express negative attitudes and sexual oppression of queer people (Heteronormative, 2023). Gender 

dysphoria is also used to express oppression but unlike heteronormative (word that describes 

external oppression) this word indicates internal oppression. The word is used to describe a state 

of mind when individual feels a strong sense of anxiety and hates their own body, because it does 

not match their gender identity (Gender Dysphoria, 2023). From the context, a guess can be made 

that the abbreviation MAGAts refers to people who are republicans, support Donald Trump and are 

opposed to LGBTQ+ identities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Chat thread from r/bisexual 

Another example (Figure 10) was taken to once again show how members of the subreddit imitate 

each other and set a new language norms by reproducing a linguistic expression in the chat thread 

(figure 13). Users ahoydem, TheAnxiousDeveloper, beans_lel, and JG1779865 copy an expression 

O7 that expresses a salute. (O7, 2021)  

3.4. Analysis of r/actuallesbians Reddit forum 
 

This chapter is dedicated to the analysis of the linguistic elements found in the r/actuallesbians 

forum. This forum is dedicated to lesbian community. The chapter is divided into two subchapters. 

The first one is dedicated to the analysis of linguistic repertoire and the second one deals with the 

qualitative analysis of chat log/thread examples. 

3.4.1. The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/actuallesbians 
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50 chat logs/threads were extracted from the forum and 52 unique language elements were found 

(Table 4). Similarly, as in the some of the previous forums, some users expressed their identity 

using flag flairs, however, when compared to the r/lgbt forum, only the minority of the users chose 

this type of identification (only 5 flags were detected in 50 conversation threads). As in the other 

forums, r/actuallesbians members use many abbreviations and slang words that are typical for any 

type of informal CMC communication and that are not identity related. Terms like low-key, GF, 

POC, OG, are commonly used in other virtual communities of practice (Table 4). One unique 

linguistic feature that was observed in this community of practice, was the use tone indicators. 

According to texline.com these are symbols that are used to convey the tone of the message while 

using CMC. Tone indicators help to compensate the lack of non-verbal expressions that help people 

to understand humour, sarcasm and avoid miscommunication online. As Paavola (2022) highlights, 

these symbols started gaining popularity on social media websites like Twitter and TikTok 

sometime around 2020 and later spread to other social media platforms. These indicators are also 

inclusive, as people who are neurodivergent may have struggles understanding tones of the 

messages. The users in r/actullesbians employed tone indicators more frequently than members of 

other forums.  
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Table 4: Linguistic repertoire of r/actuallesbians 

 

All the linguistic elements that were found in chat threads were classified following the same model 

of characterisation (Figure 11). Out of all the categories, the largest number of linguistic elements 

fell into the category of words that were related to sexuality and gender expression (20). 16 of the 

linguistic elements were classified as miscellaneous. The common usage of euphemisms (12) is 

mostly related to ironically describing how lesbian relationships are viewed by heteronormative 

society (lesbian relationships are for the most part seen as not serious, temporary, and hidden, thus, 

in subreddits that engage in discourse of sexual relationships between two women euphemisms are 

used as an inside joke. Lesbians are called besties, roommates, business partners, among other 

terms). Additionally, three examples were discovered for each of the following categories: irregular 

Words to 
describe 
the 
outsiders 
of the 
community 

Words 
that are 
related to 
sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
gender and 
sexual 
oppression 

Words and 
phrases 
that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous  

atmo-cis-
phare 
str8 

Transbian 
Butch 
Hersband 
Masc/nb 
husband 
lesbian 
enby 
Queers 
lipstic 
lesbian 
he/they 
sapphic 
moonies 
she/they 
sapphics 
they 
fruity 
genderfluid 
straight 
passing 
nonbinary 
twin 
switch 
subby 
fags 

stg 
GF 
sus 

gal 
Sappho and 
her friend 
classmates 
gal pals 
close friends 
besties 
roommates 
colleagues 
palsiest gals 
gal -pal'd 
on-the nose 
luxbian 

homophobia 
dysphoria 
comphet 
Complsive 
heteroexulaity 

allyship 
yass 
one of us 

low-key 
POC 
/s 
og 
/s 
/j 
Diana, Scorn 
of the Moon 
Leona, the 
Radiant Dawn 
urn the frogs 
gay 
soy 
just a phase 
gay panic 
come out 
/jk 
Hrt 
scissor 
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spelling, words describing gender and sexual oppression, and terms referring to individuals 

considered outsiders within the community. The identification of irregular spelling examples 

suggests that participants occasionally used words with deviations from standard spelling 

conventions. Although these words may not conform to traditional spelling norms, they were 

commonly used and understood within the context of the chat threads, highlighting the informality 

and adaptability of language in digital conversations. 

 

Figure 11: Variety of linguistic elements in r/actuallesbians 

3.4.2 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/actuallesbians 
 

For the qualitative analysis, some of the most unique examples that contained linguistic features 

that were prominent in this forum were selected for further linguistic analysis.  

 

Figure 12: Chat log from r/actuallesbians 

The user panicbutt used two euphemisms for lesbian relationships that are constantly repeated and 

perpetuated in the forum (Figure 12). Gal pals is an ironic term used by lesbians to describe secret 

lesbian lovers (Gal pal, 2023). It can be noticed that the user uses playful language which is quite 

common in the subreddit in general. In this case the user choses to use reduplication of the word 

gal in the sentence. The phrase hand hearts is yet another instance of playful and supportive 

language. It could be a description of a hand gesture of making a heart shape with one’s hands to 

signal affection.  Other terms that are traditionally used to describe relationships between two 
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women are used as ironic euphemisms for lesbian relationships. These were, for instance: 

roommates, besties, colleagues among others.  

Overall, the linguistic features utilized in the quote represent how language is used in lesbian 

culture to convey and affirm relationships, intimacy, and emotional connections. The use of fun 

and warm language emphasizes the value of female relationships while challenging conventional 

assumptions of heterosexual romance and gender norms. 

 

 

 

 

The user Sayasing’s post (Figure 13) also contained a few examples of the forum specific 

language. Tbf and sus. Tbf is an acronym used in informal chat communication that means to be 

fair (TBF, 2023). And the expression sus in this context is used to speculate that a person is 

LGBTQ+. It is a contraction of the word suspicious (Sus, n.d.). 

3.5. Analysis of r/ traaaannnnnns Reddit forum 
 

This chapter is focused on the r/traaaannnnnns subreddit analysis. This subreddit is dedicated to 

discussions based on the transgender identity and experiences. The chapter is divided into two 

parts. The first part (3.5.1) is dedicated to the analysis of the linguistic variety of the forum and the 

second part (3.5.2) is the qualitative analysis of two examples taken from the subreddit.  

3.5.1 The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/traaaannnnnns 
 

50 chat logs were extracted from the form and from these 50 logs, 61 informal linguistic 

expressions were found and divided into seven categories (Table 5). The use of flairs to signal 

identity was also noticed among the users. 9 forum members used flags to express their sexuality 

and (or) gender expression. Many flag flairs were of multiple identities (6) and the rest used a 

singular transgender flag as a form of identification. Another form of identification that was noticed 

in the forum next to the usernames of the participants were flairs that indicated the preferred gender 

pronouns and sexuality. 25 users used flairs to label themselves. Not all these flairs were pronoun 

Figure 13: Chat log from r/actuallesbians 
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related. Some of them indicated the date of the start of their transition or hormone replacement 

therapy (HRT). 

Table 5: Linguistic repertoire of r/traaaannnnnns 

Words to 
describe the 
outsiders of 
the 
community 

Words that 
are related 
to sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
gender and 
sexual 
oppression 

Words and 
phrases that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous  

cishet 
TERF 
cishet 
TERFS 
radfems 
feminism 
appropriating 
ractionary 
transphobes 
Reactionary 
Transphobia 
FARTs  
Sharts 
TERF 
biological 
essentialists 
feminism 
appropriating 
reactionary 
transphobes 

AFAB 
transmasc 
self-identify 
female-led 
voidpunk 
trans/bi 
he/they 
transfemme 
passing 
femme 
AFAB 
FTM 
androgen 
unisex 
transfemme 
FtM 
MtF 
womanface 
transpasc 
maleness 
genderfluid 
femboys 
Traps 

SJW helicopter queer-coded dysphoria come out  
Gigachad dysphoric hc  
validated internalized 

transphobia 
own the libs 

stan misgendering estogen FFS 
king deadname /s 
chadclife PREACH HRT 
Based 

 
bottom surgery 

transition 
goals 

Yuuri 

 
wip 
feminize 
goalposts  
 

 
 

Among the selected categories for analysis, one category stood out as the most prominent: words 

related to sexuality and gender expression, with a total of 23 examples. As depicted in Figure 14, 

this category exhibited the richest variety of linguistic elements. The abundance of examples 

suggests that participants engaged in discussions that extensively covered various aspects of 

sexuality and gender expression, indicating a diverse and nuanced exploration of these topics 

within the collected data. Another significant category was of words to describe the outsiders of 

the community (12 cases). On the other hand, words and phrases that describe solidarity with the 

community of practice exhibited a lower degree of divergence, with only 6 different linguistic 

elements falling into this category. This suggests that while participants expressed support and 
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unity within the community, the specific language used to convey these sentiments may have been 

relatively limited or focused on a few common expressions. 10 miscellaneous examples were 

extracted. The fewest examples were found of irregular spelling and euphemism categories (1).  

 

Figure 14: Variety of linguistic elements in r/traaaannnnnns 

 

3.5.2 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/traaaannnnnns 
 

For the qualitative analysis, some of the most unique examples that contained linguistic features 

that were prominent in this forum were selected for further linguistic analysis.  

 

Figure 15: Chat log from r/traaaannnnnns 

The user UnchainedMundane (Figure 15) used a flair to indicate that she is an aromantic, asexual 

transgender person who started hormone replacement therapy on November 15th, 2020. In the 

description the identity is expressed through a blend of two acronyms Acro/Ace, she also indicated 

her preferred pronouns (she/her). The forum member used several expressions that are associated 

with gender and sexual oppression and words that describe the outsiders of the community of 

practice: TERFs, misgendering, cis. She also uses the word us, to show that she identifies with the 
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community of practice.  Merriam Webster dictionary indicates that this is an abbreviation for 

Trans-Exclusionary Radical Feminist (TERF, 2023). This is used as an offensive term to insult 

women who are opposed to people who are transgender.  Misgendering is yet another term that is 

used to describe oppression and opposition towards transgender people. Merriam Webster defines 

misgendering as incorrectly identifying a person’s gender by using incorrect label or pronoun 

(Misgender, 2023). According to Brito (2018), people often use misgendering as a form of 

harrasmet and mockery of transgender identity. This act of abuse can have a negative impact on 

the person’s selfesteam and psychological well-being. The word cis has already been explained 

(see chapter 3.1.3). The user UnchainedMundane employs terminology that differentiates the in 

and outgroup of transgender identity. The quote includes the concept of goalposts, which likely 

refers to the shifting criteria that are used to exclude trans persons from certain spaces or 

definitions. This language represents trans people's experiences of exclusion and discrimination 

based on shifting and arbitrary criteria, as well as how language is used to explain these exclusions. 

Finally, the user employs hypothetical language to emphasize how the exclusion of trans people 

is based on arbitrary and shifting criteria rather than scientific evidence. This language represents 

the experiences of trans individuals who frequently encounter discrimination and exclusion as a 

result of outdated and unscientific views about gender and identity, as well as how language can 

be used to challenge these beliefs and push for more tolerance and acceptance. 

Overall, the linguistic elements in the quote represent how language is utilized within the 

r/traaaaannnss virtual community to build and reinforce identity, community boundaries, and 

power dynamics. 

 

Figure 16: Chat log from r/traaaannnnnns 

The user Shield-Maiden-Freyja also used quite a few expressions that are relevant to the analysis 

of the language norm that is prevalent in r/ traaaannnnnns subreddit (Figure 16). In this example 

the user employs several linguistic features that are characteristic of this subreddit. The first term 
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the person uses is pass which refers to a transgender individual's ability to be regarded as their real 

gender by others. Within the transgender community, this term is commonly used to describe the 

difficulties and expectations associated with gender presentation and passing as one's true gender. 

The comment you're such a darn cutie is a type of positive affirmation that transgender people use 

to support and uplift one another. Compliments like this can be a great way of creating confidence 

and self-esteem for transgender people, who frequently experience major hurdles in gaining a sense 

of self-affirmation and acceptance. 

The phrase moments of dysphoria and dysmorphia refers to transgender people's feelings of 

discomfort or suffering as a result of a mismatch between their gender identification and their 

physical appearance.  

Overall, the linguistic aspects in the chat log illustrate how language is utilized in this subreddit to 

show support, affirmation, and understanding. Positive words and affirming statements help to 

dispel negative preconceptions and foster self-acceptance and self-love among transgender people 

and help them to build a sense of belonging to the community of practice.  

3.6. Analysis of r/nonbinary Reddit forum 
 

The last forum that was selected for the analysis was r/nonbinary. This forum is dedicated to 

discussions of nonbinary identity and topic related to it.  

3.6.1 The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/nonbinary 
 

In the forum, like in all the previous forums, a total of 50 chat logs were selected for the analysis. 

Within these conversation threads, a total of 72 unique linguistic elements were identified, as 

presented in Table 6. It is worth noting that unlike the previous forums, there were no flag flairs 

indicating the sexuality or gender expression of the users in this community. However, some users 

in the forum utilized gender pronouns below their username as a means of self-identification. These 

gender pronouns provide insights into how individuals prefer to be addressed in terms of their 

gender identity. This practice indicates a level of inclusivity and respect for diverse gender 

expressions within the forum. Similarly, akin to the r/traaaannns subreddit, some users in this forum 

indicated the start date of their transition in their flair. This information reveals that these 

individuals are going through or have undergone a gender transition process. By including their 

transition start date in their flair, they share a significant aspect of their personal journey with other 
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forum members. This practice can foster a supportive and understanding environment within the 

community, where individuals may seek guidance, share experiences, or offer support to the 

community members. 
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Table 6: The analysis of linguistic repertoire found in r/nonbinary 

 

 

Words to 
describe the 
outsiders of 
the community 

Words that are 
related to sexuality 
or gender 
expression 

Irregular 
spelling 

Euphemisms Words and 
expressions 
to describe 
gender and 
sexual 
oppression  

Words and 
phrases that 
describe 
solidarity 
with the 
community 
of practice 

Miscellaneous  

TERF 
cishet 
truscms 

transmasc 
non-binary 
androginy 
nonbinary 
agender 
enbies 
nons 
nonbinary 
queer 
LGBT+ 
queer 
assigned at birth 
duralumninmind 
amab 
ajacent nb 
androginy 
masx-leaning 
amab 
afab 
qeer-centric 
non binary 
gender non 
confirming/neutral 
NB 
enby 
they/them 
they/he 
she/her 
amab 
she/they/he 
misgender 
it/they/he/xe 
demigirl 
paragirl 
girflux 
demiagender 
Bipoc 
boi 
enbies 
theybie 
enby 
xe/xer 
kitty/kittyself 
it/itself 
xenogernders 
nounself 
dino/dinoself 
dreamgender 
Nonbinary 
pansexual 

v v flat 
shook 
grrrl 
lewks 

aerodynamic transphobic 
dysmorphia 

gender 
euphoria 
gender envy 
transition 
goal 
gender-
gifted 
gender-
talented 
gender-
deficient 

in da closet 
Gonzo 
internal canon 
neopronons 
mirrorpronouns 
HRT 
xenopronouns 
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Within the collected linguistic elements, a significant majority, comprising 47 examples, were 

words related to sexuality and gender expression, as presented in Figure 17. This indicates that the 

conversations within the dataset extensively covered a wide range of topics and discussions related 

to sexuality and gender identity. The abundance of examples within this category suggests a rich 

exploration and nuanced understanding of these themes within the chat threads. The second most 

diverse category consisted of words used to express solidarity with the community of practice, with 

a total of 6 linguistic elements. This category highlights the participants' inclination to demonstrate 

support, empathy, and unity within the community. The presence of these linguistic elements 

indicates a sense of togetherness and shared experiences among the participants. Conversely, the 

category of euphemisms had the fewest linguistic elements, with only 1 example identified. 

 

Figure 17: Variety of linguistic elements in r/nonbinary 

 

3.6.2 The linguistic analysis of chat logs/threads found in r/nonbinary 
 

For the qualitative analysis, an example that contained linguistic features that were prominent in 

this forum was selected for further linguistic analysis. 
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Figure 18: Chat log from r/nonbinary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exemplary chat entry by the user Parking-Prioty2641 was chosen for further analysis of the 

forum-specific jargon (Figure 18). The chat thread contains a multitude of expressions that were 

gender identity related: xenogenders, xenopronouns, godgender, astralgender. Xenogender is a 

gender identity that is beyond human understanding of gender, it is considered a non-binary gender 

identity term (Xenogender, 2023). The prefix "xeno" implies "foreign" or "abnormal," so an 

assumption can be made that this gender identification is distinct and outside of cultural norms. 

This term is used to broaden the LGBTQ+ community's knowledge and acceptance of gender 

variation. A xenopronoun is a non-traditional pronoun used to express a non-binary or non-human 

gender identification. This word is used to acknowledge and respect the LGBTQ+ community's 

different gender identities and manifestations (Xenopronouns, n.d.). Astralgender is a form of 

xenogender or gender identity that does not fit into the usual male/female dichotomy. It is a gender 

identity that is connected to or inspired by the universe or space. Astralgender people may have a 

strong connection to celestial bodies like stars, planets, galaxies, and the universe (Astralgender, 

2022). Godgender is yet another type of xenogender that implies a religious link to divinity 

(Godgender, n.d.). As we can see this member of the forum views these new gender identities with 

scepticism. 
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Overall, the linguistic elements used in the quote reflect a growing linguistic diversity in the non-

binary forums. The user mentions, that these terms are exaggerated, however, they do spring up in 

the discourse of the forums.  

3.7. The comparative analysis of the LGBTQ+ related virtual communities of practice. 
 

This chapter is dedicated to the discussion of similarities and differences found in the 6 chosen 

LGBTQ+-related Reddit forums. In this chapter, the category containing the highest variety of 

features of each forum is discussed, and the differences between the quantity of the examples that 

were classified into seven categories are presented.  

To begin with, it can be observed that all six subreddits share some characteristics, for instance, it 

was noticed that in every forum users expressed themselves using CMC-related language. 

Examples included: IDK, OMG, and TBH among others. In two of the forums that were analysed 

(r/lgbt and r/bisexual), members expressed their identity with the help of visual flag flairs. This 

tool was used as an aid for users to express their identity and solidarity. 

The most numerous categories of the forums’ linguistic repertoires are explored both in each forum 

and in all of them together (Figure 19). The most diverse category in all six forums was of words 

that were related to sexuality and gender expression (140 cases of linguistic elements out of 370). 

Another prominent category was of words that were used to describe solidarity with the community 

of practice (46 cases). Even though some categories were not as diverse while looking at all the 

forums combined, interesting tendencies were noticed and described further in separate forums. 

Despite the fact that the category of euphemisms was not as diverse in all the forums combined, 

this category was significantly more divergent in r/actuallesbians forum: 12 examples out of 26 

were detected and extracted from this community. This observation could potentially reflect 

broader societal attitudes towards lesbian relationships. In many societies, lesbian relationships 

have historically been marginalized, misunderstood, or even invalidated. Heteronormative norms 

prevalent in society often prioritize and reinforce the idea of heterosexual relationships as the norm. 

As a result, lesbian relationships may be viewed as less serious, temporary, or not as legitimate by 

some segments of society. The forum users reflect this by using euphemistic expressions to 

describe their relationships (sometimes it is expressed ironically). 

r/gay subreddit had the most diverse linguistic repertoire that was used to express solidarity with 

the members of the community (16 out of 48). This data could imply that members of the r/gay 
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community build bonds through compliments and flattering. The linguistic expressions of 

solidarity can serve as a means to strengthen the community bond, creating a supportive and 

inclusive environment. 

r/traaaaaaannnnnnnnnns had the most diverse set of words to describe the outsiders of the 

community (12 out of 31). This can also be seen as a reflection of the current societal position of 

transgender people. In many Western societies, significant progress has been made in normalizing 

and accepting gay, lesbian, and bisexual identities. These identities have gained more visibility, 

understanding, and legal recognition over time. However, transgender identity continues to face 

more challenges and is often subject to higher levels of discrimination, prejudice, and societal 

division. Transgender individuals often face unique struggles, including marginalization, lack of 

understanding, and even hostility in certain contexts. As a result, the language used within this 

subreddit may reflect the experiences and perspectives of transgender individuals who encounter 

diverse and, at times, offensive language when interacting with society. 

r/nonbinary had the most varied vocabulary to describe sexuality and gender identity (49 out of 

140). The varied vocabulary used within the r/nonbinary subreddit to describe sexuality and gender 

identity reflects the nuanced and multifaceted nature of nonbinary experiences. Nonbinary 

individuals may identify with a diverse range of terms, labels, and expressions to articulate their 

unique gender identities and sexual orientations. The number of these terms is ever-growing as new 

non-binary identities are emerging. 

r/lgbt and r/bisexual forum users used visual cues to signal their identity. As these forums are more 

general compared to the others, the users employed visual cues to help other members understand 

their background and identity. 
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Overall, these results imply that the categories of linguistic repertoires vary greatly in the number 

of diverse forms they contain. The r/nonbinary community had the most language components 

linked to sexuality and gender expression, whereas the r/gay community had the most elements 

showing solidarity with their own community. The r/actuallesbians community was characterized 

by the usage of euphemisms, while r/traaaaaaannnnnnnnnns had a comparatively high number of 

linguistic elements used to define outsiders of the community. The unique feature that was 

expressed in both the r/lgbt and r/bisexual subreddit was visual flag flairs next to the usernames of 

the members of the community. It can be inferred that the aforementioned features constitute the 

linguistic norm ‘from below’ as these communities create their own unique language to build a 

sense of community. 
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Figure 19: Category distribution across LGBTQ+ forums 
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CONCLUSIONS 
 

The aim of the study was to find out how and through which means normativity "from below" is 

being constructed in virtual LGBTQ+-related Reddit chat forums. The following conclusions have 

been drawn in accordance with the objectives presented in the introduction of the present paper: 

1. After reviewing the scientific literature on virtual communities of practice and linguistic 

normativity, it was found out that virtual communities of practice form on the internet 

through the help of computer-mediated communication; the basis of these communities 

are shared interests and shared identity. One of the ways that LGBTQ+ people engage 

in communities of practice is through joining and participating in Reddit virtual 

communities. Through constant engagement, members of communities of practice 

begin to set and reciprocate their linguistic norms that help the members build a stronger 

sense of community, group identity, and belonging.  

2. 370 Linguistic elements from 6 LGBTQ+ related Reddit forums were collected and 

divided into 7 categories that were established after reviewing the collected data: 

1. words to describe the outsiders of the community; 

2. words that are related to sexuality or gender expression; 

3. irregular spelling; 

4. euphemisms; 

5. words and expressions to describe gender and sexual oppression; 

6. words and phrases that describe solidarity with the community of practice; 

7. miscellaneous. 

Based on the analysis, it was observed that in all LGBTQ+-related forums, the category 

of words that are related to sexuality or gender expression exhibited the most diverse 

linguistic repertoire, with 140 examples. This reflects the central focus and importance 

of gender and sexuality discussions within LGBTQ+-related virtual communities. The 

second most diverse category was miscellaneous, comprising 60 examples. This 

indicates that a significant portion of miscellaneous examples contained pop-culture 

references and language features related to general CMC communication, which is 

common in all online communities, including LGBTQ+-related forums. The category 

of words used to express solidarity with the community of practice ranked third in 

linguistic diversity, with 46 examples. This suggests that community members actively 
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employ language to express support, unity, and a shared sense of identity. Conversely, 

the category of euphemisms exhibited the least linguistic diversity, with only 26 

examples. It is worth noting that even though some categories were not as diverse while 

looking at all the forums combined, they were significant in some individual subreddits. 

For instance, even though the category of euphemisms was not as diverse in all the 

forums combined, this category was significantly more divergent in r/actuallesbians 

forum 12 examples out of 26 were detected in this community. r/traaaaaaannnnnnnnnns 

had the most diverse set of words to describe the outsiders of the community (12 out of 

31), and r/nonbinary had the most varied vocabulary to describe sexuality and gender 

identity (49 out of 140). r/lgbt and r/bisexual forum users used visual cues to express 

their identities.  

 

3. By analysing the linguistic diversity of the forums, it can be stated that in the most 

popular Reddit communities that are LGBTQ+ related, non-standard linguistic norms 

are set by using terms that fall into two types: terms that are CMC specific and terms 

that are related to sexuality and identity. Sexuality-related terms serve as a means of 

self-identification and expression, allowing individuals to communicate and connect 

with others who share similar experiences or perspectives. By utilizing this specialized 

vocabulary, these communities create a space where individuals can discuss and explore 

their own identities in a supportive and understanding environment. CMC expressions 

are also a part of the linguistic norm ‘from below’ in these virtual communities of 

practice. Irregular spelling, compounding, abbreviations, and acronyms are commonly 

used and accepted forms of communication. These linguistic features are a natural result 

of the online context, where brevity, efficiency, and familiarity are prioritized. Overall, 

the linguistic diversity observed in these communities draws special attention to the 

importance of language in shaping and defining LGBTQ+ identities and experiences. 

The use of specialized terminology, combined with CMC expressions, contributes to 

the formation of a distinct linguistic norm within each community of practice and within 

the broader LGBTQ+-related context. 

The research conducted in these LGBTQ+-related Reddit communities was approached from a 

linguistic and anthropological perspective. Combining linguistic and anthropological 

perspectives allowed for a holistic analysis of the data collected from these Reddit forums. It 
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provided a nuanced understanding of how language is used as a means of self-expression, 

solidarity, and negotiation of identity within the LGBTQ+ community. It also sheds light on 

how societal norms and attitudes influence the linguistic practices and experiences of 

community members. While this research focused on Reddit forums, further research could 

explore LGBTQ+ virtual communities on other platforms such as Twitter, Tumblr, or 

Instagram and offer valuable insights into the similarities and differences in linguistic 

normativity across different online spaces. 
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SUMMARY 
 

The aim of the research was to investigate how normativity "from below" is constructed in virtual 

LGBTQ+-related Reddit chat forums. The study had three objectives: to review the scientific 

literature on virtual communities of practice and linguistic normativity, to categorize and 

quantitatively explore group-specific language within and between six analysed forums, and to 

define the linguistic norm of LGBTQ+ virtual communities by analysing the linguistic diversity of 

the forums. 

The research was carried out on LGBTQ+-related virtual communities of practice on the social media 

platform Reddit. The linguistic normativity “from below” was explored in all 6 the most popular LGBTQ+ 

related forums combined and in 6 individual communities: r/lgbt, r/gay, r/actuallesbians, r/bisexual, 

r/traaaaaaannnnnnnnnns, and r/nonbinary. Unique linguistic expressions in chat threads/logs were 

found in the forums. A total of 370 linguistic units were extracted and classified into 7 different 

categories that were established after the data collection (words to describe the outsiders of the 

community, words that are related to sexuality or gender expression, irregular spelling, 

euphemisms, words and expressions to describe gender and sexual oppression, words and phrases 

that describe solidarity with the community of practice, and miscellaneous). 

The collected data revealed significant findings about linguistic diversity and normativity within 

the analysed forums. The category of words related to sexuality and gender expression was the 

most linguistically divergent, as the topic of identity was the focus of the discussions held in the 

forums. Other categories, such as words describing outsiders of the community, the ones expressing 

solidarity with the community, chat threads/logs containing irregular spelling, euphemisms, and 

words related to gender and sexual oppression, provided insights into the linguistic practices and 

experiences of community members. Even though the following categories were not as diverse 

among all the LGBTQ+ related communities, they stood out in individual subreddits. It was 

revealed that each community develops its own linguistic norms and preferences. The use of 

common computer-mediated communication expressions, such as irregular spelling, compounding, 

abbreviations, and acronyms, was also part of the linguistic norm “from below” in virtual 

communities. These linguistic features reflected the online context and the need for efficient 

communication within the forums. 
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SANTRAUKA 
 

Darbo tikslas buvo ištirti kokiu būdu formuojasi lingvistinė norma „iš apačios“ virtualiose 

LGBTQ+ bendruomenėse. Tyrimo tikslui pasiekti buvo iškelti trys uždaviniai: apžvelgti mokslinę 

literatūrą apie virtualias bendruomenes ir kalbos normatyvumą, šešiose bendruomenėse rastus 

išskirtinės kalbos pavyzdžius suskirstyti į kategorijas, juos palyginti tarpusavyje, o tada, 

išanalizavus kalbinę įvairovę forumuose, apibrėžti lingvistinę normą „iš apačios“, kuri vyrauja 

LGBTQ+ internetinėse bendruomenėse. 

Lingvistinei normai „iš apačios“ ištirti, buvo pasirinktos 6 populiariausios socialinio tinklo Reddit 

bendruomenės, kurių nariai diskutuoja LGBTQ+ identiteto temomis: r/lgbt, r/gay, r/actuallesbians, 

r/bisexual, r/traaaaaaannnnnnnns ir r/nonbinary. Iš forumų narių susirašinėjimų buvo išrinkti jiems 

būdingi kalbos bruožai. Iš viso buvo surinkta 370 pavyzdžių, vėliau jie buvo suskirstyti į septynias 

kategorijas, kurios buvo išskirtos tyrimo eigoje: žodžiai ir išsireiškimai, susiję su seksualine 

orientacija bei lytine tapatybe, žodžiai, naudojami apibūdinti asmenis, nepriklausančius LGBTQ+ 

bendruomenei, eufemizmai, netaisyklingos rašybos pavyzdžiai, frazės apibūdinančios 

diskriminaciją dėl seksualinės orientacijos ir lytinės tapatybės, išsireiškimai rodantys paramą 

LGBTQ+ bendruomenės nariams ir įvairūs. 

Duomenų analizė atskleidė kalbos įvairovės ir lingvistinės normos „iš apačios“ ypatybes tyrinėtose 

bendruomenėse. Kategoriją, kuri ypatingai išsiskyrė kalbos įvairove, sudaro žodžiai ir 

išsireiškimai, susiję su seksualine orientacija bei lytine tapatybe. Ši kategorija yra itin išreikšta, nes 

LBGTQ+ identitetas yra visų analizuotų bendruomenių pagrindinė diskusijų tema. Nors kitos 

kategorijos, tokios kaip eufemizmai, netaisyklingos rašybos žodžiai, frazės išreikšiančios paramą 

LGBTQ+ bendruomenei, frazės apibūdinančios diskriminaciją dėl seksualinės orientacijos ir 

lytinės tapatybės, nėra tokios įvairios kalbiniu požiūriu visuose LGBTQ+ forumuose bendrai, jų 

įvairovė išryškėja atskiruose subredituose (angl. subreddits). Matyti, kad kiekviena bendruomenė 

konstruoja savo atskiras kalbines normas. Iš netaisyklingos rašybos bei kitų įvairių pavyzdžių 

galima spręsti, jog lingvistinė norma taip pat yra kuriama vartojant formas būdingas 

kompiuteriniam bendravimui (angl. computer-mediated communication) apskritai. Tarp šių 

pavyzdžių aptikta daug netaisyklingos rašybos, santrumpų, akronimų. Jie sudaro didelę visų 

LGBTQ+ virtualių bendruomenių lingvistinės normos „iš apačios“ dalį.  
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