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Anna Ruskan, Margaux Susman
University of Tartu, Liepāja University, Vilnius University

Metadiscourse features in Estonian, Latvian and 
Lithuanian: The case of endophoric markers

Numerous cross-linguistic studies have compared metadiscourse features in English and 
other languages (i.e. Norwegian, French, Spanish, Italian, Lithuanian, etc.), revealing 
similarities and differences in shaping authorial argumentation in various academic 
disciplines and cultures (Fløttum et al. 2006; Mur-Dueñas 2011; Šinkūnienė 2014; Donadio, 
Passariello 2022). The aim of the present study is to compare interactive metadiscourse 
features, namely the subcategory of endophoric markers, in Estonian, Latvian and 
Lithuanian. The study looks into the distribution and use of endophoric markers in the 
field of linguistics in the three languages, also reflecting upon writing traditions in the three 
Baltic states.

The data for the study was obtained from three self-compiled corpora representing 
Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian languages. Each corpus contains 20–30 research articles 
from various linguistic journals. Data analysis was conducted by operationalizing Hyland’s 
(2005) metadiscourse model of interactive and interactional resources. Endophoric markers 
were classified into units that denote previewing and reviewing of different parts of the text 
or direct the reader’s attention to visual aids and examples.

The preliminary results show that endophoric markers in Estonian, Latvian and 
Lithuanian are less frequent than other interactive metadiscourse elements (e.g. transitions, 
code glosses); however, their frequencies vary across the three languages, which suggests 
a different concern of the writer to guide the reader through the text. The distribution of 
the subcategories of endophoric markers shows similarities in the three languages. One of 
the most frequent subcategories is reference to examples, which are numerous in linguistic 
research articles and should be organised in a consistent and reader-friendly manner. Thus, 
the present study discusses a number of language/culture and discipline specific factors 
determining the distributional properties of endophoric markers in the languages that were 
not compared before in terms of metadiscourse features and writing traditions (Leijen et 
al. 2023).
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