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Research problem can be broadly formulated as the expression of the norms of
law and ethics in the field of media accountability system. It is a very broad field of
research involving internal and external factors of the media body — among them the
organisational culture of the publishers and editors, principles of journalistic work,
interaction of the media body with the external users and so on. In the changing realities
of economics and political life, the functions of the local and regional press, the forms of
its interaction with readers, the forms of presentation of journalistic texts and
information — all in all changes the culture of information in a public sphere. The impact
of media on the reader in communication, political, ethical and other aspects was studied
by the follwing scientists G. Aleknonis (2010), A. Bal¢ytien¢ (2008 b), K. Juraité (2008),
A. Nugaraitée (2008 a), Z. Peciulis (2010 a; 2010 b; 2010 c), A. Vaisnys (2004, 2008).
But up till now there were no studies on the journalist‘s legal and ethical responsibility,
the analysis and systemic qualification of infringements of professional ethics,
tendencies of the most frequent law violation cases, or studies of the perception of media
professionals of causes that influence the occurring infringments of ethics and law in
their journalistic activities. In the years 2005-2010 the courts of the first instance of our
country have investigated 677 cases of the breech of personal rights. In these cases more
than half were addressed to the media: 27,32 percent of claims — for local and regional
newspapers; 17,88 percent — to the national newspapers, and 8,42 percent to the
television broadcasters. So how are the principles of responsible media respected in our
country? Are they respected at all? And in what social and economical environment are
local and regional media journalists working, moreover, how do they evaluate it?

Relevance of the study and the level of investigation of the problem. The
theorists of journalism note in their works that the main changes in Lithuanian
journalism began with radical changes of property forms of the media (Jastramskis,
2009; Nugaraite, 2008 a; Peciulis 2010 a; 2010 b). During two decades of independence
the property relationship and ownership of mass media have changed in a specific way.
During the first stage of privatisation the city or local paper editorial staff was given
proportional amount of shares of editorial office, these evolved into limited companies
that sold their shares to the people having no connection to editorial activities; new

commercial mass media organisations were established. Though changes in mass media



system are mostly linked with social alterations and political transformations,
technological and economic progress also made a big impact (BalCytien¢, 2009 b;
Vaisnys, 2003). Thus we can discern external and internal factors that predetermined
changes in the whole mass media and its system not only in economic and juridical
aspects, but, most important, in the essense of content and form of journalism.

The principles of the activities, rights, duties and responsibility of media in the
country are reglamented by juridical acts. While analysing the legal aspects of media and
journalists, we must turn attention to the fact that they are exclusively under national
jurisdiction. The problems of media law are analysed by L. MeSkauskaité (2004; 2005)
and A. Norkiinas (2001; 2002; 2003). Having in mind that frequently the main axis in
this branch of the law is the infringement upon personal rights the works of Lithuanian
law scientists V. Mikelénas (1995; 1999; 2002; 2003), D. Jo¢iené (2000; 2001 a; 2001 b;
2007; 2010), E. Kiris (2001 a; 2001 b), K. Jovaisa (2004), E. Ziobiené (2002; 2005;
2006) are very significant in this aspect. Their works inspect the application of the
principles of constitution, moral values, of European Convention for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms in the national law, as well as the practice of
European Court of Human Rights.

Both foreign and Lithuanian experts on law, philosophy, and ethics, such as T. E.
Barendt (2000), M. Feintuck (2006), Ch. Frost (2000), W. Overbeck (2007), S.
Arlauskas (2000, 2001), A.Vaisvila (2005; 2009), E. Venckiené (2008) emphasize that
the freedom of press is an essential part of such human rights as the freedom of thought,
discussion, diversity of opinions, and truthful information. Thus these provisions, as well
as universal human ethical values, are perceived and accepted in a wide sense, not on a
local scale.

Many theorists and practitians have noticed that the bad moral principles begin to
dominate the public space (V. Gudoniene, 1997; R. Juozapaviius, 1997; L. Tapinas,
1997; L. Bielinis, 2005; K. Jovaisas, 2007; J. Zelezny, 2010). Frequently, even on global
scale there are attempts to explain (and justify) the present situation by the ownership of
property, ,liberalization® of mass media, by beliefs that law and ethics are not
compatible with the conditions of the free market, and so on (Moore, 1999; Moore,
Murray, 2007; McQuail, 1992). On the other hand, the mass media scandals that shocked

Great Britain in 2011, compel to consider the duties of mass media more deeply and



widely, especially the aspects of law and ethics. It appears that unethical and unlawful
acts are inevitable in the old democracies as well. This is an actual problem of increasing
globalisation of mass media. After the scandal of illegal listening to the telephone calls
on 10 July 2011, the British periodical "News of the World“' was closed. The
investigation found out that mass media had violated the rights of about 4 000 persons.
Among the victims, there are public persons, actors, relatives of military personnel who
perished in Afghanistan and Iraq, families of London terrorist atacks victims, the victims
of widely publicised criminal crimes and their relatives. Moreover, the investigation
revealed that part of information the media representatives received came from the
informers who worked ir the police forces of United Kingdom and who collected up to
50 000 US dollars for illegally passed information®. By the way, at the height of the
scandal Rupert Murdoch, the owner of the international network of media, was called to
the special inquiry at British Parliament and insisted that neither him, nor his business
companions knew anything about such an unethical and unlawful actions of his
subordinates and put the blame on ordinary workers and chief editors’. The British
Parliament began to discuss and even question the a priori impact of R. Murdoch‘s
media companies on the public opinion, especially because the goals of his business are
disguised as public interest and the right of society to know.

The Lithuanian Human Rights Monitoring Institute in its yearly analytical
reviews® thoroughly discusses how the right of self-expression is realised in Lithuania,
how the rights of a Citizen to privacy of life are guaranteed. This is a valuable material
for studies and making prognosis of what should be done in our country to ensure respect
and protection of human rights, especially in the public space. The Inspector of
Journalist Ethics yearly presents the reports on activities of his Bureau and once in two

years prepares analytical reviews of its activities presenting an exhaustive information

' The history of the periodical began in 1843, and audiece reached 2,6 M readers.

“Phone-hacking scandal: Timeline”. BBC News. 12 July 201 1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14124020.
[Accessed 2011-09-04]; Bernstein, Carl. “Is Phone-Hacking Scandal Murdoch's Watergate?” Newsweek 11 July
2011. http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2011/07/10/murdochs-watergate.html. [Accessed 2011-09-04]

3 “Rupert Murdoch attacked at Parliament, appears unharmed”. Los Angeles Times. 19 July 2011.
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/2011/07/murdochs-struggle-to-defend-themselves-before-
parliament.html. [Accessed 2011-09-04]

* Non-governmental organisation Human Rights Monitoring Institute, established in 2003, prepares analytical
reviews since 2004. Internet access:http://www.hrmi.lt/



about the situation in the sector of public information media’ in Lithuania. But all the
information of monitoring and control institutions usually just ascertain the existing
stuation that Lithuanian mass media not always responibly uses the rights granted by the
public. But there are no deeper investigations on what determines this situation, what
factors influence such behaviour of mass media and its representatives. There are no
specific proposals on what should be done to develop an intelligent dialogue in the mass
media of the country, except for comments of some public persons and publicistic
rewiews in the periodicals. Usually, the participants of the public discussions explain the
present situation by the free market, state policy, or freedom of speech. It seems
embarrasing and outmoded to speak of the essence of mass media, i.e. public
information media, the whole sector and its specialists duties, professional competence
and ethics. Maybe this is because there are no comprehensive academic studies with
results that could help to forecast and project the perspective of the mass media in
Lithuania. Nevertheless Transparency International Vilnius chapter initiated studies of
Lithuanian media accountability system. In 2007 the project "Towards more transparent
media“ was carried out in Lithuania with financial support of Nordic Council of
Ministers Office; its aim was to evaluate the transparency of Lithuanian media using the
method of direct interview with target groups of business representatives. In 2009
Transparency International Vilnius chapter organized a pilot study of media in
Lithuania, executing common research project of “Media accountability® in Latvia,
Lithuania and Sweden. It is important that in this case the same problem of accountable
media was investigated, but for this study, researchers have selected universally
orientated daily newspapers “Lietuvos rytas®“ and “Respublika®, and a business
newspaper “Verslo Zinios®, a newspaper “Lietuvos Zinios“ belonging to the company
concern “Achemos grupé® and a city daily newspaper “Vilniaus diena* that appeared in
the media market only in 2007. The conclusions of this reseach on Lithuania specify that
the daily newspapers in our country are just beginning to apply the demands of
accountability of media and transparency of criteria seeking to increase the quality of
work, and in the context of all countries that participanted in research they lag behind

media both in Sweden and in Latvia.

> Since 2001, the Inspector of Journalist Ethics is obliged by the Law on Provision of Information to the Public to
prepare these analytical reviews every two years.



The expert of media law L. Meskauskaité (2004) emphasizes the legal status of a
journalist in a contemporary society and the problem of balance beween the rights and
duties of a journalist. Although the first version of the Law on Provision of Information
to the Public® was adopted in 1996 and later amended essentially a few times (2000,
2006), the content of the concept of journalist in fifteen years has not changed. Any
person having any education (or with no education at all) may work in public
information media. Scientists G. Aleknonis (2010), A. Bal¢ytien¢ (2009 a), K. Juraite
(2008), A. Nugaraité (2008 b), Z. Peciulis (2009), A. Vaidnys (2004) widely discuss the
questions of journalist‘s professsional competence, but the lawmakers are reluctant to
give more precise definitions of juridical status, and competence requirements for the
members of this profession who are responsible to the society.

Speaking about responsibility of journalists as members of a professional
community, it is worth mentioning that their accountability is directly linked to their
duties. The chapter 41 of the Law on the Provision of Information to the Public describes
the journalist‘s duties, and these precondition his responsibilities as well’. The standards
of professional ethics for journalists are presented in the Code of Ethics of Lithuanian
Journalists and Publishers®. Nonetheless specific features of journalistic activities include
one very important thing — a personal moral responsibility to his professional guild and
to his readers. In the first place, this responsibility depends on the inner culture and
education, on experience and psychological equilibrium of an individual. All this ir
reglamented by no law, but is dictated by the morality and honesty, the value system of a
person — a concrete journalist. Thus the field of journalist‘s responsibility consists of
three parts: duties imposed by the Law on Provision of Information to the Public, the
totality of the norms of the Code of Ethics of Lithuanian Journalists and Publishers, and
individual value system of a journalist. On what does the harmony of these three parts of
journalist‘s responsibility depend? Is this kind of harmony possible in the contemporary

social, political, econmical life? Looking at the realities of these days in the context of

¢ After restoring the independence of Lithuania the public information was regulated by the Law on the Press and
other Means of Mass Information passed by the Supreme Council of Lithuanian SSR. When the movement Sgjiidis
was formed in 1988, mass information media were becoming increasingly liberated and were not directly dependent
on Moscow policy. Therefore, the representatives of creative unions and lawyers have prepared a democratic draft
and the Supreme Council could pass it on February 9, 1990. A special law on mass media was adopted on July 2,
1996

" The Law on the Provision of Information to the Public, amendment. Valstybés zinios. 2006, Nr. 82-3254,

¥ Adopted on April 15, 2005 at the General meeting of representatives of journalists and publishers.



media, we often may ask, whether the law regulations and the norms of the Code of
Ethics do not become only declarations void of substance.

The author of this work thinks that a very important segment of media is regional
and local press of the country, because by the selection and proximity of the news it
stands right next to its readers. These periodicals give information and analyse the
timeliest and sorest local problems. These newspapers not only see the deeds of local
administration, but reveal the life of local inhabitants much deeper. With changes of the
Law on Provision of Information to the Public from years 1996 to 2010, the definitions
of regional and local newspaper were also changed. After 2006 the earlier town and
district newspapers were renamed to the local paper, because it is distributed in the
territory of a town or district self-governing body, and at least 90 per cent of its
circulation remains within the territory of a single municipality of a city or district. The
regional newspaper is a newpaper that is distributed on the territories of counties of
Lithuanian Republic, and at least 90 per cent of its circulation is distributed within the
territory of that single county of the Republic of Lithuania’. Since almost all the
circulation of the newspaper is distributed in one locality, the regional and local nespaper
become the nearest to their readers.

According to the statistical data of Lithuanian press there were 297 newspaper
titles published in Lithuania in 2009. In addition to national dalies and professional
press, the major part of these titles belongs to regional and local periodicals. Though the
circulation of newspapers published in 2009 diminished significantly (by 20 percent) in
comparison with 2000, however, the single circulation of these periodicals reached 2 611
000 copies, the annual common circulation was 290 778 000 copies. According to the
publishing place, most of these periodicals are published in the counties of Vilnius,
Kaunas, Siauliai, Klaipéda and Panevézys. Though the number of newspapers published
during the first decade of the 21st century decreased by 70 titles and it was established
that 54,9 percent of households are using access to the internet in 2010'’, the printed
word in the form of a local newspaper still remains an important information and

communication media for local inhabitants of regions.

? The Law on the Provision of Information to the Public, amendment. Valstybés zinios. 2006, Nr. 82-3254.
' Database of the Department of Statistics of Lithuania. Access through the internet:
http://dbl .stat.gov.It/statbank/default.asp?w=1280 [Accessed 2011-05-04]
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The object of the work — the legal and ethical violations by Lithuanian regional
and local periodical press editorial offices in 2000-2010.

The goal of the work — to establish the adherence to the legal and ethical norms
by Lithuanian regional and local public information media and to identify what has
influence on it.

The objectives:

1. To establish what is implied by legal and ethical responsibility of a
journalist;

2. To analyze the nature of violations of the professional ethics in regional
periodical press (2000-2010);

3. To identify the most typical infringements of law in regional periodical
press (2000-2010);

4. To investigate the perceptions of the staff of local editorial offices about the
factors influencing the occurrence of the ethical and legal violations.

Research methodology. This investigation is based on the theory of social
responsibility and accountability of mass media. It is designed using the model of media
accountability system created by a French scientist C. J. Bertrand, which is presented in
the theoretical part in more detail.

The following research methods were used in the dissertation work: logical,
comparative and complex source analysis, critical descriptive and analitycal method, as
well as the sociological and system research methods, content analysis, quantitative and
qualitative data analysis, descriptive statistics, analitical review of court practice.

The scientific novelty, theoretical significance and practical use of the
dissertation.

The novelty of the work consists of the exploration of legal and ethical aspects of
regional and local periodical press in 2000-2010. This is the first research of its kind.
The author discusses research context and points out functional and normative aspects of
the regulatory and self-regulatory institutions of the public information media. A
comparative analysis of the norms expressed in the Code of Ethics of Lithuanian
Journalists and Publishers and the Law on the Provision of Information to the Public, the
analytical review of the decisions made by the Commission of Journalists and Publishers

Ethics on the activity or regional media editorial offices, the analytical review of the
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court practice regarding regional periodical press formed during the first decade of the
21* century — are presented by the author for the first time. The theoretical and practical
novelty also consists of a sociological survey of the staff from 120 regional and local
newspapers’ editorial offices. The main red line unites the components of the media
accountability system as outlined in the works by C. J. Bertrand in the questionnaire.
This survey enabled the author to formulate and test the hypotheses and draw the
conclusions that can be applied by Lithuanian journalist in developing the principles of
accountable media.

Defended propositions:

1. Though formally the main elements of the media accountability system are
present in Lithuania (the Code of Ethics of Lithuanian Journalists and Publishers and the
Lithuanian Commission of Journalists and Publishers Ethics), the self-regulation
mechanism of the public information media functions ineffectively as the professional
code of ethics is based not on the ethical principles but on the provisions of certain legal
acts; the status of the journalistic professional competence is not legally defined.

2. The nature of the legal and ethical infringements in essence is very similar and
mainly related to the legal norms embedded in the Code of Ethics transferred to it from
legal acts. At the same time the criteria of legal assessment of the infringements in courts
are more coherent than those of the decisions made by the Commission of Journalists
and Publishers Ethics.

3. The practice of Lithuanian regional periodical press confirms the statement by
C. J. Bertrand that business affects journalistic work. It is characteristic for the business
practice of the regional periodical press that the owner of the public information media
can interfere with the creative activity of a journalist and make a journalist to violate the
law and ethics. The capabilities of a journalists to resist the pressure are limited by the
fact that they are accountable to the owners for the content, by the weak self-regulation
mechanism of the media, and by the belief of journalists that the readers do not care
about the authorship of newspaper material.

4. It is impossible to confirm that legal violations in Lithuanian regional
newspapers are related to the interests of political and financial groups. However, there is

evidence of close relations (and overlap) among local politicians and media owners,
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which shows that the influence of local politicians can be mediated through the will
(pressure) of media owners.

5. The internal rules of behaviour (the code of ethics) of public information media
could become an instrument of self-regulation helping the agreement between an owner
and a journalist. The staff of regional editorial offices believe that the internal rules of
behaviour (ethics) could increase personal responsibility of a journalist, however,
regional editorial offices in Lithuania do not have any rules of this kind (not a single
one). Thus, one can state that though regional journalists understand the problem, their
self-consciousness is not developed to the level that they could take a united action.

The structure, scope and content of the dissertation. The work consists of an
introduction, three chapters with sub-chapters, conclusions, the list of literature and
references. There are thirteen tables, ten figures and twelve appendixes created by the
author. The first two parts discuss a theoretical approach and the research context, the
third presents an empirical investigation.

The first chapter is based on the results of literature analysis and synthesis. It
analyses the component parts of the media and the model of the media accountability
system created by a French researcher C. J. Bertrand (2000). The relation and interaction
of law and morality is discussed and explained as well. The concept of public space
formulated by J. Habermas is seen as a social and communication field where everyone
has a possibility to express ones arguments regarding public issues (1989[1962]). This is
the way in which the public opinion is formed. It can become the basis of the political
decisions in a democratic state. The media is one of the most important elements in this
concept that enacts both social and communication aspects. J. Habermas distinguishes
two trends in the development of the modern public space. The representatives of the
first one perceive mass media as a mediator and promoter of democracy. They see it as
the central axis for the formation of public opinion. According to J. Habermas, the
partisans of the second trend recognize the significance of media for the formation of
public opinion, but treat it as a fighting field influenced by the market economy and as a
consequence affected by certain interest groups that seek control over political news
(Habermas 1989[1962]). D. McQuail postulates that media should be perceived not as an
institution that affects culture, but as an essential measure and indicator of social values

and meanings (1994). Therefore, media in social life can be one of the sources for the
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main social norms, rules and behaviour models. The theoreticians of the American
journalism outline the main goal of journalism — its duty to provide the citizens with
information that is necessary to develop freedom and self-government and also stress
that journalism is a committment to the truth in the first place (Kovach, Rosenstiel,
2001). It is necessary to pay attention to two terms used in these contexts — mass media
and journalism. The definitions of these two traditional concepts are already rooted in
Lithuanian terminology. Journalism and mass media are linked by the information
selection and dissemination activity. However, journalism is defined as a professional
activity based on the collection, research, processing and periodical dissemination of
publicly important information. Mass media 1s understood in a wider sense. It is defined
as organized information dissemination by and through public information creators and
public information media system, also as public information creators and public
information media themselves, their organizations and so on. At the same time
Lithuanian authors point out that the term “mass media* also is assigned to publications
published in press and broadcasted through radio and television (Zurnalistikos
enciklopedija, 1997). Therefore, when speaking about concrete results of journalistic
activity we use the term “journalism®. The term “mass media®“ includes all public
information media when the activity is analysed in terms of organizational aspects, i.e as
of an independet subject of economy. The essence of the concept “media accountability*
denotes the efforts of journalists themselves to control the quality of media. According to
C. J. Bertrand, this process should be free of the state forced interference. The main lever
in this system should be the moral pressure of the mass media and its staff, their
committment to ethical behaviour (Bertrand, 2003:3). This is the first guarantee of media
quality. In the case of our country, it should be an effectively functioning self-regulation
of public information media, which can be conditionally named as Media Accountability
System (MAS). C. J. Bertrand investigated the codes of ethics of journalists of different
countries and posed a rhetoric question: who is writing them if nobody follows their
rules of free will. His insights are relevant to the analysis of Lithuanian regional
periodical press and the situation of its staff in 2000—2010. Law and morality are the
main regulators of societal relations. The norms of law and morality are social norms and
have much in common. First of all, the norms of law and morality have the same object

of action. Both affect the whole society, its groups and levels that follow a variety of
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moral and legal provisions. Different societal groups may follow different moral
provisions or legal ideas. The norms of law and morality express human interests and the
need to protect them against aggressive relations between individuals. However, there
are major differences between the norms of law and morality. Legal norms are expressed
by state force, moral norms through public opinion, human beliefs and their internal
convictions. Moral norms have a greater influence on the sphere of social relations than
legal norms. The difference between the legal and moral norms also occurs in the fact
that legal norms express only the interests of the socially active part of the society, while
moral norms represent the interest of the society as a whole. Therefore, these provisions
can be applied to the analysis of public information media as a social phenomenon.

The second chapter presents the research context in terms of the characteristics of
the national media environment. The legal basis that regulates the functioning of all
public information media in the country is presented, the institutions that control media
and the self-regulation institutions are analysed in terms of their competences, functional
and normative aspects. It is natural that at the turn of the 20th and the 21st centuries the
attention of researchers was directed towards the implementation for professional codes
of ethics. According to some scholars one of the main premises to implement the codes
into reality is the necessity to create these documents by the grass-roots of professional
groups but not to impose them from some higher hierarchical level (Lusting, 2004:125-
140). It is also suggested that this type of documents should not perform the functions of
inquisition, but should be a consultant and a guide to any representative of a profession
in terms of professional ethics when a proper decision has to be taken. All the codes
discuss values (honesty, fairness, etc.), rules and principles that should be honoured (to
avoid the conflict of interest or even the hint at it), and the pursued ideals (to serve the
public and public interest, etc.). The codes pay attention not only to professional, but
also to universal, commonly accepted ethics. The personal morality requires following
the highest standards of justice, honesty, decency, impartiality that are presented in the
common form in the Decalogue. Professional codes assess behaviour from professional
point of view. The professional values themselves require to serve in the interests of
humanism and to seek professional perfection. The members of some professions must
follow the regulation, norms or interdictions that are accepted by the state and rooted in

laws. Using the model of media accountability system, the code of ethics founded on
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these principles should guarantee functioning of media self-regulation, because the
criteria of media quality control rest on the internal moral commitment of the media
workers, the participants of media themselves. Using comparative and complex source
and content analysis methods, the goals, form and contents of professional codes of
ethics are explored and presented. The Code of Ethics of Lithuanian Journalists and
Publishers (the Code) is discussed in the context of similar documents. The main
structural parts of the Code, the main provisions and the specific application are
highlighted. In addition the results of the comparative analysis of the Code and the Law
on the Provision of Information to the Public are presented in this chapter.

The third chapter of the work describes an empirical research that in fact consists
of three independent investigations. As the activity of Lithuanian media and professional
ethics are regulated by legal acts, it was necessary to discuss the research context in
detail. A supplementary documentary analysis was conducted for that purpose. It
allowed the author to establish the essence of legal and ethical responsibility of a
journalist. This work was required to increase the clarity of the research and its
reliability. The scope of research was defined by the breadth of the problem under
investigation. It was decided to explore the relation between legal and ethical norms in a
media accountability system using the model developed by C. J. Bertrand and to include
all the component parts of mass media. Therefore, the research is designed in relation to
the media functions, media participants as well as the market, law and ethics.

Seeking to establish how Lithuanian regional and local periodical press follows
the legal and ethical norms, and to reveal the factors influencing the situation, a three-
step investigation was designed for full exploration of the problem under research.

The first part of the work explores the violations of the Code of Ethics of
Lithuanian Journalists and Publishers in regional and local periodical press. Using the
quantitative and qualitative content analysis, the decisions of the Lithuanian Commission
of Journalists and Publishers Ethics related to regional and local periodical press in
2000-2010 were analysed. The nature of ethical violations found in the work of
journalists of the regional editorial offices is investigated in this part.

The second research step relates to the review of the regional court practice and
looks into the practical problems that public media editorial officers and journalists (the

authors of publications) have faced during the same period. The content analysis of the
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documents was used to establish the typical legal infringements that caused legal
disputes after journalistic publications appeared in regional periodical press.

The third part of empirical research presents the analysis of quantitative and
qualitative data collected through the sociological survey of the staff of the regional
editorial offices — the editors and journalists. The goal of the survey was to establish the
competitive and work environment in which media and their staff work. It was also
important to explore the perceptions of the local media staff about the factors that
influence the occurrence of ethical and legal violations in the regional periodical press,
their attitudes towards media self-regulation.

The principle orientation of the questionnaire is based on the elements of the
media accountability model suggested by C. J. Bertrand. The questionnaire for the
leaders'', editors-in-chief, and journalists of the regional (local) public media consists of
six parts with 82 questions, 21 among them are open questions. The open questions were
presented seeking more concrete answers in relation to closed questions, explication of
typical details, or exploring the circumstances of a particular phenomenon. The main
blocks of the questionnaire relate to fair competition, editorial independence, relations
between media and local authorities, legal issues, and the issues of self-regulation and
professional ethics.

Survey data was processed using descriptive statistics. The statistical analysis
software package SPSS 13.0, and the spreadsheet Excel were applied. The synthesis of
all three parts allows the author to make general conclusions about the state of
application of legal and ethical norms in regional periodical press in Lithuania, and about
the factors that influenced the occurrence of legal and ethical violations in the explored
media in 2000-2010.

Conclusions. After analyzing legal and ethical problems of Lithuanian regional
and local periodical press in 2000-2010, evaluating the main causes of their origination
and the results of the survey of the staff of regional editorial offices according to the C. J.
Bertrand model of media accountability system, it was established that at present the
principles of media accountability system are not operating on the level of regional and

local periodical press.

"' Some editors-in-chief of the editorial offices are the administrative managers of these public media as well.
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. The context of research and the results of documentary analysis show that the
documents regulating professional activities of a journalist do not define the
professional criteria or professional competence in terms of education. This creates
premises for legal and ethical violations in the area of public information.

. The Code of Ethics of Lithuanian Journalists and Publishers that regulates
professional ethics of journalists and publishers in the area of public information only
partly complies with the general content and formal principles of professional codes
of ethics. Its nature is contradictory as it is addressing two essentially different
professional groups. It does not express the postulates of universal ethics and uses
legal norms. In fact it repeats the legal norms present in the following legal acts: the
Law on the Provision of Information to the Public, the Law on the Protection of
Minors Against the Detrimental Effect of Public Information, the Law on the
Personal Data Protection, and the Law on Copyright and Related Rights. This
contradicts the principles of interaction between legal and moral norms.

. The analysis of the decisions taken by the Lithuanian Commission of Journalist and
Publishers Ethics in relation to the activity of the regional editorial offices shows that
the most typical violations of the Code in terms of content are: the inability to
discriminate between news and opinions, ignoring variety of opinions, non-critical
assessment of sources, illegal and unethical ways of information collection, ignoring
the right to respond, publicizing of unreliable, unchecked facts and unjustified
accusations, publicizing news about family conflicts, settling personal scores between
media and their employees.

. The most frequent violations of the Code of Ethics in regional periodical press can be
divided into two groups: intentional (violation of personal rights, such as privacy,
honour and dignity, or reputation) and unintentional happening because of the lack of
professional competence.

. The empirical research data shows that in 2000-2010 the Supreme Court of Lithuania
has investigated 45 cassation appeals about the infringements of persons’ rights in
regional periodical press. The regional periodical press mainly violates the following
main human values: honour and dignity, protection of private life, the right to ones

image.
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6. The complex investigation reveals that the editorial offices of regional periodical
press do not fully use the mediation possibilities in the deals of litigation (i.e. do not
apply preliminary reconciliation procedure).

7. The analysis of the survey of the staff of the editorial offices of local periodicals
reveals their perceptions of the factors influencing the emerging legal and ethical
violations. It was established that journalists working on the regional level do not
consider themselves as the members of professional community united by
professional matters and problem solving. This circumstance is one of the barriers to
implement an effective system of media accountability.

8. The staff members of regional editorial offices have identified the lack of qualified
journalists as a main factor diminishing the competitveness of the regional media.

9. The survey of the staff of the editorial offices of regional periodicals also helped to
identify a number of lesser factors that have an impact on the occurrence of
publications violating the legal and ethical norms in regional periodical press:

9.1.  One third of respondents do no think that the source and the
published information should be reliable, which indicates low
professional competence;

9.2.  The situation when the owner of a periodical publication may
press a journalist to infringe the Law on the Provision of
Information to the Public and the Code of Ethics of Journalists and
Publishers when preparing a publication is possible in the regions;

9.3.  The press workers in the regions do not trust the media self-
regulation institutions as capable to defend the creative
independence and the right to self-expression of a journalist against
the power demonstrations of media owners;

9.4.  The legal and ethical violations in the regional periodical press
are related to the fact that regional and local media do not possess
internal ethical rules.

10. While checking the hypotheses it was established that the occurrence of the
publications that can provoke legal disputes in the regional and local periodical press

is directly related to:

19



Insufficient functioning of the self-regulation mechanism of the
public information media in the country;

The fact that a journalist is accountable to an owner of a public
information medium for the content of a publications;

The opinion of the staff of regional periodical press that a reader
does not pay attention to the name of a journalist when selecting

reading material.
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Santrauka

Tiriamoji problema. Teisés ir etikos normy santykio raiSka atsakingos
ziniasklaidos sistemoje. Tai labai platus laukas, kuriame veikia Ziniasklaidos priemonés
vidaus ir iSorés veiksniai, talpinantys redakcijos organizacine kultiirg, Zurnalisty darbo
principus, Ziniasklaidos priemonés santykj su auditorija ir pan. Keiciantis ekonominio ir
politinio gyvenimo realijoms, keiciasi ir regioninés bei vietinés spaudos funkcijos,
bendravimo su skaitytojy auditorija formos, Zurnalistiniy teksty pateikimo formos ir
struktiiros, apskritai komunikaciné kultiira vieSojoje erdvéje. Ziniasklaidos priemoniy
itakg skaitytojui komunikaciniu, politiniu, etiniu ir kitais aspektais yra nagringje
mokslininkai G. Aleknonis (2010), A. Balcytien¢ (2008 b), K. Jurait¢ (2008), A.
Nugaraité (2008 a), Z. Peciulis (2010 a; 2010 b; 2010 c¢), A. Vaisnys (2004, 2008).
Taciau iki Siol neméginta nustatyti, kas sudaro Zurnalisto teising ir eting atsakomybe,
analizuoti ir sisteminti profesinés etikos pazeidimus, budingiausiy teisés pazZeidimy
tendencijas, tirti, kaip ziniasklaidos priemoniy darbuotojai suvokia, kas daro jtaka etikos
ir teisés pazeidimy atsiradimui jy Zurnalistinéje veikloje. Vien tik per 2005-2010 mety
laikotarpj Salies pirmosios instancijos teismai dél asmens paZzeisty teisiy iSnagrin¢jo 677
ieSkinius. Daugiau nei pusé€ jy pateikta visuomenés informavimo priemonéms — 27,32
proc. ieskiniy buvo pateikta regiony ir vietinés spaudos redakcijoms, 17,88 proc. —
nacionaliniy dienra$¢iy redakcijoms, 8,42 proc. televizijos transliuotojams. Kaip Salyje
laitkomasi atsakingos Ziniasklaidos principy? Ar i§ viso jy laikomasi? Tad kokioje
socialingje ir ekonomingje aplinkoje darbuojasi regioninés ir vietinés Ziniasklaidos
priemonés Zurnalistai ir kaip jie j3 vertina?

Tyrimo aktualumas ir problemos iStirtumas. Zurnalistikos teoretikai savo
darbuose pazymi, kad svarbiausi poky¢iai zurnalistikoje prasidéjo keiCiantis visuomenés
informavimo pﬁemoniu12 nuosavybés formai (Jastramskis, 2009; Nugaraite, 2008 a;
Peciulis 2010 a; 2010 b). Per du nepriklausomybés deSimtmecius Salyje savitai klostési
ziniasklaidos priemoniy nuosavybés santykiai. Nuo pirminio privatizavimo etapo, kai
miesto ar rajono laikras¢iy redakcijy akcijos buvo atitinkamai iSdalytos redakcijy
darbuotojams, iki redakcijy — uzdaryjy akciniy bendroviy akcijy pardavimo asmenims,

nieko bendra neturintiems su redakcijy darbu, naujy Ziniasklaidos priemoniy steigimo ir

' Disertacijoje terminai visuomenés informavimo priemoné ir iniasklaidos priemoné vartojami kaip sinonimai.
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Jju plétojimo kaip savarankiSko verslo. Nors ziniasklaidos sistemos pasikeitimai
labiausiai siejami su socialiniais pokyciais visuomen¢je bei  politinémis
transformacijomis, didele¢ jtaka tam daré ir technologiné bei ekonominé pazanga
(Bal¢ytiene, 2009 b; Vaisnys, 2003). Todéel galima bity skirti iSorinius ir vidinius
veiksnius, lémusius visos Ziniasklaidos ir jos sistemos persitvarkymus ne tik ekonominiu
ir teisiniu aspektais, bet svarbiausia — zurnalistikos turinio ir formos prasme.

Ziniasklaidos priemoniy veiklos principus, teises, pareigas ir atsakomybe
reglamentuoja Salyje galiojantys teisés aktai. Analizuojant visuomenés informavimo
priemoniy ir jy Zzurnalisty veiklg teisiniu aspektu, atkreiptinas démesys, jog tai —
i$skirtinai nacionalinés teisés dalykas. LietuviSkos Ziniasklaidos teisés problemas savo
darbuose nagrin¢ja L. MeSkauskaite (2004; 2005), A. Norkiinas (2001; 2002; 2003).
[vertinus, kad daZnai §ios teisés Sakos problemos aSis yra pazeistos asmens teises, Situo
aspektu ypac reikSmingi Lietuvos teisés mokslininky V. Mikeléno (1995; 1999; 2002;
2003), D. Jocienés (2000; 2001 a; 2001 b; 2007; 2010), E. Kiirio (2001 a; 2001 b), K.
Jovaiso (2004), E. Ziobienés (2002; 2005; 2006) darbai, kuriuose nagrinéjami
konstitucingumo principai ir vertybinés nuostatos, Europos Zmogaus teisiy ir laisviy
konvencijos taikymo aspektai nacionalingje teiséje, asmens konstituciniy teisiy gynimo
biidai, aptariami Europos Zmogaus Teisiy Teismo praktikos klausimai.

Tiek uzsienio, tiek Lietuvos teisés, filosofijos, etikos ekspertai E. Barendtas
(2000), M. Feintuckas (2006), Ch. Frostas (2000), W. Overbeckas (2007), S. Arlauskas
(2000, 2001), A.Vaisvila (2005; 2009), E. Venckien¢ (2008) akcentuoja, kad spaudos
laisvé yra esminé¢ Zmogaus teisiy ] minties, diskusijos, nuomoniy jvairoves, teisinga
informacijg dalis. Taigi Sios nuostatos, kaip ir bendrazmogiSkos etinés vertybés,
suvokiamos ir priimtinos plac¢igja prasme, o ne lokaliu masteliu.

Daugelis teoretiky ir praktiky pastebi, kad vieSojoje erdvéje Siuo metu jsivesi
negeros moralés principai (V. Gudonien¢, 1997; R. Juozapavicius, 1997; L. Tapinas,
1997; L. Bielinis, 2005; K. Jovaisas, 2007; J. Zelezny, 2010). DazZnai net globaliu mastu
tokig situacijg méginama aiskinti (ir teisinti) nuosavybés priklausomybe, ziniasklaidos
Hlaisvejimu®, tuo, kad teis¢ ir etika néra suderinami dalykai, ypac laisvos rinkos
salygomis, ir pan. (Moore'as, 1999; Moore'as, Murray'as, 2007; McQuailas, 1992). Antra
vertus, 2011 mety ziniasklaidos skandalai, sukréte DidZigja Britanijg, vercia giliau ir

placiau apmastyti Ziniasklaidos priedermes, ypac teisés ir moralés aspektu. NeetiSki ir
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neteiséti informacijos rinkimo biidai, pasirodo, neiSvengiami ir senosiose demokratijose.
Tai aktuali problema sparCiai global¢jancioje Ziniasklaidoje. D¢l neteiséto pokalbiy
telefonu klausymosi kilusio skandalo 2011 mety liepos 10 d. buvo uzdarytas brity
leidinys ,,News of the World“"’. Tyrimo metu paaiskéjo, jog Ziniasklaida pazeidé
mazdaug 4 000 asmeny teises. Tarp nukentéjusiyjy — visuomenés veik¢jai, aktoriai,
Afganistane ir Irake zuvusiy kariy artimieji, Londono teroro auky Seimos, rezonansiniy
kriminaliniy nusikaltimy aukos ir jy artimieji. Negana to, tyrimas atskleid¢, kad dalj
informacijos ziniasklaidos atstovai gaudavo i§ informatoriy, dirban¢iy Jungtinés
Karalystés policijoje, kuriems uz ,nutekintag® informacija buvo mokama iki 50 000
doleriy'®. Beje, skandalo jkarstyje tarptautinio Ziniasklaidos tinklo savininkas Rupertas
Murdochas, pakviestas ] specialius klausymus brity parlamente, teige, jog nei jis, nei jo
verslo kompanionai apie tokj neetiSka ir neteisétg darbuotojy elgesi nieko nezinojo ir
kaltino paprastus redakcijos darbuotojus bei redakcijy vadovus'. Brity parlamente
pradétas svarstyti ir netgi kvestionuoti R. Murdocho ziniasklaidos bendroviy a priori
poveikis vieSajai nuomonei, ypa¢ savo verslo tikslus pridengiant vieSuoju interesu ir
visuomeneés teise Zinoti.

Kaip Lietuvoje realizuojama teis¢ i saviraiSka, kaip garantuojamos piliecio teises 1
privataus gyvenimo apsauga i§samiai aptaria Zmogaus teisiy steb&jimo institutas kasmet
rengiamose analitinése apzvalgose'®, ir tai yra vertinga medZiaga tyrimams bei
prognozavimui, kg reikéty daryti Salyje, kad biity gerbiamos ir ginamos Zmogaus teises,
ypad vieSojoje erdvéje. Zurnalisty etikos inspektorius, kasmet teikdamas tarnybos
veiklos ataskaitas, taip pat kas dveji metai rengdamas analitines veiklos apzZvalgas,
pateikia iSsamig informacija apie situacijg Salies visuomenés informavimo priemoniy
sektoriuje'’. Tadiau visa stebésenos ir kontrolés instituty informacija daugiausia tik

konstatuoja esamg padét], kad Lietuvos Ziniasklaida ne visada sugeba atsakingai elgtis su

' L eidinio istorija prasidéjo 1843 metais, o auditorija sudaré 2,6 mln. skaitytojy.

"“«Phone-hacking scandal: Timeline”. BBC News. 12 July 2011. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14124020. [Zitiréta
2011-09-04]; Bernstein, Carl. “Is Phone-Hacking Scandal Murdoch's Watergate?” Newsweek 11 July 2011.
http://www.thedailybeast.com/newsweek/2011/07/10/murdoch-s-watergate.html. [Zidiréta 2011-09-04]

15 “Rupert Murdoch attacked at Parliament, appears unharmed”. Los Angeles Times. 19 July 2011.
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/entertainmentnewsbuzz/2011/07/murdochs-struggle-to-defend-themselves-before-
parliament.html. [Zitréta 2011-09-04]

'® Nevyriausybiné organizacija - Zmogaus teisiy steb&jimo institutas, jkurtas 2003 metais, analitines apZvalgas
rengia nuo 2004 mety. Prieiga per internetg:http://www.hrmi.lt/

'7 Zurnalisty etikos inspektorius nuo 2001 mety VIJ jpareigotas kas dveji metai rengti analitines ZEI veiklos
apzvalgas.
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visuomenés jai suteiktomis teisémis. O kas tai lemia, kokie veiksniai daro jtakg tokiai
ziniasklaidos, jos darbuotojy elgsenai giliau netiriama. ISskyrus atskiry visuomenés
veikéjy komentarus, publicistines apzvalgas periodikoje apie tai, ko reikéty kultiringo
dialogo ktrimui Salies Ziniasklaidoje, konkreciy pasitilymy néra. DazZniausiai vieSyjy
diskusijy fone esama padétis méginama aiskinti laisva rinka, valstybés politika, ZzodZio
laisve. Tokiame kontekste tarsi nepatogu ir neSiuolaikiSka 1§ esmés kalbéti apie
ziniasklaidos, t. y. visuomenés informavimo priemoniy, sektoriaus ir jame dirbanciy
specialisty pareigas, profesing kompetencijg ir etikg. Galbit tai lemia aplinkybé, jog
Lietuvoje néra iSsamiy, akademiniy studijy, kuriy rezultatai padéty prognozuoti ir
projektuoti Ziniasklaidos perspektyva. Vis delto Transparency International Vilniaus
skyriaus iniciatyva Lietuvos Ziniasklaidos atsakingumo sistemos buvo tyrinétos. 2007
metais Siaurés Ministry Tarybos biuro Lietuvoje finansuoto projekto ,.Skaidresnés
ziniasklaidos link* tikslas buvo jvertinti Salies Ziniasklaidos skaidrumg, naudojant
tiesioginio interviu metoda su fokusuotomis verslinininky grupémis. Kitas, 2009 metais
Transparency International Vilniaus skyriaus surengtas Zzvalgomasis Ziniasklaidos
tyrimas Lietuvoje, vykdant bendrg Ziniasklaidos atskaitingumo Latvijoje, Lietuvoje ir
Svedijoje tiriamajj projekta. Svarbiausia, kad ¢a taip pat buvo sprendZiama ta pati
visuomenei atsakingos Ziniasklaidos problema, tik pasirinkti tyrimui universalios
tematikos dienras¢iai ,,Lietuvos rytas® ir ,,Respublika® bei verslo dienrastis ,,Verslo
zinios®, koncerno ,, Achemos grupée* laikrastis ,,Lietuvos Zinios*“ ir 2007 metais
ziniasklaidos rinkoje pasirodes miesto dienrastis ,,Vilniaus diena®. Sio tyrimo i§vadose
apie Lietuva nurodoma, kad atsakingos Ziniasklaidos reikalavimus, skaidrumo kriterijus,
sieckdami kokybiskai dirbti, Salies dienras¢iai tik pradeda taikyti, o visy tiriamyjy
kontekste — misy Salies leidiniai atsilicka tiek nuo Svedijos, tiek nuo Latvijos
ziniasklaidos priemoniy.

Ziniasklaidos teisés eksperté L. Meskauskaité (2004) aktualizuoja Zurnalisto
teisinio statuso Siuolaikin¢je visuomen¢je bei zurnalisto teisiy ir pareigy balanso

problema. Nors pirmoji Visuomenés informavimo jstatymo'® redakcija buvo priimta

'8 Atkiirus Lietuvos nepriklausomybe, $alyje visuomenés informavima reglamentavo Spaudos ir kity masinés

informacijos priemoniy jstatymas, priimtas 1990 m. vasario 9 dieng Lietuvos TSR Auks¢iausioji Taryba. 1988 m.
susiktirus Sajudziui, masinés informacijos priemonés savo turiniu pradéjo laisvéti, nebuvo tiesioginio priklausymo
nuo Maskvos politikos, todél respublikos kiirybiniy sgjungy atstovai ir teisininkai parengé gana demokratiska
istatymo projekta. Specialus Ziniasklaidai skirtas jstatymas buvo priimtas 1996 m. liepos 2 dieng.
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1996 metais, veliau koreguota keletg karty (2000, 2006), zurnalisto sgvokos turinys per
penkiolika mety nepakito. Zurnalistu $alies visuomenés informavimo priemonése gali
dirbti asmuo, turintis bet kokj iSsilavinimg (arba i$vis nejgijes jokio). Mokslininkai G.
Aleknonis (2010), A. Baléytiené (2009 a), K. Juraité (2008), A. Nugaraité (2008 b), Z.
Peciulis (2009), A. Vaisnys (2004) Zurnalisty profesinés kompetencijos klausimus savo
darbuose aptaria placiai, taciau jstatymy leidéjai Sios visuomenei atsakingos profesijos
atstovy teisinio statuso, ypac iSsilavinimo aspektu, nesiryzta tiksliau apibrézti.

Kalbant apie zurnalisty kaip profesinés bendrijos atstovy atsakomybe, biitina
pasakyti, kad Sitos profesijos atstovy atsakomybé yra tiesiogiai susijusi su jy pareigomis.
Visuomenés informavimo jstatymo (toliau — VII) 41 straipsnis nustato Zurnalisto
pareigas, kurios suponuoja ir jo atsakomybe'’. Zurnalisty profesinés etikos standartai
i3déstyti Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekse®’. Vis délto profesiné Zurnalistinés
veiklos specifika turi dar vieng labai svarby dalykg — asmens moraling atsakomybe savo
profesinei gildijai ir savo skaitytojui. Tai pirmiausia priklauso nuo individo vidinés
kultiiros ir i$silavinimo, patirties ir psichologinés pusiausvyros. Viso to nereglamentuoja
jokie jstatymai, taCiau nustato asmens — konkretaus Zurnalisto moraliniy ir doroviniy
vertybiy sistema. Taigi Zurnalisto atsakomybés lauka sudaro trys sudedamosios:
Visuomenés informavimo jstatyme nustatytos pareigos, Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy
etikos kodekso normy visuma ir individuali Zurnalisto vertybiy sistema. Nuo ko
priklauso §iy trijy Zurnalisto atsakomybés sudedamyjy darna? Ar yjmanoma toji darna
Siandienos visuomeniniame, politiniame, ekonominiame gyvenime? Stebint $iy dieny
realijas ziniasklaidos kontekste, daznai kyla klausimas, ar jstatymo nuostatos ir Etikos
kodekso normos tikroveéje netampa deklaratyviomis frazémis.

Darbo autorés manymu, itin svarbus Ziniasklaidos segmentas yra Salies regioniné
ir vietine spauda, naujieny atrankos — artumo kriterijjumi esanti tiesiog Salia savo
skaitytojo. Sios rusies periodika informuoja ir analizuoja padias aktualiausias bei
opiausias vietos problemas. Tokie laikraS¢iai ne tik geriausiai fiksuoja vietinés valdZios
veikla, bet gerokai giliau atskleidzia vietos gyventojy gyvenimg. Keiiantis Visuomenes
informavimo jstatymo redakcijoms nuo 1996 iki 2010 mety, kito ir regioninio bei

vietinio laikras¢io apibréztys. Biitent iki 2006 mety anks¢iau vadintas miesto ir rajono

"% Visuomenés informavimo jstatymo pakeitimo jstatymas. Valstybés Zinios. 2006, Nr. 82-3254.
2% Patvirtintame 2005 mety balandZio 15 d. zurnalisty ir leidéjy organizacijy atstovy susirinkime.
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laikraStis jvardytas vietiniu laikrasciu, nes tai laikraStis, platinamas vieno miesto ar
rajono savivaldybés teritorijoje, ir Sio laikras¢io ne maziau kaip 90 procenty tirazo
iSplatinama vieno miesto ar rajono savivaldybés teritorijoje. Regioninis laikrastis — tai
laikrastis, kuris platinamas Lietuvos Respublikos apskriCiy teritorijose ir kurio ne maziau
kaip 90 procenty tirazo i$platinama vienos apskrities teritorijoje*'. Kadangi beveik visas
laikra$¢io tirazas iSplatinamas konkrecioje vietoveéje, regioninis ir vietinis laikrastis
pirmiausia ir pasiZymi artumu savo skaitytojui.

Lietuvos spaudos statistikos duomenimis, 2009 metais Salyje buvo leidziami 297
pavadinimy laikra$¢iai. Be nacionaliniy dienrasc¢iy ir profesinés spaudos, didzioji jy dalis
— regiony ir vietine periodika. Nors 2009 metais Salyje iSleisty laikras¢iy metinis tirazas
smuko net penktadaliu lyginant su 2000 mety duomenimis, taciau vien tik vienkartinis
Siy spaudiniy tirazas sudare 2 611 000 egzemplioriy, o metinis bendras tirazas buvo 290
778 000 egzemplioriy. Pagal laikrasciy iSleidimo vietg daugiausia jy leidziama Vilniaus,
Kauno, Siauliy, Klaipédos ir PanevéZio apskrityse. Nepaisant to, kad per pirmajj XXI
amziaus deSimtmet] Lietuvoje leidziamy laikras¢iy skai¢ius sumazejo beveik 70, o 2010
metais uzfiksuota, kad 54,9 proc. Salies namy tkiy naudojasi interneto prieiga®,
spausdintas Zodis vietinio laikras¢io forma tebeliecka svarbi regiono gyventojy
informavimo ir komunikacijos priemoné.

Darbo objektas — Lietuvos regioninés ir vietinés periodikos redakcijy teisés ir
etikos paZeidimai 2000-2010 metais.

Darbo tikslas — nustatyti, kaip laikomasi teisés ir etikos normy Lietuvos regiony
ir vietos visuomenés informavimo priemonése ir kas tai lemia.

Darbo uzdaviniai:

1. Nustatyti, kas sudaro zurnalisto teising ir etin¢ atsakomybe;

2. ISanalizuoti profesinés etikos pazeidimy pobid] regioningje periodikoje
(2000-2010);

3. Nustatyti biidingiausius teisés pazeidimus regioninéje periodikoje (2000—

2010);

2! Lietuvos Respublikos visuomenés informavimo pakeitimo jstatymas. Valstybés Zinios. 2006, Nr. 82-3254.
2 Lietuvos Statistikos departamento duomeny baze. Prieiga per internetg:
http://dbl.stat.gov.It/statbank/default.asp?w=1280 [Zitiréta 2011-05-04]
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4. [Istirti, kaip vietinés periodikos redakcijy darbuotojai suvokia, kokie
veiksniai daro jtakg etikos ir teisés pazeidimy atsiradimui.

Tyrimo metodologija. Tyrimas pagristas ziniasklaidos socialinés atsakomybés
teorijja, o tyrimo dizainas projektuotas pagal pranciizy mokslininko C. J. Bertrando
atsakingos Ziniasklaidos sistemy modelj, kuris placiau pristatomas teorinéje dalyje.

Darbe naudoti mokslinio tyrimo metodai — login¢, lyginamoji ir kompleksiné
Saltiniy analiz¢, kritinis apraSomasis ir analitinis metodai, taip pat sociologiniai ir
sisteminial tyrimo metodai, turinio analiz¢, kiekybiné ir kokybiné¢ duomeny analize,
aprasomoji statistika, analitiné teismy praktikos apzvalga.

Darbo mokslinis naujumas, teorinis reik§mingumas, praktiné nauda.

Darbo naujumg sudaro regiony ir vietinés spaudos veiklos 20002010 metais
nagrin¢jimas teisiniu bei etiniu aspektais. Tai kol kas pirmas tokio pobiidzio tyrimas.
Darbo autoré, aptardama tyrimo konteksta, jvardija funkcinius ir norminius VIP
reguliavimo ir savitvarkos instituty aspektus; taip pat darbe pateikiama autorés atlikta
Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekso ir Visuomenés informavimo jstatymo
normy lyginamoji analizé, pirmg karta pateikiama savitvarkos institucijos — Lietuvos
zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos komisijos sprendimy, priimty del regioninés Ziniasklaidos
redakcijy veiklos, analitiné apzvalga bei regioninés periodikos teismy praktika,
suformuota per pirmgjj XXI amziaus deSimtmet]. Darbo teorinj bei praktin] naujuma taip
pat sudaro ir sociologin¢ apklausa, kurioje dalyvavo 120 regioniniy ir vietiniy laikrasciy
redakcijy darbuotojy. Apklausos aSin¢ linija vienija pagrindinius atsakingos
ziniasklaidos sistemos komponentus, kuriuos savo darbuose jvardija C. J. Bertrandas.
Sio tyrimo metu suformuluotos ir patikrintos hipotezés leidzia formuluoti
rekomendacinio pobiidzio i§vadas, kurios galéty pasitarnauti Salies Zurnalistams dirbti
taikant atsakingos Ziniasklaidos principus.

Ginamieji teiginiai:

1. Nors formaliai Lietuvoje egzistuoja pagrindinés atsakingos ziniasklaidos
sistemos elementai (Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodeksas ir Lietuvos zurnalisty
ir leidéjy etikos komisija), visuomenés informavimo priemoniy savireguliacijos™

mechanizmas veikia neefektyviai, nes profesinés etikos kodeksas yra pagristas ne etiniy

* Darbe sinonimiskai vartojamos savokos savireguliacija, savitvarka. Pirmoji jtvirtinta Visuomenés informavimo
istatyme, antroji — labiau vartojama zurnalisty bendruomenés kalboje.
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principy, o tam tikry jstatymy nuostatomis, Zurnalisto profesinés kompetencijos statusas
jstatymiSkai néra apibréztas.

2. Teisiniy ir etiniy pazeidimy pobiidis 1§ esmés labai panaSus ir daugiausia
susijes su Etikos kodekse jtvirtintomis teisés normomis, kurios perkeltos i§ jstatymy. Ir
nors tiriamuoju laikotarpiu teisinés normos kito, teisinio vertinimo pagal jstatymus
kriterijai yra kur kas nuoseklesni, negu etikos komisijos.

3. Lietuvos regioninés spaudos praktika patvirtina C. J. Bertrando teiginj, kad
verslas veikia zZurnalisty darbg. Verslo praktikai regiony Ziniasklaidos sektoriuje biidinga
tai, kad VIP savininkas gali kiStis j Zurnalisto kiirybing veiklg, versdamas Zzurnalistg
nusiZengti teisei ir etikai. Zurnalisty galimybes priesintis spaudimui riboja tai, kad uZ
turinj jie atsiskaito savininkui, silpnas Ziniasklaidos savireguliavimo mechanizmas ir
jsitikinimas, kad skaitytojams nesvarbi laikra§¢io medziagos autoryste.

4. Negalima tvirtinti, kad teisés pazeidimai Lietuvos regioniniuose laikrasciuose
buty susij¢ su politiniy ir finansiniy grupiy interesy atspindéjimu. Taciau tyrime
rySkéjantys vietos politiky ir Ziniasklaidos savininky rySiai (ir net sutapimas) rodo, kad
vietos politiky jtaka gali reikStis kaip Ziniasklaidos priemoniy savininky valia
(spaudimas).

5. Visuomenés informavimo priemonés vidaus elgesio taisyklés (etikos kodeksas)
galéty biiti jos savitvarkos instrumentu, padedanciu sutarti leidéjui ir Zurnalistui, taip pat
padidinty asmening Zurnalisto atsakomybg¢. Regioninés spaudos redakcijy darbuotojy
jsitikinimu, Ziniasklaidos priemoniy vidaus elgesio (etikos) taisyklés ir padidinty
asmenin¢ Zurnalisto atsakomybe, taciau kol kas né viena Lietuvos regioninio laikra$¢io
redakcija tokiy taisykliy neturi. Taigi, nors regiony Zzurnalistai sgmoningai suvokia
problema, jy savimoné ir profesionalumas dar nepakankami, kad jie galéty imtis
vieningy veiksmy.

Darbo struktira ir apimtis, turinys. Darba sudaro jvadas, trys skyriai su
poskyriais, iSvados, literatiiros ir Saltiniy saraSas. Darbe pateikiama 13 autorés sudaryty
lenteliy ir 10 paveiksly bei 12 darbo priedy. Pirmosios dvi darbo dalys skirtos tyrimo
teorinei prieigai ir tyrimo kontekstui, trecioji dalis - empiriniam tyrimui.

Pirmajame skyriuje naudojant literatiiros analizés, sintezés ir apibendrinimo
metodus, analizuojamos Ziniasklaidos sudétinés dalys, iSrySkinant atsakingos

ziniasklaidos sistemos modelj, kurj siiilo pranciizy mokslininkas C. J. Bertrandas (2000),
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taip pat atskleidZiamas teisés ir moralés santykis bei sgveika. VieSosios erdvés samprata,
suformuluota J. Habermaso, regima kaip socialinis ir komunikacinis laukas, kuriame
visiems suteikiama galimyb¢ iSsakyti savo argumentus vieSais klausimais (1989[1962]).
Tokiu biudu ir formuojama vieSoji nuomoné, galinti tapti demokratinés valstybés
politiniy sprendimy priémimo pagrindu. Taigi Ziniasklaida yra vienas svarbiausiy tos
sampratos elementy, veikiantis tiek socialiniu, tiek ir komunikaciniu aspektais. J.
Habermasas iSskiria dvi moderniosios vieSosios erdvés plétojimo tendencijas. Pirmosios
atstovai ziniasklaida suvokia kaip tarpinink¢ ir demokratijos puoselétoja, laiko centrine
vieSosios nuomonés puosel¢jimo aSimi. Antrosios tendencijos Salininkai, pasak J.
Habermaso, nors ir pripazjsta ziniasklaidos reik§me vieSosios nuomonés formavimui, vis
delto ja traktuoja kaip veikiamg rinkos ekonomikos, todé¢l veikiamg tam tikry grupiy ir
tampanciag grumtyniy lauku, siekiant politiniy naujieny kontrolés (Habermas,
(1989[1962]). D. McQuailas teigia, kad Ziniasklaida turéty biiti suvokiama ne kaip
institucija, daranti poveikj kultirai, o kaip esminis socialiniy vertybiy ir reikSmiy
nustatytojas ir rodiklis (1994). Todé¢l tai sietina su tuo, kad Ziniasklaida visuomenés
gyvenime gali biiti vienu i§ pagrindiniy socialiniy normy, taisykliy, elgesio modeliy
Saltiniy. Amerikos Zurnalistikos teoretikai, i1SrySkindami pagrindinj Zurnalistikos tikslg —
pareiga suteikti pilieCiams informacijg, biiting laisvei ir savivaldai plétoti, taip pat
pabrézia, kad Zurnalistika visy pirma yra jsipareigojimas tiesai (Kovach, Rosenstiel,
2001). Atkreiptinas démesys ] vartojamus terminus — Ziniasklaida ir Zurnalistika.
LietuviS8koje terminijoje jau jsitvirtino tradicinés $iy dviejy savoky apibréztys.
Zurnalistikg ir Ziniasklaida jungia veikla, susijusi su informacijos atranka ir jos sklaida.
Taciau, jei zurnalistika jvardijama kaip profesiné veikla, pagrista visuomeniSkai svarbios
informacijos rinkimu, tyrimu, apdorojimu ir periodiniu platinimu, tai Ziniasklaida
suprantama gerokai placiau. Tai yra organizuotas informacijos skleidimas, kurj atlieka
vieSosios informacijos rengg¢jai ir visuomenés informavimo priemoniy sistema. Taip pat
lietuviy autoriai nurodo, kad Zurnalistika laikomos ir spaudoje paskelbtos publikacijos,
perduotos radijo ir televizijos laidos (Zurnalistikos enciklopedija, 1997). Taigi Siame
darbe kalbédami apie konkreCius zZurnalistinés veiklos rezultatus — publikacijas
vartojame zurnalistikos terming, o Ziniasklaidos terminas apima visuomenes
informavimo priemones, kai jy veiklg analizuojame organizacijos, savarankiSko ikio

subjekto aspektais. Ziniasklaidos atsakingumo koncepcijos esmé — paiy Zurnalisty
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pastangos kontroliuoti Ziniasklaidos kokybe. Siame procese, C. J. Bertrando teigimu,
neturi biti jokio valstybés prievartinio kiSimosi. Pagrindinis svertas tokioje sistemoje
turéty biiti paciy Ziniasklaidos priemoniy ir jy darbuotojy moralinis spaudimas,
]sipareigojimas elgtis etiSkai (Bertrand, 2003:3). Tai pirmasis Ziniasklaidos kokybés
garantas. Miisy Salies atveju, tai turéty biiti efektyviai veikianti visuomenés informavimo
priemoniy savitvarka, kurig salyginai galima biity pavadinti atsakingos Zziniasklaidos
sistema (AZS). C. J. Bertrandas, nagrinédamas jvairiy $aliy Zurnalisty etikos kodeksus,
retorikai klausia, kas gi juos raso, kad sava valia jy nesilaikoma. Sios jzvalgos labai
aktualios analizuojant Lietuvos regioninés periodikos ir jos darbuotojy situacijg 2000—
2010 metais. Teis¢ ir moralé yra pagrindiniai visuomeniniy santykiy reguliatoriai. Teisés
ir moralés normos yra socialinés normos, todé¢l turi daug bendry bruozy. Pirmiausia
teis€s ir moralés normos sutampa pagal veikimo objekta. Abidvi apima visg visuomeng,
jos grupes bei sluoksnius, besiremian€ius vienomis ar kitomis moralés ir teiseés
nuostatomis. Jvairios visuomenés grupés gali vadovautis jvairiomis moralés nuostatomis
ir jvairiomis teisinémis id¢jomis. Teisés ir moralés normos iSreiSkia Zmoniy interesus,
poreik] juos apsaugoti nuo individy agresyviy tarpusavio santykiy. Taciau tarp teisés ir
moralés normy egzistuoja ir principiniai skirtumai. Teisés normos pasireiSkia valstybés
prievarta, o0 moralés normos — visuomenés nuomone, Zzmoniy savimone ir jy vidiniais
jsitikinimais. Moralés normos daro jtaka didesnei visuomeniniy santykiy sferai, nei
teis€s normos. Teisés ir moralés normy skirtumas pasireiskia ir tuo, kad teisés normos
iSreiSkia tik socialiai aktyvios visuomenés interesus, o moralés normos — Visos
visuomenes interesus. Tod¢l Sias nuostatas galima taikyti ir Ziniasklaidos kaip socialinio
reiSkinio analizavimui.

Antrajame skyriuje, jvertinus Salies nacionalinius Ziniasklaidos veikimo lauko
ypatumus, parodomas tyrimo kontekstas. Pristatoma teisiné baze, reglamentuojanti Salies
visuomeneés informavimo priemoniy veiklg, analizuojamos Ziniasklaidos reguliavimo ir
savitvarkos institucijy kompetencijos funkciniais ir normy aspektais. Naturalu, jog XX—
XXI amziy sankirtoje tyrinétojy démesys pakrypo profesiniy etikos kodeksy
igyvendinimo link. Kone pagrindiné prielaida realiai jgyvendinti kodeksus, tyréjy
nuomone, yra bitinybé, kad Sis dokumentas nei profesinei grupei, nei organizacijai
nebiity ,,nuleistas® 1§ virSaus (Lusting, 2004:125-140). Taip pat manoma, jog tokio

pobiidZzio dokumentas neturi atlikti inkvizitoriaus funkcijy, o kiekvienam tam tikros
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profesijos atstovui turéty biiti patariamuoju vadovu, profesinés etikos prasme norint
priimti teisingg sprendima.Visuose kodeksuose kalbama apie vertybes (sgzZininguma,
garbingumag etc.), taisykles arba principus, kuriy dera paisyti (vengti interesy konflikto ar
jo 1vaizdzio susidarymo), taip pat siektinus idealus (tarnauti visuomenés — vieSajam
interesui etc.). Kodeksuose démesys skiriamas ne tik profesinei, bet ir universaliajai,
visuotinai priimtinai etikai. Individo asmeniné moralé ragina vadovautis auk$¢iausiais
teisingumo, s3Ziningumo, padorumo, neSaliSkumo standartais, kurie bendriausia forma
yra iSdéstyti Dekaloge. Profesiniuose kodeksuose elgesys pirmiausia vertinamas
profesiniu aspektu. Biitent profesinés vertybés reikalauja tarnauti humanistiniams
interesams, siekti profesinio tobulumo. Kai kuriy profesijy, organizacijy nariams privalu
laikytis valstybéje priimty, jstatymais jtvirtinty tam tikry reglamenty, normy ar
draudimy. Taikant atsakingos Ziniasklaidos sistemos model;, tokiu principu pagrjstas
etikos kodeksas turéty garantuoti Ziniasklaidos savitvarkos veikimg, nes paciy
ziniasklaidos dalyviy — Ziniasklaidos darbuotojy prisiimti moraliniai — vidiniai
Isipareigojimai tapty Ziniasklaidos kokybés patikros kriterijumi. Naudojant lyginamajj ir
kompleksinj Saltiniy bei turinio analizés metodus, pristatomi profesiniy etikos kodeksy
tikslai, forma ir turinys, aptariamas Lietuvos Zzurnalisty ir leid¢jy etikos kodeksas
(Kodeksas) analogiSky dokumenty kontekste, iSrySkinamos pagrindinés Kodekso
struktiirinés dalys, nuostatos ir jy taikymo ypatybés. Be to, Siame skyriuje pateikiami
Kodekso ir Visuomenés informavimo jstatymo lyginamosios analizés rezultatai.
TrecCiasis darbo skyrius — empirinis tyrimas, kur] sudaro i§ esmeés trys susieti
tyrimai. Kadangi Lietuvoje ziniasklaidos veikla ir profesiné etika reglamentuota teisés
akty, prie$ atliekant tyrimg reikéjo iSsamiau aptarti tyrimo konteksta, atlikti papildoma
dokumenty analize. Tai leido nustatyti, kas sudaro Zzurnalisto teising bei eting
atsakomybe. Sis jdirbis buvo reikalingas tyrimo aiSkumui bei siekiant jo pagristo
patikimumo. Tyrimo projekcijg lémé tiriamosios problemos platumas. Teisés ir etikos
normy santykio raiSkg atsakingos Ziniasklaidos sistemoje nuspresta analizuoti
vadovaujantis C. J. Bertrando modeliu, méginant aprépti visas sudétines ziniasklaidos
dalis. Todel tyrimas projektuotas, jvertinus Ziniasklaidos funkcijas, Ziniasklaidos
dalyvius bei rinka, teis¢ ir etikg. Méginant nustatyti, kaip Lietuvos regiony ir vietos

visuomenés informavimo priemonése laikomasi teisés ir etikos normy, taip pat ir
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priezastis, kas labiausiai tai lemia, buvo pasirinktas trijy pakopy tyrimas, kuriuo galima
biity i§samiau i$nagrinéti tiriamgja problema.

Pirmojoje tyrimo dalyje nagrin¢jami Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekso
paZzeidimai regioningje ir vietingje periodikoje. Naudojant kiekybinés ir kokybineés
turinio analizés metodus tiriami Lietuvos Zzurnalisty ir leid¢jy etikos komisijos
sprendimai, priimti dél regioninés ir vietinés spaudos 2000-2010 metais. Sioje tyrimo
dalyje analizuojamas regioninés periodikos redakcijy etikos pazeidimy, nustatyty
zurnalistin¢je veikloje, pobiidis.

Antrasis tyrimo blokas — tai regiony teismy praktikos apzvalga, kurioje
analizuojamos praktinés problemos, nagrin¢jamu laikotarpiu iSkilusios visuomenés
informavimo priemoniy redakcijoms ir Zurnalistiniy kiiriniy autoriams. Naudojant
dokumenty turinio analizés metodg nustatyti biidingiausi teisés pazeidimai, del kuriy kilo
teisminiai gin¢ai publikavus Zurnalistinius kiirinius regioninéje spaudoje.

Tre€iojoje empirinio tyrimo dalyje, naudojant kiekybin¢ ir kokybing duomeny
analizg, pateikiami sociologinés regiony redakcijy darbuotojy — redaktoriy ir Zurnalisty
apklausos rezultatai, tikrinamos hipotezés. Apklausos tikslas — nustatyti, kokioje
konkurencing¢je ir darbo aplinkoje veikia tiriamos Ziniasklaidos priemonés ir jy
darbuotojai. Taip pat labai svarbu istirti, kaip vietinés Ziniasklaidos darbuotojai suvokia
veiksnius, darancius jtakg etikos ir teisés pazeidimy atsiradimui regioningje periodikoje,
vertina Ziniasklaidos savitvarka.

Anketos principinés nuostatos atitinka C. J. Bertrando pasiiilyto atsakingos
ziniasklaidos sistemos modelio orientyrus. Anketa, skirta regioninés (vietings)
visuomenés informavimo priemoniy vadovams®*, redaktoriams, Zurnalistams, sudaro 6
dalys, 1§ viso 82 klausimai, i§ kuriy 21 — atvirasis. Atvirieji klausimai buvo pateikiami
siekiant konkretizuoti atsakymo }j uZzdargj] klausimg esme, atskleisti budingas detales,
aiSkinantis tam tikro reiSkinio aplinkybes. Svarbiausi klausymyno blokai yra s3Zininga
konkurencija, redakcijy nepriklausomumas, VIP santykiai su vietos valdZia, teisés
klausimai, savireguliavimo ir profesinés etikos klausimai.

Apklausos duomenys buvo apdoroti taikant aprasomosios statistikos metodus,

statistinés programos jrangos paketa SPSS 13.0, Excel skaiCiuokle. Apjungus visas

** Kai kuriy redakcijy vyriausieji redaktoriai yra ir §iy visuomenés informavimo priemoniy administracijos vadovai.
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tyrimo tris dalis galima daryti bendras iSvadas — pirma, nustatant kaip laikomasi teisés ir

etikos normy Salies regiony periodikoje; antra — kas per 2000-2010 mety laikotarpj

gal¢jo lemti teisés ir etikos pazeidimus tiriamoje Ziniasklaidoje.

ISvados. ISanalizavus Lietuvos regioninés bei vietinés periodikos teisés ir etikos

problemas 2000-2010 metais, pagrindines jy atsiradimo priezastis, taip pat jvertinus

regiony redakcijy darbuotojy apklausos rezultatus, taikant C. J. Bertrando atsakingos

ziniasklaidos sistemos modelj, paaiSkéjo, kad esant nustatyty aplinkybiy visumai, §iuo

metu regioninés ziniasklaidos sektoriuje neveikia atsakingos Zziniasklaidos sistemos

principai.

l.

Tyrimo kontekstas ir dokumenty analizés rezultatai rodo, kad
zurnalisto profesing veikla reglamentuojanciuose dokumentuose
konkreciai néra apibréztas zurnalisto profesionalumas, jo profesiné
kompetencija iSsilavinimo aspektu. Tai sudaro prielaidas teisés bei
etikos pazeidimams visuomenés informavimo srityje.

Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leid¢jy etikos kodeksas, reglamentuojantis
zurnalisty ir leidejy profesing etikg visuomenés informavimo srityje,
tik 1§ dalies atitinka bendruosius profesiniy etikos kodeksy turinio ir
formos principus, savo prigimtimi yra prieStaringas, nes skirtas
dviems 1§ esmés skirtingoms profesinéms grupéms. Jame neiSreiksti
universalios etikos postulatai, o naudojamos teisés normos ir
atkartojamos Visuomenés informavimo, Nepilnameciy apsaugos nuo
neigiamo vieSosios informacijos poveikio, Asmens duomeny teisinés
apsaugos, Autoriy teisiy ir gretutiniy teisiy apsaugos jstatymy normos.
Tai prieStarauja teisés ir moralés sgveikos principams.

[Sanalizavus Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leid¢jy etikos komisijos
sprendimus, priimtus dé¢l regioninés Ziniasklaidos redakcijy veiklos,
nustatyta, kad budingiausi Kodekso pazeidimai pagal turinj yra Zinios
ir nuomonés neatskyrimas; nuomoniy jvairovés ignoravimas;
nekritiSkas Saltiniy vertinimas; informacijos rinkimas neteisétais ir
neetiSkais  biidais; atsakymo teisés nepaisymas; nepagristy,

nepatikrinty fakty ir nepagristy kaltinimy skelbimas; Ziniy apie
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9.1.

9.2.

Seiminius konfliktus skelbimas; asmeniniy Ziniasklaidos priemoniy ir
Ju darbuotojy santykiy suvedinéjimas.
Pagal pobiid] daZniausius Etikos kodekso paZeidimus regioningje
spaudoje galima bty suskirstyti ; dvi grupes: tyCiniai (asmens teisiy
pazeidimas (privatumas, garb¢ ir orumas arba reputacija) ir Zurnalisto
profesionalumo stoka.
Empirinio tyrimo duomenimis, per 2000-2010 mety laikotarpj
Lietuvos AukS¢iausiasis Teismas nagrin€jo 45 kasacinius skundus dél
asmens pazeisty teisiy regioningje periodin¢je spaudoje. Labiausiai
regioningje spaudoje pazeidZiamos S§ios pagrindinés Zmogaus
vertybés: garbé ir orumas; privataus gyvenimo apsauga; teis¢ 1
atvaizda.
Kompleksinis tyrimas rodo, kad spresdamos teisminius gincus dél
asmens pazeisty teisiy regioninés periodikos redakcijos neiSnaudoja
mediacijos galimybés (t. y. netatkomas Saliy ikiteisminis
susitaikymas).
[Sanalizavus, kaip vietinés periodikos redakcijy darbuotojai suvokia,
kokie veiksniai daro jtaka etikos ir teisés pazeidimy atsiradimui,
nustatyta, kad regionuose dirbantys Zurnalistai nesijaucia esa
profesinés bendruomenés nariai, kuriuos vienyty profesiniy reikaly ir
problemy sprendimas. Si aplinkybé¢ taip pat trukdo jdiegti veiksminga
atsakingos Ziniasklaidos sistema.
Tyrime dalyvave redakcijy darbuotojai regiony VIP konkurencingumo
pagrindiniu trukdZiu jvardijo kvalifikuoty Zurnalisty trilkuma.
Taip pat nustatyta nemazai smulkesniy veiksniy, lemianciy teis€s ir
ettkos normas pazeidzianciy publikacijy atsiradimg regioningje
ziniasklaidoje:
Trecdalis respondenty neteikia svarbos skelbiamos informacijos
ir Saltinio patikimumui, o tai rodo Zemg profesionaluma;
Regionuose jmanoma situacija, jog leidinio savininkas galéty

priversti  Zurnalista, rengiant] publikacijas, nusiZengti
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Visuomenés informavimo jstatymui ar Zurnalisty ir leidéjy
etikos kodeksui;

9.3. Regionuose  dirbantys spaudos darbuotojai  nepasitiki
ziniasklaidos savireguliavimo instituty galia apginti Zurnalisto
kiirybing nepriklausomybe bei saviraiSkos teis¢ nuo VIP
savininko diktato;

9.4. Teisés ir etikos pazeidimai regiony spaudoje yra susij¢ su tuo,
kad regiony ir vietos Ziniasklaidos priemonés neturi vidaus
etikos taisykliy.

10. Tikrinant hipotezes nustatyta, kad publikacijy, galin¢iy sukelti teisinius
gin€us, buvimas regioninéje bei vietin¢je spaudoje yra tiesiogiai susije¢s
su:

* nepakankamu Salyje veikian¢iu visuomenés informavimo priemoniy
savireguliavimo mechanizmu;

= faktu, kad uzZ publikacijy turinj Zurnalistas turi atsakyti visuomenés
informavimo priemongés savininkui;

» regioningés periodikos darbuotojy nuomone, kad skaitytojui néra

svarbi Zurnalisto pavard¢, renkantis kg skaityti.
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Tyrimo rezultatai pristatyti

A. mokslinése konferencijose:

1. PraneSimas , Regiono spaudos darbuotojo atsakomybé teisiniu ir etiniu
aspektais “.Nacionaliné moksliné konferencija ,,Sociali ir asociali Zurnalistikos dimensija
Siuolaikinéje masin¢je komunikacijoje®, skirta Zurnalisto Juozo Prunskio 100-osioms
gimimo metinéms. Vilniaus universitetas ir Vytauto DidZiojo universitetas, 2007 mety
gruodzio 7 d.

2. PraneSimas  , Profesiné etika:  sampratos  suvokimo ir  pajautos
problema“ Tarptautiné moksliné konferencija ,,Zurnalisto ir Zurnalistikos situacija
Stuolaikinés Ziniasklaidos sistemoje*, Vilniaus universitetas, 2009 m. lapkricio 5 d.

3. Prane§imas ,,Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekso taikymo ypatumai“. Nacionaliné
testiné socialinly moksly doktoranty ir jaunyjy mokslininky konferencija

,»larpdisciplininis diskursas socialiniuose moksluose — 3“. Kauno technologijos
universitetas, 2011 m. spalio 21 d.
4. PraneSimas ,Spaudos Zanry klasifikavimo problemos“. Moksliné — praktiné

konferencija ,Ziniasklaida ir Zurnalistika tradicingje ir tinklaveikos visuomenése. Kaitos
aspektas®. Vilniaus universitetas, 2011 m. lapkricio 23 d.

5. PraneSimas ,,Ziniasklaidos reguliavimo ir savitvarkos institucinis mechanizmas:
esatis ir perspektyvos“. Moksliné konferencija ,,Informacijos ir komunikacijos teorijos ir
praktikos raiSkos*. Vilniaus universitetas, 2011 m. gruodZio 16 d.

B. pagrindiniai teiginiai pateikti mokslo publikacijose:

1. Spaudos identiteto problemos Prekiy 3enklo registre. Zurnalistikos tyrimai, 2008, Nr.
1, p. 41-52.

2. Teisés ir etikos normy taikymas Lietuvos Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekse.
Informacijos mokslai, 2009, t. 51, p. 103-124.

3. Regiony Zurnalistai apie savitvarkq ir profesine etikg. Zurnalistika 2009:
almanachas, 2010, p. 58-66.

4. Regiono VIP redakcija — nepriklausomybés indeksas. Zurnalistika 2010: almanachas,
2010, p. 41-46.

5. Zurnalisty ir leidéjy etikos kodekso taikymo ypatumai. Tarpdisciplininis diskursas
socialiniuose moksluose — 3: socialiniy moksly doktoranty ir jaunyjy mokslininky
konferencijos straipsniy rinkinys. Kaunas, 2011, p. 146-150.

The results of the reseach were presented in

A. scientific conferences:

1. Paper “Juridical and ethical aspects of responsibility of the regional press
Jjournalist“.

National scientific conference ‘“Social and asocial dimension of journalism in
contemporary mass communication® dedicated to the hudredth anniversary of journalist
Juozas Prunskis Vilnius University and Vytautas Magnus University, 2007, December 7.
2. Paper “Professional ethics: problem of perception of the concept and of its feeling“.
International conference “The situation of a journalist and journalism in the
contemporary media system* , Vilnius University, 2009 November 5.

3. Paper “Peculiarities of the application of Journalists and Publishers Ethics Code*.
National traditional conference of doctoral students and young scientists in Social
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sciences -3 “Interdisciplinary discourse in social sciences” Kaunas University of
Technology, 2011 October 21.

4. Paper “Problems of qualificatin of genres in press*. Scientific — practical conference
“Media and journalism in traditional and networked societies. Aspects of changes®.
Vilnius University, 2011, November 23

5. Paper “The insitutional mechanism of regulation and self-regulation: Current state
and perspectives“. Scientific conference “Expression of the information and
communiction theory and practice®. Vilnius University, 2011 December 16.

B. The main results of the thesis in scientific publications:

1. “Problems of the press identity in the registre of the trade marks”. In Zurnalistikos
tyrimai [Journalism Research], 2008, Nr. 1, p. 41-52.

2. “The application of the legal and ethical norms in the Code of Ethics of Lithuanian
Journalists and Publishers”. In Informacijos mokslai [Information Sciences], 2009, t.
51, p. 103-124.

3. “Regional journalists on self-regulation and professional ethics”. In Zurnalistika
[Journalistics] 2009: almanach, 2010, p. 58-66.

4. “Regional media editorial office as an index of independence”. In Zurnalistika
[Journalistics] 2010: almanac, 2010, p, 2010, p. 41-46.

5. “Peculiarities of the application of Journalists and Publishers Ethics Code*. In:
National traditional conference of doctoral students and young scientists in Social
sciences -37: , Interdisciplinary discourse in social sciences”. Kaunas, University of
Technology, 2011 October 21. Kaunas, 2011, p. 146-150.
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