SDGs Realization for the Renovation )
of Ukraine cneetr

Andriy Stavytskyy @ and Ganna Kharlamova

Abstract The chapter explores the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine and its
integration into the European and global economy. It emphasizes the need for
strategic planning to achieve peace and outlines steps for sustainable development
until 2030. The paper discusses the necessity of rapid reforms to modernize the
economy, prioritize clean and resource-efficient practices, and address environmen-
tal risks. Special attention is given to the management of post-war waste and the
adoption of new principles for resource processing. The importance of harmonizing
Ukrainian legislation with EU standards is highlighted, with a focus on reforms
necessary for EU accession. The paper outlines a roadmap for achieving Sustainable
Development Goals post-war. Key challenges include geopolitical shifts, the dura-
tion of the conflict, and the need for significant financial assistance. The chapter
concludes with the potential for Ukraine to become a regional economic centre in
case of SDG implementation with EU support and substantial financial aid for post-
war recovery and integration.

In this section, the issue of the post-war reconstruction of Ukraine, its integration
into the European and world economy, and an overview of the necessary steps that
should be taken immediately after achieving the desired outcome of the war will be
considered. It should be clearly understood that even the outcome of Ukrainian
troops to the borders in 1991 is not yet a guarantee of the end of the war, because the
aggressor country has long-term opportunities to support and incite a military
conflict. However, even such a situation will allow the EU and NATO to make
strategic decisions that will prevent further escalation. In such conditions, it will be
possible to talk about a long-term peaceful coexistence, within which Ukraine will
play a key role in the promotion of democratic values, the formation of a new circle
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of democratic countries in the Caucasus and in the future—on the remnants of the
aggressor country.

Accordingly, it is necessary to understand what exactly awaits Ukraine, and what
opportunities Ukraine itself and its partners can create. What should be the concept
of sustainable development and post-war renovation until 2030 in Ukraine? What
specific steps should Ukraine take for the fastest recovery after the war and what
financial resources are needed for this?

Ending the war with the aggressor country requires further rapid strategic
reforms, which will allow the modernisation of the Ukrainian economy, making it
clean, resource-efficient, competitive and separating economic growth from resource
consumption, protecting the health and well-being of citizens, reducing the impact of
environmental risks. The task becomes especially important in the conditions of the
post-war reconstruction of Ukraine, which as a result of the military operations has
accumulated a huge amount of waste, used parts of weapons, destroyed buildings,
etc. It is obvious that the restoration of the country requires the application of new
principles, including the processing of resources.

The future fate of Ukraine will be inextricably linked with the European Union.
As a result, the coming years will be used to harmonize EU and Ukrainian legisla-
tion, to resolve the main issues that precede joining this organization. First of all, it is
necessary to guarantee the implementation of reforms in areas in which Ukraine is
significantly behind the EU. This should be helped by the EUR 50 billion long-term
support plan for Ukraine," which is aimed at supporting macro-financial stability,
promoting recovery, as well as modernization of the country during the implemen-
tation of key reforms on the way to joining the EU. It will support the transition to a
green, digital and inclusive economy that will gradually move closer to EU rules and
standards, one of the most important of which is the achievement of the Sustainable
Development Goals. Through a preliminary analysis, a road map for achieving these
goals in Ukraine after the end of the war was developed (Table 1).

Summing up, it can be noted that Ukraine is conceptually facing a huge challenge
that needs to be overcome after the war. It has to become the main geopolitical player
in Eastern Europe. At the same time, Ukraine should provide a significant positive
impetus to this region, because it is expected to restore economic and political
control over about 20% of the territory, significant investments from the EU to
restore the economy after the war, which will cause an increase in imports from
neighbouring countries and the EU. The rate of growth of exports and imports from
Ukraine will increase significantly at least during the next 3—4 years after the war due
to the provision of various preferences and the demands of the reform of economic

! Ukraine: Commission proposes that set up a dedicated Facility to support Ukraine’s recovery,
reconstruction and modernization. URL: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/
ip_23_3355.
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relations. To strengthen economic growth, regulatory legislation should be modified
and liberalized, which together with security guarantees (by NATO or other players)
will lead to the emergence of a new European economic centre for the production,
logistics and storage of goods, and especially energy. This will require Ukraine to
change its policy from passive to proactive, becoming a full-fledged regional centre.

Key Take-Aways

1. After Ukraine’s victory in the war, geopolitics should change significantly.
Instead of total globalization, a period of regionalization is expected, in which
regional centres will play a key role. Due to the introduction of new technologies,
the replacement of Russia in the energy market, and digitalization, Ukraine has a
chance to become one of such centres in Eastern Europe. The result will depend
on the political will of the country’s leaders and the speed of liberal reforms.

2. As part of achieving the SDGs, a road map with specific goals and programs for
implementation has been developed for Ukraine. In part, these programs can be
financed by both Ukraine and the EU as part of pre-accession assistance, and
these programs can also be of an investment nature. The implementation of these
programs will allow Ukraine to make significant progress in achieving the SDGs
by 2030. However, a significant obstacle may be the prolongation of the war,
which will exhaust the population and kill the potential for reforms.

3. Assignificant level of financial assistance should be provided to Ukraine to restore
the economy. Such financing should include reparations from the aggressor
country and financial assistance from the EU and the USA. Private investment
in Ukraine is very important, which will stimulate the development and intro-
duction of new technologies, which means faster integration of citizens into the
European community.
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credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license and
indicate if changes were made.
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