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1. Introduction

Public trust in state security is important because it influences the overall security of the state,
which is primarily ensured not by the ability to neutralize external threats, but by the absence of
internal ones. War is only one of the “constraints on security”, alongside social inequality, poor
education, and political oppression. According to K. K. Booth, in a globalized world, most people
have to fear their own government more (tyranny of the government, its incompetence, etc.) rather
than the military of a neighboring country®. Trust in state institutions gives citizens a feeling of
relaxation: "Belief in the integrity of state institutions, their commitment to the well-being of all
citizens, and their efficiency allows people to live peacefully, focusing on their work rather than
monitoring the institutions"?. Through trust, citizens delegate specific people to government
institutions that ensure a trusting social order®. It is clear that a low level of public trust in the
government correlates with a greater spread and impact of disinformation, higher probability of
manipulation by hostile forces or higher frustration with the whole democracy process. Because of
low level of public in the government the country itself may face threats from within, such as the
reluctance to increase the security budget, resulting in a lack of trust in one's own government, making
the public more exposed to security threats. Thus, the main threat of such attacks is not cataclysmic
physical destruction, but more insidious, long-term, psychological and social damage - in L.
Maschmeyer's words, "by eroding public trust™.

Public trust in government might be viewed as a relative and difficult factor to assess, but at
the same time it is an important factor for ensuring public management and a successful democratic
assembly. Public trust is described as “the confidence of citizens and businesses in the actions of
government to do what is right and perceived as fair”®. Trust is linked to individual expectations and
ideas. Political trust is individualized, that is dependent on relationships with one's selected group and
actors, that are frequently linked to a specific purpose and situation. The effectiveness of political
trust is the responsiveness of specific officials in power to their voters and citizens (accountability),
reflecting the assessments of legal entities, the ability to respond to the needs and demands of citizens,

to effectively manage social, economic and political uncertainty and expectations. Overall, it is

1 Ken Booth, “Drjsk nezinoti: tarptautiniy santykiy teorija prie$ ateitj” in Tarptautiniy santykiy teorija $iandien, eds.
Ken Booth and Steve Smith (Algarvé, 2000): 329, 314-337.

2 Evaldas Visockas, “Pasitikéjimas teisésaugos institucijomis Lietuvoje” Teisés problemos 92, No. 2, (2016): 90, 88-
116.

% lbid

4 Lennart Maschmeyer, “A new and better quiet option? Strategies of subversion and cyber conflict” Journal of
Strategic Studies 46 No. 3, (2023): 572, 570-594.

5 Lisa Schmidthuber, Alex Ingrams, Dennis Hilgers. “Government Openness and Public Trust: The Mediating Role of
Democratic Capacity” Public Administration Review 81 No. 1, (2020): 92, 91-109



defined as “government performance minus expectations”®. Political trust is based on the
“spontaneous order implied by organic connection between morality and law’’. Given the nature of
political trust as described above, it is an essential factor of efficiently functioning society, assuring
its quality of life, maintaining and developing it. The problem is that public trust can change
depending on the dynamics of the population's demographic, social indicators and economic
situation®, and there are no objective indicators to assess trust®. Nevertheless, public trust is one of

the main indicators for how efficient the democratic system is functioning.

Academic research on public trust in security related state institutions can be complicated
because of how unequally public trust can be researched and assessed, and how different indicators
of measurement can be chosen. While declining trust in governments and in the so-called traditional
right-wing and left-wing political parties, that have been in power since the end of the Second World
War, is a phenomenon recorded across Europe, that begins and is associated with Western countries
economic globalization and neoliberal financial policy in the 1980s°, public trust in government
institutions in the same countries is interpreted differently from a scientific point of view. In a certain
sense, lower public trust in government institutions can be associated with the specifics of the
democratic system and freedom of speech, where, unlike in authoritarian regime countries, where
lower indicators are recorded®!. In the studies of democratic systems, attention is drawn to the
constantly and consistently decreasing public trust in political leaders and parties, in whose sphere of
influence directly or indirectly are formed institutional organizations, their capacity, operational
efficiency. “Data show increasing disparities in economic, social and political outcomes, as well as
persistent feelings that elites have captured democratic processes”'?. According to “Edelman Trust
Barometer 2024 research shows that trust index in developed countries is 49 percent®. The
government is distrusted in 17 out of 28 countries, with an overall trust in government at 51%, the
majority of countries with low trust in government are democratic and part of the OECD, whereas

6 Saki Kumagai, Federica lorio “Building Trust in Government through Citizen Engagement”. World Bank Group
(2020):4, 1-45.

" Toma Butavic¢itté, Ruibyté Laima “Pilie¢iy pasitikéjimo policija veiksniai ir jy analizé” Public Security and Public
Order 15, (2015): 39, 38-49.

8 John E. Anderson “Trust in Government and the Willingness to Pay Taxes in Transition Countries” (USA:
Department of Economics; Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 2015):1, 1-26.

® Milda Burnyté “Pasitikéjimas politinémis ir teisésaugos institucijomis Lietuvoje” Teisés problemos 82, No. 4, (2013):
97, 97-112.

10 Geoffrey Hosking “The Decline of Trust in Government”. In Trust in Contemporary Society 82, ed. Mehdi P.
Amineh (Leiden Boston 2019): 78, 77-103.

11 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs and Jonathan Perry “Trust in public institutions: Trends
and implications for economic security” Policy Brief 108, (2021): 2, 1-4.

2 Monica Brezzi et al., “An updated OECD framework on drivers of trust in public institutions to meet current and
future challenges” OECD Working Papers on Public Governance 48, (2021): 9, 2-60.

13 Edelman trust institute “2024 Edelman Trust Barometer” (2024): 6, 1-88.



countries with the highest trust levels include Saudi Arabia, China, and the UAE!*. Only 42% of
participants’ trust their leaders in the government to do what is right®>. Some authors believe that the
differences in the results of research on public trust in institutions are determined by the unequal
experience of the democratic structure and the different history of the development of European

states?®.

The researchers are interested in the various correlations between the causes and
consequences of trust, making it more challenging to present a systematic view on various
components of political trust and the perspectives on their changes. For example, the US public's trust
in state institutions, bearing in mind its multifaceted structure, is studied by looking deeper into the
differences in demographic indicators!’, while at the European level, trust in state institutions is
assessed mostly by quantitative indicators, as in the case of Eurobarometer measurements'®, or by
examining short term circumstances®® (with the exception of a few isolated studies, such as T.F.
Tanny?°, who provides a detailed analysis of various components of public policy implementation
that promote positive change in political trust). Regardless of the methods chosen to study such trust
or the specific issues of interest, discussions about the public's willingness and desire to contribute
more financially to enhancing state security through tax measures are closely linked to trust in state
institutions?! in this research case: Presidency, Seimas, Ministry of the Interior, Ministry of National
Defense, and the Lithuanian military. A direct connection can be seen between the growing trust of

citizens in state institutions and the desire to pay higher taxes and better comply with legal acts?2.
1.1. Public Trust and the need to increase National Security

People willingness and determination to contribute more towards increased state security tax
IS even more important in the current geopolitical situation (the war in Ukraine, increasing escalation

in Israel and middle east, The recent US presidential elections and the need to increase defense funds

14 1bid 42.

15 1bid 52.

16 William Mishler, Richard Rose “Trust, Distrust and Skepticism: Popular Evaluations of Civil and Political
Institutions in Post-Communist Societies” The Journal of Politics 59, No. 2, (1997): 418, 418-451.

17 paul Hitlin, Nadzeya Shutava “Trust in Government: a close look at public perceptions of the federal government and
its employees” (USA: Friedman Consulting LLC, 2022): 11, 1-30.

18 European Commission “Public opinion in the European Union” Standard Eurobarometer 95, (2021): 1-48.

19 Anna Adamecz-Volgyi, Agnes Szab6-Morvai “Confidence in public institutions is critical in containing the COVID-
19 pandemic” GLO Discussion Paper 861, (2021): 1-52.

20 Tahmina Ferdous Tanny, Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Hossienie “Trust in Government: Factors Affecting Public Trust
and Distrust”, Jahangirnagar Journal of Administrative Studies 12, (2019): 49-63.

21 John E. Anderson “Trust in Government and the Willingness to Pay Taxes in Transition Countries” (USA: Department
of Economics; Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, 2015): 1-26.

22 Frank J. Elgar, Anna Stefaniak, Michael J.A. Wohl “The trouble with trust: Time-series analysis of social capital,
income inequality, and COVID-19 deaths in 84 countries™, Social Science and Medicine 263, (2020): 2, 1-6.



for the Baltic countries). Because of these security risks, there is a need to increase the security budget
faster than planned, including increasing the efficiency of taxes and their collection, to prevent the
negative impact of external aggression. In order to counter armed aggression, the armed forces must
be equipped with modern weapons and military equipment, which must be updated, modernized and
utilized in a timely manner. This is called a "shield and swords" or defense and deterrence, which
helps to highlight and strengthen the advantages of democratic countries over the structures of
authoritarian regimes?, furthermore, it is more transparent with how the budget is being spent and
usually has strong alliances or partnerships. Various document analysis and war simulations reveals
that defense funding in the European Union and especially in the Baltic countries needs to be

increased more rapidly?,

Although the report from the State Security Department of the Republic of Lithuania
announces that Russia is preparing for a long-term confrontation in the Baltic Sea region, likely over
the next 6-10 years?®, the process of increasing the state budget for security measures at the European
Union level is moving slowly. Article 3 of the NATO treaty, signed in Washington in 1949, obliges
member to pursue the objectives of the treaty as effectively as possible. This primarily means taking
responsibility for their own security. Article 3 states that each member country "in order more
effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and jointly, by means of
continuous and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and develop their individual and
collective capacity to resist armed attack"?®. Furthermore Article 5127 of the United Nations Charter
provides justification for such a treaty arrangement. The NATO 2 percent target mandates that
member countries allocate at least 2 percent of their GDP to defense. NATO members first agreed on
this 2 percent goal in 2006, and it was officially renewed in 2014 and again in 2023% to ensure
adequate contributions toward maintaining the alliance's military readiness. This year, 2024, Europe's
NATO members are expected to exceed their 2 percent combined GDP target, but defense spending

23 QOles Koval, Alim Syzov, Vadym Pakholchuk, “Military-Economic Capabilities of Ukraine During the
Transformation ”, Connections: The Quarterly Journal 4, (2022): 70, 67-85.

24 “Lietuvos gynybinés galios tyrimas” filmed October 18, 2024, 00:00 — 24:45, published “Lietuvos Centro Forumas”
October 18, 2024. https://www.versloforumas.org/lggtstonoudiveantilds674 matcutious1496hoddlendipolinestigns/

% State security department of the republic of Lithuania, Second Investigation Department under MND “Grésmiy
nacionaliniam saugumui vertinimas ”, (Lithuania, 2024): 9, 1-49.

% North Atlantic treaty organization “North Atlantic Treaty”, article 3, April 4, 1949. Nato.int, accessed October 25,
2024, https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/official_texts 17120.htm?selectedLocale=It

27 United Nations “Jungtiniy Tauty chartija” Valstybés Zinios, Nr. 15-557, article 51, (2002-02) https://e-
seimas.Irs.It/portal/legal Act/It/ TAD/TAIS.160266?jfwid=pd6eq7mgf

28 Justin Bronk, “Europe Must Urgently Prepare to Deter Russia Without Large-Scale US Support”, Rusi.org, accessed
October 25, 2024, https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/europe-must-urgently-prepare-
deter-russia-without-large-scale-us-support
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https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/europe-must-urgently-prepare-deter-russia-without-large-scale-us-support
https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-research/publications/commentary/europe-must-urgently-prepare-deter-russia-without-large-scale-us-support

has only increased on NATO's eastern flank since Russia's invasion of Ukraine?®. Some argue that 2
percent of GDP for defense might not be adequate for Europe's security needs. During the Cold War,
Western Europe greatly increased its spending on defense against Soviet threats, with European
defense spending exceeding 3% of GDP*°. Furthermore, because of Russia’s new economy's
restructuring, Russia's military spending increased to approximately 6% in 2024-2025%!. An obvious
example is Ukraine, which considers the defense function to be the main one and allocates the largest
part of the budget funds to its implementation, but, as shown by the confrontation with Russia that
began in February 2022 and continues for three years, even this may not be enough to maintain
territorial integrity. A clear example is Ukraine, which even before the war, prioritized its defense. 32
However, the ongoing conflict with Russia since February 2022 shows that this may not be sufficient

for maintaining territorial integrity.

The "Strengthening and Development of the National Defense System Program™3 approved
by the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania foresees that from the year 2025, 2.38 billion Eur. will be
allocated to the appropriations of the Ministry of National Defense. Furthermore, it is planned to
increase funding every year and in 2030 to reach 2.84 billion Eur. Taxes will be collected through
profit tax, excise duties, and solidarity contribution®. It is proposed to form these contributions using
a mixed model - borrowing and applying additional tax measures®. A study that analyzes the
components and factors that determine changes in public trust in government institutions can reveal
ways and means that could be used to encourage the public to contribute more to the increase of the
state security budget and to more favorably evaluate political initiatives that promote this, which must

be fast and urgent.

29 North Atlantic treaty organization, “Defence Expenditure of NATO Countries (2014-2024)”, June 17, 2024, Nato.int,
accessed October 22, 2024. https://www.nato.int/cps/ge/natohg/news 226465.htm

% Florian Dorn “Defence Spending for Europe’s Security — How Much Is Enough?” Intereconomics 59, No. 4,
(2024):204, 204-209.

31 Darya Korsunskaya and Gleb Bryanski, “Russia hikes 2025 defence spending by 25% to a new post-Soviet high”,
reuters, September 30, 2024, accessed October 22, 2024, https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/russia-hikes-national-
defence-spending-by-23-2025-2024-09-30/

32 Natalia Prots, Maksym Kravchuk “State budget Expenditure on National Defense: Problems and Prospects” World of
finance 69, No. 4, (2021): 77-87.

33 Resolution of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania, "On the approval of the national defense system strengthening
and development program”, Nr. X1V-2505, Vilnius, 2024, accessed October 9, 2024.

https://e-seimas.Irs.It/portal/legal Act/It/TAD/e3acb430e78f11ee9fdedfc9I79ae62a9

34 Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania, " Vyriausybéje pritarta Gynybos fondo pasiiilymams"”, Lrv.lt,
accessed October 18, 2024. https://finmin.Irv.It/It/naujienos/vyriausybeje-pritarta-gynybos-fondo-pasiulymams/

% Bank of Lithuania, "Dél galimy sprendimy papildomos gynybos islaidoms finansuoti”, LB.It, accessed October 18,
2024 https://www.1b.lt/uploads/documents/files/2024-

04%20L B%20galimi%?20sprendimai%20finansuoti%20papildomas%20islaidas%20gynybai_final_po%20red.pdf
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1.2. Research Gap and Research Problem

An overview of the theoretical field allows to formulate the research question of this thesis: to
what extent and with what motivation people are willing to pay higher defense taxes as a precaution,
despite their low and decreasing trust in security-related institutions? The research thesis intends to
identify and explore the individual patterns of how public trust in security related institutions links
with their willingness to pay higher taxes in order to contribute to the increase of the state security
budget. The goal of the research thesis: To present the patterns, how individuals associate their trust

in institutions and willingness to pay higher taxes.
The research tasks of the research:

To define the concept, significance, and dynamics of public trust in state institutions in a democratic
society;

To examine the extent to which trust in politicians and institutions determines public acceptance of
increased taxes;

To find out how Lithuanian society evaluates its security in case of war;

To analyze how the public's trust in the state's preparations for defense and the actions of the
institutions can lead to its willingness to contribute to the increase in the defense budget's financing

through taxes paid.

Only few studies performed in Lithuania explain, the relationship between public trust in the
Government, its actions, other key institutions, and the willingness to contribute more to state security
through tax measures. The issues of the tax behavior of social groups in terms of tax evasion®, the
influence of tax morale on public sector revenues®’, and the trust of citizens in state institutions have
been studied by analyzing the trust in local self-government institutions and some state institutions
since 2005, However, the relationship between individual persons' trust in state institutions and their
willingness and commitment to contribute to the increase of the state budget through tax measures,
especially in the context of security, has not been investigated. The lack of research encourages to
take up at least one aspect of empirical analysis: how individuals perceive the trustworthiness of

% Virgilijus Rutkauskas, Viginta Ivaskaité-Tamositing, “Vengimas mokéti mokes€ius ir jo vertinimas Baltijos Salyse”.
Pinigy studijos, No. 2, (2015): 74-87.

37 Virgilijus Rutkauskas “Mokes¢iy moralé ir jos jtaka vieSojo sektoriaus pajamoms” (Doctoral dissertation) Social
sciences, economics (04S), 2018.

38 LR Ministry of the Interior “Ataskaita apie gyventojy pasitikéjima valstybés ir savivaldybiy jstaigomis ir aptarnavimo
kokybés vertinimg”, Lrv.It, Vilnius, accessed October 25, 2024.

https://vrm.Irv.It/public/canonical/1724066726/8187/L ietuvos%20gyv.%20apklausos%20apie%20pasitik.valst.%20ir%20sa
V.%20institucijomis%202016-2023%20m.%20atask.pdf
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government institutions at the micro and macro levels and how, taking into account their personal
assessment, this trustworthiness is related to citizens' willingness and determination to contribute to

the enhancement of state security measures at their own expense through applicable tax measures.

Low public trust in state institutions as governing bodies and political parties can create
conditions for the public in Lithuania to negatively evaluate defense strengthening and financing
initiatives. A study performed in 2024 July shows that more than half of the Lithuanian population
trusts the military, but very little of them trust the Government (20.9%), additionally, only 6.2% of
survey respondents had faith in Seimas and political parties, placing them last in terms of
confidence®. One wonders how much of this is due to the public's lack of desire to contribute more
to growing defense budgets, given that in February 2024 less than 40% of those polled support an
increase in defense budget funding® and in October it reached 52%. **Although Lithuanian business
representatives, most of whom represent large and very large companies, expressed their support for
such a decision*?, however, in another conducted public opinion survey, only 2 out of 10 respondents
agreed that both residents and businesses would need to pay for this defense tax*3. Another problem
is insufficiently developed discussion about public protection, and lack of communication on issues
important to them. Although the budget for defense is increased every year**, there is a lack of broader
discussions with the public about what defense strategies would be followed, how the evacuation and
self-defense actions of a wider part of society would be ensured, the transparency and efficiency of
the allocation of defense funds, and other fundamental issues related to the continued existence and
survival of the state.

Research structure: The theoretical foundation section reviews the constructivist theory
approach in analyzing the concept of public trust in government and state institutions, the concept of
political trust, the need for tax contributions and the perception of fairness from the public’s
perspective, justification for the need to increase the defense budget. The methodology section
presents the interview and content analysis methods used. In the research section, after collecting and

39 UAB Vilmorus, "News", Vilomorus.It, accessed September 18, 2024,
http://www.vilmorus.It/index.php?mact=News,cntnt01,detail, 0&cntntOlarticleid=2&cntnt01returnid=20

40 patricija Kirilova, "We want security, but we don't want to pay?", Lrt.It, accessed September 18, 2024,
https://www.Irt.1t/naujienos/verslas/4/2196046/norime-saugumo-bet-nenorime-moketi-gynybos-mokesciui-pritartu-40-
proc-gyventoju

4“1 V§j ,,4 procentai®, 4procentai.lt, accessed January 7, 2025, https://4procental. It/

42V3j ,,4 procentai®, “53.5 thousand Lithuanian residents who signed a petition for 4% of GDP for defense”,
4procentai.lt, accessed September 18, 2024, https://4procentai.lt/

4 Patricija Kirilova, "We want security, but we don't want to pay?", Lrt.It, accessed September 18, 2024,
https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/2196046/norime-saugumo-bet-nenorime-moketi-gynybos-mokesciui-pritartu-40-
proc-gyventoju

4 Ministry of National Defense of the Republic of Lithuania. “National defense system: figures and changes", Kam.lIt,
accessed September 18, 2024, https://kam.lt/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/skaiciai-ir-pokyciai2023.pdf
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analyzing data from interviews with individuals contributing to Lithuania's security, the aim is to
define the level of public trust (or lack thereof) in security and/or defense institutions, which
influences the public's willingness to allocate higher taxes toward the national defense budget. In the
geopolitical context (the war in Ukraine, the increasing escalation in lIsrael, the upcoming US

Presidential elections, and the need to increase defense.

2. Theoretical background and literature review

Social constructivism is an epistemological theory that emphasizes how individuals construct
their knowledge of the world and how that information shapes their view of social reality. The concept
of "social construct” basically means a human creation. It is a creation that a person invents to make
sense of the world. This idea arises from human social interaction and is a reflection of human
agreements rather than being in an objective world. According to one of the main pioneers of the
constructivism theory Peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann and their 1966 book "The Social
construction of reality” people generate (or construct) specific knowledge about reality and reality
itself through social interactions *°, which is usually considered natural by people. Social
constructivism theory emphasizes on the nature of reality itself compared to just social reality (reality
is constantly countered and that it is a never-ending process)*®. Thus, it is assumed that social actors
constantly create social phenomena and their meanings. From an academic point of view, the theory
of social constructivism notes that science cannot reveal "objective truth" and that each person's

experience is meaningful, important, and useful.

Another prominent figure in constructivism within International Relations is Alexander
Wendt. A. Wendt’s conception of social structures or his social constructivism theory states that
social structures consist of three elements: “shared knowledge, material resources, and practices™'.
Social structures are defined in part by the shared understandings, expectations, or knowledge that
constitute the participants in a certain situation and the nature of their relationships. It is worth
mentioning the concept of intersubjectivity. This concept refers to the joint creation of meanings

through the interaction of the subjects of social reality and the constitution of the other based on the

4 peter L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann “The Social Construction of Reality A Treatise in the Sociology of
Knowledge“ (England, Penguin Books, 1966), 15.
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47 Jackson, Robert, Georg, Sorensen. “Introduction to International Relations Theories and Approaches”, 5th edition,
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), 212, 208-230.
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perception of one's own reality“®. It should be emphasized that the perception of reality is not a self-
evident phenomenon and politics itself - is a reflection of social perception of reality.

In the perspective of the theory of social constructivism, individual factors, the decision-
making process, the links between societies and cultural factors are linked, which determine the
policy and its results.*® According to political analyst Mathieu Lemay, “If the reality of ‘everyday
life’, as Berger and Luckmann put it, is ‘intersubjective’, so is the reality of global politics”. <...>
what kinds of entities, processes, and events it includes — as well as how we interpret and explain
what happens in that social domain, is dependent upon our interactions with one another. This
process is sometimes called the ‘co-constitution’ of ‘self’ and ‘other™*°. He emphasizes two
important political constructs - the sovereignty of citizens and the rule of law.®! This applies, for
example, to a security community: a security community is a social structure that consists of shared
knowledge based on mutual trust and the belief that disputes will be resolved without war. The social
world is meaningful to the people who understand it precisely because they created it and live in it.
It is an intersubjective realm: meaningful to the people who created it and who live in it, who
understand it precisely because they created it and live in it. The social world is partly made up of
physical entities.

According to the approach of social constructivism, citizens' willingness to pay or not to pay
taxes is reflected in their perception of social reality related to certain important political issues -
beliefs about social justice, the need and priorities of representing citizens' interests, protection of
public benefits, values and interests. It can be argued that the desire to pay higher taxes in order to
ensure greater social benefits can be determined by factors related to the social perception of the
surrounding political reality, such as “trust in authorities and power of authorities2. In scientific
literature, it is believed that the citizen perception about the obligations and administrative actions
performed by the authorities influences citizen tax behavior. As mentioned by professor Dr Larissa
Batrancea and others in the Journal of Economic Psychology, tax compliance system is a "slippery
slope"®. The two main approaches that legislators use to collect taxes are “enforcement and

48 Valentinas Berzitinas, “Lithuanian foreign policy formation and the factors of identity” (Doctoral dissertation), Social
Science, Political Science (02S), 2017.
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deterrence” of tax evasion, with the latter strategy being implemented through tax enforcement
laws.>* Nevertheless, institutional deterrence entails higher administration costs, and anti-corruption
strategies may backfire® leading to reduced tax compliance when citizens perceive that their common
interests are being violated®®. Therefore, it is important to pay more attention to other factors that
determine the tax behavior of citizens, such as the assessment of social justice, social norms and the
creation of greater good in the government. “Trust in authorities represents taxpayers’ perception
that tax authorities act benevolently and work for the common good.”®’ It is important to mention that
the individual's behavior towards the state is mutual. Tax morale-related factors are essential. Citing
economists Daniel Ortega, Lucas Ronconi, and Pablo Sanguinetti and their work “This concept
encompasses moral rules and sentiments that make citizens fulfill their tax obligations, social norms
that make cheating on taxes an undesirable action when the rest of the population is complying, and
a sort of reciprocity response by the individual in relation to the state, in the sense that citizens will
comply with their tax obligation when they see that the government also performs its commitments in
terms of delivering services and other public goods*®. In other words, if citizens trust that the service
for which they pay taxes is performed properly, they may be more willing to pay more taxes. This
idea can be explained by the fact that “each of us invents our universe based on our impressions of
reality” > and all the ideas prevailing in society are part of the complex reality that surrounds those
who shape politics. As Amna Saleem, Huma Kausar, and Farah Deeba reflect the constant
relationship between ideas and the material world. Such stance may help explain the correlation
between citizens' willingness to pay higher taxes for greater social goods (security, social justice, etc.)

and trust in the political institutions that people entrust with making important decisions.

Unfortunately, researchers in the field of accounting and economics, particularly focused on
tax compliance and the perception of tax justice, S. Giizel , G. Ozer and M. Ozcan® point out in their
work that there are few scientific studies focused on the analysis of the relationship between the

perception of tax fairness and trust in the government and the variables that influence the fulfillment
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of tax obligations. If such studies are conducted, their results are mostly based on the influence of the
government on the fulfillment of tax obligations or purely on economic factors. Tax liability research
recognizes that taxpayers' perception of tax fairness increases trust in government, which positively

affects tax compliance.

The direct impact of trust in government on tax compliance was analyzed by Lemessa Bayissa
Gobena, Marius Van Dijke®!, Peggy Jimenez, Govind S. lyer®?, and John. E. Anderson®, these
scholars are making valuable contributions to understanding of human behavior in the realms of
behavioral ethics, psychology, and organizational studies. The results of their research are worth
discussing in more detail as they reveal that citizens' trust in the government increases taxpayers'
perception of justice and affects the fulfillment of tax obligations.®* This shows that the relationship
between trust in government and the perception of tax fairness and the willingness to pay one or
another tax may vary depending on the cultural structure of societies. Voluntary tax compliance or
acceptance of new tax liabilities is important to governments around the world as they struggle to
manage budget deficits. P. Jimenez and G.S. lyer investigated® that social norms indirectly influence
tax payment intentions through internalization and concluded that citizens' trust in government and
perceived fairness of the tax system have a mutual relationship that influences the decision to comply
with tax obligations. Society is not homogeneous; rather, trust serves as the fundamental social
contract element that unites its varied social structure. When investigating public trust in the
government and its most important institutions - the Presidency, the Seimas and others - it is necessary
to define which social group will be investigated, because different social groups may have different
trust in the same institutions and different interest in paying the same type of taxes. “Political trust,
interpersonal trust, and personal values turn out to have independent and significant effects on
people’s attitudes toward an increased tax”®®. Moreover, studies conducted on the same social

groupings yield different findings. For example, a study conducted by J.E. Anderson®’ highlights the
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relationship between citizens' willingness to pay higher taxes for public benefits and trust in
government institutions as well as different economic status of social groups. Study reveals that
citizens with higher incomes have more confidence in public benefits, including income
redistribution. The mentioned study also highlights that if “citizens expecting future income to be
higher than current income being less supportive of redistribution 8. Other researchers studying a
less developed countries reveal the opposite results: they find that “citizens with primary and
secondary education, are willing to pay more taxes to improve public services than citizens with
university level, college degrees”®®. Further, the study explains, the reason why more educated
citizens do not want to pay taxes “might be lack of trust to government ability in providing better
services”’°. Olivier Jacques in his work " highlights the opposite. The possibility that people with

higher levels of education would be more inclined to pay higher taxes.

In relevant scientific research, social groups can also be classified based on professional
groups, each of which has a distinct preference for paying taxes. “Occupations have different tax
policy preferences since they encompass specific combinations of income, of education and of
ideology, three variables associated with willingness to pay”’2. For example, representatives of
“socio-cultural professionals are the group the most willing to pay taxes, as they tend to vote for the
left, are highly educated and have decent levels of income” " classifying themselves as
representatives of the middle class of society. The relationship between the citizen willingness to pay
taxes and the relationship with the perception of social justice may also depend on the level of
development of the region and country.” For example, in countries with economies in transition,
citizens' trust in government (all social institutions including government) has a positive effect on
their willingness to pay for public benefits, and in such countries, citizens with higher incomes have

more trust in all social institutions, including government.” On the other hand, as a state develops
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and transitions to the level of a developed country, trust in the government may, over time, become
linked to the perceived fairness of decision-making processes and the outcomes of its policies.’®

2.1.Justification of the need for an interview study

The theory of social constructivism, which is based on epistemology’’, employs qualitative
research methodologies that are appropriate for researching phenomena originating from interactions
with social reality. These methods encourage to delve into complex social problems reflected in social
reality.”® The social constructivist approach to analysis is based on the assumption that there is no
objective social or political reality independent of our understanding of it. Proponents of this theory
do not consider the social world as an external world of concrete objects but consider it to exist in
concrete perception. People's beliefs and assumptions are especially important when they are widely
shared because they give a community or people a sense of identity. It can be argued that nations and
political communities are not objective entities, but, on the contrary, groups of people bound by a
common cultural heritage. These are subjective formations defined by their members based on their

own traditions, values, and feelings.

Qualitative research is defined as the process of collecting, analyzing, and interpreting data
that involves observing what people say and do.”® It is a process of data collection, analysis and
interpretation. Qualitative research helps to obtain culturally specific information about the behavior,
opinion, values, norms of a certain social group and the social world surrounding them.® Thus,
qualitative research delves into how people interpret and make sense of their experiences. As noted
by scholars I. Gaizauskaité and N. Valaviciené, the interpretative position is followed in qualitative
research.®! Qualitative research helps to find out how people interpret the surrounding reality that is
part of their social experience. Qualitative research is suitable for developing the analysis of the

political field, furthermore it helps to include various social levels of reality in the analysis of political
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phenomena, to reveal intersubjectivity. According to leva Karpaviciute,® politics as a whole is
formed taking into account how it is affected by citizens' identity, social reality, changing values,
norms and priorities. Politics is a social interaction between people. A. Heywood in the textbook
"Politics™ describes politics as a social activity which "is always a dialogue, and never a

monologue™ .8

3. Methodology

This master's thesis contains a semi-structured interview method in which people who have
ties to Lithuania's security, people who serve in the armed forces of Lithuania, are actively involved
in the military, or work for an institution that enacts or executes laws are interviewed. Questions
asked during an interview are grouped into 3 parts, in order to categorize discussions on the topic of
how strong and why trust is related towards national security related topics. The main qualitative data
collection techniques are interviews performed with 27 individuals who work with security related
fields. A semi-structured interview is an effective method for exploring complex issues, offering a
balance between structure and flexibility. “It typically refers to a context in which the interviewer has
a series of questions that are in the general form of an interview schedule but is able to vary the
sequence of questions”8.This format not only helps in gathering specific information but also
encourages spontaneous discussion, which can reveal perspectives | might not have anticipated. The
goal is to capture both the expected and unexpected elements of public opinion, making the data more
nuanced and reflective of real-life attitudes. “Qualitative methods “allow research to delve deeper

into specific events, places, organizations or personalities’®,

The selected qualitative research method, interview, is described as a two-person
conversation, in which the researcher asks questions to the research participants®. It is important that
when applying a qualitative study, a constructionist approach is followed, which treats social reality
as an interaction of individuals, and not as a separate, "external” totality of social interaction®’. In
political analysis study, the interview approach aids in understanding the presumptions and ideas of
a particular social group that shape their political conduct and social norms regarding the researcher's

problem of interest. The data obtained during the interview can help to explain the relationship of
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trust between the investigated political field actors - the representatives of the social group chosen for
the study - and the main political decision-making institutions (the Seimas, the Government, the
President). This approach is also useful in demonstrating the potential for political variability: when
political communities alter their perceptions of who they are, their behavior changes as well. This can

have both a positive and a negative connotation in the development of the state.

In Lithuania, such studies often focus on subjective and spontaneous responses, which can
make it challenging to identify broader trends or contributing factors. Research concerning the trust
of the European public in the government and public sector institutions, usually only the indicators
of this trust are studied®, focusing less on trust-creating factors and consequences for the
development and security of the state. Attention is paid to the links between trust in national
politicians and institutions and the trust in the politicians and institutions of the European Union®,
however, mainly the concept of "good governance™ from the perspective of society was analyzed®:.
Public trust has been assessed since 2005, but mainly only the trust in local self-government bodies
is studied®?. According to the theory of social constructivism, the state, being a structure of meanings,
participates in the processes of individuals' perception of the environment and the creation of
meanings, and the individual becomes a part of a wider community through a common system of
meanings that allows personal interests to be formed on the basis of collective interests®. In a
democratic system, the most important decisions related to the development of the state, including
defense, are determined by assessments of the political problems of society and the priorities of their
solutions. Political parties and the formations under their influence are necessary for "building and
maintaining trust in a hostile environment"%. An individual who trusts the state institutions, their

representatives, structures and formations that protect his legitimate expectations and interests will

8 Aurelija Novelskaité and Raminta Pucétaité, "Public trust in public service institutions and employees in Lithuania:
results of a representative survey of the country's population”, Public policy and administration 17, No. 1, (2018): 128-
129, 126-140.

8 Ben Seyd, ”How Do Citizens Evaluate Public Officials? The Role of Performance and Expectations on Political Trust",
Political Studies 63, No. 1, (2014): 126-140.

% Thomas Persson, Charles F Parker, Sten Widmalm, “How trust in EU institutions is linked to trust in national
institutions: Explaining confidence in EU governance among national-level public officials”, European Union Politics
20, No. 4, (2019): 629-648.

%L Arif Jameel, Muhammad Asif, Hussain Abid, “Good Governance and Public Trust: Assessing the Mediating Effect of
E-Government”, Lex localis - journal of local self-government, 17 No. 2, (2014): 299-320.

%2 Ministry of the Interior, “Lietuvos gyventojy apklausos apie pasitikéjimg valstybés ir savivaldybiy institucijomis ir
jstaigomis”, Lrv.lt, accessed September 17, 2024. https://vrm.Irv.It/It/teisine-informacija/tyrimai-ir-analizes-
4/sociologiniai-tyrimai-2/lietuvos-gyventoju-apklausos-apie-pasitikejima-valstybes-ir-savivaldybiu-institucijomis-ir-
istaigomis/

% Benas Brunalo, "Construing the threat from Russia in Lithuania’s foreign and security policy discourses after the
occupation of Crimea ", (Doctoral dissertation) Political sciences (S002), 2023.

% Irmina Matonyt¢, et al., “The perception of threats to national welfare: the impact of social optimism, self-confidence,
and of social and institutional ", Politology 85, No. 1, (2018): 4, 3-55.

20


https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/teisine-informacija/tyrimai-ir-analizes-4/sociologiniai-tyrimai-2/lietuvos-gyventoju-apklausos-apie-pasitikejima-valstybes-ir-savivaldybiu-institucijomis-ir-istaigomis/
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/teisine-informacija/tyrimai-ir-analizes-4/sociologiniai-tyrimai-2/lietuvos-gyventoju-apklausos-apie-pasitikejima-valstybes-ir-savivaldybiu-institucijomis-ir-istaigomis/
https://vrm.lrv.lt/lt/teisine-informacija/tyrimai-ir-analizes-4/sociologiniai-tyrimai-2/lietuvos-gyventoju-apklausos-apie-pasitikejima-valstybes-ir-savivaldybiu-institucijomis-ir-istaigomis/

be more inclined to commit, make sacrifices in the name of a collective goal and give the state his
economic, social, and cultural resources. Greater trust in state institutions - especially in extreme
situations such as war - gives a sense of security®. And vice versa: the decreasing trust in the state
institutions leads to the phenomenon of "withdrawal from the state”, the consequence of which is a

weakening awareness of civic duties and rights.*

The interview is useful in two aspects: it can reveal the trust in state institutions of the studied
social group that favors paying higher defense taxes and how it correlates with trust in different
political institutions. It also highlights the risks of how a lack of political trust can be manipulated by
forces hostile to the state. Participants were asked about the overall trust and preparedness of
Lithuanian armed forces, overall assessment geopolitical situation, what factors encourage trust in
the government and how it can be increased, and what measures would encourage them and other
people to contribute more financially and by other means to state security. Detailed research questions

are presented in “4.3. Respondents answered the following questions, (p. 27-29)”.

3.1. Research process

Interviewee search. The respondents participating in the study were selected based on one essential
criterion: responders have to be involved with national security either from enacting policies, by
implementing them, directly serving in the military or working as a border guard. Responders were
collected through various contacts, after interviews they all were asked for additional contacts of
people who could participate in the conducted research. In total 27 interviews were conducted.
Majority of interviewed people (13) are from “Junior Officer Command Training” ® (JOCT), (It.
JKVM). Itis athree-year training program where participants will “acquire the profession of a military
officer, obtain the rank of a reserve lieutenant ... gain the opportunity to join the Lithuanian Armed
Forces and pursue a career as a military officer”. ®The training program allow both men and women
between 18 and 32 years of age and who are students or graduates of higher education institutions to
participate. All respondents have finished university, are in their late 20s or early 30s and work in the
public or private sectors. Between interviewed JOCT participants there were teachers, NGO

employees, PHD students, IT specialists, attorneys, logistic specialists, accountants, and the majority
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are thinking of continuing their service with the military. Additionally, interviews were conducted
with border guards (3), active-duty military personnel (5), and employees of the Republic of
Lithuania's Ministry of Internal Affairs (VRM) (2), Ministry of National Defense (KAM) (3) and one
influencer closely related to Lithuanian military.

During an interview. All respondents answered all the questions during the interviews. Initially, the
interviews lasted about 20-30 minutes, but as more opinions were gathered and additional questions
emerged, the later interviews began to take 40-50 minutes to complete. The respondents in the study
were aged between 24 and 60 years, with a total of 27 participants: 6 women and 21 men. The
interviews were conducted in Lithuanian. Standardized questions were asked of all participants, with
certain additions or clarifications provided if questions were unclear or required more detailed
answers. With prior agreement and notification to the respondents, the interview material is used
without disclosing participants' names or surnames in accordance with the principles of research
ethics. This approach ensures confidentiality and upholds research ethics, particularly as the collected
data may be sensitive. Each respondent was assigned a number (Respondent 1, 2, 3, etc.) in sequential
order, which is referenced when quoting their answers in the analysis section of the study. It is
important to emphasize that respondents were encouraged to answer questions freely, without any
pressure to produce specific desired results. One of the primary objectives was to understand the main
reasons why respondents support or oppose the proposed defense tax reform and how trust in the
government influences their stance.

Before the interviews began, each person was introduced to the main topic of the study: “the
association between people's trust in security-related institutions (the Ministry of National Defense,
the Ministry of the Interior, the Parliament, the Presidency, the Lithuanian Armed Forces) and their
willingness to financially contribute more towards the new defense tax”. Further information was
given. Lithuania's defense budget from Lithuania's Gross Domestic Product in mid-2023 was 2.77%,
in 2024 June it reached 3%, on October it reached 3.2% GDP. In 2025 it is planned to be 3%% (money
sum is the same as in 2024), additionally there is a civil society initiative named “4 percent” 1% that
wants to raise GDP meant for defense to 4% and as of April 2024, the initiative collected

approximately 51,600 signatures from citizens endorsing this goal °*. It is important to note that the

9 Ministry of National Defence of Lithuania, "Gynybos biudzetas", Kam.lt, accessed September 18, 2024,
https://kam.It/faktai-ir-skaiciai/gynybos-biudzetas/

100 v3j ,,4 procentai, 4procentai.lt, accessed September 18, 2024, https://4procentai.lt/

101 7ygimantas Silobrita, “Iniciatyva ,,4 procentai® surinko daugiau nei 50 tiikst. parasy: kalbésis su politikais dél
bendro sutarimo”, Lrytas, accessed September 18, 2024, https://www.Irytas.lt/verslas/rinkos-
pulsas/2024/04/29/news/iniciatyva-4-procentai-surinko-daugiau-nei-50-tukst-parasu-kalbesis-su-politikais-del-bendro-
sutarimo-31625054
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2024 defense budget was initially approved at 2.75% of GDP1%2. However, due to the evolving
security situation and additional allocations, it increased to 3% of GDP. Furthermore before the war
in Ukraine, in 2021 Lithuania allocated 1.1 billion for its defense. 2023 to 2 billion, in 2024 2.4

billion. In a 4-year span Lithuania more than doubled its defense budget.

Participants were introduced to “Defense Fund's” 1%®proposals", which would guarantee 3% of GDP
increase for the period 2025-2030. The package consists of four parts:

Solidarity contribution which will generate 60 million by 2026

Increasing the corporate income tax rate for businesses from 15% to 16% and increasing the
preferential corporate income tax rate for small businesses from 5% to 6 % which will generate more
than 163 million euros in 2026.

Excise tax solutions: for alcohol, tobacco which 157 million in 2026.

Security deposit concept 10 percent. Although this idea is still being developed, 10% of all insurance
contracts—aside from individual liability and life insurance—would go toward increasing the

national defense budget. In 2026, this would bring in 100 million.

In total, this fund will generate more than 421 million euros in 2026. The additional funding will
mainly go towards the deployment of German tank brigade, planned new Lithuanian division, as well
as to expand the conscription list.

Additionally, Bank of Lithuania'® recommended further mentioned actions.

Collect more revenue by increasing existing tax rates (VAT, personal income tax, corporate income
tax).

Maintain current tax rates but collect additional revenue by eliminating existing exemptions and/or
reducing opportunities for tax evasion, especially in the construction sector.

Introduce additional taxes.

Additionally Borrow.

Redistribute currently collected budget funds by allocating more toward defense.

102 Ministry of National Defence of Lithuania, "Lietuvos gynybos biudZetas — kariuomenés kovinés galios stiprinimui ir
modernizacijai”, Kam.It, accessed September 18, 2024, https://kam.lt/lietuvos-gynybos-biudzetas-kariuomenes-kovines-
galios-stiprinimui-ir-modernizacijai/

103 Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Lithuania, "Defense Fund", Lrv.It, accessed June 3, 2024,
https://finmin.Irv.It/It/naujienos/vyriausybeje-pritarta-gynybos-fondo-pasiulymams/

104 Bank of Lithuania, "Dél galimy sprendimy papildomos gynybos i§laidoms finansuoti”, LB.It, accessed October 18,
2024 https://www.1b.lt/uploads/documents/files/2024-

04%20L B%20galimi%?20sprendimai%20finansuoti%20papildomas%20islaidas%20gynybai_final po%20red.pdf
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Another important statistic shown to the participants was made by public opinion research
company "Baltijos tyrimai”, table No. 1 (p. 25). This company conducted a representative survey of
Lithuanian residents on behalf of LRT on January 19-29, 2024. During the survey, 1,021 Lithuanian
residents (18 years of age and older) were surveyed. Residents were asked about the proposal to
introduce a new defense tax from 2025 and their thoughts on who should finance it!%,

The possible options were:

"I do not support the new defense tax"

"I support it if both residents and businesses paid this defense tax"
"I support it if all residents of Lithuania paid this defense tax"

"I support it if only businesses paid this defense tax"

"don't know, did not answer".

This survey reveals that only 20% of respondents genuinely support the introduction of a new
defense tax, provided that both residents and businesses share the burden equally. The other responses
reflect a desire to shift the tax burden onto others rather than support the tax outright: 4% would
support the tax only if all residents paid it, essentially suggesting that individuals bear the
responsibility. 16% would support the tax only if businesses were solely responsible for paying it.
These answers indicate a reluctance to accept personal responsibility for the tax and a preference to
pass the financial obligation onto others. Combined with the 54% outright rejecting the idea of the
tax and 6% being undecided, it’s clear that widespread public support for this defense tax is lacking.
Yet, the publishers of the article, where this table appears, titled it: "We want security, but we don't
want to pay? 40 percent of the population would support a defense tax"1%. This title manipulates the
data by summing all the responses that suggest someone should pay the tax, whether individuals,
businesses, or both, to inflate perceived support. However, in reality, only 20% genuinely agree to

share the tax burden equally. The rest either reject it or seek to pass the responsibility onto others.

105 patricija Kirilova, " Norime saugumo, bet nenorime mokéti? Gynybos mokes¢iui pritarty 40 proc. gyventojy”, Lrt.It,
accessed September 18, 2024, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/verslas/4/2196046/norime-saugumo-bet-nenorime-moketi-
gynybos-mokesciui-pritartu-40-proc-gyventoju
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Table No. 1 Lithuania is considering the possibility of introducing a new defense tax from 2025.
Which of the options presented would you support?

Lietuvoje svarstoma galimybé nuo 2025
mety jvesti naujg gynybos mokest;.
Kuriam i$ pateikty varianty jus
pritartumeéte?

Nepritariu tokiam naujam gynybos
mokesciui

Pritariu, jei §j gynybos mokestj mokéty ir
gyventojai, ir verslas

Pritariu, jei 5] gynybos mokestj mokeéty visi
Lietuvos gyventojai

Pritariu, jei 5] gynybos mokestj mokéty tik
verslas

Nezino, neatsake

LT | .It

Created by “Baltijos tyrimai®, published by LRT.It

Another important survey was shown to the to the participants, table No. 2. The survey was
conducted by the Public Opinion and Market Research Center "Vilmorus" between September 13 and
21, 2024, it gathered responses from 1,000 Lithuanian residents aged 18 and older. Participants were
asked one main question "Do you trust or distrust in these Lithuanian institutions?" The results
provide insight into public trust levels across various institutions, with percentages indicating the
proportion of respondents who trust (“pasitiki'), blue color, versus distrust ("nepasitiki*), red color,
each institution. The findings reveal varying degrees of trust, with some institutions like firefighters,
police, and the military enjoying high levels of public confidence, while others mainly government-
related institutions (government itself, parliament, political parties) have significant distrust, with net
trust falling into negative territory. The Parliament and political parties are particularly distrusted,
with more than half of respondents expressing a lack of trust. Overall, this survey reflects the current

public sentiment toward key Lithuanian institutions.
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Table No. 2 Do you trust or distrust in these Lithuanian institutions?

Wpasitki Mnepasitiki

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Ugniagesiais gelbétojais (+86,8%) 88,7%

Policija (+55,2%) e 64,8%
Kariuomene (+455%) 155% 59,0%
VSAT (pasienieciai) (+37,0%) 11 5% 48,5%
Sodra (+36,8%) 15.0% 52,7%
Svietimu (+28,8%) 14 7% 43,5%
Prezidentira (+28,2%) TN 45,5%
Baznydia (+25,3%) 44,0%

18,7%

Svekatos apsauga (+17,9%) 45,7%

Lietuvos Respublikos muitine 32,2%
(+12,2%) 0,0%
Bankais (+4,5%) ,3%1%
% s 31,4%
Savivaldybemis (+4,4%) 200%
- 25,8%
Prokuratira (-0,1%) 25‘9»/:
—— 24,4%
Teismais (-4,7%) 201%
Ziniasklaida (TV, radijas, laikrasdiai) 24.3%
(8,3%) 6%
. 17,4%
Vyriausybe (-28,6%) g 46,0%
. 11,3%
Seimu (-42,6%) 53,9%
Partijomis (-45,9%) S4% 54,3%
Created by “Vilmorus”

The survey results reveal a clear pattern among individuals between the low public trust in
Lithuania's key government institutions and the lack of support for the proposed defense tax.
Institutions such as the Parliament (Seimas), political parties, and the government, the very entities
responsible for implementing and managing public policy, face significant distrust. This widespread
skepticism toward the government may explain why the majority of respondents, 54% oppose the
introduction of a new defense tax. Additionally, the 20% who conditionally support the tax tend to
shift the burden onto others, such as businesses or specific groups, further reflecting a reluctance to
entrust the government with additional resources. The low confidence in these institutions likely
undermines public willingness to contribute financially, as citizens may doubt the transparency,
fairness, or effectiveness of how the funds will be managed. This highlights the role of institutional

trust in shaping public support for fiscal policies.
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3.2. List of analyzed institutions responsible for security.
Legislative Authorities Responsible for National Security:

President of the Republic of Lithuania (as the Commander-in-Chief and with legislative powers in
security matters).
Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania (responsible for passing laws, approving budgets, and overseeing

national security policies).
Executive Bodies Responsible for National Security:

Ministry of National Defense of the Republic of Lithuania (KAM) (responsible for defense policy
and military coordination).

Armed Forces of the Republic of Lithuania (operational military forces under the Ministry of National
Defense).

Ministry of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Lithuania (VRM) (responsible for internal security,
including law enforcement and emergency management).

State Border Guard Service (under the Ministry of Internal Affairs, responsible for border security

and surveillance).

3.3. Respondents answered the following questions:

How would you assess the security situation in Lithuania from geopolitical and Lithuanian military
perspective?

(LT. Kaip vertinate LT saugumo situacijq geopolitiskai ir i§ Lietuvos kariuomenés pusés?)

. How do you evaluate the decisions made by previous governments to strengthen Lithuania’s security?
(Few examples what was done: contract with Rheinmetall, HIMARS artillery system, increase in
military conscripts, purchase of tanks))

(LT. Kaip vertinate buvusios valdzios sprendimus stiprinant Lietuvos saugumq?) Ar per daug ar
permazai ? (keli pavyzdziai kas buvo padaryta: kontraktas su Rheinmetall, HIMARS artilerijos
sistema, Sauktiniy didinimas, tanky pirkimas))

How do you envision Lithuania's security situation in five years?

(LT. Kaip jsivaizduojate Lietuvos saugumo situacijq po penkeriy mety?)

. What is your opinion regarding the new defense tax? (interviewer thoughts on what percentage would

be enough)
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(LT. Kq jus pats manote apie prisidéjimo prie krasto gynybos mokescio ? (Asmeninis rysys, kg
pasnekovas galvoja, kokio procento reiktu?))

. What factors or actions would increase your willingness to pay higher taxes to support state
security measures?

What factors right now do you believe have the greatest influence on citizens" willingness to
contribute more financially to state security?

What actions Seimas, the Presidency, or the overall Government could take and would
personally encourage you to support increased state security funding through taxes?

Are there any other instances when government or institutional actions may improve your

readiness to contribute financially to state security activities via taxes?

(LT. Kokie veiksniai ar veiksmai padidinty jisy norq mokéti didesnius mokesc¢ius susietus su

valstybés saugumu ir jy priemoniy rémimu?

Kokie veiksniai dabar, jisy manymu, labiausiai jtakoja pilie¢iy norq finansiskai prisideéti prie
valstybés saugumo?

Veiksmai, kuriy galéty imtis Seimas, Prezidentiira ar Vyriausybé, kurie Jus asmeniSkai paskatinty
paremti didinamgq valstybés saugumo finansavimg per mokescius?

Ar yra kity atvejy, kuomet valdZia ar institucijy veiksmai gali pagerinti Jisy pasirengimg
finansiskai prisidéti prie valstybés saugumo veiklos per mokescius?)

In your opinion, to what extent is the public’s willingness and readiness to pay more taxes for the
security budget related to their trust in the main government institutions responsible for national
security? (For example, they do not trust the government, which is why they don't want to contribute
to taxes?)

(LT. Jasy asmenine nuomone, kiek stipriai visuomenés noras ir pasiryZimas mokéti daugiau
mokesCiy saugumo biudzZetui susijes su jos pasitikéjimu pagrindinémis uz valstybés saugumg
atsakingomis valdzios institucijomis? (Pavyzdys, galbit nepasitiki valdzia, dél to nenori prisidéti prie
mokesciu?))

In your opinion, what could increase public trust and what could key government institutions do
to increase public trust and encourage people to contribute more financially to state security
measures through tax initiatives?

Please name specific institutions and any actions they could take that would build trust and motivate

public support for increased security funding through taxes.
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10.

11.

12.

(LT. Jiasy nuomone, kas gali padidinti visuomenés pasitikéjimq v kaip pagrindinés valdZios
institucijos galéty didinti visuomenés pasitikéjimq ir paskatinti Zmones labiau finansiskai prisideti
prie valstybés saugumo priemoniy mokestinémis iniciatyvomis?

Nurodant konkrecias institucijas, Kokiy veiksmy, jos galéty imtis, norint padidinti pasitikéjimg
vyriausybe bei motyvuojant visuomene, norint paremti didesnj saugumo finansavimg)

Which institution, in your view, has the greatest influence on Lithuanians' trust in state
governance?

(LT. Kokia institucija, Jiisy nuomone, daro didiiausiq jtakq Lietuvos gyventojy pasitikéjimui
valstybés valdzia? (Sulygint institucija kuria nepasitiki su kuria pasitiki))

What form of public tax for increasing the military budget would be both fair and effective?

(LT. Koks valstybés karinio biudZeto didinimo mokestis, surenkamas is placiosios visuomenés, biity
ir teisingiausias, ir efektyvus?)

In your view what type of communication regarding the state’s preparedness for war, military
conflict, or assurance of public security would encourage people to willingly contribute to security
measures financially through tax initiatives?

(LT. Kaip jis manote, kokia komunikacija apie valstybés pasirengimg karo ar karinio konflikto
atvejams bei visuomenés saugumaq uztikrinimq biity reikalinga, kad visuomené biity pasiryZusi savo
noru prisidéti prie saugumo priemoniy didinimo savo léSomis per mokestines priemones?)

In your opinion, how important is people's trust in the government and people's approval of the desire
to increase GDP for the defense budget? (Example, some people trust but doesn't want to contribute,
some people doesn't trust but still wants to contribute)

(LT. Jiusy manymu ant kiek yra svarbus zZmoniy pasitikéjimas vyriausybe ir Zmoniy pritarimas norui
pakelti gynybai skirtq BVP? (Pavyzdys, kai kurie Zmonés pasitiki, bet nenori mokéti, kai kurie
Zzmonés nepasitiki, bet vis tiek nori prisidéti))

How do you anticipate public trust in the highest government institutions and Lithuanian
military will evolve over the next five years, considering the current political climate and recent
political decisions?

(LT. Jiasy nuomone, esant dabartinei politinei situacijai ir priimamiems politiniams sprendimams,
kaip visuomenés pasitikéjimas auksciausiomis valdZios institucijomis ir Lietuvos kariuomene

keisis per ateinancius penkerius metus?)
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4. Analysis

Interviews were performed in Lithuanian language, after the interview everything was transcribed in

the appendix nr. 2. and divided into three sections selected for the study:

Perceptions of Security and Tax Opinions;
Factors Influencing Willingness and Trust;

Communication and Public Engagement.

Each section of the study is analyzed separately:

1,2,3,4,9 questions focus on the overall security environment and people's direct opinions about the
defense tax, which makes them cohesive in assessing general attitudes;

5,6,7,8,12 These questions helps to understand main factors shaping financial willingness and the role
of trust in institutions;

Questions 10 and 11 explore the role of communication supporting civic responsibility and patriotism.
The insights from 10 shows how better communication can change people’s views on specific topics,
and it can increase people‘s civic responsibility, changing their perspectives, as reflected in question

11, where some respondents reconsidered the importance of trust in favor of civic responsibility.

The analysis attempts to demonstrate the overall mood of the security situation in Lithuania, the
importance of trust in security-related matters, and other factors that might be even more important

than trust.
Limitations of the study.

The completeness of the research results is limited by insufficient time resources, which
allowed to interview only certain groups of subjects with 27 people to be included in the study, as
well as not allowing to interview a wider demographic population. Interviews were conducted with
participants from the end of October to November of 2024. Since interviewed people one way or
another were related to national security, not everyone wanted to be interviewed. Some people also
refused to be recorded, and there were also cases when people who agreed to give interviews
eventually decided to ignore the requests, which mostly happened from state institutions such as the
Ministry of National Defense or the Ministry of Internal Affairs. Furthermore, it was hard to interview
active military personnel because of their time intensive schedules or by being deployed in training

exercises. Therefore, in order to collect the appropriate amount of information, it was necessary to
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coordinate and interview several people per day. It also happened that some of the respondents
interviewed did not want or did not have the right to disclose all the details, so barrier was felt during
the interview, because of it was necessary to apply interview questions based on them or not use the
accumulated interview material at all. The respondents of the study were allowed to choose to answer
the questions live or remotely using the “teams” program. Most respondents, upon learning that the

interviews would be recorded, wanted to conduct the interviews live.

4.1. Perceptions of Security and Tax Opinions.

Questions 1, 2, 3, 4 and 9 focuses on understanding participants’ perceptions of Lithuania's safety
and security scenarios and their views on the proposed defense tax. Question 1 is meant to assess how
participants’ view the existing security situation in Lithuania. This question is meant to figure out
participants’ views on Lithuania's geopolitical situation, asking whether they perceive any threats
from neighboring countries, as well as their assessment of Lithuania’s military force readiness and
preparedness. Question 2 helps to evaluate participants opinions on the effectiveness of past
government decisions aimed at strengthening security, positive and more controversial examples
were reminded for the participants, this question gives insight into whether any decisions have
influenced trust in the government's ability to help guarantee safety. Question 3 gives a better
understanding of participants expectations for Lithuania's security over the next five years, which
reflects their optimism or pessimism towards future stability, furthermore it helped to understand the
overall mood. These insights directly tie into the next question, which addresses the controversial
topic of the new defense tax. Question 4 helps to reveal participants’ thoughts on the tax and provides
insight into whether they believe the tax should be further increased, left unchanged, or even lowered.
By this stage of the interview, respondents have reflected on Lithuania's security situation, past
government decisions, and future expectations, allowing for them and for myself to form a well-
rounded perspective on this matter. This question ties everything together, offering a clear picture of
their view towards increased tax and its role in enhancing national security. Question 9 refers back to
Table No. 1 (p. 25) and asks participants’ thoughts on who should pay for the new tax and how, in
their opinion, it should be implemented to ensure their agreement with the tax and guarantee the
lowest number of dissatisfied people. Answers gained from these questions portray participants’ sense
of security in the state and the need (or not) for the security tax increase, leading to the next set of

questions.

31



4.1.1. View on Geopolitical and Lithuanian military situation.

Based on the perspectives of 27 participants, the majority of respondents are concerned with
geopolitical tensions, enveloping situation in Ukraine and what might come next. As shown in Graph
No. 1 (p. 34), 15 interviewees describe the security situation as tense and fearful and 10 assess it as
relatively calm. Regarding the state of the Lithuanian Armed Forces, 18 interviewees expressed an
optimistic opinion while 8 are doubtful and feel that it needs much more to improve.

One of the main concerns is that Lithuania's geographical location and geopolitical factors
create ongoing tension and uncertainty about future security. It is because Lithuania has borders with
hostile states on two sides. Almost 700 (677) km with Belarus, 250 (255) km with Russia and the
Kaliningrad region. According to one interviewee, “We are standing on the brink of risk. It is hardly
possible to fully prepare for such a situation as war. But this does not mean that it is not worth
allocating funds and putting as much effort as possible”%’. Many participants shared the opinion that
while Russia is stuck battling Ukraine, and Lithuania is part of NATO, unexpected military conflict
in Lithuania, although it seems unlikely, could arise at any time, “it is not worth resting on our
laurels” 1% consistent investment in defense capabilities and preparedness is necessary. Many
identify NATO membership as a key security assurance, providing a certain sense of stability. While
the war in Ukraine is ongoing, the situation in Lithuania, although tense, can be considered more
favorable due to Russia’s focus being diverted elsewhere!®®. However, concerns about Russia’s
ability to quickly recover and resume its aggressive policy remain. The ineffectiveness of sanctions
and Russia’s rapid rearmament are worrying and reduce confidence in the forecasts of how much
time Lithuania has to prepare, “all the predictions for how much time we have to prepare are getting
worse, experts said 10, 7, 6, 5 years, now even less''®"11, These assessments reflect a more widely
expressed fear that geopolitical tensions could become a long-term state reminiscent of “a kind of
second Cold War” 12,

Another part of the participants emphasizes Lithuania’s vulnerability as a “buffer zone” between
the West and Russia, “We are not the Middle East or Africa, but we are a buffer between the Russian
world and the West”, further expressing that NATO membership “has so far helped us protect

ourselves from what happened in Georgia or Ukraine”!'3, However, skeptics note that the alliance’s

107 Respondent 1

108 Respondent 7

109 Respondent 11

110 Andrew A. Michta, Joslyn Brodfuehrer ,“NATO-Russia dynamics: Prospects for reconstitution of Russian military
power”, Atlantic council, (2024), 1-27.

111 Respondent 13

112 Respondent 26

113 Respondent 24
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power is not absolute: “NATO can refuse to send much needed help”!*. As stated in NATO article 5
“if such an armed attack occurs, each of them, <...> will assist the Party or Parties so attacked by
taking forthwith, <...> such action as it deems necessary”**®. These doubts reveal deeper fears about
Lithuania’s geopolitical dependence on the decisions and commitments of international partners, and
for some it means that Lithuania should be prepared to be able to defend itself alone.

Some participants assess the situation not only strategically, but also personally. One of them
notes that due to geopolitical tensions, “I would not feel safe buying a house or starting a business in
Lithuania*®, Another participant stated regarding unclear incidents with communication cables in
the Baltic Sea'’and Trump’s election, “Such actions signal a bad situation, and it is frightening”18,
These comments indicate that geopolitical tensions permeate not only state security strategies, but
also individual life decisions and psychological stability.

However, opinions about the Lithuanian military are often more positive. Many participants
assess Lithuania’s progress in strengthening its defense capabilities, “We are in a very good situation
compared to the post-Soviet space”'°, However, even optimists warn about the threat of a first strike
attack, “If there is a first strike, it will still be painful” *?°, further expressing that strengthening the
military is an ongoing process that requires not only funds, but also political and public support.

The security situation in Lithuania, according to the participants is balances between optimism
and anxiety. Geopolitical uncertainty raises constant concerns, as one of the participants said "It will
take time for Russia to recover, they shouldn't be attacking anyone in the near future, but they will
always have the stupidity to do so. As long as there is a neighbor who will always have the stupidity
to attack, the situation will be threatening"*?*. NATO membership provides security guarantees, but
the participants agree that it is necessary to actively strengthen the country’s defense capabilities and
civil preparedness. The conclusion is clear: while the geopolitical situation forces Lithuania to remain
vigilant, the strengthening of the Lithuanian military and NATO support provide grounds for cautious

optimism.

114 Respondent 23

115 North Atlantic Treaty Organization, “Collective defence and Article 57, nato.int, accessed December 12, 2024,
https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natoha/topics_110496.htm?utm_source

116 Respondent 14
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Graph No. 1 Geopolitical and Lithuanian military situation perspectives

4.1.2. Decisions made by previous government

Analyzing participants views on the decisions made by previous government (2020-2024) to
strengthen Lithuania’s security, a clear majority of positive assessments may be seen, yet constructive
criticism and areas of concern are also present. The participants emphasized recent developments, but
also noted insufficient funding, organizational issues such as lack of transparency in how the budget
is used and that decisions and purchases take too long.

Most participants agreed that significant steps have been taken in Lithuania’s security in
recent years. As one participant noted, “More has been accomplished in the past year than in the
twenty years before that, but | don't think that one purchase will solve all our problems”?? it must be
a combination of everything. The purchase of the HIMARS artillery system, the contract with
Rheinmetall, and other military manufacturers, the increasing number of conscripts and the
acquisition of heavy equipment significantly increased the capabilities of the military “If you want
peace, prepare for war. It is necessary to maintain and strengthen Lithuania’s security”*?3. The
contribution of NATO and its allies was also emphasized, “The deployment of the German brigade
provides a guarantee from the allies, and the increased rotation exercises show that we are ready”!?,

In addition, the importance of Poland’s role in Lithuania’s security was also emphasized, “Poland is
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building a part of the shield*?, with their efforts the whole of Europe will be well protected, and we
are in this system %6, When mentioning Rheinmetall and other military based production few
participants also mentioned inclusion of Lithuanian made military production. Lithuanian shouldn’t
be only allowing foreign investors produce equipment but also promote domestic companies, “it is
necessary to promote the local defense industry, to allow Lithuanian manufacturers to produce
weapons™!?’, But there were also sceptics. One participant mentioned, “The more troops and military
infrastructure there are at the EU-Russia border, the greater the losses will be. The border should be
a neutral zone. The Strategic depth'?® should be much further. Because of this | only see money
thrown away 1%, furthermore, concerns were expressed about the need of first hour contact
equipment such as bunkers, mines, hidden warehouses to store equipment and to protect people, and
not more legitimate military targets.

Despite current developments, most participants also pointed out areas of weakness and
potential problems. One of the most important aspects was the lack of air defense and drones, it was
mentioned by 13 participants. One participant even mentioned that “Even the soldiers themselves are
making drones for themselves, because the lack of funding is obvious”'®. One of the main reasons is
that Lithuania is “Refusing drones made in China or containing components made from this
country”®!, ultimately facing excessively high prices. Furthermore, the pace and transparency of
decision-making were also criticized, some respondents said that “There should not be such a
situation when we buy expensive equipment, which is important, but we do not have open spots or do
not have conditions for all volunteers to serve or train. Everyone in the military understands that the
very essence of war is still the infantry. A soldier stands at the front, the territory is occupied by
people, and people has to lift their boots there”**2. Current situation reflects large problems with the
organization of logistics and infrastructure. Another aspect criticized was the expansion of the

conscription system. Although it is seen as a positive change, some respondents doubted the readiness

125 Militarny, “Poland began construction of Eastern Shield on borders with Russia and Belarus”, mil.in.ua, accessed
December 12, 2024, https://mil.in.ua/en/news/poland-began-construction-of-eastern-shield-on-borders-with-russia-and-
belarus/
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129 Respondent 3

130 Respondent 9

181 Lietuvos kariuomené, “Bepilo¢iy orlaiviy integracija Lietuvos kariuomenéje — pirkimai, inovacijos ir operatoriy
rengimas”, Lrytas.lt, accessed December 14, 2024,
https://www.lrytas.lt/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2024/08/28/news/bepilociu-orlaiviu-integracija-lietuvos-kariuomeneje-
pirkimai-inovacijos-ir-operatoriu-rengimas-33908769

132 Respondent 14

35


https://mil.in.ua/en/news/poland-began-construction-of-eastern-shield-on-borders-with-russia-and-belarus/
https://mil.in.ua/en/news/poland-began-construction-of-eastern-shield-on-borders-with-russia-and-belarus/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_depth
https://www.lrytas.lt/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2024/08/28/news/bepilociu-orlaiviu-integracija-lietuvos-kariuomeneje-pirkimai-inovacijos-ir-operatoriu-rengimas-33908769
https://www.lrytas.lt/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2024/08/28/news/bepilociu-orlaiviu-integracija-lietuvos-kariuomeneje-pirkimai-inovacijos-ir-operatoriu-rengimas-33908769

of society for this change,: “It's good that more people will be called after school graduation,
although many women may still speak with restraint, but at least they are starting to say something.
I would like more discussions about this, on the other hand, maybe society is not really ready for
women to be called up for compulsory service”'®, In addition, it was noted that there is a lack of a
common strategic vision for how to optimally use the acquired equipment: “It may be logical to buy
tanks, but in small numbers. Most of the problems could be solved by a stronger partnership with
Poland”%,

Some respondents emphasized that Lithuania’s security must be based not only on strengthening
the military, but also on mobilizing civil society. They emphasized that universal security requires
not only technical readiness, but also active public participation. “The defense of the state is not
limited to the military alone — the entire nation must defend it"™*3, “Talking to people, building
communities, strengthening a safe neighborhood — this is also part of defense%. Furthermore, it
was emphasized that citizen education and their active involvement can significantly increase
resilience to potential threats. In order to achieve long-term security, it is necessary to train and
educate the public: “We need to train people, because if we don’t do it, our enemies will work with

them”137-

Categorization of the most repeated answers
Positive
20 | Overall improvement in all sectors
10 | Increased manpower
Improvement of military industry
Air defense and heavy equipment
German brigade

(O |00

Negative

13 | Poor air defense and lack of drones

11 | Missing basic equipment

10 | Poor transparency

Decisions and purchases take too long
Need to catch up a lot, missing everything
Lack of manpower

Lacking military industry

Lacking heavy equipment

Times mentioned

= IN o1 |00

Table No. 3 Categorization of the most repeated answers regarding military preparedness.
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The findings shown in (Table No. 3) are taken from all 27 interviews, and it highlights how many
times both positive and negative aspects about Lithuania's security strengthening efforts were
mentioned (note that some participants highlighted a few aspects). On the positive side, overall
improvement in all sectors was mentioned most frequently (20 mentions) implying that the previous
government put a lot of effort into strengthening Lithuania’s overall military security, reflecting a
widespread recognition of progress across various areas. Praise for expanded manpower was
mentioned 10 times, including favorable comments of military conscription, personnel initiatives,
and the formation of a new Lithuanian division. Improvement of the military industry (8 mentions),
highlighting “Rheinmetall” German arms manufacturers company and the importance of developing
domestic defense capabilities. Other notable achievements include enhancements in air defense and
heavy equipment (6 mentions) it includes HIMARS High Mobility Artillery Rocket System,
NASAMS medium-range air defense system, PIORUN man-portable air-defense system, new
expanded drone capabilities, and the positive reception of the German brigade's presence (4
mentions), which reinforces NATO's commitment to Lithuania's defense.

On the negative side, the most significant concern is poor air defense and lack of drones (13
mentions), highlighting not only Lithuania’s but entire NATO’s shortcomings. Issues with and
missing basic equipment (11 mentions) such as individual equipment and the further need to improve
conditions for conscripts and other personnel. Poor transparency (mentioned 10 times) and the
concern that not every euro is being allocated as intended, both problems reflect broader inefficiencies
and shortfalls in resource allocation. Decisions and purchases take too long (8 mentions), particularly
before and after the mid-term change of the Minister of Defense*®. Furthermore, participants
emphasized that enacted decisions and promises of new equipment takes too much time till they are
being implemented. Other concerns include the notion that Lithuania has lagged behind for too long
and now it needs to catch up in many areas (7 mentions), requiring simultaneous improvement across
all sectors. Lack of manpower (5 mentions), need for expanded military industry (2 mentions) and
heavy equipment (1 mention) to be able to defend itself from ground operations. The interviews

highlight insights from military personnel, indicating potential areas for development.

138 Augusté Lyberyté, Ignas Dobrovolskas, “Seime prisieké naujasis krasto apsaugos ministras”, LRT.It, accessed
December 17, 2024, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/2234056/seime-prisieke-naujasis-Krasto-apsaugos-ministras
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4.1.3. Percentage from GDP

Regarding the new security tax and the appropriate level of funding, Graph No. 2, four
participants said that the current level of funding should remain unchanged. Eleven participants
supported an increase to 4% of GDP or less, while twelve said that it should be aimed at more than
4%, emphasizing the importance of a stronger national security. Out of those twelve one participants
compared Lithuania to Israel, stating, "I think our defense funding is definitely not too high and rather
too low. Looking at the situation, we should be like the Baltic Israel. Israel as a state is a good
indicator of what it takes for a small country to deter many or large enemies around it”*°. Another
participants emphasized leadership among NATO countries, "We should allocate so much that we
would be in first place on the NATO list in terms of percentage”“°. On the other hand, concerns were
expressed about economic sustainability and public reaction, warning that excessive tax increase
could alienate the public, "If we alienate the public by increasing taxes, it could have a negative
impact on the state and pose a greater threat to security than if we did not raise taxes"'*!. Others
suggested a pragmatic approach, "Look for smaller pieces, and create as little public discontent as
possible, diversify taxes. We should Raise VAT because it is sustainable, we need to raise money.
People will not like it, but you have to choose between collecting crumbs and what is sustainable. It

is a question of political will"42,

Public Opinions on Military Budget
Allocation

12

11

HlLeaveitasitis ' Improve, 4% orless H Strongly improve, 4% or more

Graph No. 2 Public Opinions on Military Budget Allocation

139 Respondent 4

140 Respondent 14
141 Respondent 10
142 Respondent 13

38



4.1.4. Tax System for National Security

Further analyzing a representative survey published by LRT (Table No. 1, p. 25) participants
were asked for their opinions on how the taxes should be distributed, discussing fairness and
efficiency in tax distribution. Answers are shown in Graph No. 3. Four participants stated that the
current budget would be sufficient if it were properly managed, "The current budget would be
sufficient if the money were used where it is needed"!*3. Three participants supported the idea that
businesses should be taxed more, while another three argued for increased taxes of residents.
However, the majority, seventeen participants, supported the idea for shared responsibility, in which
both businesses and residents would contribute. Yet, many participants expressed concern that the
tax will be affecting them twice, "If we tax only businesses, it will still hit everyone's pockets because
all prices will go up"*4, “by taxing businesses, in the end, it’s not the entrepreneurs who pay, but the

residents "%,

The main arguments of those who support the idea of giving businesses more leeway were:
“People tend to think that businesses should be taxed more, but on the other hand, businesses value
a stable tax environment, and frequent tax changes are not good **°, “We should create conditions
in Lithuania that make it easier for businesses to establish themselves, with less bureaucracy. This
approach would increase tax revenues by easing the burden on existing businesses rather than
overloading them. This would attract more players to the market. Collecting less tax from individual
entities but more overall "**’, Participants expressed the idea that by reducing levies on businesses,
they will in turn start to grow faster, other new businesses will emerge, and more job opportunities
will be created, in the end strengthening overall economy, and enabling greater revenue for the
security budget in the future.

Further asking other participants whether only businesses should contribute. This idea was
widely rejected. As one respondent stated, "The military is supposed to protect everyone. Imagine if
only businesses were paying; the military would end up protecting only supermarkets, leaving
residential areas to fend for themselves. You’d end up with an military meant for oligarchs, funded

solely by businesses—it's nonsense"4® .
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Opinions on Security Tax Responsibility

17

The current budget would be enough if money would be used correctly
B Business should be taxed more
B People should be taxed more

Everyone pays equally

Graph No. 3 Opinions on Security Tax Responsibility

During later interviews participants were asked if there should be incentives created for those
individuals and businesses that contribute more to the funding of the security budget and in the end
motivating others to do the same. This question got mixed feelings. About half agreed while half
argued that it would be a waste of time. Main argument against additional incentives was that “If we
create incentives, like making bus travel cheaper, we take that money away from other sectors. It
becomes a game of taking from one to give to another”'*®, further expressing that people should be

inclined to agree to protect their country, out of their civil duty and not because of selfish gains.

Respondents had mixed views on the security situation, with some finding it tense while others
considered it to be stable. Geopolitical factors, because of Lithuania’s geographical position, as it has
a common boarder with Belarus and Russia is frequently cited as a source of tension and uncertainty.
Many respondents note the importance of NATO membership in ensuring national security, providing
a sense of stability despite ongoing threats. However, concerns about the NATO alliance’s limitations
and Lithuania’s ability to defend itself independently are also noted. Some participants emphasize the
personal effects of these tensions, explaining how the current geopolitical situation affects their

decisions like investing in property or starting a business.

All participants agreed that in the last four years Lithuania has considerably improved its military
capabilities, particularly noting that in the last half-year more progress has been made than in the

previous twenty years. Nonetheless, concerns persist about the gaps in Lithuania’s military
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preparedness, including insufficient air defenses, a lack of drones, and bureaucratic issues regarding
the pace and transparency of purchases and decision-making. The question by whom and how much
should the funding for Lithuania’s security budget be increased. Most respondents support increasing
defense spending, while more than half of them would like to see defense funding level exceed 4%
of Lithuania’s GDP. Comparing Lithuania to Israel, commenting that a small country can and needs
to maintain a strong defenses against its aggressive tendencies having neighbors’. However, many
are still wary of the potential economic and social consequences of increased taxation, noting that

public alienation could undermine national unity.

Many participants agreed that both businesses and residents should share the responsibility for
the new defense tax. Although concerns are raised about the potential for businesses to pass tax
burdens onto their consumers, and the economic challenges posed by increased tax rates. As
mentioned by some participants, the main priority is to create a stable and business-friendly tax

environment to stimulate economic growth, which, in turn, could support higher defense revenues.

As interviews were performed some people explored the idea of offering incentives for those
who contribute more to the security budget. This idea was later asked by other participants. This
proposal received mixed reactions, some participants thought it would be a great way to encourage
people to contribute more, while others worried it might take money away from other important areas.
But a common point was that supporting national security should come from a sense of duty, rather
than selfish motives.

4.2. Factors Influencing Willingness and Trust.

Questions 5, 6, 7, 8, and 12 focuses on understanding participants’ thoughts on actions that would
increase their willingness to contribute towards security tax increase, the importance of trust in the
government, actions that leads to increased trust or distrust and their prognosis on how public trust
will change in the future. Question 5 is meant to deter what actions, besides trusts, influences
participants and their willingness to contribute more towards the new security tax. This question
explores other circumstances that could encourage others to pay more willingly for the increased
security tax. It helps uncover reasons such as fairness, transparency, communication, patriotism, civic
responsibility, which may operate independently of institutional trust. This question helps to
determine what leads to people’s willingness or vice versa. Question 6 directly asks to what extent
public willingness to pay more taxes for the security budget relates to their trust in the government.
This question tackles the main hypothesis, people do not trust the government, which is why they are

not willing to contribute to increased security taxes. Questions 7 and 8 aim is to help understand what
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specific actions government institutions can take to increase public trust and, in turn, encourage
willingness and motivation to support security budget through increased taxes and other means.
Participants named specific institutions they trust or distrust, giving arguments. This question
highlights which institutions play the biggest role in shaping public opinion and what changes could
make them more credible. Furthermore, participants were asked what institutions they trust and
distrust the most, further comparing them. For some participants it helped to derive a better answer
by highlighting how certain institutions might serve as examples for others to improve public
perception. This question provides main arguments why trust is important and how it can correlate to
people’s willingness to pay more taxes for the security budget. Question 12 ties it all together by
asking how trust in the highest government institutions and Lithuania’s military might evolve over
the next five years, given the current political and geopolitical situation. and ending the interview in
a good note. These five questions provide answers for analyzing how trust and other factors might

influence public willingness to contribute more towards security-related fiscal policies.

Taxpayers must choose between minimizing taxes to increase individual security for a short term
or choosing to pay taxes to benefit the public interest, thus creating a conflict of interest between the
taxpayer and the institution. In the face of uncertainty, it can be related to the taxpayer's financial
situation, which can pose various dilemmas (whether to stay in the country by paying more taxes, or
to devote more finances for personal security, perhaps even to short-term emigration from the
country, to take care of oneself, or to choose to trust a politician). As Cahyonowati, Ratmono and
Juliarto argue in their work, “Social norms can become informal institutions in society that can be
understood to realize tax compliance” **° or, conversely, hindering them. Research questions, based
on the social constructivist approach, examine the impact of established social norms regarding trust
in politicians and government institutions, whose accountability, competence, transparency and other
factors are part of the political agenda, on persons’ willingness to contribute more towards the security

budget through tax measures.

Questions 5-6 aim to find out what factors would increase participants willingness to pay taxes
related to state security and whether trust in government institutions in general can be a determining
factor in persons tax behavior from a security perspective. Usually, democratic countries rely on
voluntary tax compliance, “the realization that increased tax revenue can improve the living

standards of people and help deal with increasing deficit financing has brought to the fore the need

150 Nur Cahyonowati, Dwi Ratmono, Agung Juliarto ,“The role of social norms and trust in authority in tax compliance
dilemmas”, Cogent Business & Management 10, No. 1,(2023):2, 1-11.
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to improve tax compliance” 1. Analyzing participants’ answers, a connection is noticeable between
persons' willingness to pay higher taxes allocated for security and the perception that paid taxes can
improve their quality of life in terms of security, that is, that the state's ability to defend itself will

increase.
4.2.2. Public Trust and Willingness

The majority of the participants recognize this connection, Graph No. 4. 20 participants agreed
that the population’s willingness to pay higher taxes for security is fundamentally related to trust
in the government. The responses reflect a connection between the population's trust in politicians
and their willingness to contribute more towards increasing support for security. The gathered
research data supports the constructivism theory's main assumption that social knowledge influences
political and social behavior. According to Jimenez and lyer, “as the strength of social norms
favorable to tax compliance increases, personal tax compliance rates also increase”*2. This reveals

that social norms affect tax payment intentions indirectly through internalization.

Trust's Impact on Willingness

20

Trust has animpact B Trust haslessimpact ™ No opinion

Graph No. 4 Trust's Impact on Willingness to increase national security budget.

The conducted interviews revealed that peoples' trust in the government has a direct impact on
both the perceived fairness of the tax system and decisions regarding greater betterment of the state,
or in this case better security of the state. Appendix nr. 1. shows that the most mentioned responses
by the participants were: lack of transparency and control in how the finances are distributed,

ineffective communication of governmental institutions on security issues and the need to bridge the

151 T. Appiah, D. Domeher, and J. A. Agana “Tax Knowledge, Trust in Government, and Voluntary Tax Compliance:
Insights From an Emerging Economy*, Sage Open, (2024)

152 peggy Jimenez, Govind S. lyer, “Tax compliance in a social setting: The influence of social norms, trust in
government, and perceived fairness on taxpayer compliance”, Advances in Accounting 34, (2016):17, 17-26.
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gap between society and the military, furthermore lack of civil responsibility and patriotism in people
and the need to educate people on these topics, distrust in the actions and professionalism of
politicians, furthermore lack of unity as there are too much discourse between political parties,

external factors or lacking military capabilities and economic hardships.

Distrust of politicians and their actions. According to the interview responses, the purpose of
politicians is to represent the actions of the state, including matters involving the majority. It was
stated by participants that people may fundamentally distrust a politician because they do not see the
connection between his actions and their personal lives, "l would like to see clear results,
communicated properly and transparently. | don't have much trust in the mentioned institutions, so |
don't follow their activities closely. I lack an understanding of how politics impact people’s lives—it
seems to me like it's just a political career and nothing more. There’s a lack of professionalism,
awareness, and seriousness among politicians"'*3. It was observed that political actions do not reflect
the declared positions and ideas, “When there is a great division in the government, and those in
power talk about contribution, people do not believe their words, their actions and deeds do not
correlate with the existing discourse”***. The population lacks clarity regarding how the money is
being used, “People will definitely not run and pay their money when they do not know exactly what
and where it will be used for”**®, Lack of transparency, according to the analysis of the conducted
research, the distrust of the population is related to corruption in the state, which is revealed by various
situations, such as: not resolved scandalous cases revealing corruption, non-transparent purchases,
lack of control over the use of finances, lack of audits, lack of communication over the use of finances,
disbelief that the taxes paid will be used efficiently for security. According to participants’, "people
need to see that this funding is not going somewhere in vain"**®, "the most damaging factors are
money laundering, such things also come out and people’s trust, there must be clear communication
and transparency everywhere" 7. Poor communication with citizens. Communication and
transparency are interconnected, because to increase transparency one must communicate more
frequently and with higher clarity. Many revealed that they are lacking information regarding security
preparation and actions being taken, "As much as possible, reduce the uncertainty about where the
money is allocated. This would prevent talks about money laundering and similar disinformation.

Inform and talk about it loudly and widely... because right now, when asked, they just give vague
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answers"8 “very often emphasizes the price of equipment, but not its importance"*°. Furthermore,
participants noted that there is a problem with civic apathy among people living in rural areas, the
lack of simple, everyday language to persuade them of the necessity of preparedness for defense, and
differences in generational perceptions. Participants further expressed the idea that there is a huge
need to educate rural citizens on security issues. Lack of confidence in the ability to defend
successfully. Many participants acknowledged that huge strides were made to improve the military,
but many still acknowledge that it still needs to further modernize itself, “I would be encouraged to
contribute more financially if I would see a larger high-tech sector in the military, super-advanced
missiles, drones, overall super-advanced technology”!®. It is noticeable that even with increasing
support for the military, the services provided for it seem to be beneficial only for businesses, “As
long as our own attitude is that we can milk money from the military, people will not want to support
the military, contribute and donate, and pay taxes. We need to see real useful things done with our
money”®L, Such answers allow to model fairness or transparency as a function of creating trust in the
population, which is a determining factor in persons' decisions to contribute to increasing security

budget through taxes.

Participants gave counter arguments why people’s willingness towards higher security tax is
not fundamentally related to trust in the government. Based on participants’ answers, people do
not want to pay taxes only because they have not yet experienced or felt war. This idea includes
aspects mentioned by the participants, such as concern for security questions only arises after the war
already has begun. According to one of the participants "while your health is not on the line, hardly
anything will change"'®2, other participant stated, "the essential factor is the perception of the threat
by citizens"'%3, Another reason is the lack of education or lack of motivation, "As long as a person
does not feel a threat from a probable aggressor, he must feel at least some kind of an immediate
benefit for himself"%4. Some participants believe that the willingness of the population to pay higher
taxes is related to education and trust is less important, “Usually, educated people, those who have
graduated from schools, universities, who are interested in the life of the country, they always
understand the situation much better. That is why cities, big cities are always brighter"®®. According

to the theory of social constructivism, such factors can be understood as personal norms that are
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shaped by social knowledge and depend on its context. However, personal norms can encourage a
person to behave in a way that might be unacceptable to social norms and thus pushing them outside

what is socially acceptable®®®.

During the interview it was further revealed the relationship between public trust in security
related institutions and the willingness to pay higher taxes. It was believed that persons’
willingness to pay higher security-related taxes is determined by: trust in government and institutions,
transparency and communication, historical and sociological contexts, geopolitical situation, personal
financial capabilities and related motivation, assessment of government efficiency, and assessment
of the actions and effectiveness of military institutions. Government transparency and efficiency
are essential in motivating citizens to contribute to security improvements. During the interview it
was highlighted that insufficient trust in these aspects of government operations leads to unfavorable
public attitudes toward tax-related issues, including those related to security. This position is
illustrated by one of the participants who took example from his life and an example of other known
people, "There are many cases, even Jonas Ohman wrote about it in his book “Donbass Jazz”. When
the war in Ukraine began, soldiers needed equipment, he somehow managed to find equipment within
one or two days for a better price than the state, which has huge bargaining leverage and can buy in
large quantities. It was even 40 percent cheaper. Starting from this, it is not that there is a lack of
money, the money simply must be used properly. If I entrust my money to the government, they must
use it properly. Usually, the results are minimal, while the amount of money spent is substantial"®’.
The political collective experience gained through publicly formed discourse determines a negative
attitude towards the willingness to allocate personal funds for increasing security financing through
taxation. Communicative, historical, and sociological contexts encompass a broad range of
responses, revealing that distrust in politicians is a deeply rooted factor shaped by a long history of
negative collective political experiences “if people trusted the Seimas and other institutions more,
people would be much more willing to pay taxes. People don't trust budget allocation, budget
planning, and similar things*8. Also, the competence of institutions is not always trusted "there is
distrust in inconvenient government decisions that affect individuals personally and skepticism about
the government’s competence in making such decisions"*®®. The socio-economic experience of

citizens is also important, "It must be acknowledged that not everyone can contribute to these taxes

186 David Kalkstein, et al., “Social norms govern what behaviors come to mind—And what do not”, Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 124, No. 6, (2023):1023, 1203-1229.
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simply because they do not have a flexible budget that allows them to set aside money for such
purposes"1’®. A lack of clarity in communication creates an unfavorable 'veil of secrecy' around tax
payments, "people are not fully informed and do not understand how security institutions operate or
where the money is supposed to go. These matters are relatively closed off, and little information
about the use of funds reaches the public"!™t. The role of the military was essential when it comes to
the influence of security institutions in encouraging citizens to allocate more towards security tax,
"The military ensures security against external threats, while other aspects, starting with border
guards, police, firefighters, prison systems, and others, fall under the Ministry of the Interior's
responsibility for public safety"!’2. A subjective negative perception of the government and state
institutions leads to a feeling of being 'deceived’, “People distrust the government, which makes them
reluctant to support additional taxes. There have been instances where people felt deceived, and there
is often uncertainty about whether decisions are made by Lithuania's government or dictated by
Brussels. Overall, society lacks trust in the government™’3, When evaluating such responses, trust in
the government and its institutions emerges as the main factor, that depends on the social relations
and social order of the community. If people believe that the government and the institutions to which
individuals are delegated are honestly fulfilling their commitments, people will be more inclined to
contribute more towards security budget through taxes. The assessment of the geopolitical situation
is revealed as a socially constructed process.

On the other hand, if a person does not have a personal motivation to pay higher taxes, and the
lack of such motivation is determined by personal, social and political collective experience, they
may not agree to pay "Distrust in government has developed over many years. Members of the Seimas
either have criminal records or have been caught embezzling funds"t’*. If motivation is too low, a
person will not be inclined to contribute to a larger increase in the state security budget through tax
measures. Individual factors also come to light, describing citizens' financial situation, education,
available motivation, and perception of the reality of the threat. A person, for example, may have too
little interest in the geopolitical situation and may lack a realistic perception of the threat " | would
like to see from people greater involvement, to be more observant and have a genuine interest in the
geopolitical situation. This encourages a better evaluation of the circumstances"!”. Individual

unfavorable attitudes towards increasing taxes for security also demonstrate the need for public
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education "People are not inclined to part with their money. Therefore, we can always return to
education. Schools and universities should educate people, explaining how their contributions will
support national defense and improve the situation"'’®. When assessing the relationship between
citizens' willingness to pay higher taxes for security and trust in government and its institutions, both
social and psychological factors are significant, especially when making decisions regarding taxes in
situations where issues related to existential survival need to be addressed. The role of communication
is important because if the public understands that the threat is real and certain, they may be inclined

to pay higher taxes on defense.

Many factors that could raise peoples’ trust or willingness to increase national security are
interconnected and mentioned in both 5 and 7 questions. Analysis and categorizations of participants’
opinions is located in appendix nr. 1. Transparency and the need for stronger control was mentioned
by 21 participants, problems with communication regarding how the funds are allocated by 18
participants, lack of politician professionalism by 16, external factors, mostly the realization of threat
from neighbors, by 13, the idea that people are lacking civic responsibility by 12 and patriotism by 5,
economic hardships by 9, the need to bridge the gab between society and military by 6, lack of unity
between ruling parties and people 4, benefits for those who support security by 3, and overall

modernization of military by 1.

4.2.3. Institution with the greatest influence

When identifying the institutions with the greatest influence on trust in Lithuania and
their ability to encourage people to contribute more financially to state security measures through tax
initiatives (Table No. 4) (p. 50), the primary institutions (mentioned 15 times) were the military, the
Ministry of Defense, and other military-related organizations. Lithuanian military was perceived as
the "cornerstone of security"!’”. Although the analysis of the data obtained during the interview
revealed that the military should communicate more effectively with the public about its structural
transparency “The military is still haunted by the "golden spoons!’®" scandal, which certainly does
not help when discussing taxes. There is always the argument: how can we know where the money
will go if the state might once again purchase something like golden spoons?””*”°. On the other hand,

the military was identified as the main institution that inspires the most trust when it comes to national
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security. It was noted that the growing public trust in the military is determined by its increasing
publicity and active communication with the public "Trust in the Lithuanian military will grow
because it pays a lot of attention to educational activities, they produce podcasts and provide insights
into the roles and responsibilities of each battalion, commanders, the General Jonas Zemaitis
Military Academy, JKVM, KASP, volunteers, riflemen, through this communication, they convey the
message: "We will protect you™®, However, there were participants who felt that the military's
external communication with the public lacked a clear message ensuring the security of society in the
event of war. "Speaking of the military, | don't know how its preparation will work in the event of
direct aggression. They probably have the best communication of all state institutions, but it's hard
to say how they will fight when bombs start to fall"'8?,

The Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania was given the greatest importance when it comes
to its role in increasing public trust (mentioned 13 times). Participants provided positive and negative
arguments identifying Seimas. Positive arguments as why Seimas has the greatest influence on
increasing public trust in institutions: it has most significant role in shaping policies “It enacts laws,
collects taxes™82, decisive role in shaping the state strategy “it paints a picture of the direction the
state is moving in”!83, being the most visible, "We see them the most, their speeches, interviews,
conferences, and Seimas sessions"® the highest emotional value of communication, "most
important is the political message from the ruling majority. Because they maintain communication
and can convey the entire defense plan, the current situation in Lithuania, where we stand now"%,
When mentioning factors that have a negative impact on increasing public trust in government
institutions: consistently decreasing trust, leading to a decline in institutions prestige and the way we
look at Seimas "When it comes to the Seimas, my trust in them diminishes with every decision they
make. From what ['ve gathered from others, not everyone trusts the Seimas or the government
either."18 lack of reputation and competence requirements for members of Seimas "stricter selection
criteria should be implemented, with set higher standards. <...>. Currently, we see people with only
six years of schooling, former KGB agents, or individuals with criminal records, and they meant to
lead the country, such individuals would never qualify even for the military"8’. There were

participants who gave the greatest importance to the presidential institution (mentioned 8 times),
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because the President represents the state “if you look at who has the most followers in Lithuania, it's
former President Dalia Grybauskaité, and she still has a huge influence on people. Presidential
institution has the most influence on our country, because it is the position of the leader of our
state%, It was also believed that society tends to trust the institutions whose activities are perceived
as directly related to their lives and ensuring their safety "Typically, it’s the police, military, and
firefighters—those who provide rescue services—that earn highest levels of trust. Many people

perceive the government as a group of outsiders, making decisions from above on behalf of others"!¢°,

All military-related institutions
(Ministry of defense and LT
military included).

15

Seimas 13

President

Government
Media

Political parties

Ministry of Education

R (R [(NN[W|[W|[0

Ministry of the Interior

Table No. 4 Institution with the greatest influence (trust related).

When examining factors that could increase public trust in governmental institutions in order
to contribute more financially to state security measures through tax initiatives, the prevailing factor
was transparency and communication. Participants believe that the public should have a greater
awareness of how their taxes are being used, "What is being done with the collected taxes. There
needs to be more transparency, and the way they present everything needs to be simplified. Important
what is happening inside the institutions, we need more audits, and if possible, they need to be made
public more often"?°. The same is also necessary when it comes to the use of the funds meant for
security "At this moment, people only see how many millions are needed and that's it, but they don't
know anything about how and where the money comes from"°'. It should be noted that
communication about the distribution of money collected from taxes could be a factor in increasing
citizens' trust "There are reports about where, on what and how much money is being spent, but more
channels need to be used. An example is that basically only Ministry of National Defense Facebook

post talks about how much of the GDP is allocated to national defense this year, and that's it, when
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you turn on “DELFI” or “15min”, it's full of posts about various celebrities"'%2. Transparency and
competence are regarded as interconnected factors, "When a competent person who knows what he is
doing comes to work, trust in the ministry immediately rises. When it is seen that a suspicious, unclear
politician comes to a ministry where large sums of money are involved, trust immediately drops"*2,
Participants believed that members of the Seimas must enhance their personal reputation. “among
those who govern, there are people who are quite inadequate, some of whom have been subject to
pre-trial investigations, such people cannot be a ruling body <...> Restrictions must be imposed
because how can a person be one of the ruling bodies of the state when a criminal case has been
brought against him. That person should not be lynched, but that person cannot be a ruling body,
because he is not an example. He is not an example for the Lithuanian state and he cannot be the face
of the Lithuanian state"®*. One participant noted that there is a lack of a clear vision of what is going
to be done with the money for national defense and what will come of it “Everything seems to be at
the level of gossip. Why isn’t this issue presented clearly to the public? If people were informed that
discussions are taking place, it could help attract more people <...>. For example, if it were
communicated that a tax is being introduced specifically to increase the number of conscripts or for
similar initiatives, everything would be clearer. Currently, taxes are simply being raised without a
clear explanation, leaving people to wonder—what s the purpose?”’**®. Politicians could engage more
directly with people in person. This creates an impression of approachability and simplicity. " you
need to appear not only on social networks, but go live and communicate with people. The best way
to convey your message to someone is probably that direct contact. Because if you only see a person
on TV, they will seem distant to you, but when you see them “here ” talking to you, that's when that

trust grows"%,

4.2.3. Public trust in the next 5 years
Considering the assertions developed within the theory of social constructivism, as presented by
Dunning, Herreros and Criado®®, trust as a social phenomenon is constantly evolving and is
influenced by individuals' interactions with government institutions and their understanding of them.
Assessing how participants think public trust in the highest government institutions and

Lithuania’s military will change over the next five years, informants are hopeful because they
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believe that trust will increase at least in the military (Graph No. 5). When analyzing the data
obtained during the interview, it is noted that public trust can change depending on how well the
government and its institutions perform their functions and what kind of image their work will create
for the public to see. This is referred to as "actions of the government”, as stated in the interviews, "It
will depend on the actions. What they will do, what steps they will take. Everything will depend on
the work they complete. Whatever they make, the reaction they will get"'%8, “Everything depends on
their actions, if their actions build trust, then that trust will increase, everything is in their hands”%,
The military has the potential to increase public trust in the face of security threats. "There is trust in
the military, you can see how the military has changed since the restoration of independence, it has
become modern, it leans more towards Western countries. Trust in the military will remain in the
same dynamics and will increase even more™. The way how military attracts people can help increase
public trust in the military. “The military will definitely get stronger, because the military does a lot
to attract people, open days when you can come and look at various units and the life at the military

academy. Military is on a very good path, trying to inspire young people to contribute'?%,

It is noticeable that the growing trust in the military is contrasted with the decreasing trust in the
Seimas. Concerns are expressed about such a possible dynamic. “My bubble, at least the Vilnius
bubble, goes to self-defense, or survival courses, military organizes such things for civilians. | think
that within five years, trust in the military will increase. Trust in the Seimas, | am afraid, at least
among the residents of Vilnius will decrease”?’!. The majority agree that trust in the military will
increase, meanwhile trust in the most important state institutions is being assessed with caution.
”Trust in the military will certainly not diminish, regardless of what happens. Especially in such an
unstable geopolitical situation, the military will remain important as a cornerstone to show that we
are prepared. As for government institutions, I hope there won’t be many scandals with the current
administration. But anything is possible. Trust in political institutions may decline, while trust in

defense institutions is likely to remain steady"?%.
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Public trust in the next 5 years
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Graph No. 5 Public trust in the next 5 years.

4.3.Communication and Public Engagement.

Question 10 focuses on communication, while question 11 tries to argue that maybe trust is not
the most important factor. Question 10 is meant to explore communication aspect, as through it we
learn about good and bad deeds Lithuanian government performed. During the interview | prompted
participants to think about how communication strategies could be improved, further on participants
were asked about if we there is a fear-based messaging why one should participate more towards
national security and if so, should we shift from it to a more positive “patriotic”, outlook. People in
Lithuania should support increased national security funding and other means, not because there is a
war in Ukraine and Russia is viewed as a threat, but because the military is one of the most important
pillars of a society, and people should be proud of it, ultimately wanting it to be stronger. Question
11 introduced the idea that trust in the government, while important, may not always be the decisive
factor in influencing people’s willingness to contribute. It expands on the idea, that there are people
who trusts in the government but still doesn’t want to contribute to national security by financing it,
or by other means, and there are people who doesn’t trust the government, but they still try to improve
national security by any means they can. By using this example, participants reconsidered the
importance of trust, with many concluding that while trust is important, increasing a sense of civic
responsibility might be even more important to increase security-related initiatives. These two

questions changed the perspective of the entire trust and willingness correlation.
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4.3.2. Changes in communication

In response to question 10 about what communication is missing or what topics should be
expanded on, most respondents emphasized the lack of information about the Lithuanian armed
forces' preparations (mentioned 10 times) (Table No. 5) (p. 59), “There is no continuity in
communication—why we decided to make a purchase, the cost, when the purchase will be made, and
when the product will be fully implemented in Lithuania”?®, “show the goals and the existing gaps.
What is the budget, and what are the shortfalls?*4. Such information would help the public better
understand the situation and engage in discussions. As one of the participants emphasized, there is a
lack of disclosure “The question of shelters. What kind of shelters are they, a terrible thing, that's all
the communication, they say we have them but in reality we don't”’?%® shelters in Lithuania are usually
schools, gymnasiums, cultural, sports centers2®®, while in Scandinavian countries, one of the examples
is Finland, “construction of emergency shelters mandatory under apartment blocks and office
buildings ... 5.5 million people has some 50,500 bomb shelters that can fit 4.8 million inhabitants in
them in case of an emergency or an attack. It also found that 91% of the shelters are robust enough
to sustain an attack conducted with conventional weapons, while 83% are equipped to also provide

shelter from gas emissions or nuclear emergencies?’,

According to publicly available data published in 2022 “According to the Fire Protection and
Rescue Department, there are more than 1,900 collective security structures in Lithuania, which
could accommodate about 40 percent (or 1.2 million) of the country’s population. If we additionally
consider all structures in the country that have basements, or underground parking lots, all
Lithuanian people would find shelter in the event of emergency.”?°® These statistics sound impressive,
but how many of these structures could withstand direct artillery fire? For instance, in Ukraine,
schools have been shelled with tragic results. This highlights not only the inadequacies in
infrastructure but also the gaps in communication, which demand greater transparency and

discussion.
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The participants also mentioned the lack of information about the exercises: “The Lithuanian
Armed Forces could show more often that they know something or that they are doing something,
that they are actually ready for something or at least preparing for it”’?%° Although a lot of information
is already provided on the military’s Facebook?!® or Instagram?** pages, furthermore, larger exercises
are always reported by the media. As one of the interviewees states, “regardless of how much
communication there is, there will still be people who will say that there is too little information. The
most important thing is that people are informed about how they could contribute, because even if
information is available on every corner, someone will still be uninformed”?'2, Information about the
activities of the military and the Ministry of Defense is easily accessible, but a significant part of the
information is hidden or withheld due to security reasons, gaps in communication, or the

government’s distrust of the publics actions when it has all the information.

Many interviewed people admitted that current communication is too fear-based (mentioned
9 times), “The military is one of the main pillars of the state. Communication should not rely on fear
of war. People are genuinely afraid and feel that war is approaching, believing that we might end up,
like the Ukrainians, drawn into a conflict "**3. Constant exposure to fear-inducing narratives can lead
to widespread anxiety, heightened stress, and a feeling of helplessness among the population. Over
time, this can erode trust in leadership. Interviewed participants emphasized that threat inducing
communication may have an opposite effect on other people, “Communication should be made more
realistic, avoiding statements that suggest an attack on us would mean the end or, conversely,
downplaying the situation. Instead, it should present the true circumstances, with more precision,
clarity, and less intimidation <2, The same idea was also said by other respondent, “statements that
in two years, we'll be sitting in trenches because we'll be attacked can provoke reactions. People
might start thinking, if such trouble is looming, how can | buy a villa abroad Greece, where | can
escape and relax while others are sitting in trenches and risking their lives"?%°. This approach shows
that mentioning threats often do not build trust, but rather encourage citizens to think about their
personal safety, ,,A state should never resort to fear or constant intimidation to influence its people,
as this approach is ineffective. When people are told that war is imminent, they may not want to
contribute financially. Instead, they are more likely to focus on saving enough money to leave
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Lithuania”®*®. An excessive focus on scaremongering may not only discourage support but also
increase public anxiety and polarization. Instead, it is suggested to provide balanced information that
highlights both threats and solutions?*’. Television networks should work closely with the military
and its experts?'®, One responder noted that, in cases of provocation, the military typically issues
statements to clarify their position and reassure the public. Television could adopt a similar approach
by professionally explaining events, assuring that the situation is under control.

However, there were respondents who argued that scaremongering and excessive talks about war
Is not without reason. The current geopolitical situation requires close attention to threats, we live in
a tough geographical location. We are not Spain or Portugal. We have bad history with Russia®®®.
Talks of war will continue until hostile neighboring countries talk no better of us, thus our media is
responding accordingly?%. Participants also emphasized that the topic of war is inevitable because it
helps to better understand the importance and purpose of various security measures “If the
communication focused on the idea that we are preparing the military to prevent war, people would

better understand how the principle of deterrence works???,

Interviewees emphasized that communication should unite and mobilize society for joint
activities. “We should change the nature of communication, it shouldn’t be intimidating but
mobilizing and uniting for a common goal”???2. Media shouldn’t mostly talk about war and bad things,
because this can really weigh people down. People who do good deeds do not receive much attention

from the media®®

, one example was the preparation of two convoys to Ukraine. One of them was
jokingly called the “Small Convoy”??*, the other the “Big Convoy”??, organized by Lithuanian
journalist A. Tapinas. Usually, public figures who have a large number of followers receive media
attention while smaller campaigns are not really publicized enough. Journalists and other people
could try to publicize such things. Of course, the tone, intonation, and selected sentences are
important, it is necessary that this does not have a frightening effect on people but unites them?2°.

One of the examples given by participants is Lithuania’s support for Ukraine, which encouraged a
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sense of patriotism and unity: “It sparked patriotism not only for Ukrainians but also for Lithuania
itself. It sparked a desire to defend our territory”??’. Furthermore, participants emphasized that
unifying communication could promote a sense of community and encourage citizen engagement.
“For people who wish to contribute to defense efforts, additional activities could be organized, along
with the creation of communities and initiatives similar to the Riflemen's Union”?28, Communication

must promote not only emotional support, but also active public engagement.

Regarding communication, patriotism was mentioned 8 times besides trust. The development
of patriotism is an integral part of the creation of a civil society. “patriotism is both an inherently
admirable attribute and an essential motivational basis for good citizenship“??®. As one of the
interviewees states, “they receive the greatest influence on patriotism from the family. People in the
education system, educators, can exert influence”?3°. The family and school become the most
important links that can pass historical narratives, moral values, and cultural traditions that form the
foundations of patriotism, “schools have important roles to play in cultivating civic intelligence,
friendship, and competence, and it is vital to our collective well being ... they understand what virtues
are and what virtuous patriotism would entail.”?! These processes help shape personal values,
promote state unity, and can enhance trust. As one of the participants admitted, “there is a lack of
promotion for patriotism, schools should be promoting it more. One way to achieve this could be by
emphasizing the grandeur of Lithuania in history lessons”?*?. Emphasizing achievements and
historical victories in education can instill pride?3. Patriotism can be instilled through commonly
shared symbols, holidays, or historical narratives. Therefore, integrating these elements into the

education system can effectively encourage patriotism.

The military itself increases patriotism in people. As one participant states “the military itself, it
encourages people. ... to introduce people to what happens in the military, the people who live there,
that there are ordinary people who work in the military”?*. Familiarizing people with the military
will increase their trust in it. As Max Margulies and Jessica Blankshain observe?3, “familiarity with

the military is associated with greater trust in it“?3. According to an article published in the American
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Journal of Political Science, it will eventually lead to increased trust in governmental institutions
“Conscription forces individuals to reconsider their identity, their personal attachments and their
definition of the political community, and in doing so, it develops a civic identity and loyalty toward
the institutions?%’. This idea suggests that raising public awareness of the military help build greater

trust in governmental institutions.

Participants also noted the importance in commemorating historical dates such as January 13,
February 16 or March 11, according to one of the participants?®, it preserves historical memory and
encourages a sense of patriotism in younger generations, which can enhance civic virtue
“understanding the merits of their country and having grown up a part of it, they would predictably—
but not invariably—acquire a form of patriotic attachment that could play a central motivating role
in civic virtue“®°, This is especially important in the modern context of globalization, when many

young people may feel less connected to their national roots.

Civic responsibility, while linked to patriotism, is a broader concept that involves not just
love for one's country but also a duty to ensure its well-being. One of the participants’ stated that
“a mature citizen thinks about the whole community, not just about himself, not just what the state
can give him, but what he himself can give back”?*°. As mentioned by American scholar T. Ehrlich it
is important not only to teach people important skills but “enable them to make their own civic
judgments and thought them how to act on those judgments”?'. This approach illustrates that
education of civil responsibility is not only about transmitting information, but also about forming

moral and social responsibility.

Education of Civic responsibility should not be limited to state institutions. As one of the
participants expressed the idea that institutions, private sector and the media should contribute more
actively and promote these messages more broadly?2, emphasis on the private sector. Sweden has
implemented the Total Defense Doctrine, in which every member of society, including civilian
companies, plays arole in its national defense. Even ordinary companies, not traditionally associated

with the military, are included?®. This approach ensures that all sectors, not just the military, are
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involved in responding to threats against the country’s security “Sweden s total defence involves the
whole of society. Total defence is the range of activities required to prepare Sweden for war and
consists of two areas of activity — military defence and civil defence”?**. To ensure such idea’s success
a broader education of civil responsibility is needed that would include various groups and
institutions. Lithuania is trying to implement a similar idea, but as stated by various participants, it

still needs to improve?®.

It should be mentioned that on November 15 a new cooperation agreement was signed between
The Ministry of National Defense, the Ministry of Education, Science and Sports and the Lithuanian
Riflemen's Union?*. This agreement is meant to strengthen the civic and patriotic education of
schoolchildren. Furthermore, civic and defense skills training was fully implemented this autumn?*’.
Members of the Riflemen’s Union visit every school for three consecutive days once a year. They
teach students how to prepare an evacuation kit, how to survive in the forest, how to prepare for a
hike, and how to understand the basics of weapon operation (how weapons work), one of the aims
are to reduce fear of weapons and dispel myths surrounding them?*. This year alone many strides

were made to improve patriotism and civic responsibility among people.

Category Mentioned by participants
10 Show Lithuania's preparedness. 8,9,10, 12,13, 14,15, 16, 17, 20
. |
9 Commun.lcatlon needs to be less 3,6,10,12, 17, 22, 24, 25, 27
- threatening
Q 8 Education of patriotism 8,11, 12, 14, 18, 19, 24, 27
o
= Education of Civic responsibility 11,13, 15, 16, 26
q) . .
£ 5 Communlcatlon needs to be more 4,57 14,21
9 unifying
E 4 Educate how to prepare. 1,10, 11, 22
4 There is a reason why there is so 9,18, 21, 26
much talk about war.
1 Make communication clearer 2

Table No. 5 Changes in communication.

24 Government Offices of Sweden, “Total defence®, government.se, accessed December 26, 2024,
https://www.government.se/government-policy/total-defence/

245 Ministry of National defence, “Strategic provisions”, kam.It, accessed December 26, 2024,
https://kam.lIt/en/strategic-provisions/

246 Ministry of National defence, “Krasto apsaugos ministerija, Svietimo, mokslo ir sporto ministerija bei Lietuvos
Sauliy sajunga sutaré stiprinti mokiniy pilietinj ir patriotinj ugdyma”, kam.It, accessed December 26, 2024,
https://kam.lt/krasto-apsaugos-ministerija-svietimo-mokslo-ir-sporto-ministerija-bei-lietuvos-sauliu-sajunga-sutare-
stiprinti-mokiniu-pilietini-ir-patriotini-ugdyma/

247 |RT.It, “Pilietikumo ir gynybos jgiidziy kursas devintokams: ne tik teorinés Zinios, bet ir praktika”, LRT.It,
accessed December 26, 2024, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/2082497/pilietiskumo-ir-gynybos-igudziu-kursas-
devintokams-ne-tik-teorines-zinios-bet-ir-praktika
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4.3.3. Importance of Trust

During the interview participants were asked various questions. During the questioning some
participants changed or better expressed their opinion on the importance of public trust. As it is seen
with the 11th question, where an example is given about people who don’t trust the government but
still support increased taxes and other measures to enhance Lithuania's security, while others although

trust the government are unwilling to participate in the preparations for national security.

The majority agreed that trust is important although only three participants agreed that public
trust is the most important factor when increasing taxes for the security budget or participating in
other security related activities while another three said trust in the government don’t have that much
of an importance. Patriotism, civil responsibility, and the fear for the state were the three most

mentioned aspects, with half of participants giving them more significance than trust.

Category Mentioned by participants
Trust has an impact 3,5,6,11, 15, 16, 22, 25
Existential crisis for the state 4,8,13,18,19, 20
@ 4 Trust ha-s an impact, Civic 14, 23, 26, 27
o responsibility
g 3 Trust has an impact, Patriotism 12,19, 23
€ 3 Trust is the most important aspect 2,10, 24
é 3 Trust is less important 9,17, 20
= 1 Trust is important for Unity 21

Trust has an impact but on a more

1
overall scale

Table No. 6 Importance of Trust and other factors.

The majority agreed that trust has huge importance in discussions about raising taxes for national
security. Participants emphasized that trust in the government has huge importance due to the
transparency and assurance it provides regarding fund distribution. Main argument was, “Trust in the
government has the greatest influence. Because if people trust the government, they don't have any
additional questions about where the funds go”?*°. Similarly, another participant stated, “It will be
easier to allocate more money to national defense, causing less public outrage?°. This reflects Pierre
Rosanvallon's view, “trust is an institutional economizer, in that it eliminates the need for various
procedures of verification and proof. The gap between legitimacy and trust has been a central
problem in the history of democracy”?. Trust simplifies governance and boosts public support for

249 2 Respondent
250 10 Respondent
251 pierre Rosanvallon, Counter-Democracy, Politics in an Age of Distrust, (Cambridge University Press, 2008), 4.
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key initiatives, such as taxes to improve security budget, by enhancing confidence in government
transparency and accountability.

Civil responsibility

Civil responsibility can be interpreted differently by everyone based on their personal
perspective. For some, civic responsibility is the right and duty to vote or follow the rules, while for
others, it is love for their country and the preservation of traditions. Civic responsibility can be
associated with one's native country, its values, cultural heritage, duties, rights, or belonging to a
social or cultural community. "The cognitive definition of citizenship embraces respect for the state,
its language, symbols, history, culture, and traditions, as well as for other citizens and differing
opinions; a duty to the state (defence, involvement in public life, voting, paying taxes, restraining
misbehavior); working for the state; love for the country; and self-sacrifice for it”2°?. Libertas
Klimka, in his work, defined civic responsibility as "the conscious understanding of personal duties
to the nation and the democratic state, the ability to defend one's own and fellow citizens' rights and
freedoms, striving for the welfare of Lithuania"?®3. Similarly, Jurgis Dieliautas wrote in his work that
"civic responsibility is a shared interest for all of us"2>*. Both views emphasize that civic
responsibility involves individual duties and collective efforts that bring members of society together

to work for the greater good of the state.

Other participants emphasized the ethical and practical aspects of civic responsibility. For
instance, “The voter is the employer. His vote determines who will be elected to parliament and who
will work there. It is very convenient to blame the elected politician. He is responsible for something,
but we elected him. The state is not the Seimas alone"?%°. This statement shows that following ethical
standards in daily life promotes trust and strengthens civic values. Civic responsibility involves
contributing to the state's well-being, "What can the state do for me and what can | do myself <...>
A mature citizen still thinks about the whole, not just about himself, not just what the state can give
him, but what he himself can give back"?%. These responses reflect Klimka’s and Dieliautas’s views
that civic responsibility involves both individual rights and contributions to society. The interviews

reveal that civic responsibility can transcend personal opinions about governance, “There are people

252 Marius Smetona, “Pilietiskumas lietuviskuose leksikografiniuose $altiniuose, jaunimo pasaulévaizdyje ir medijy
tekstuose “, Vilnius University press 19, (2024):18, 17-30.

28 Libertas Klimka, “Tautiskumas ir pilietiSkumas: atskirtis ar dermé?”, Vilniaus pedagoginio universiteto leidykla,
(2007):128, 127-141.

2% Jurgis Dieliautas, “Pilietiskumo kontekstai: politikos jpilietinimo problematika”, Politologija 53, No. 1, (2009): 80,
73-80.

2% Respondent 14

2% Respondent 26
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who may not agree with the government's various decisions, but would still contribute to Lithuania's
defense system. Civil responsibility can be the basis for contributing to the defense system. Because
it is your civic duty as a citizen of the country” 2%’. Civic responsibility relies more on a sense of duty
to the nation than on trust in government. Many participants believe that civic responsibility includes
individual actions and a dedication to the state's well-being in both theory and practice. This notion
is perfectly summed up by John F. Kennedy's inaugural address, "Ask not what your country can do

for you—ask what you can do for your country"28,
Patriotism

In the research performed by Marius Smetona, it is stated that the majority ties patriotism with
respect for their country, its people, culture, language, history, past, and national symbols?>°. Smetona
categorized in his research how people usually associate patriotism. Darius Kuolys defines patriotism
as “loyalty and love for one’s homeland, created by their ancestors—it is a characteristic of a citizen,

260 Kuoly’s emphasized the emotional connection to one’s homeland, presenting

his virtue
patriotism as both a duty and a personal value. Marius Smetona notes that “patriotism and civic
responsibility are intertwined, since citizenship also encompasses social aspects of life (intolerance
of criminal activity, voting, paying taxes, civic duties, working for the state, respect for other
citizens) ”’?1. These views emphasize patriotism's twofold nature: a personal dedication to one's
country and a collective duty within the community. Smetona categorizes patriotism as the respect
for a nation's culture, language, history, and symbols. This theme was described by one participant,
"Trust, communication, and political image, combination of these aspects, are the key element,
alongside thinking about Lithuania. Patriotism shapes the individual aspect"?%, Patriotism is seen as
a personal duty linked to respect for the nation and its identity. This idea suggests that patriotism

starts with valuing one’s country and its principles.

Another important part of patriotism, according to Smetona, is taking care of and looking after
one’s home country. A participant reflected on this by saying, "I think we all look at it pragmatically.

If you’ve built a house here, and you know your parents have a home here as well, all that remains

257 Respondent 27

2%8 John F. Kennedy, “President John F. Kennedy's Inaugural Address (1961)”, archives.gov,
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/president-john-f-kennedys-inaugural-address

259 Marius Smetona, “Pilietiskumas lietuviskuose leksikografiniuose $altiniuose, jaunimo pasaulévaizdyje ir medijy
tekstuose “, Vilnius University press 19, (2024):21, 17-30.

260 Darius Kuolys, “Kosmopolitinis pilietiskumas — jaunimo i$tautinimo jrankis?”, propatria.lt. accessed December 29,
2024, https://www.propatria.lt/2013/12/kosmopolitinis-pilietiskumas-jaunimo.html

261 Marius Smetona, “Pilietiskumas lietuviskuose leksikografiniuose $altiniuose, jaunimo pasaulévaizdyje ir medijy
tekstuose “, Vilnius University press 19, (2024):23, 17-30.

262 Respondent 12

62


archives
https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/president-john-f-kennedys-inaugural-address
https://www.propatria.lt/2013/12/kosmopolitinis-pilietiskumas-jaunimo.html

is to defend your property. The patriotic and nationalist perspectives overlap.?%. This statement
illustrates a pragmatic perspective on patriotism, where the protection of family, property, and
heritage is integral to preserving the nation. Also, it emphasizes that personal connections to the land
supports patriotic feelings. Smetona notes that many ties patriotism with sacrifice for the homeland,
“A true patriot is ready to sacrifice his happiness, wealth and even life for the country «4. A
participant noted, “Change only comes from patriotism <...> because you understand why it is
needed 2%, This response represents patriotic sacrifice—putting the nation's needs above personal
safety. Emphasizing the importance of prioritizing national welfare over personal gain. The idea of
defending the homeland is reflected in the statement, “Patriotism, the belief that the miliatry should
be better, more prepared”’*®®, This participant emphasizes the need for preparedness and strength to
protect the nation's sovereignty. It reflects a practical approach to patriotism, where defense
capabilities are seen as a critical component of national pride and security. Provided responses
illustrate how Smetona’s categories are reflected in participants way of thinking. Kuolys and Smetona
view patriotism as a civic duty, emphasizing its role in personal virtue and active involvement in
society and politics. These insights emphasize the relationship between personal responsibility,

collective action, and national identity.
Existential crisis for the state

Existential crisis for the state — when a foreign country is trying to invade your country people
go defend their country because of patriotism or because of civil responsibility? Both concepts
express the ideas that people try to improve their country because of their love for it. "Civic
responsibility, on the other hand, is active participation in public life, defending not personal but
collective interests, that is, the interests of a specific societal group. Patriotism is a binding love for
one’s homeland and nation"?%". A patriot may not always go to vote, but in times of crisis, they will
strive to ensure the well-being of the people and the country. Meanwhile, a civic-minded individual
can act appropriately in both situations. Therefore, a truly civic-minded person cannot exist without
at least some degree of patriotism. "The brotherhood fostered by patriotism encourages civic

responsibility and care for common affairs. Patriotic feelings are the glue that consolidates political

263 Respondent 19

264 Marius Smetona, “Pilietiskumas lietuviskuose leksikografiniuose $altiniuose, jaunimo pasaulévaizdyje ir medijy
tekstuose “, Vilnius University press 19, (2024): 23, 17-30.

265 Respondent 18

266 Respondent 23

267 \/ytautas Sinica, “Katalikas — patriotas, ne idiotas”, susivienijimas.lt, accessed December 29, 2024,
https://susivienijimas.lt/straipsniai/vytautas-sinica-katalikas-patriotas-ne-idiotas/

Darius Kuolys, “Kosmopolitinis pilietiskumas — jaunimo iStautinimo jrankis?”, propatria.lt. accessed December 29,
2024, https://www.propatria.lt/2013/12/kosmopolitinis-pilietiskumas-jaunimo.html
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communities and states; without them, people could not thrive or live well"?%®, Patriotism without
action may lack depth, as true patriotism often manifests through practical contributions that align

with civic responsibility.

Many participants indicated that existential threat for the state is and should be the most important
motivation on why a person should help with the security efforts. “It may be a little different with
defense, despite the fact that a person does not really trust the governing institutions, he may still be
inclined to pay taxes because it is an existential issue for the state*?®°, “if you see that the state is
facing an existential threat, your duty is to help it“?’°, “People must understand what the percentage
allocated for defense is for, that it is intended to defend them and keep them alive and healthy. Or at

least they could say that we are free*?"?.

Civil responsibility and patriotism, both concepts have ties with the security preparations of the
state. It is seen that even when participants directly mention patriotism they in reality talk about civil
responsibility. Nonetheless it is hard to categorize existential crisis for the state to only one of the
concepts. But because a civic-minded person cannot exist without at least some degree of patriotism,
the desire to secure own country against foreign forces would be more appropriate to be categorized
with civil responsibility.

5. Conclusion

Research was conducted to assess the individual patterns on how public trust in security-related
institutions links with support for national defense budget growth. Conducted research evaluated the
situation both strategically and personally. The findings revealed that while trust is important, it is
not the only factor that impacts people’s willingness. Public trust was defined as people’s confidence
in the actions of the government to do what is right and fair. The identified individual patterns show
that transparency and individually perceived efficiency of government institutions emerged as the
leading factors in influencing a persons’ willingness to contribute more to strengthening security.
These issues diminish public trust and create disparity between citizens and those in power. Issues
with transparency mostly came because of poor or lack of communication about public fund
allocation and perceived unprofessional behavior among political leaders. Politicians and Lithuania’s
government are lacking continuity, as seen by the fact that when a government changes,

essential projects of the previous administration are frequently not carried on to the following term

268 K estutis K. Girnius, “Patriotai, tévyné ir patriotizmas”, Naujasis Zidinys-aidai 1, (2016):42, 33-45.
269 4 Respondent

270 13 Respondent

271 20 Respondent
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of office by those newly elected only to spite them. These problems erode trust in government
institutions. Despite this, during interviews, it was found out that trust is not the primary cause of
people to support increased security funding. The majority of the participants, even those who lack
trust in the government, expressed readiness to contribute financially because of their fear of external
threats, patriotism and civil responsibility. As was discussed in the paper, patriotism and fear for
external threats ties into civil responsibility and it can outweigh distrust in institutions when it comes

to matters of national security.

During the interview participants shared their thoughts on Lithuania’s geopolitical and military
situation. While the majority perceived the geopolitical situation as tense due to existing borders with
Russia and Belarus many also felt a sense of preparedness, noting that signs of troop movement from
those countries would be evident and it would give time for our military and our allies to react.
Discussions on Lithuania’s military capabilities were mostly optimistic, highlighting that more
advancements were made during the last four years than in the last decade, especially it is the case
with the last half of the year. Participants saw and highlighted improvements in the expansion of the
military industry, signing contracts with international companies like Rheinmetall, further
cooperation with allies especially in the case of the establishment of a German brigade, and the

decision and capability to increase conscription and the plans to create the first Lithuanian division.

However, with all the positives there are also negatives. All participants highlighted flaws in
Lithuania's defense capabilities. Concerns indicated inadequate air defense capabilities, a lack of
drones (worsened by the limits on all Chinese components), older generation weaponry, poor living
conditions for conscripts, insufficient training equipment or long queues for those who want to serve.
Participants further associated a lack of transparency with bureaucratic inefficiencies, including
purchases that are not only delayed but also take an excessively long time to process, with items often
arriving only after several years, followed by additional time required for their implementation.
Despite these issues, this analysis has shown that nearly all participants supports increasing the
military budget, with many even want it to exceed 4% of GDP in the foreseeable future, but they also

expressed uncertainty that by taxing businesses, people would have to pay twice.

These findings emphasized the issues of transparency, professionalism, and communication to
enhance public trust and to improve the perception of military readiness. Communication strategies
should focus not only on security threats but also on promoting values such as patriotism and civil
responsibility. Many participants expressed their thoughts that the current communication needs to

be less threatening as this approach might discourage people and result in more people emigrating.
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Instead, the emphasis should be on the desire to fund the security budget and the military as it is one
of the country's fundamental pillars. Military should be highlighted as a source of national pride
further demonstrating the tangible improvements made in defense capabilities, this way of
communication can instill a sense of unity and trust among people, leading to their willingness to

Improve security tax increase.

Public trust in institutions has huge importance, but it is not the sole determinant when addressing
security-related matters, civil responsibility is. As those people who feel civic responsibility towards
their country go vote, care for what is happening in the country, engage in the country's political life,
and love their country. These people usually already know the danger that could happen if they
disregard security issues, and they often support their country with little trust in the government. By
addressing institutional shortcomings, ensuring transparency and how the fund are being used in
security-related institutions, further emphasizing civic responsibility and patriotism, Lithuania can
encourage greater public support for national security measures, strengthening the country's overall

resilience.
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7. Appendices
Appendix nr. 1. Actions that increase people's willingness.

Actions besides trust (question 5)

Actions that could raise Public Trust (question 7)

Actions that increase willingness (questions 5 and 7)

Times mentioned

Participants who
mentioned

Times mentioned

Participants who
mentioned

Times mentioned (Same
participants don’t count)

Participants who mentioned

Transparency and control

12

4,5,6,9, 11, 13, 16,
19, 22, 24, 25, 26

Transparency and control

11

1,2,3,4,8, 10,16, 17, 18,
20, 27

Transparency and control

21

1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10, 11, 13, 16,
17,18, 19, 20, 22, 24, 25, 26, 27

Problems with

Problems with

Problems with communication 2,4,5,6,8,9, 10, . 5,6,9,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, . 2,4,5,6,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
o 12,13, 18, 27 Comm‘ig'cat'on 17,18, 22, 23, 25 Comm‘ig'ca“o” 15,17, 18, 22, 23, 25, 27
Lack of professionalism 5 11 1216 Lack of professionalism 4,710 12,17, 18, 19, 20, Lack of professionalism 3052; ;g ;zll ;g ;S 17, 18, 19,
4 T 13 22,23, 24, 26, 27 16 T e

External factors

13

7,10, 14, 15, 17, 19,
20, 21, 22, 23, 24,
26, 27

External factors

External factors

13

7,10, 14, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22,
23, 24, 26, 27

Civic responsibility

3,11, 14, 18, 21, 24,
26

Civic responsibility

1,7,13,14,17, 20, 21

Civic responsibility

1,3,7,11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 20, 21,
24, 26

7 7 12
Current economic situation. Current economic situation. Curre_nt economic
1,2,3,8, 23,25, 27 19, 22 situation. 1,2,3,8,19, 22,23, 25,27
7 2 4
Bridge the gap between society and Bridge the gap between Bridge the gap between
the military 13,14 society and the military 1,10,12,21 society and the military 1,10,12,13,14,21
2 4 6
Education 05n patriotism 2 19, 20, 26, 27 Education on patriotism i Education 05n patriotism 2 19, 20, 26, 27
Lack olf unity 12 Lack Zf unity 12, 25, 26, 27 Lack (;f unity 12, 25 26, 27
Benefits for those who support Benefits for those who Benefits for those who
security 2,3,10 support security - support security 2,3,10
3 3
N - Overall modernization of Overall modernization of
Overall modernization of military - -
17 military - military 17
1 1
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Appendix nr. 2. Questions and answers.

Respondents answered the following questions:

How would you assess the security situation in Lithuania from geopolitical and Lithuanian military
perspective? (LT. Kaip vertinate LT saugumo situacijq geopolitiskai ir is Lietuvos kariuomenés
puses?)

How do you evaluate the decisions made by previous governments to strengthen Lithuania’s security?
(Few examples what was done: contract with Rheinmetall, HIMARS artillery system, increase in
military conscripts, purchase of tanks))

(LT. Kaip vertinate buvusios valdZios sprendimus stiprinant Lietuvos saugumq?) Ar per daug ar
permazai ? (keli pavyzdzZiai kas buvo padaryta: kontraktas su Rheinmetall, HIMARS artilerijos
sistema, Sauktiniy didinimas, tanky pirkimas))

How do you envision Lithuania's security situation in five years?

(LT. Kaip jsivaizduojate Lietuvos saugumo situacijq po penkeriy mety?)

. What is your opinion regarding the new defense tax? (interviewer thoughts on what percentage would
be enough)

(LT. Kq jus pats manote apie prisidéjimo prie krasto gynybos mokescio ? (Asmeninis rysys, kq
pasnekovas galvoja, kokio procento reiktu?))

. What factors or actions would increase your willingness to pay higher taxes to support state
security measures?

What factors right now do you believe have the greatest influence on citizens' willingness to
contribute more financially to state security?

What actions Seimas, the Presidency, or the overall Government could take and would
personally encourage you to support increased state security funding through taxes?

Are there any other instances when government or institutional actions may improve your

readiness to contribute financially to state security activities via taxes?

(LT. Kokie veiksniai ar veiksmai padidinty jisy norq mokéti didesnius mokescius susietus su

valstybés saugumu ir jy priemoniy rémimu?

Kokie veiksniai dabar, jiisy manymu, labiausiai jtakoja pilie¢iy norg finansiskai prisidéti prie

valstybés saugumo?
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10.

Veiksmai, kuriy galéty imtis Seimas, Prezidentiira ar Vyriausybé, kurie Jus asmeniSkai paskatinty
paremti didinamg valstybés saugumo finansavimg per mokescius?

Ar yra kity atvejy, kuomet valdZia ar institucijy veiksmai gali pagerinti Jisy pasirengimq
finansiskai prisidéti prie valstybés saugumo veiklos per mokescius?)

In your opinion, to what extent is the public’s willingness and readiness to pay more taxes for the
security budget related to their trust in the main government institutions responsible for national
security? (For example, they do not trust the government, which is why they don't want to contribute
to taxes?)

(LT. Jiasy asmenine nuomone, kiek stipriai visuomenés noras ir pasiryzimas mokéti daugiau
mokesCiy saugumo biudzetui susijes su jos pasitikéjimu pagrindinémis uz valstybés saugumgq
atsakingomis valdzios institucijomis? (Pavyzdys, galbiit nepasitiki valdzia, dél to nenori prisidéti prie
mokesciu?))

In your opinion, what could increase public trust and what could key government institutions do
to increase public trust and encourage people to contribute more financially to state security
measures through tax initiatives?

Please name specific institutions and any actions they could take that would build trust and motivate
public support for increased security funding through taxes.

(LT. Jiasy nuomone, kas gali padidinti visuomenés pasitikéjimq ir kaip pagrindinés valdZios
institucijos galéty didinti visuomenés pasitikéjimq ir paskatinti Zmones labiau finansiskai prisideti
prie valstybés saugumo priemoniy mokestinémis iniciatyvomis?

Nurodant konkrecias institucijas, kokiy veiksmy, jos galéty imtis, norint padidinti pasitikéjimqg
vyriausybe bei motyvuojant visuomene, norint paremti didesnj saugumo finansavimg)

Which institution, in your view, has the greatest influence on Lithuanians' trust in state
governance?

(LT. Kokia institucija, Jiisy nuomone, daro didZiausiq jtakq Lietuvos gyventojy pasitikéjimui
valstybés valdzia? (Sulygint institucija kuria nepasitiki su kuria pasitiki))

What form of public tax for increasing the military budget would be both fair and effective?

(LT. Koks valstybés karinio biudZeto didinimo mokestis, surenkamas is placiosios visuomenés, biity
ir teisingiausias, ir efektyvus?)

In your view what type of communication regarding the state’s preparedness for war, military
conflict, or assurance of public security would encourage people to willingly contribute to security

measures financially through tax initiatives?
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(LT. Kaip jius manote, kokia komunikacija apie valstybés pasirengimg karo ar karinio konflikto
atvejams bei visuomenés saugumaq uztikrinimq biity reikalinga, kad visuomené biity pasiryZusi savo
noru prisidéti prie saugumo priemoniy didinimo savo lésomis per mokestines priemones?)

In your opinion, how important is people's trust in the government and people's approval of the desire
to increase GDP for the defense budget? (Example, some people trust but doesn't want to contribute,
some people doesn't trust but still wants to contribute)

(LT. Jiusy manymu ant Kiek yra svarbus Zmoniy pasitikéjimas vyriausybe ir Zmoniy pritarimas norui
pakelti gynybai skirtq BVP? (Pavyzdys, kai kurie Zmonés pasitiki, bet nenori mokéti, kai kurie
Zmonés nepasitiki, bet vis tiek nori prisidéti))

How do you anticipate public trust in the highest government institutions and Lithuanian
military will evolve over the next five years, considering the current political climate and recent
political decisions?

(LT. Jiasy nuomone, esant dabartinei politinei situacijai ir priimamiems politiniams sprendimams,
kaip visuomenés pasitikéjimas auk$ciausiomis valdZios institucijomis ir Lietuvos kariuomene

keisis per ateinancius penkerius metus?)
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Respondent answers

1 PasSnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba viesajame sektoriuje.

Dél vykstancio karo Ukrainoje liidna, stovime ant rizikos slenksc¢io. Vargu ar pilnai jmanoma i§ vis pasiruosti
tokiai situacijai, jei netikétai prasidéty karas Lietuvoje. Galbiit nejmanoma pilnai tam pasiruosti, bet tai
nereiskia, kad néra verta tam skirti léSy ir kuo daugiau jdéti jégy, kad biitume bent minimaliai pasiruose.
Saugumo situacija juda labai j gera puse. Litidino kad uzsakyta technika gaus vélai. Dziugu, kad judama j gera
puse ir kariuomené turés zZymiai daugiau ginkluotés ir geresnj apriipinimg. OptimistiSkai j tai, kad Lietuva
planuoja formuoti divizija. Tai reikalaus pinigy, bet tai tikrai stipriai paveiks situacijg Lietuvoje ir prisidés prie
didesnio Sanso islaikyti valstybe krizés ar karo atveju.

Sunku atsakyti nes keiCiasi valdzia, ziliriu gana optimistiSkai. Visos politinés partijos yra pasiekusios
konsensusg kalbant apie sauguma, ir a$ tikrai nemanau, kad situacija pablogés. Spé&jimas, kad situacija gerés,
arba iSliks panasi.

Jei stipriai pradésime kelti BVP procentg kraSto apsaugai, galime pamirsti ir kitas labai svarbias sferas.
Galiausiai nebus kam ginti valstybés, nes Zmonés bus nusivyle. 3% jau skamba kaip Lietuvai neblogai. Jeigu
sugebétume tai pakelti iki 3,5 proc., manau, tai bty pats geriausias rezultatas, kokj Lietuva gali turéti artimu
metu.

Manau, kad didziausig efekta daro esama finansiné ekonominé padétis, bei pasitikéjimas paciais politikais,
kariuvomene. Jei zmonés nepasitikés nei paciais politikais arba jy tiesiog nejtikins, kad tikrai reikia kelti
mokescCius ar daugiau skirti 1€Sy kariuomenei, zmonés tikrai nebégs ir nenorés mokéti savy pinigy, kai nezinos
tiksliai, ant ko ir kur jie bus panaudoti.

Yra zmoniy, kurie, nepaisant to, net jeigu dabartiné valdzia jiems nepatinka, vis tiek jie suprasty svarba, vien
1§ istorijos ir vykstanciy aplink mus jvykiy, suprasty svarba, kad net jeigu jiems dabartiné, biisima ir esama
valdzia, nepatinka, reikia skirti 1éSy valstybés gynybai. Dauguma Zzmoniy zitri j politikus ir tai kad jie
reprezentuoja valstybe, tod¢l smarkiai yra susije, kaip politikai paaiskins butinybe kelti mokescius.

Jeigu Seime yra politiné jéga, kurig Zmogus pasitiki, sunku pasakyti ar labiau jis bus linkegs mokeéti didesnius
mokescius, bet jis maziau abejotu, ar tinkamai tos 1éSos bus skiriamos.

Zmonés néra linke atsisveikinti su savo pinigais. Todé¢l visada galima grjzti prie §vietimo. Mokyklose,
universitetuose $viesti zmones, pasakoti, kaip jy skiriami pinigai prisidés prie valstybés gynybos ir situacijos
gerinimo.

Glaudus rySys tarp visuomenés ir kariuomenés tam labai gali padéti. Jeigu zmogus supranta, kas vyksta
kariuvomenéje, kodél biitent jiems, kodél kariuomenei ir krasto apsaugos ministerijai reikia daugiau pinigy,
galbtt Zmonés toliau didziulio noro neturés mokéti daugiau mokesciy, taciau bent jau supras, kam to reikia ir

galbut tai paveiks jy apsisprendimg. Galbt jie bus labiau linkg prisidéti prie mokesc¢iy didinimo.
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Kariuomeng iki dabar persekioja auksiniy Sauksty skandalas ir tai tikrai nepadeda kalbant apie mokescius, nes
visada yra argumentas, kaip mes galime zinoti, kur nueis tie pinigai, jeigu vél valstybé nupirks auksiniy
Sauksty.

Turéty biiti grazintas serialas “Garbés kuopa”. Serialas, pasirodyty juokingas, ta¢iau man tai tikrai sudaré labai
didelj jspadj ir prisidéjo prie labai teigiamo jvaizdzio apie Lietuvos kariuomene. Cia buvo pats pirmas
prisilietimas prie Lietuvos ginkluotyjy pajégy. Svarbu mazinti atotriikj tarp visuomenés ir kariuomenés. Tai
veélgi gali biiti, masiné kulttira, Svietimo programos, galbiit kazkokie renginiai organizuojami kariuomenés ar
jeigu tai per didelé nasta kariuomenei, bty tie patys Sauliai.

Seimas ir prezidentas, nes daZniausiai mato $ias institucijas tiek internete, televizijoje. Kadangi jos labiausiai
atstovauja valstybe kaip tokig. Prisideda Svietimo ministerija, nes nuo pat mokyklos lygio, glaudziau
bendradarbiautu su kariuomene, su Sauliais. Bet kokia institucijy veikla, kuri padéty zmonéms geriau pazinti
kariuomeng ir tiesiog turéti glaudesnius santykius su ja.

Apmokestinti visus zmones. Taciau taip, kad tie mokesciai nebuity drastiskai stipriai pakelti, kad tai nepaveikty
per daug zmoniy. Visi bendrai tikrai galim mokéti daugiau mokesciy, taciau jei tai per daug stipriai trenks per
kiSeng, tai ta vertin¢iau neigiamai. Jeigu apmokestinsim tik versla, tai vis tiek tai kirs per visy zmoniy kiSenes,
nes didés visos kainos. Manau, kad bent jau minimaliai kazkokj efekta turéty tai akcizy didinimas. PVM
didinimas sunku pasakyti, ar suveikty. Biisima valdzia galétu apmokestinti didesnes pajamas gaunancius
zmones, taCiau klausimas, kaip | tai reaguos vidutiné klasé, ar nereiks, kad ji dar labiau pradés mazéti
Lietuvoje.

Kiek esu pats pastebéjes, tai nepaisant kiek tos komunikacijos yra, vis tiek atsiras zmoniy, kurie sakys, kad jos
yra per mazai. Svarbiausia, kad Zmonés bty informuoti, kokiais buidais jie galéty prisidéti nes jeigu net ant
kiekvieno kampo bus prieinam informacija, vis tiek kazkas bus neinformuotas. Manau, svarbu, kad zmonés
zinoty, kaip kas veikia ir tai jau biity paciy zmoniy pasirinkimas, ar jie tai rems, ar ne.

Kalbant apie informacija 1Sy leidime, Cia prieiname prie gan jautrios temos, kiek turi bati skaidri ir atvira
kariuomené, nes tai susije su nacionaliniu saugumu. Tikrai ne visa informacija turi biiti vieSai prieinama.

AS sakyciau, kad tai susij¢ su bendru jsitikinimu, kad Zmonés nepasitiki politikais, daug kam tai yra purvinas
reikalas. Jeigu zmonés iSreisSké pasitikéjimg ir jaucia kaZzkokias simpatijas esamai vyriausybei, tai tikrai
prisideda prie jy noro kelti BVP. tai yra susij¢ bendrai su visomis institucijomis. Jeigu Zzmogus nepasitiki
institucija, jis tikrai nebus linkes jai skirti daugiau pinigy, net jeigu ta pasakys jy mégstami politikai. AS
priskir¢iau pasitikéjimg bendrai, net ne politikais, o pacia politika (paciu demokratijos principu.)

Labai optimistiskai nusiteikes Lietuvos ateitimi. Turiu tam tikry abejoniy, ar nauja valdzia iSkels prioriteta
sauguma, kiek apie tai kalbés, nes manau dazniau bus kalbama apie $vietima, sveikatos apsaugg. Taciau esu
jsitikines, kad situacija tikrai nepablogés, vien dél to, kad turime tokia situacija pasaulyje. Manau, kad tikrai

bus skiriama démesio tiek naujos ginkluotés pirkimui ar kariuomenés modernizacijai.
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2 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi kariuomenéje

Vertinu neblogai. Ties saugumu pastaruosius metus buvo jdéta labai daug darbo. Norétysi kad sprendimai butu
priimami greiciau.

Daug gery sprendimy. Rheinmetall gaminant ginklus, visos procediiros susietos su biurokratija ir logistika
praeitu greiCiau. Labiau reikétu investuoti i oro gynyba. Nes tankas be uzdengto dangaus, kaip vienas karys
misio lauke. Tanky reikia bet tai, padaryta dar per anksti, bet tai yra diskusijy klausimas.

Investuojama skaidriai, gynybos biudZetas yra didinamas nemazu tempu. Manau saugumo situacija pagerés 5
mety laikotarpi.

Manau kad neuztenka dabartinio mokescio. Manau reiktu daugiau investuot j gynybg, nes negyvenam labai
saugioje aplinkoje. 4% gynybos biudZetui yra tikrai siektinas dalykas ir mes turétume to siekti.

Prie§ jvedant naujus mokes¢ius reikia atsizvigti ar tie mokesciai nekenks gyventojams. Reikétu kelti
minimalius atlyginimus, labiau atsizvelgti j jautresnes Zmoniy grupes.

Triksta komunikacijos. Jaunimas supranta kas yra Salies gynyba. Taciau senesni zmonés labiau linke galvot
kam ¢ia to reikia, niekas miisy nepuls. Taip pat yra nemaza dalis, ty vadinamy ,,vatniky®, zmoniy kurie palaiko
Rusijos vykdomus veiksmu. Reiktu kad daugiau biity komunikuojama kodél ir kam to reikia, kokia nauda i$
to. Atsizvelgti j regionus, kuriuose Zmonés yra labiau linke remti Rusijos veiksmus, juos kviestis, patriotiskai
nuo mazy dieny bandyti parodyti kad Rusija nesielgia gerai. Tai turétu biiti investuojama ne metus ir ne du
apie tai jau turétu bt Snekama labai ilga laika.

Zmoném turétu biiti aidku ir suprantama ir automatidkai turétu atsirast kazkokios garantijos. Uz valstybes
parémima galétu atsirasti premijos. Eilinis Zmogus Zitiri, o kas man i$ to? Jeigu zmogus Zinos kad mokant
papildomus mokescius, tam tikroje srityje atsiras kazkokios garantijos ar lengvatos. Turi atsirasti apiumpama
nauda. Turi atsirasti garantijos.

Labai susyja. Nes jvykiai kaip ¢ekiuky skandalas labai sumazina Zzmoniy pasitikéjima. Jei valdzia darys viska
skaidriai ir negrobs turto tada visuomenei irgi atsiras noras mokéti mokesc¢ius nes zmonés zinos kad mokesciai
bus investuojami jy naudai.

Bendrai triiksta skaidrumo. Valstybinés institucijos turétu dazniau praeiti auditg, kad nepasikartoty ¢ekiuky
skandalai. Turétu bati jvesti apribojimai, valstybés pareiginams, kurui, kanceliarinéms prekéms. Bendrai
triksta skaidrumo ir kontrolés.

Visos valdzios institucijos daro jtaka, bet seimg ir prezidentiira matome daugiau.

Didieji verslai turétu biiti apmokestinami papildomai, neturétu liesti mazyjy versly. Taip pat manau reiktu
papildomai apmokestinti zmones su didelémis pajamom. Konceptas kuo daugiau uzdirbi tuo daugiau mokesciy
sumoki. Pritaria draudimo apmokestinimo sprendimui bet kad jis neimtu pirmo turto.

Turétu daugiau $nekéti kariuomenés atstovai, jie turétu dazniau bendrauti su visuomené, KAM turétu labiau

klausytu jy nuomoniy. Papildomos spaudos konferencijos kuriose aiskintu kur eina zmoniy 1éSos. Turétu
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zmonéms lengviau viskas biti aiSkinama, daug buitiSkiau, nes dabartiniai politikai viska aiSkina labai
abstrak¢iai, sudétingais terminais. Nes nevisi Lietuvos Zmonés turi aukstg i$silavinima viskam suprasti.

Turi biiti geriau iSkomunikuojama pirkimy, mokesciy, visa nauda. Komunikacijos stoka.

Pasitikéjimas valdzia yra didziausia jtaka. Nes jei zmonés pasitiki valdzia tai jiems nekyla papildomy
klausimy, kur 1éSos nueina. Reikia parodyti Zzmoném nauda, argumenta, kodél yra renkami mokesciai.

Sunku atsakyti, nes priklauso nuo valdzios atstovy priimamy sprendimy. Jei Zmonés matys rezultatg ir
apc¢iuopiamg nauda, pasitikéjimas kils. Jei bus toliau tesiama retorika “jeigu nepatinka valdzia, i$sirinkit kitg”

pasitikéjimas toliau kris.
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3 Pasnekovas (Respondent), pasienietis

Vertina gerai. Siuo momentu nematau iSorinés grésmés. Jei Rusija pradés kelti reikalavimus, kol Lietuviai ir
EU visiskai juos ignoruos tai konfliktas galimas, bet po kol kas, kiek Zinau, tokiy susidirimy néra.
Papraséiausias pinigy plovimas. Rheinmetall gamykla yra gerai bet yra puikus pavyzdys kaip 41 metais
Vokieciai uzpuldami Rusijos pasienio zong, sutriuskino didziaja dalj kariuomenés. Kuo daugiau kariuomenés
ir karinés infrastrukttros bus prie EU Rusijos pasienio tuo bus didesni nuostoliai, kuo daugiau pritempsi tuo
daugiau i$mesi. Pasienis turétu biiti neutrali zona. Strateginis gylis?’? turétu biiti daug toliau. A§ matau tik
véjais taskomus pinigus, triksta drony, pirminio sutikimo priemoniy (minos, bunkeriai, paslépti jrangos
sandéliai), priemoniy kurios pirmajg valanda smarkiai uzlaikytu priesa.

Vertinu kad bus tas pats. Cia dar stumdysis ilgai ir nuobodziai. Nematau iki iol uzvirimo tagko.

Dabartinio biudzeto pakanka, kam kelt daugiau. Manau per daug jau yra leidziama. Didesnis rémimas gal ir
gerai bty jei tie pinigai buity skaidriai leidziami. Biudzetas kurj mes turime, jo pilnai uztektu jei negrobstytu
pinigy, nepirktu daikty uz padidintg kaing, arba nedarytu abejotinos reikSmés pirkiniy skirty gynybai.
Pirmiausia turi buti pasitikéjimas valstybe. Jei valstybe Zmogus pasitiki jis jg gins, tai neturi nieko but déta
finansiskai tai yra jo namai. Taip pat dabar daugéja pabégéliy kurie nemyli Lietuvos taip stipriai kaip savo
gimtosios $alies, o daug Lietuviy yra emigrave, jau ir kam gint nebéra. I§ vyriausybés komunikacijos netriiksta,
ziniasklaida apie korupcinius skandalus daznai pranesa, bet po to veiksmai biina per silpni.

Labai stipriai. Kaip Zmogus pasitiki valstybe jis pats uz ja kovoja. Pavyzdys su “Ziemos karas?’®” kuomet,
daugybe Zzmoniy, kilus pavojui tévynei, patys ¢jo ja ginti. Valstybé turi stimuliuoti Zmogy, pavyzdziui,
vykstant Lietuvos nepriklausomybés kovai, kiekvienas uz laisve kovojantis karys gavo zemés “Kariy zemés
reforma®’#’. Dabar karo metu pinigus gauna tie, kurie nekovoja, zmonés, kurie turi stambius verslus ir daro
pinigus uz karg. Karo pramoné lobsta kol patys kariai ziista. Taip pat didelg¢ jtaka daro socialiné nelygybeé.
Skaidri valstybés finansiné politika. Skaidrus pirkimai, kad visuomené bitu labiau informuota apie pacius
pirkinius. Bei didesné atsakomybé¢ ir nuobaudos zmonéms, kurie pasisavina ar sutinka uz pirkinius mokeéti
neadekvacias kainas. Reiktu kad paprastas zmogus zinotu viska, turétu buti jsteigta komitetas kuris patikrintu
kainas ant kiek jos adekvacios.

Nezinau. Priklauso nuo valdanéiyjy vykdomos politikos. Net kariuomené priklauso nuo partijos, juridiskai
nepriklauso, bet partijos vis tiek sprendzia kiek skirti pinigu. Visose ministerijose visur tas pats: néra kontrolés
pirkiniams, néra skaidrumo. Triiksta audity. Daug dideliy pirkiniy net kariniy yra politiniai sprendimai.
Dabartinio biudzeto uztektu, jei naudotu pinigus, kur reikia. Karas vyksta kaip diplomatai nebesugeba susitarti.
Visuomené nenori karo. Kaip politikai, ar tarp valstybiy esantys valdzioje Zzmonés nesusitaria tuomet vyksta
karas, o preteksto jau paskui ziiiri. Reikia vengti karo, o ne skelbti pastoviai kad bus karas.

Cia esminis dalykas. Bet kad ir atiduotum visus pinigus krasto gynybai, vis tick nebiisi stipresnis uz Rusus.

272 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strategic_depth
213 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winter_War
274 https:/fwww.vle.It/straipsnis/zemes-reformos/
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12. Tik blogés. Lyginant su 90-91 metaus su dabar, tai skiriasi kaip zemé ir dangus. Toks vaizdas lyg griztama
prie valdzios buvusios prie§ Lietuvos Nepriklausomybés atkiirima: valdzioje partiniai, draugai, pazjstami,
gimingés, ta pati korupcija toliau klesti. Mazai kas pasikeite, technologijos pasikeite, viskas atrodo eina j priekj,

taciau dalykai kaip socialiné nelygybé ir politiné korupcija toliau drasko akis.
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4 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi VRM

Saugumas artimiausiu laikotarpiu bus aktyviausia tema. Praeityje buvo padaryta klaidy dél ko ta situacija
galétu bati geresné. Sauktiniy panaikinimas, bei per daug jautémés saugiis, nes esame NATO dalis. Dél to
Siandieng turime ne iSléto didinti pajéguma bet skubéti prisivyti ko nepadaréme per du deSimtmecius.

Kryptis yra teisinga. Buvo priimti logiski sprendimai. Reikia daryti iniciatyva kuri skatintu karinés pramonés
atsiradimg Lietuvoje. Mes per trumpa laikg bandome padaryti labai daug. Bendrai vertinu gerai.

Sunku pasakyti, saugumo situacijos skirtumas gali biti labai didelis. Gali biit kad pasiseks ir per $itg laika,
sustiprinsime sauguma, bet gali buit kad Rusija gali pratestuoti mus per greit ir per anksti.

Manau kad miisy gynybos finansavimas tikrai néra per didelis ir greiciau net per mazas zilirint j situacija,
turétume buti kaip Baltijos Izraelis. Izraelis kaip valstybé yra geras indikatorius ko reikia mazai $aliai norint
atgrasyti daug ar didelius priSus esancius aplinkui. Per pastaruosius deSimtmecius buvo Siek tiek tas saugumas
per mazai akcentuojamas. Dabar per gana trumpa laika norint prisivyti reiks kosminiu sumy ir net 20% nuo
BVP nebiity per daug, klausimas tik kaip ta maksimaliag sumg iSgauti nesuzlugdant Salies ekonomikos,
nepadarant to per didele nasta bei neskaldant visuomengs.

Pritariu kad tikslingai didétu. Bet reiktu jsivertinti kiekvieno mokescio jtaka, kad tas efektas Zmonéms biity
kuo mazesnis. Manau planuojamas 3% nuo BVP yra per mazas, 4% turétu buti visiSkos grindys ir turétume
judeti link 5-6%

Svarbiausiai kad Zzmonés tikétu, matytu ir biity paaiSkinta, kaip tiksliai tas mokestis pagerins Lietuvos
sauguma, kas uz jj jvyks. Turi biiti skatinamas zmoniy pasitikéjimas jog tas mokestis bus panaudotas
efektyviai, ir tai turés realy efekta Lietuvos gynybos stiprinimui. Negali biti jokiy neskaidriu pirkimy ir
skandaly kas griauty pasitikéjima. Labai svarbi kontrol¢ ir auditai, vieSai skelbiamos iSvados, kaip buvo
jsisavintas biudzetas. Skaidrumas ir efektyvumas ir to gebéjimas iskomunikuoti yra esminiai dalykai.

Tas rySys yra. Labai svarbu mazinti Sesélj nes dydis yra susyjas su nepasitikéjimu valdzia. Pasitikéjimas
valdzia isties yra reikSmingas veiksnys. Papildomai mokesciai gynybai yra saugumo klausimas, Zmongés jaucia
grésme, ir nesunku matyti ry§j norint apgint valstybe uz dyka tai nejvyks. Apgynus valstybe, apginsi savo
namus. Taciau Sis mokestis ne taip, kaip, pavyzdziui, mokestis keliy tiesimui, neturi labai didelio rysio tarp
pasitikéjimo valdzia. Taéiau nors ir zinant kad valdzia yra netobula mes visi norim saugios Lietuvos.

Auditai, skaidrumas. Daugiau reiktu susitelkimas ir lyderysté partijose gynybos klausimais. Pasiryzimas
uztikrint skaidrumg ir visiSka netolerancija visiS§kai korupcijai. Daugiau demonstruojamos lyderystés,
jsiklausimas j kariuomenés patarimus. Noréciau Zinoti kad politikai sifilo pasitilymus ne dél to kad jiems
politiskai paranku bet kad tai buty derinama su kariuomene bei komunikacijos su visuomene. Taip pat turétu
biti neggsdinama, kad mes esame nesaugus, bet akcentuojama kad mes norime ir galime biiti stiprus.
Zmoniy pozitris labai skiriasi j visas institucijas. Bendrai paémus tai pacioje vyriausybéje ir seime. DaZnai
biina neracionalus naratyvas, kad visi valdzioje vagys, bet tuo paciu i$ tikryjy atsiranda politikai kurie duoda

zmonéms taip galvoti. Turétu biti grieztesni filtrai dél teistumy patenkant j seimg arba vyriausybe. Auditai,
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kiekvienas jsisavintas euras turi buti audituojamas. Turi biiti LABAI grieZtos baudos politikams uz korupcija.
Taip pat grieztas neleidimas dalyvauti politingje veikloje jei Zzmogus turéjo bédy su korupcija. Korupcija yra
vienas baisiausiy dalyky mazinanciy pasitikejima. Turétu biiti O tolerancijos.

Zmongs linke galvoti kad reiktu versla apmokestint daugiau, bet i§ kitos pusés verslas vertina stabilia
mokesting aplinka, dazni mokesCiy pasikeitimai néra gerai. Akcizo didinimas malonumo prekém, kaip
alkoholiui ar cigaretéms, galétume didinti. Tuo tarpu kuro akcizo kélimas padidins asmenines, transportavimo
bei logistines islaidas. Bendrai gynybos fondo pasitilyma vertinu priimtinas.

Skaidri aiski informacija kuri uztikrintu apie leidziamas 1ésas. Taip pat lyderystés bei vizijos komunikavimas,
svarbu kalbéti ne tik apie nesaugia geopolitiné padét, bet ir eiti per pozityvia komunikacijos prizme, kad mes
esam pasiruosia padaryti viska, kg reikia kad biitume saugus ir stiprus. Turétume keisti komunikacijos pobudj,
jis turétu biiti neggsdinantis, o telkiantis ir vienijantis bendram tikslui

Turi ry$j, zmogus pasitikintis seimu, bus apskritai labiau linkes mokéti didesnius mokes¢ius. Su gynyba gali
buti truputi kitaip, Zzmogus nepaisant to kad nelabai pasitiki valdan¢iosiomis institucijomis jis vis tiek gali biit
linkes susimokét mokesCius nes tai yra egzistenciné tema valstybei. Jei buity didesnis pasitikéjimas bty
daugiau Zmoniy kurie prisidétu prie gynybos

Pacia kariuomene pasitikéjimas isliks aukstam lygyje. Ypac¢ dél to kad kariuomené rengia jvairias iniciatyvas
su visuomene, aprodo technika papasakojama apie kariuomenés darba, labai svarbu yra kariuomenés ir
visuomeneés salycCio taskai. Svarbiausia tokias iniciatyvas iSlaikyti.

Seimu ir vyriausybe, kol kas po dabartiniy seimo rinkimy mazina pasitikéjima. Ypac dél naujos busimos
valdancios partijos pirmininkés rinkéjy apgavimu. Tai tik skatina naratyva kad valdzioje melagiai. Startas néra
geras, ypac dél lyderiy skaidrumo, kurie dalyvaus formuojant vyriausybe. Matant dabarting pradzia sunku

sakyti kad pasitikejimas kils. Svarbiausia susiformavus vyriausybei kad neprisidirbtu daugiau skandaly.
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5 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privaciame sektoriuje.

Situacija néra gera, ir pergyvenu dél to, kad esame labai maza valstybé ir negalétume apsiginti jeigu pradétu
bombarduoti nuo pasienio, yra baimés.

Visada galima pasakyti, kad buvo galima kazka geriau daryti. Labai gerai padaré, kad padidino $auktiniy kiekj
ir jvedé biitingjg tarnyba, nes mes gyvenome pasaky Salyje 20 mety kuomet net nereikéjo priverstinai tarnauti.
Galima sakyti kad Lietuva rengiasi geriausiai i§ visy Baltijos valstybiy ir Sové | virSy, bet viskas visada gali
pasibaigti labai greitai.

Kariuomene bus pasitikima, visuomenéje jausime stipresnj stubura, dél to, kad jaunimas nebus tokie lepsiai.
Noréciau daugiau suzinoti kur yra naudojamos 1éSos. Noréciau zinoti kur nueitu tie papildomi pinigai, nes ne
pinigy kiekyje yra esmé. Labai nenoréciau suzinoti kad kazkiek milijony buvo pavogta ir kazkur dingo.
Triksta labiau skaidrumo bet ir komunikacijos

Noréciau matyti aiskius rezultatus. Kad tai buty tinkamai iSkomunikuota, ir skaidru. Nelabai pasitikiu
minétomis institucijomis, todél nelabai domiuosi jy veikla. Man tritksta suvokimo, kaip politikas lemia zmoniy
gyvybes, man atrodo kad politikai daro karjeras ir viskas. Truksta profesionalumo, politiky suvokimo,
rimtumo. (pvz. Grazulis)

Skaidrumas ir komunikacija. Jei zino¢iau 100 procenty kad tie mokesciai nedingtu, Zmonés noriau mokétu
tuos mokescius. Skaidruma galétu gerinti. Labai jdomi id¢ja, kuri ateina i$ vakary, daryti ilgus 3 valandy
politiky podkastus. Sakau 3 valandy ilgumo dél to kad per tokj ilga laikotarpj Zzmogus sunkiai galétu apsimesti
ir privalétu parodyti savo tikrasias mintis (jis nesugebétu pasiruosti j visus klausimus dél to tektu jam kalbéti
nattiraliau). Politikas gal ir nusi$nekétu, kai kuriais klausimais, bet ar visi klounai, kaip visi klounai.
Zmonéms néra aisku kokia tarnyste atlieka, kai kurios institucijos, ir kodél jos i§viso egzistuoja. Su kariuomene
aisku, jvykus nepaprastai padéciai ar karui, ji uztikrintu, kad visos kitos vyriausybés Sakos veiktu, uztikrintu
ju kasdienj darba. Bet institucijos kaip prezidentiira ar seimas, a$ suprantu, kad jos leidzia jstatymus ir renka
mokescCius bet be to triksta suvokimo. Trukta buitinés komunikacijos.

Pasitikiu Ziniasklaida. Nepasitikiu institucija kuria maziausiai domiuose, Zinau.

IS Gynybos fondo pasitilymo yra jdomi saugumo jnaSo koncepcija nes jei turi pinigy papildomiems
draudimams tai turbiit turi pinigy ir susimokéti papildomus mokesc¢ius. Keliant mokesc¢ius verslui galiausiai
viskg reiktu sumokéti ne kiek verslininkams o gyventojams. Biity gerai atskirti verslus kuriems iSties tas
papildomas mokestis stipriai apsunkintu versla. Taip pat manau gera idéja yra akcizy kélimas.

Gera idéja bty zmonéms, kurie norétu prisidéti prie gynybos, biity sukuriama papildoma veikla, biity kuriama
bendruomené. Panasiai j Saulius, bet ¢ia biity labiau laisvalaikio forma.

Tai yra siejami dalykai, nes yra svarbu kuomet planai, yra tinkamai jgyvendinami, pagrjsti ir iSkomunikuojami.
Tai kelia pasitikéjima.

Pasitikéjimas augs arba iSliks toks pats. Tai nebus dél pastangy stokos, o bus dél zmoniy mastysenos

nepasikeitimo.
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6 Pasnekové (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba vieSajame sektoriuje.

Lyginant su pragjusiais keturiais metais Lietuvos saugumo situacija yra smarkiai pasikeitus j gerg puse ir
manau jdéjus daugiau pastangy ji tiktai geres.

Vertinu gerai, gamyklos statymas, Sauktiniy skai¢iaus didinimas geri sprendimai. Bet yra tam tikri sprendimai
kurie nebuvo visai gerai apgalvoti, vienas i$ jy yra tanky pirkimas.

Jeigu viskas eis taip kaip dabar tai Lietuvos saugumo situacija bus tikrai daug stipresné ir gal net ateityje
pasieksime 4 procentus ar gal net gi daugiau.

Krasto gynybos mokescio kélimas yra geras dalykas. Solidarumo jnasai ypac leis labiau jtraukti paprastus
zmones prie krasto gynybos. Nesvarbu ar yra grésmé ar ne, didinti krasto gynyba reikia vienaip ar kitaip.
Pilie¢iy norg stipriai jtakoja pasitikéjimas valdzia, kariuomene, visa valstybe, labai svarbu didinti pasitikéjima,
nors tai padaryti néra lengva.

Smarkiai tritksta skaidrumo, biity puiku jei institucijos i§samiau ir aiskiau pateikinétu nuveiktus darbus. Jie ir
dabar yra pateikiami bet triiksta vieSinimo. Mato tik tie kas i$ tiesu domisi, norétysi kad apie tai kalbétu daugiau
ir pasiektu didesne auditorijg net tuos zmones, kurie nelabai domisi tokiais dalykais, tai paskatintu labiau
susimastyt, pagalvot ir net paremti. Galétu valdzioje esantys Zzmonés kalbéti buitiSkiau ar artimiau tiems
zmonéms kurie maziau gaudosi politikoje ar institucijy veiklose, kad jie bty labiau jtraukiami.

Pajamy didinimas visada gerai bet tai neskatintu zmoniy mokéti daugiau mokesciy. Labai daug sudaro kaip
viskas yra komunikuojama. Zmonés kaip girdi skandalus jie Ziiiri, kad kazkas yra daroma blogai ir daznai
neigiama komunikacija uzgniauZzia teigiama, reikétu dazniau kalbéti apie gerai nuveiktus darbus.

Zmonés niekada nenoréjo mokét mokesciy bet be jy neissilaikytu valstybé. Tai yra susyja su pasitikéjimu
valstybe ir jvairiomis institucijomis. Triiksta skaidrumo, norétysi matyti kas yra daroma su mokesciais.
Skaidrumas ir komunikacija. Kas yra daroma su surinktais mokesciais. Turi buti daugiau rodoma, kas yra
skaidriai daroma ir supaprastinti viska, kalbéti buitiskiau. Didelis dalykas yra, kas vyksta institucijy viduje.
Reiktu daugiau audity, dazniau juos paviesinti jei jmanoma.

Seimas, nes jo mes matome daugiausia, jy pasisakymy, interviu, konferencijas, seimo posédzius. Taip pat
Lietuvos kariuomene nes nemazai matome jos, vienas i$ pavyzdziy yra jos organizuojami renginiai, bei tai kad
ji sugeba uztikrinti sauguma.

Pelno mokescio kélimas nebloga idéja, manau didesni verslai galétu daugiau net prisidéti. Kelti akcizus
alkoholiui, tabakui (nebtitinoms prekéms). Manau, kad 4 procentai biity gerai, norétysi net daugiau.

Reikétu komunikacija pakeisti realistiskiau, neraSyti, kad uzpuolus mus, bus galas arba atvirksciai, rasyti tikra
situacijg. Truksta tikslumo, aiSkumo, maziau ggsdinimo. Bus ar nebus karas, mes nezinome. Reiktu didinti
gynybg vien dél to, kad valstybé biity pasiruoSusi bet kokiems atvejams. Kad parodyti pasauliui, kad mes
stiprus, turime stipria kariuomene, kuri vis tiek yra valstybés pagrindas.

Labai svarbus dél gynybos bet ir apskritai kalbant apie mokes¢ius.

Sunku pasakyti, a§ manau pasitikéjimas didés bet tai labiau priklauso nuo valdanciosios valdzios.
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7 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM, dirba privac¢iame sektoriuje.

Situacija gan saugi. NATO yra stiprus aljansas dél to karo tikimybé¢ yra labai maza bet niekada nezinia, kas
gali buti ateityje. D¢l to reiktu neuzmigti ant laury. Kalbant apie geopolitiné situacija, kaip prasidéjo karas
Ukrainoje, NATO S$alys sugeb¢jo efektyviai susivienyti. Jei atsitiktu panasi krizé vél susiimtume ir atliktume
tai kas btina atlikt, apsaugant savo teritorijg.

Vertinu pozityviai, per naktj niekas nepasidaro, daug biurokratijos yra. AS nustebes, kad tiek daug pasieke
Lietuva per penkerius metus, vertinu tai labai pozityviai.

Norétysi matyti krasto apsaugai skirta biudzeta bent 3.5% tai buity realistiska. 4% biity geras rodiklis, gera
siekiamybé. Tikiuosi kils parama krasto gynybai.

Kelti biudzetg butinai reikia, kur kelti yra komunikacijos klausimas. Paklausus zmogaus ar nori mokéti
mokescCius jis pasakys ne, bet pateikus tai kitoje §viesoje zmonés manau biity labiau suinteresuoti mokéti.
Veiksniai yra labiau nevidiniai bet iSoriniai. Kuo aktyvesnés priesiskos Salys tuo labiau kils gyventojy noras
prisidéti prie gynybos. Nemanau kad kazkokie vidiniai veiksniai stipriai nulemtu zmoniy nuomong. Kol nedegs
kailis tol sunkiai kas judés.

Yra pakankamai daug Zmoniy kurie dél Lietuvos daug stengiasi. Zidirint kur buvom prie$ 10 mety situacija yra
stipriai pageréjusi ir vis geréja, a§ nematau dideliy sisteminiy klaidy miisy visuomenéje. Vienintelé problema,
kad regionai yra palikti uzkampyje ir triikksta paramos regionams.

Matau svarstykles, kur prieSingose pusése yra, nepasitikéjimas valdzia ir pasitikéjimas kariuomene, sunku
pasakyti kuris labiau nusvers. Manau $iuo momentu labiau nusvéré pasitikéjimas kariuomene ir meilé tévynei.
Pasitikéjimas valdzia yra problema, bet nemanau kad tai yra limituojantis veiksnys.

Liudna statistika, bet kaip tai pagerinti manau tiesiausias kelias biity didinti Zmoniy jsitraukimg j politing,
visuomenine veikla. Kaip tai padaryti a§ neatsakysiu. Kitose Salyse yra panagiai. Zidirint debatus matosi
daromas cirkas, jei jmanoma reiktu nuasmeninti asmenybes, nesusikoncentruoti j pavardes, o labiau Zzitiréti
idéjy. Truksta profesionalumo, rimtumo.

Krasto gynyba tikrai kelia pasitikéjimg ypac, kaip matome pratybas vykstancias aplinkui. Bet svarbiau yra
politiné zinuté i§ valdanciosios daugumos. Nes jie palaiko komunikacijg ir gali perteikti visg gynybos plana,
dabartine Lietuvos situacija, kur mes dabar esame. Lengva sakyti, bet visados galima geriau padaryti $j darba.
Manau didZiausig svori turi institucijos daugiausiai komunikuojan¢ios su zmonémis.

Krasto gynybos zmonés yra labai fokusuoti j tikslg, jie zino ko nori, kol seime matome tokiy veikéjy kurie
nelabai spindi pasitikéjimu. Sunku pasakyti kaip jie ten pateko, manau reiktu jvesti sistematiska tokiy Zmoniy
panaikinimg i§ valdan¢iyjy pozicijy. Tai kelia nepasitikéjima, kuomet valdantysis Zmogus nekreguoja
adekvaciai j situacija ir daro sprendimus uz visuomeneg.

Nemanau, kad daug, padés solidarumo jnasas ilgoje perspektyvoje. Gaila, bet manau, kad mokesciai yra

vienintelis kelias didinti finansavimg. Visi turi mokéti.
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Galime paanalizuoti buvusia situacijg kai prasidéjo invazija Ukrainoje. ISkart Lietuvos vyriausybé pasisaké uz
pagalbos siuntima Ukrainai, ir manau tai buvo teisingas sprendimas. Tai sukélé patriotizma ne tik uz
Ukrainiecius bet ir uz pacia Lietuva. Tai sukélé nora ginti savo teritorija. Neigiamas pavyzdys COVID, kriziné
situacija, kuri turéjo prastoka komunikacija, ko pasékoje buvo susiskalde zmonés. To nemaciau kaip prasidéjo
karas Ukrainoje, viskas buvo daug vieningiau reaguojant | Sia situacija. Labai daug prisideda nezinomybé,
teisinga valdzios komunikacija visa tai gali panaikinti ir duoti zmogui bendra vaizda.

Pasitikéjimas vyriausybe néra pats didziausias bet vis tiek gan daug Zzmoniy nori pakelti krasto gynybai skirta
BVP. Reali situacija yra geresné ir jei buty pakelti mokesciai nebuity daug protesty ar kazko panasaus. Bty
idomu pamatyti kokia situacija i§sivystytu jei pakiltu pasitikéjimas vyriausybe.

Sunku pasakyti. Neseniai buvo rinkimai ir iSrinkome valdzig, kuri nevisiems patinka. Nezinia kiek tai paveiks
zmones. Mano nuomone dabar nusileisime bet po 5 mety iSkilsime, galutinis rezultatas bus teigiamas. Kalbant

apie Lietuvos kariuomene manau daug nepasikeis, iliks stabili institucija su stipria parama i§ zmoniy.
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8 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi kariuomenéje.

Nelabai teigiamai. Néra geros oro gynybos, per mazai prieSdroninés, radarinés gynybos. Triiksta pagrindiniy
esminiy dalyky. Dél NATO jauciuosi saugiai, bet patys per mazai darome, kad pilnai iStemptume laika kol
ateis pagalba. Sig akimirka nematau grésmés, bet visglaik yra grésme, kuomet viskas gali pasisukti ne j ta puse.
Vertinu gerai, dabar reikia kuo daugiau Sauktiniy, kad supazindint juos, ka reiktu daryti, karo atveju. Kuo
daugiau zinosi, tuo maziau panikuosi. Tanku pirkimas nelabai vertingas, keliais dronais uz pora Simty eury
galima susprogdinti milijonus vertus tankus. HYMARS labai gerai. Aplamai kuo daugiau visko turésime tuo
saugesni busime tik tokie sprendimai, kaip tankai, saugumo pridés, bet neilgai jie iSliktu sveiki.

Nelabai doméjausi kg Lietuva zada pirkti. Béda kad tie prikimai uztrunka ne vienerius metus. UZsisakius
uztruktu 3-6 metus. Reiktu uzsakinéti viska greiciau.

Manau $iek tiek kelti dar reiktu. Kad kuo ilgiau galétume apsiginti be kity pagalbos. Manau kazkiek padidinus
mokescius ar i§ kazkur paémus tuos pinigus biity gerai. Kadangi viskas brangsta su laiku reiktu ir virSyti 4%.
Zmonés turi susiprasti, kad niekas uZ tave neis kvoti, niekas kitas tavo valstybés neapsaugos, daug kas
nesupranta, kaip tai yra svarbu. Kariniy paslapéiy neviesSinant reikia, kad zmonés Zinotu miisy pasiruosima,
kiek visko turime, kokias teritorijas kas dengia, kad matytysi kur yra spragos, kur mums reikia padirbéti, kad
tose vietose esame pazeidziami ir reikia uztikrinti tose srities savo saugumag. Parodyti zmonéms gynybos
biudzeto kélimo svarba

Labiau pazindint Zzmones su esama situacija. Dabar kalba kiek milijony kainuoja gynyba, bet nepasako kokia
ji biitina. Zmongs issigasta didelés sumos ir dél to gali nenorét, nepasitikét, kam mums reikia isleisti milijonus
jei vis tiek neapsiginsime. Reikia bandyti Zmones jtikinét kad kaip tik kad apsiginsime. Vietomis triksta
komunikacijos labai daznai pabrézia jrangos kaina bet ne svarba.

Taip pat Lietuvoje yra daug skurstanciy zmoniy, turétu bandyti jiems padidinti atlyginimus, mazinti socialing
nelygybe, mazinti nepasiturin¢iy zmoniy skaiciy, kurie yra zemiau skurdo ribos. Jy yra Lietuvoje didelis

procentas apie 20 procenty?’

, jie pirmiau galvoja, kaip islaikyti savo Seima, o ne mokéti papildomus
mokesCius. Jei pagerintu Zemiausiai Lietuvos grandziai gyvenima, atsirastu daugiau norinéiy mokéti
mokescius.

Nepasitikéjimas valdzia i$sivysté per daugelj mety. Seimo nariai arba turi teistumus arba yra pagauti jsisavinus
pinigus. Zmonés tiki kad kuo daugiau skirsime pinigy tuo daugiau jy nuplauks ir kazkas pasisavins. Reiktu
stipriau tikrinti pacius seimo narius, kg jie daro ka jy Seimos daro. Daugiau rodyti kad pinigy pasisavinimas
yra stabdomas. Triiksta skaidrumo, valdzioje visokiausiy yra varianty kuomet yra stipriai pasisavinti pinigai.
Skaidrumas, raiSkumas. Kas daroma su pinigais, rodymas kad tikrai tie pinigai buvo panaudoti ten kur reikia.
Sig akimirka monés pamato kiek milijonu reikia ir viskas, o kaip tie pinigai, i§ kur tie pinigai, nieko neZino.

Reiktu kad rodytu, ka seimo nariai daro, kaip tie pinigai yra jsisavinami, kad galiausiai pradétu bijoti vogti.

275 https://www.lrt.lt/naujienos/lietuvoje/2/2362028/lietuvoje-zemiau-skurdo-rizikos-ribos-gyvena-penktadalis-
Zmoniu
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Kariuomené. Karitiny daugéja, Sauktiniy daugéja, zmonés kalbasi, parodos vyksta, Zzmonés pradeda suprasti
kad ne su Sakém ir kirviais ginsimés prie§ priesSiSkas valstybes.

Geriausiai biity murgdyt verslus, bet jie nesutiks nes jiems reikia pelno. Reiktu mokéti visiems verslui,
gyventojam. Viska kelti po truputi. Verslam didesnj mokesti, Zzmoném mazesnj ir po truputi kelti mokescius.
Reikia aigkinti kodél mums reikia ty jrenginiy, kad matytu Zmonés, kad daroma saugesné Lietuva. Zmonés turi
zinoti kg mes turime ir kaip mes esame pasiruose, kad mes sugebétume apsiginti. Kuo daugiau Lietuva turés
visko tuo bus geriau. Turi daugiau mokinti patriotiSkumo bet, kaip ir visur, visokiausiy nuomoniy yra. Turi
rodyti pavyzdzius kas Ukrainoje labiausiai pasiteisino.

Nesvarbu kad nepasitiki savo valdZzia tu eini ginti ne savo valdzig o savo $alj. Jei valstybé padidins pasitikéjima,
palengvins gyvenima pilieiams tai atsirastu daugiau Zmoniy kurie norétu prisijungti prie gynybos.

Naujai valdziai atéjus tikiuosi pageréjimo. Tikiuosi sugalvos kaip padidinti biudzetg ir palengvés Zmoniy
gyvenimus. Zmoniy pozidris j Lietuvos kariuomene yra padorus, néra neigiamas, bet vis tiek triksta. Tas
matosi ypac i$ jauny Zzmoniy, kaip jie bando iSvengti tarnybos, galbiit dél to kad jie toliau jsivaizduoja senoving
kariuomene, kur tave mus, réks, skriaus, ir galiausi buisi vergas uz dyka. Reiktu tiems patiems Sauktiniams,
kurie turi darbus, didinti iSmokas, kad jie finansiskai nepatirtu didelio nuostolio. Nes turint padory darbg nickas

nenori tarnauti uz 200-300eu | ménesj, gaunasi stiprus finansinis smiigis gaunasi.
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9 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi kariuomenéje.

Sig akimirka vertinu teigiamai. Ple¢iama infrastruktiira, yra perkama nauja jranga, yra naujinama technika,
pradedant nuo dzipy ir baigiant ties kity transporto priemoniy. Norétysi didesnio tempo, kad kuo greiiau
atnaujintu kuo daugiau daliniy. Yra statomi nauji batalionai, bet vis dar labai daug yra seny bataliony su senais
ginklais, ir senom trupanciomis sienom. Reiktu §j reikala spartinti.

Vertinu teigiamai. Mano poziiiris tai, kad skirti gynybai per daug 1Sy yra nejmanoma. Reikia uZztikrinti Salies
gynyba, i$ to buity Saliai tik nauda. Sveikintina kad viskas yra vystoma ir tai, kad yra ieSkoma vis naujy
partneriy su kuriais biity galima bendradarbiauti ir plésti miisy gynyba.

Sig akimirka yra sunkesné situacija su dronais. Drony yra mazas kiekis. Yra atvejy, kad net patys kariai, kurie
iSmano §j reikala, patys gamina sau dronus. Pasimato finansavimo trikumas nes pradedama veikti i§ savo
kiSenés. Drony pirkimas pagerintu situacija ypac kaip pasimato, kaip placiai jie naudojami Ukrainoje, kur be
drony niekas nevyksta.

Manyciau kad po 5 mety visa krasto apsauga bus padvigubinta. Nes finansavimas nuo karo pradzios Ukrainoje,
Lietuvoje padvigubéjo, tas finansavimas nenustos augti ir misy gynyba bus iSplésta, optimistiSkai zitirint
dvigubai arba netoli nuo to. Bus statomi nauji batalionai, daugiau naujos technikos, tie patys kariai biity
apriipinti vis geresne ir naujesne jranga.

Prie Sio mokescio turétu prisidéti visi. Finansinis nukentéjimas isties bus menkas, a§ nematau dél ko reiktu
panikuoti. A§ uz mokesciy kélima. Pradziai biity gerai pasiekti 4 procentus.

Pilieciy informavimas, kiek jsigyjame naujos technikos, kiek yra padidéjas bei iSnaudojamas biudzetas.
Zmonés turi matyti, kad tas finansavimas nenueina kazkur veltui. Reikia kuo daugiau, vieSoje erdvéje,
informuoti Zmonés apie tai, kiek yra jsigyta naujos technikos, kiek viskas naujinama. Kiek jmanoma sumazinti
nezinomybe, kur yra skiriamas biudzetas. Tai uzkirstu kelig kalboms apie pinigy plovima, bei panasia
dezinformacija. Informuoti ir garsiai bei placiai apie tai kalbéti.

Institucijose dirbantys asmenys galétu argumentuoti labiau, kam reikia kelti gynybos biudzeta, nes jy
uzklausus dazniausiai buna i§ tuscio j kiaura pilstoma. Taip pat valstybinés institucijos, Zitirint j $itg reikala,
galétu labiau susivienyti nes net dabar tarpusavyje yra susiskaldymo.

Tas turi savo jtakos. Zmonés pradeda maziau pasitikéti, kuomet jy pinigai skirti kazkokiam biudzetui
neskaidriai yra naudojami.

Pirmiausia reikia pradéti nuo komunikacijos, nuo visuomenés informavimo, kur, kiek tie pinigai nukeliauja,
ka mes uz juos nuveikiam. Kad viskas biity aiSku kur naudojami pinigai. Yra ataskaitos apie, kur, kiek, ant ko
yra i$leisti pinigai, bet reikia pasitelkti daugiau kanaly. Pavyzdys KAM facebook postas, kur yra raSoma apie
kiek $iais metais yra skirta BVP krasto gynybali, ir viskas, bet jsijungus DELFI ar 15min pilna priraSyta apie
jvairias jzymybes. Manau triiksta §] klausima reiktu labiau standartizuoti ir daugiau kalbéti per tokius kanalus,
kaip viskas yra daroma, kaip yra skirstomas biudzetas, kaip isleidziami pinigai.

KAM. Seimas, prezidentiira yra labai lin¢iuojamos paskutiniu metu, kol apie KAM mazai blogy naujieny.
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Nepasitikéjimas kyla i§ skandaly: pralosty pinigy kazino, ¢ekiy skandalas, perkami nekilnojami turtai
Graikijoje, pastaruoju metu, labai daug skandaly iSlindo apie seimg. Paskutinis skandalas, kurj prisimenu,
susietas su KAM buvo kuomet kariuomenés vadas i§ savo stinaus nuomojosi biista. Skandaly kiekis labai kerta
per jstaigy reputacija, galbit tai dirbanc¢iy zmoniy kompetencijos trikumas.

Bet kokiu atveju mokestis palies kiekviena gyventoja ir niekada neiSeis suSvelninti mokescio, kad bty
patenkinti visi. Tas palies visus jei ne vienaip tai kitaip. Keldami akcizus, didindami PVM ar skolindamiesi,
pasijus visiems. Visi mokésim tiek verslai tiek gyventojai.

Pasitikéjimg pakeltu valstybés pasirengimas karui. Didesnis pratyby skaiCius, daugiau skleidziamos
informacijos, daugiau informacijos kaip dalyvauja aljanso kariai muisy pratybose, daugiau bendry pratyby su
Lenkais, Latviais. Pasitikéjimg kiltu per praktika.

Kalbos apie karg nesiliaus kol priesiskai nusiteikusios Salys apie mus kalbés irgi ne kg geriau, todél atitinkamai
darbuojasi ir miisy ziniasklaida.

Siuo atveju pasitikéjimas duotu nedaug nes pakélus BVP visi turésime vis tiek mokéti. Turint didelj
pasitikéjima zmonés tiesiog paprasciau zitirés  visg reikalg, maziau panikuos. Pasitikéjimas labiau lemia norint
jsitraukti j savanoriska veiklg, nes jauciasi labiau kad ne veltui uzsiimi pasirinkta veikla.

Sunku pasakyti, labai priklausys nuo to, kokie sprendimai bus priimti seimo, ministerijy, prezidenttiros. Vienas
klaidingai priimtas sprendimas gali kainuoti labai daug ir po to bandyti atstatyti pasitikéjima bus labai sunku
ir reikalauti daug vargo. Pasitikéjimas krasto apsauga kils vien dél to kad bus Vokietijos divizija, krasto
apsaugos biudzetas bus didinamas, kas leis mums jsigyti daugiau technikos, gerinti infrastruktiirg. Matysis kad

nestovim vietoje judam j priekj.
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10 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi kariuomengje.

Saugumo situacija $iuo metu yra teigiama. Néra indikacijy i§ zvalgybos, nei VSD, kad §iuo metu yra kazkokiy
realiy grésmiy. Hibridinés grésmés tikétinos, bet jos visados buvo. Siuo metu yra situacija nepakitus.

Norint taikos ruoskis karui. Biitina palaikyti ir stiprinti Lietuvos sauguma, ginkluoté yra kertinis pamatas.
Vertinu teigiamai. Rheinmetall puikus investuotojas bei strateginis parneris, HYMARS oro gynybos Sistema,
Sauktiniy plétimas, viska vertinu teigiamai. Turi testi, péstininky kovos masiny, oro gynybos, prieStankiniy
sistemy pirkimas greta tanky. Vykdyti kombinuota pirkimg tolygiai su kitomis sistemomis.

Grésmé visada buvo ir ji iSlieka, ir, manau, iSliks dar iki tol, kol egzistuos pati Rusija. Rusijos interesas, kaip
zinome, yra atkurti savo jtakg posovietingje teritorijoje. Jie ta daro Ukrainoje. Baltijos Salys yra irgi jtakos
zona. Viskas priklausys nuo to, kaip seksis Ukrainai ir kiek mes turime laiko ruostis ginkluotis. Kuo geriau
buisime pasiruose, tuo saugesni zmonés Lietuvoje bus. Sunku prognozuoti, kas bus po penkeriy mety.
VienareikSmiskai kelti butina. PrieSas nemiega, ginkluojasi, investuoja j gynyba. Privalome tai daryti ir mes
atsizvelgiant j tai, kad esame Aljanso dalis. Visi privalo prisidéti prie savo saugumo didinimo. Mes taip pat
esame rytinéje dalyje, arCiausiai prieso, todél ruostis butina. Gynybos fondas yra puiki idéja, taciau reikia
paziuréti, kaip ji pasiteisins. Kiekvienas euras j biudzetg yra gerai. 4% Vienareik$miskai.

AS manau, esminis veiksnys yra pilieCiy grésmés suvokimas. Jeigu Zmonés jausis saugiis, tada manys, kad ta
priemoné yra pertekling ir Siuo metu nebiitina, nes gyvenama komforto zonoje. Tai labiausiai turintys jtaka
veiksnys pilieCiy norui. Dabartinis grésmés suvokimas yra pirmoje ir antroje vietoje.

I8 vidiniy veiksmy yra $vietimas, svarbu kad Zmonés suvokty, kam to reikia, nes galimai, vien dél nezinojimo
ar nesuvokimo Zmonés yra skeptiSkai nusiteike. Kitas dalykas, tie, kurie prisideda prie Salies saugumo
uztikrinimo didinimo finansavimo, galbiit biity galima teikti papildomas lengvatas, kurios biitent paskatinty
juos. Tol, kol, pilietis nejaucia grésmés is tikétinos agresorés, jis turi jausti bent kazkokia greita naudg sau.
Nepaisant to, kad misy Vyriausybé priima sprendima, kuris tiesiogiai koreliuoja su krasSto apsaugos
institucijomis, vien dél to, kad yra nepasitikéjimas Vyriausybe, nepasitikima anks¢iau priimtais sprendimais,
kurie apima kitas zmonéms jautrias sritis. Visuomené maziau yra susipaZinusi su apsauga ir sauguma
uztikrinanéiy institucijy veikla. Zmonés mano, kad dabar daug moka. Kuomet yra priimamas sprendimas,
institucijos, kuria ir taip nepasitiki, didinti mokescius, Zmonés tai vertina skeptiskai.

Yra dvi priezastys: Pirmiausia Zmonés néra tiksliai susipazing ir nezino, kaip veikia saugumo institucijos ir
kur tie pinigai turi nueiti. Nes tos istorijos yra pakankamai uzdaros ir daug informacijos neiseina j visuomeng
apie pinigy panaudojimg. Antra nepasitikima nepatogiu vyriausybés sprendimu, kuris juos paliecia asmeniskai
ir dél galimai skeptiSkai vertinamos vyriausybés kompetencijos tai priimti.

Reikéty jvesti realy ir efektyvy atsiskaitomumg prie$ visuomene. Tokiu atveju visuomené zinos, kad jeigu mes
juos iSrinkome dél jy pazady, abi pusés bus suinteresuotos pasiekti biitent iSkeltus tikslus. Tai ir padidinty
butent pasitikéjima. Triksta skaidrumo ir atskaitomumo.

Didziausia jtaka daro Sauliy sgjunga. Sauliy sajungos biitent vaidmuo ir yra bendradarbiauti su civiliais, juos
remti, iSkomunikuoti, kas yra krasto apsauga, kas yra kariuomené. Taip pat daug lemia visuomenés
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isitraukimas | kraSto apsauga. Savanoriavomés, visuomenés kariuomenés dienos, svarbu kad visuomené
pazinty labiau, kas tai yra, kas tai yra krasto apsauga, kas yra pagrindinés kraSto saugos uztikrinimo institucijos,
kaip jos veikia. Norint paremti didesnj saugumo finansavima, reikia zmones $viesti.

KAM jos darbas yra uztikrinti krasto apsaugg. Ji turi transliuoti biitent visuomenei, kodél reikia finansavimo,
bet ne gasdinant, o §vieCiant. Turi biiti pleCiamas Zmoniy suvokimas, kam to reikia. Stengtis vengti visy
skandaly, kurie buvo Zinomi anks¢iau. Ir realiai Svietimas. Labai svarbu Svietimas.

Reikia kuo maziau sukelti visuomenés pasiprieSinima, kuo maziau versti juos jaustis nepatogiai, taciau tuo
paciu metu ir didinti finansavima, nes taip pat yra svarbu uZztikrinti sauguma. Jeigu bedidinant mokescius,
atsuksime visuomen¢ tai gali neigiamai atsiliepti valstybei ir i$Saukti didesne grésme, negu jei nekeltume
mokesCiy saugumui. Reikia papildomai skolintis, didinti valstybés skola, tolimesnéje perspektyvoje biity
neigiamas zingsnis, bet pinigy reikia dabar. Dabar reikia didinti pajégumg Salies, o skolg grazinti tolygiai,
keliant poky¢ius po truputi nesukeliant visuomenés pasipiktinimo.

Svarbu yra §vietimas. Visy pirma reikia rengti mokymus visuomenei, parodyti visuomenei, kad vyriausybei
ripi zmoniy saugumas, kad riipi jy sveikata ir gerové, kad jie nebiity pasimetg, zZinoty, kg reikia daryti grésmés
akivaizdoje, kad jie Zinoty, kur eit sléptis, mokymy metu patys pamatyty jvertintu esantj trilkumga valstybéje,
butent infrastruktiiros, galbiit esant galimybei supazindinty ir ginkluotés trikumus, kad jie suvokty, kur tie
pinigai eis, kam to reikia ir kaip tai juos pacius palies. Zmonés turi suvokti, kad tai juos lie¢ia asmenigkai.
Informacija turéty biiti jvairesné. Negalima fokusuotis j ggsdinimus, transliuoti tik neigiamus dalykus, Zzmogus
natiiraliai norés apsisaugoti nuo tokios informacijos. Reikéty informacija miksuoti. Pavyzdziui, jeigu mes
transliuojame, kad yra grésme, i§ karto turime pateikti variantus, kaip ta grésme galima uzkardyti. Sekantis
praneSimas turéty biiti apie kokiy nors galimos paramos organizavima krasto apsaugai, valstybei ginti. Per
visuomenés Sventes didinti jsitraukimag kurti parodas ir visa kita.

VienareikSmiskai itin svarbus. Jeigu zmongs pasitikés Vyriausybés sprendimais, kurie atsizvelgiant j saugumo
padétj regione, galéty buti ir drastiski, tokiu atveju lengviau bus skirti daugiau pinigy krasto apsaugai, sukeliant
mazesnj visuomenés pasipiktinima.

Kalbant apie Zzmoniy grupe, kuri visai nenori prisidéti, jy nereikia versti, viskas tvarkoj. Svarbu kuo maziau
zmoniy nuteikti priesiskai pries, valstybe. Tegul tas Zzmogus, kuris nepasitiki ir nenori prisidéti, tegu jis geriau
nieko nedaro, lieka pilkoje maséje, negu pereina j prieSininko pusg.

Labai priklauso nuo to, kokia bus miisy saugumo situacija pasienyje. Antras dalykas, kaip miisy valdzios
institucijos reaguos j kylancias grésmes. Kiek jos laikysis savo, zodZio, jsipareigojimy. Dabar kiekvienas toks
paskleidimas yra itin jautrus, kai yra tikétina grésmé pasonéje. Ypaé dabar, itin didelé atsakomybé, ne atsukti
visuomengés prie§ save. Kaip keisis, priklauso nuo tikétinos agresoriaus veiksmy ir laiku atliktos valdzios

institucijy reakcijos j juos.
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11 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba vieSajame sektoriuje.

Ganétinai sudétinga situacija. Bet kol vyksta karas Ukrainoje, kol didziausia grésmé Lietuvai yra jklimpus |
sudétinga konflikta, Lietuvos situacija yra pakankamai palanki vien i$ tos pusés kad yra sumazéjas Sansas, kad
kas tiesiogiai uzpuls. Dabar yra naudojamos jvairios hibridinés operacijos nukreiptos prie$ Lietuva.

Nerimo néra, jj idarbinu Lietuvos kariuomené¢je. Kadangi esu susijgs su kariuomenés ir Sauliy struktiiromis,
pries prisijungiant prie jy, mano poziiiris buvo geresnis, bet dabar kaip esu jy dalyje jauciu kad triksta mums
finansinés paramos bei Zzmogiskyjy istekliy.

Didziausi pirkimai tikrai turi pagrindo ir manau jie geri, bet kartais keistai atrodo mazesni pirkimai kuriuos
viesina KAM bei kariuomené. Kartais klausimas kyla ar tikrai to reikéjo. Logiska, kad mikro pirkimy
neviesinsi, bet tuo paciu, jie kartais ir uzstringa vien dél to, kad tai yra mikro pirkimai ir jy gali nepastebét.
Aplamai vertinu pozityviai, nes yra susidéliota aiski vizija, ypa¢ per §j trumpa laikotarpj kuomet pasikeité
KAM ministras. Matési darbas, uzsidegimas, vien iS tos pusés, kad nepanaudojant per daug papildomy resursy,
kaip galima patobulino visg sistema.

GeopolitiSkai paémus per penkerius metus gali viskas labai pasikeisti, turint omenyje, netik Rusijos agresija
mus liecia. Esama vakary Europos branduolio dalis, mus lie¢ia ne tik artimi priesai, kurie galétu iSbalansuoti
miisy saugumg regione, bet pavojus kyla ir i§ tolimesniy krasty, kaip artimyjy ryty krizé, kuri gali jvykti ir
destabilizuoti situacija. Svarbiausias dalykas manau dabar yra Taivano bei Kinijos klausimas. Pagal dabartines
mano zinias Kinijos diktatorius Xi Jinpingas yra nusprendes iki 2025 mety bandyti atsiimti, tiesiogiai uzimti
Taivano salg ir perimti jos valdyma karo biidu. Reziumuojant 5 mety bégyje gali iskilti daug stipriy i88tkiy,
kurie gali daryti labai didele jtaka Lietuvos saugumui.

I$ mano situacijos galima kelti, bet atsizvelgiant j sunkiau gyvenanc¢ius Zmones tai gali sudaryti nereikalingo
pykc¢io nukreipto i institucijas susietas su kraSto gynyba, kas pasékoje gali sumazinti pasitikéjima jomis.
Mokesciai prilieia pacia jautriausig problema, nes mokesciai gali riboti Zmoniy biitinyjy prekiy jsigijima.
Labiausiai prisideda vieSinimas, Zzmones mato, kur pinigai keliauja ar kur teoriSkai jie galétu eiti. Jei skaidriai
naudojami pinigai, tai kelia pasitikéjima. Tai gali leisti labiau Zzmonéms suverzti dirzus ir leis organizacijoms
daugiau turéti biudzeto.

Man vieSinimo uztenka. Labiausiai norétus iSgirsti i$ naujos vyriausybés daugiau skaidraus bendravimo
tarpusavyje, su maziau pyk¢iy. Bet reikia vertinti ir tai jog kai kurie sprendimai turi bati jgyvendinami nors
yra ir nepopuliarus. Tam reikia labai stipriy lyderiy kurie mokétu iSkomunikuoti visa situacija.

VieSumas ir vieSinimas pirkimy pats skaidrumas bet taip pat nereikia nuvertini ir Zmoniy jsitraukimo, pacio
zmoniy pozitrio. Manau netik vyriausybé yra atsakinga uz asmeninj skatinimg bet ir patys Zzmonés. Norétysi
1§ Zmoniy didesnio jsitraukimo, stebéjimo, sveiko doméjimosi geopolitine situacija, tai skatina susimastyti ir
jvertinti situacija. Néra viskas blogai, bet kad nebtity blogiau reikia jdéti savo indelio, kuris gali skaudéti.
Pasitikéjimas valdzia daro jtaka. Kalbant apie mokescius, yra svarbu, kiek mokes¢iai remiasi j Zmogaus atlygj
ir gerbiivi. Tai yra labai slidi riba. Reikia jvertinti, kad nevisi zmonés gali prisidéti prie Siy mokesciy vien dél

to kad jie neturi patogaus biudzeto su kuriuo galétu Siek tiek atidéti pinigy tokiems dalykams.
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Neturiu atsakymo. Svarbiausia, kaip padaryti §j nepopuliaru sprendimg taip, kad kuo maziau, nukentétu
zmogus, kuris yra labiausiai pazeidziamas.

Didele dalj daro Ziniasklaida, kaip jie pateikia naujienas. Taip pat KAM priklausantys komunikacijos skyriai
STRATKOM, jie daro didele jtaka formuojant pozitrj. Dazniausiai zmogus isgirsta zinute, kaip juos, kas nors
tiesiogiai palie¢ia. Zmogus iSgirs tik tuomet kuomet jam suteiksi prasme zodziuose kuriuos sakai.

Norisi tikéti, kad mes visi esame atsakingi uz krasto apsauga ir visi turétume prisidéti, bet bijau apmokestinus
verslg ir Zmones, gautysi dvigubas Zmoniy apmokestinimas. Nes papildomi mokesc¢iai verslams, dazniausiai
eina tiesiogiai ne i§ versly kiSeniy, o i§ paslaugy apmokestinimo vartotojams. Norétysi tikéti kad reikétu daryti
bendrg apmokestinimg, kuomet visi turétu prisidéti prie krasto apsaugos gynybos ir biudzeto formavimo, bet
matau jog Sitas principas gali dvigubai apmokestinti pacius Lietuvos respublikos piliecius.

Komunikacijos btudy yra apstu, ji yra auk$tam ir geram lygyje. Papildomai nebent reikétu pasizitiréti kity
demokratiniy valstybiy poziiirj ir biidus, kaip komunikuoti $iuo klausimu. Geriausias pavyzdys buty Taivanas,
kuris dabar patiria egzistencine krize.

Informacijos apie 1éSy leidima yra, tikrai rasi informacijos jei domina. Viesinimo reikia tik strateginiais budais,
kaip perkame didelius pirkinius, juos reikia iSviesinti, bet perkant tualetinj popieriy nemanau, kad to reikia.
Kalbant apie iSkylan¢ius skandalus, apie juos, mano manymo, gerai uzsiima tiriamoji Zurnalistika ir jy
skaidrinimas. Visus pirkimus kurie néra uzslaptinti ar neturi kazkokios svarbos, bty galima vieSinti
prieinamuose $altiniuose, kariuomenés puslapyje, ten biity galima patalpinti §ig informacija, bet mano manymu
reikia fokusuotis ant efekto rodant stipriausius svarbiausius pirkinius.

Nors labai noréciau tikéti mintimi, kad turime daryti jtaka jaunimui, darant juos patriotiskesniais, didZiausia
patriotizmo jtaka jie gauna i$ Seimos. Itaka gali daryti Zzmonés esantys edukacijos sistemoje, pedagogai.
Zmonés susikuria mitus apie kara, kurie kyla i§ eimos, patriarchato, kuomet dabar suauge Zmonés gyveno
nelaisvoje Lietuvoje. Tuomet buvo labai stiprus propagandinis aparatas, kuris gasdino apie ginkly nesauguma,
karo baimes. Reiktu demaskuoti tokj pozitirj su kuo uzsiimingja Sauliy sgjunga ir Lietuvos kariuomené.

Tuo paciu ir mokyklose atsiranda naujos programos, jos daugiau skiria démesio valstybingumo aspektam, tai
pat kalbama apie pasiruo$ima ekstremalioms situacijom, kurj veda $auliai. Siais metai startavo projektas,
visose mokyklose, ] visas mokyklas, tris dienas i§ eilés, karta per metus ateina Sauliai ir pasakoja, kaip reikia
pasiruosti iSkeliavimo krepsj, kaip i§gyventi miske, kaip pasiruosti zygiui, kaip veikia instrukcijos naudojantis
ginklais (pradmenys kaip veikia ginklai), kad Zzmonés maziau jy bijoty, ir nesusikurtu mity apie juos. Tuo paciu
kalbant apie patrioting dalj, valstybingumo aptarima, ateina iSkilus Zmonés istorikai, politikai ir vaikam
papasakoja apie valstybingumo prasme. Zmonés daznai pakei¢ia nuomone ypaé rusakalbése mokyklose.
Tiesioginé koreliacija, pasitikint vyriausybe, zmonés dazniau gali save pasatyti j nepatogia situacijg ir skirti
didesng dalj savo finansy mokesc¢iams.

Kadangi i$sirinkome nauja valdzia, sunku atsakyti. Valstybé eina gera linkme nesvarbu kokia vadovybé ji turi.
Viskas priklausys nuo zmoniy gerbiivio, jeigu jis isliks toje trajektorijoje, kurioje dabar esame, pastoviam

augime, tai tas pasitikéjimas tik toliau ir augs.
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12 Pasnekové (Respondent), darbuojasi KAM

Vertinu pakankamai teigiamai. Visada galima stengtis geriau, bet kas buvo padaryta per 4 metus ir matant tai,
kad karas Ukrainoje, nesiklosto, kaip norétysi, Lietuva émési papildomy veiksmy stiprinant savo sauguma.

I8 geopolitinés pusés grésmé yra totali, ypa¢ mums, turint tokius kaimynus kaip Rusija, vertinant vien tik
informacing grésme kylancia i$ jos, kuomet jie naudoja visas dezinformacines strategijas, kaip kibernetines
atakas. Tai jau parodo, kad miisy situacija néra tokia saugi, kaip mes norétume, mes turime likti atsparus Siems
dalykams. Nepaisant to Kinijos augimas ir jos bendradarbiavimas su Rusija mums neteikia saugumo.

AS manau buvo padaryta nemazai, bet reiktu prisiminti faktg, kad KAM ministras keitési, daugiau nei 3 metus
vadovavo Anusauskas. Lyginant tarp AnuSausko ir Kas¢itinas, labai pasijuto, kaip efektyviai ir greitai procesai
buvo vykdomi ties pastaruoju ministru. Sprendimus vertiniau teigiamai, bet jie turéjo buti priimti greiCiau
vadovaujant Anusauskui o ne atéjus Kasc¢itinui. Dabar su brigada bei divizija yra uzdelstas reikalas, pirkimai
buty vyke greiciau ir nereikétu laukti iki 2027 ar 2028 nes butume pradéje viska daryti pries 3 metus.

Labai priklauso, kokia literatiira skaitai ir ko klausai. Kad ir kaip optimisti§kai tikéc¢iausi, kad situacija gerés,
a$ manu saugumo situacija bus jtemta ir kiekvienas priimtas sprendimas bus itin svarbus visom jmanomoms
prasmém. Per penkerius metus daug kas gali pasikeisti ir ta situacija gali tapti daug jtemptesné.

Vertinu labai teigiamai. Kalbant apie BVP, mano nuomone, ir mano kolegy nuomone, jis turétu biiti didinamas
dabar jau kalbama apie 4 procentus, bet noréciau kad biity 5 ar net 6.

Tai yra susieta su politiniu diskursu, politine esama veikla ir pasitikéjimu. Kuomet valdzioje yra didelis
susiskaldymas, ir valdantieji kalba apie prisidéjima, zmonés netiki jy zodziais nes jy veiksmai ir darbai
nekoreliuojg kartu su esamu diskursu. Tai itin yra susyja su valdzios institucijomis, ka daro krasto apsauga,
korupcijos klausimai. Labiausiai dabar jtakoja politiné valdzia, jy diskursas, ka jie sako, kiek skandaly jie turi
bei susiskaldymas viduje tarpusavyje.

Jaunam Zzmogui yra labai svarbis socialiniai tinklai, konkreciau, reelsai, podcestai. Per socialinius tinklus
politikai, vyriausybé galétu paskatinti zmones prisidéti prie gynybos. Taip pat, kiek imanoma dazniau reiktu
priminti zmonéms, kad misy saugumas yra svarbiausias, komunikuoti realig situacija, kad yra grésme, ja
pripazinti, bet iSlaikyti ta viduriuka, tarp supratimo, kad grésmé yra, bet islikti ramiems iSlaikant kritinj
mastyma. Reikia suprasti, kad reikia padaryti viska dabar ir investuoti kuo daugiau j sauguma.

Pasitikéjimas yra vienas pagrindiniy aspekty. Jei asmuo mato kad valdZia kelia nepasitikéjima, jis nenorés
savo finansy skirti valdziai. A§ absoliuc¢iai teig€iau, kad valdzios ir kiekvieno politiko pasitikéjimas koreliuoja
su saugumo didinimu.

Labiausiai pasitikiu Lietuvos kariuomene. Maziausiai seimu. Seime susirenka labai skirtingi politikai,
skirtingos asmenybes ir yra sunku viskg implementuoti j visus seimo narius. Bet mano nuomone seimas turétu
imtis geresnés komunikacijos, geresnio skaidrumo, maziau susiskaldymo retorikos. KAM aiskiai

komunikuoja, kg uz kiek perka, tas matos instagram, facebok, tai duoda pasitikéjimo. Seimas apie sauguma
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kalba nedaug, palyginus kiek kalba apie vidinius skandalus ar susiskaldymus. Seime daug susiskaldymo ir
truksta bendruomeniskumo, bei bendros vizijos, kuri rodytu kad einam link geresnio rytojaus.

Didziausia jtaka daro seimas. Antroje vietoje pati vyriausybe, kas yra valdantieji. Trecioje vietoje KAM.

Prie gynybos turétu prisidéti absoliuciai visa Zmoniy grupé. Visi socialiniai sluoksniai bei visi verslai, dideli
bei mazi. Ypa¢ dabar kaip situacija yra jtempta. Manau reiktu dar labiau kelti akcizus alkoholiui ir tabakui,
taip nuSautume du zuikius tokiu sprendimu. Kuro akcizo nekelciau dél kity niuansu. Dar bandy¢iau kelti netgi
maistui mokestj, uz tai mane pasmerktu visuomené, bet j saugumo klausima a$ zitriu radikaliai nes $ig
akimirka tai yra svarbiausias klausimas. Kiek tenka bendrauti, su zmoném, kurie yra saugumo kontekste, jic
supranta esama situacijg. Man yra net sake ,,Jei a$ turéciau 10 eu, as atiduociau Seu, jei tik tai padétu uztikrinti
saugumg®. Jeigu dabar neinvestuosim dideliy pinigy ir jeigu dabar miisy gynyba bus nestipri, véliau apie tai
daugiau ir nebeteks galvoti, galvosim tik apie i§gyvenima, kuomet vir§ galvy skris bombos. Komunikacijos
aspektas yra labai svarbus svarbiausias Klausimas biity, kaip pasiekti skurdzius regionus, skurdzias $eimas,
mokét turétu, pagal pajamas, lygiagreciai, turétu biiti paskirstomi mokesciai.

Imant pavyzdj i§ KAM, jie skelbia nemazai apie pirkimus, bet néra intensyvumo. Ka turiu omenyje tai, kaip
pavyzdziui, nusipirksime 10 tanky, bet kada tie tankai ateis, uz kiek mes juos pirkome, kodél butent Sitokie,
kokia pirkimo eiga. AS manau tokios informacijos zmonéms truksta. Vyrauja atmestinas poziuris, viskas gerai,
mes nupirkome, ir viskas. Reikétu daugiau informacijos per socialinius tinklus. Triiksta testinumo, kodél
nusprendém daryti pirkima, kaina, kada bus atliktas pirkimas ir kada produktas bus jau pilnai implementutoas
Lietuvoje. Parodyti visa eiga, bent jau kiek saugumas leidzia.

Pritariu mingiai apie patriotiskumo transliacijg. Zitirint j regionus, kur Zmonés maziau nusimano apie politinj
konteksta, mes iSties daug kalbame apie karg ir grésme. PatriotiSkumo skatinimo triiksta, ir jau mokyklose
turétu skatint tokj dalyka, vienas i§ biidy biity per istorijos pamokas labiau pabrézti Lietuvos didinguma, ATR,
partizanus. Daugiau patriotiniy filmy kiirimo. Daugiau kalbéjimo kodél mes turim ginti Lietuva, kodél ji mums
yra brangi. PritarCiau kad patriotiSkumo skatinimo, kritinio mastymo reikétu daugiau.

Manau tai yra visko kratinys. Pasitikéjimas koreliuoja, pervedus pinigus tikimasi, kad tie pinigai atliks savo
funkcijg. Pasitikéjimas, komunikacija, sudarytas politinis jvaizdis, visy Siy aspekty kratinys tai ir yra
pagrindiniai aspektai, bet kartu ir mastymas apie Lietuva, patriotiSkumas, sudaro individualy aspekts.

Zitrint j seima, man pasitikéjimas su kiekvienu jy Zingsniu mazéja. Kiek paklausau Zmoniy visi neturi
pasitikéjimo seimu, vyriausybe lygiai taip pat. Pasitikéjimas kils policija, kariuomene, bet seimu ir vyriausybe
pasitikéjimas mazés per ateinancius penkerius metus.

Lietuvos kariuomene pasitikéjimas kils nes ji labai daug démesio skiria $vietéjisSkai veiklai, jie kuria podkastus,
kalba, ka veikia kiekvienas batalionas, kiekvienas vadas, generolo Jono Zemaicio karo akademija, JKVM,
KASP, savanoriai, Sauliai, visi komunikuoja su Zzmoném transliuojant zinutg, kad mes jus apsaugosime. Taip
pat naujai iSrinktas kariuomenés vadas savo reputacija yra labai gerai zinomas ir kelia pasitikéjima

kariuomenés valdzios struktira.

100



13 Pasnekové (Respondent), darbuojasi KAM

Ne pati geriausia. Ganétinai jtempta, Ukrainoje situacija negeréja, Rusija toliau didina savo gynybos biudzeta,
ju gynybos pramoné yra visiSkai perkelta | karo pramone, jos tempai yra labai dideli, pagaminamos amunicijos
kiekis yra stipriai iSauges. Buvo sakyta, kad Rusija uzklimpo Ukrainoje ir Rusijai reikés daug mety atsigauti,
bet kokiu tempu ji toliau ginkluojasi ir sankcijy neveiksmingumas, pabaigoje reiSkia, kad Rusija yra
pakankamai pajégi daryti viska. Galiausiai jai ne taip ilgai uztruktu atsistatyti ir turéti galimybe uzpulti Lietuva,
Latvija, Estija, ar kita NATO valstybe. Personalo, Zmoniy jie turi labai daug, zmogiSkasis resursas yra ziauriai
didelis. Kalbos kad grésmé toli, nes Rusijai reikés daug mety atsigaut, néra tiksli. Visos prognozés, kiek mes
turim laiko pasiruosti blogéja, buvo 10, 7, 6, 5 dabar... .Vyke JAV rinkimai, Vokietijos vyriausybé keitimasis,
yra daug nezinomyjy faktoriy. Nuo tada, kaip buvo atkurta Lietuvos kariuomené, yra padarytas milZiniskas
progresas. Kariuomené neturéjo net uniformy, dabar turi pakankamai modernia ginkluote, su placia jvairove,
tiek oro gynybos sistemos, tiek péstininky kovos masinos, artilerija, individualus kario apriipinimas.
Lyginant geopolitinio situacija, ji padiktavo biitinybe. Dauguma zmoniy supranta grésme nes turim sienas su
1§ dviejy pusiy esanCiomis prieSiSkomis valstybémis. Kas daroma néra pakankama ypa¢ lyginant su
priesininky, Lietuva yra mazesné kelis kartus. Esame NATO aljanso naré, patobuléjome, vyksta daug bendry
pratyby, Lietuviai mokomi standarty bei tarpusavio bendradarbiavimo.

Daug ka pasako pirminé indikacija apie gynybos politika, gynybos svarbg vyriausybés darbotvarkéje. Jeigu
nestiprinsi nacionalinio saugumo tai pensijas Zzmonéms ateityje mokes kita valstybé. Per §ig kadencijg buvo
padarytas milziniskas progresas. Valstybés gynyba neapsiriboja tik kariuomene turi ginti visa tauta su visais
pilieciais. Puikus jrodymas, Sauliy sajungos, yra pilietinio pasiprieSinimo kursai, drony centas. Daug padaryta.
Kalbant apie oro gynyba poziiiris j ja kardinaliai pasikeité, pradéta aiSkinti, kad oro gynyba yra ta sritis kuria
mums reikia daugiau padirbéti. Net NATO kontekste tai yra viena i8 silpnesniy sri¢iy, pajégumy triiksta. Dabar
Lietuva pasirasé kontrakta dél papildomos jrangos, taip pat su Lenkais. Per kelis ménesius pokytis labai rimtas.
Tankai néra dar nupirkti, pas pastargjj ministra buvo statoma viskas ant tanky, pasikeité¢ ministras ir buvo
priimti sprendimai kad negalime Saldyti savo biudzeto tik ant tanku. Pozicija dabar yra nukreipta j oro gynyba,
tankai bus perkami etapais, stiprinti po kuopa. Tanky pirkimas dabar yra nukeltas, ir i§skaidytas metais.
Patriotai iSliks ir nesumazés. Klausimas kiek atsiras valstybei naujy patrioty. Dabar skatinamas bei stiprinamas
jausmas, kad tu esi atsakingas uz valstybe. Pazindinami zmonés su krasto gynyba. Bet sunku pasakyti labai
keiciasi jaunoji karta ji yra kitokia, nukreipta j greitajj vartojimg. Informacijos srautas kitoks, domisi globaliais
Dabar sunku vertinti i§ geopolitinés pusés ypa¢ Trump tampant prezidentu nes 80 procenty NATO biudzeto
sudaro Amerika. Jei ji pasitraukti i§ NATO biity labai blogas scenarijus bet nemanau, kad jie pasitrauks. Dabar
labai sunku spresti. Bet galy gale reiktu klausti klausimo kiek ta situacija pablogés?

Turi kelti daugiau. Nacionalinis saugumas turi buti pirmoje vietoje. 4% bty gerai turét, 3% minimumas.

Geriau dabar yra susimokeét Siek tiek brangiau kad geriau miegotus, karo atveju viskas gausis daug brangiau.
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I§ valstybés pusés sunku pasakyti, zmogus turi tiesiog suprasti. Kartais veikia sugrésminimas, situacijos
svarba. Tiesiog vieniems Zzmonéms uzsidega lemputé kitiems ne, jie supranta karo nuostolius. Padétu tai jei
zmonés aiSkiai zino kam tie pinigai yra skiriami. Matant rezultata zmogus yra linkes prisidéti. PaaiSkinimas,
vizualizavimas, kur tie pinigai eina yra labai svarbu. Matant kariuomenés parodas, bendraujant su kareiviais,
tas tiesioginis kontaktas, vizualizavimas, matymas kad ne véjais iSeina pinigai labai daug lemia.

Galima pradét su paprastoms komunikacijos programomis. Bet sunku tai padaryt vien dél to kad sunku jtikti
visiems, reiktu skirtingoms grupém zmoniy, socialiniy sluoksniy, paruosti skirtingg informacija. Tai yra labai
paprastas dalykas, nezinia kiek efektyvus. Kurti patriotines platformas, jtraukti Zmones j jvairias organizacijas,
tokie zmonés labiau linke prisidéti prie krasto apsaugos. Labiau reikia dirbti su Zmonémis kurie yra apatisKi,
kurie nelabai riipi valstybés ateitis, jiems svarbiau uz ka valgyt, turéti stoga po galva. Labai svarbu kurti dialoga
vadinamoms dvejom Lietuvomis, dazniau vykti j regionus, kalbéti kas daroma, kodél daroma. Zmonés
kuriems tritksta dialogo gali jausti vienisi palikti valstybés ir tapti priimtini propagandinéms kanalams.

Labai sunku jtakoti Zmones, kurie turi alternatyvy mastyma. Per $vietima, bendruomenes, pokalbius gyvai,
labai svarbu iSsigryninti tas grupes ir kokiai grupei kg taikyti. Jaunimui reiktu, podkestu ar trumpesnio turinio
zinuCiy, reelsu. Senesniems zmonéms galbiit galima bendradarbiaujant su regioninémis televizijomis.
Pasitikéjimas koreliuoja. Zmongés by default galvoja, kad viskas valstybéje yra blogai. Labiau ¢ia eina Zmoniy
suvokimas apie valstybés veikla. Yra apatiSky zmoniy, kurie net néra susyja su pasitikéjimu, bet ¢ia tik dalis
visuomenés Zzmoniy kuriai viskas yra blogai.

Tai auga i$ karty i kartas, sunkiai sprendziama problema. Dabar yra tiesiog susiformavusi politiné kultira.
Daugiau kalbét apie gerus darbus. Sunku pasakyt nes visiems niekada nejtiksi. Tai yra karty pokyciy
reikalaujantis sprendimas. Pradéti reikia nuo institucijy jvaizdZio formavimo ka daro, kaip daro. Norint didinti
pasitikéjima kariuomene tiesiog didinti jy matomuma ir daugiau komunikacijos su jais.

Seimas, nes nubrézia jis vaizda, kokia kryptimi juda valstybé. Seimas formuoja vyriausybe kol prezidentira,
savo nuomone. Pasitiki tomis kurios maziau paveikia zmoniy gyvenima. Zmonés labiausiai pasitiki krato
apsaugos ministerija, nes ji maziausiai reguliuoja kiekvieno zmogaus gyvenima.

Ieskoti maZesniy gabaliuky, ir kurt kuo maZesnj Zzmoniy nepasitenkinima, diversifikuoti mokes¢ius. PVM
kélimas nes tai yra tvaru, nes vis dél to reikia surinkti pinigus. Zmonéms nepatiks bet reikia pasitrinkti tarp
trupinéliy rinkimo ir kas yra tvaru. Tai yra politinés valios klausimas.

Svarbu nubrézti situacijg, pavyzdziui, priedangy trilkumas. Informacijos apie pacia situacijg, kodél reikia,
rezultatg. Nieks nesako stok j Sauktinius nes bus karas. Transliuojama Zinuté dabar yra nes Cia tévyné, biisi
stipresnis, nuotykis taip toliau. Komunikacija yra nukreipta | meil¢ tévynei, pagarbg. Bet faktas tas, kad
pilietiSkumo mokymas yra fundamentalus dalykas.

Svarbus pasitikéjimas bet manau, kad jei matai valstybei gresia egzistenciné grésmé tavo pareiga yra jai padéti.
Reikia drasos kazkuriems sprendimams. Norim kariuomenés bet nenorim nieko atiduoti, reikia politinés valios.
Priklauso nuo jy veiksmy. Kalbant apie Lietuvos kariuomené priklausys nuo geopolitinés situacijos, zmoniy
karo nuovargiu, situacijos Ukrainoje. Zmonés pavargo. Zmonés susigyveno su dabartine situacija, kaip viskas
susiklostys sunku pasakyti. Net mazi skandalai susieti su kariuomene gali daug lemti.
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14 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba vieSajame sektoriuje.

Esame NATO, padidinome investicijas kraSto gynybai, riipestis krasto saugumu yra didesnis nei buvo pries 10
- 15 mety. Yra daug grésmiy dél Lietuvos saugumo ir miisy kaimynés Rusijos késly ta sauguma sunaikinti.
Sia akimirka nejauciu grésmés, bet matydamas, kas vyksta Ukrainoje, negaliu taip galvoti apie savo ateit].
Galvojant, jsigyti biista, ar gyventi Lietuvoje, ar kurti versla, nesijaus¢iau saugus ta daryti Lietuvoje.

Per §j trumpg laika buvo padaryta pakankamai daug. Bet sunku padaryti per 5 metus ta, ka turéjo padaryti prie§
penkiolika ar dvideSimt mety. Kada laikési viskas ant zmoniy iniciatyvos ir atsidavusiy, pilietiSky zmoniy
peciy. Finansavimas ir pozitris buvo j kariuomeng prastas. Grei€iausiai prie to prisidéjo ir Rusijos propaganda
formuojant poziiirj j kariuomeng ir savo saugumo stiprinimg. Pozitiris, kad mes nestiprintume savo saugumo.
Bet manau, kad dabar yra visai kitaip.

Neturéty biiti tokios situacijos, kad mes, perkam kazkokig brangia jranga, kas yra svarbu, bet neturim viety ar
neturim salygy visiems savanoriams tarnauti, atlikti tarnyba, treniruotis. Visi kariuomengéje supranta, kad pati
esme¢ karo vis tiek yra péstininkas. Karys stovi fronte, teritorijg uzima zmonés ir ten turi kazkas kelt savo batus.
Ukraina irgi parodé, kad personalas yra labai svarbus. [$Saudzius raketas, pasibaigus milijonams, licka Zmonés
su sglyginai pigiais ginklais, jie ir gins kazkokj ruoza. Personalas yra daug svarbiau valstybés gynybai.
Klausimas, kuris mane labiausiai ir neramina, nes situacija Ukrainoje man neatrodo labai pozityvi. IS to, ka
matau ir su kokiomis problemomis susiduria ta Salis, tai manau, kad po 5 mety gali biiti, kad mes turésime ir
kariniy provokacijy, ir gal net ir karinio konflikto Baltijos Salyse.

Misy Saliy pasyvumas mane neramina ir matant tendencijas politikoje kas vyksta, kokios politinés jégos
ateina. Tokios kaip DeSiniy, ultra deSiniyjy pazitry, kur yra fokusuojamasi tik j savo valstybés gerbuvj ir
pamirsta kitas kaimynes.

AS prisidéciau. Geriau neiSgert SeSiy bokaly alaus ir investuoti | savo krasto sauguma, gynyba. Galu gale,
manau, kad tai yra pigesné investicija nei po to gailétis.

Tikrai negali visos Salies ekonomikos statyti visiskai ant karo bégiy, nes mes nesiruoSiame pulti nei Rusijos,
nei Baltarusijos. Reikia kad ji iSlikty subalansuota. Mes turime rodyti pavyzdj. Lenkija skiria apie 4-5
procentus ir tai yra daugiausiai tarp NATO valstybiy. Jeigu mes norime buti pavyzdys ir lyderysté kitoms
Salims, ir zinant kad JAV prezidentas yra toks zmogus, kuris neziliri j visas lenteles, greiciausiai zitiri tik }
pirmg vieta. Turétume skirti tiek, kad blitume pirmoje vietoje NATO sarase pagal procents.

AS$ manau, kad dalis pilie¢iy, kuriy pagrindinis argumentas yra nepasitikéjimas. Greiciausiai yra tie patys, kurie
vengia gyvenime atsakomybés ir nesiima, kad kazkg pakeisti, o nori kad kazkas uz juos tai padaryty. Tiek
Seimas, tiek Prezidentiira, tieck Vyriausybé yra visy pirma tai rinkéjy irinkti atstovai. Kiek mes juo pasitikime,
Tai yra misy atsakomybé. Nematau, kad tas pasitikéjimas kazkg i§ esmés reik$ty, tai yra Zmogaus
nusimetimas, atsakomybés uz savo $alj. Valstybé, néra Seimas, néra prezidentas, néra Vyriausybé, tai yra tik
keli §imtai zmoniy, darbuotojy, kurie mus atstovauja. Zmonéms reikty nustoti ieskoti kalty aplink ir reikty

pasizitréti, ka a$ galiu pats padaryt. Jeigu esi nepatenkintas Seimo darbu ir kad Seime Zmonés priéme
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nepatinkancius jstatymus, tai eini protestuoti, pats kandidatuoti, arba eini $nekéti su Seimo nariais, kad pakeisty
jstatymus. Sia jtaka galima daryti ir gerinti ta gerbiivj valstybei ir didinti ta valstybés sauguma. A§ manau, kad
reikty labiau apeliuoti j patj Zmogy ir $nekétis apie Zmogy. Zmonéms reikty tapti aktyvesniems ir nebijoti
bendrauti su politikais, nebijoti patiems, galbat kartais kandidatuoti j savivaldg ar jstoti j politing partijg ir
pamatyti viska i§ vidaus. Tada nebebus ty kazkokiy fobijy, baimiy, kad ¢ia kazkas blogo vyksta, nes tai yra ir
sovietinis palikimas, kuomet realiai biti partiniu reiskia priklausyti komunizmui ir okupanty rézimui.
Zmongés nesupranta visos grésmés. Greidiausiai supranta tik tie, kurie nuolatos, kelis metus seka situacija.
Svietimas ir daugiau kalbéjimo, ne tik rodymo, kad rusai padaré baisius nusikaltimus. Galbit reikétu daugiau
Svietimo ir daugiau bendravimo su tais zmonémis, kurie iSgyveno tg siaubg. Reikalingas bendras §vietimas per
pilietiskuma, ka ir dabar daro Sauliy sajunga. Parodyti kas gali nutikti, kai neinvestuoji j savo sauguma, rodyti
gerus pavyzdzius, kaip Sveicarija, kur visa 3alis turi bunkerius, visi Zmonés praéje karinj rengima, tas pats
Izraelis. Translivoti zinutg visais kanalais, pavyzdziui, filmais. Yra rimtas dokumentinis filmas “DvideSimt
dieny Mariupolyje”. Karas yra sukreciantis, daug zmoniy apie tai susimgasto. Tokie filmai skatina $nekas.
Noréciau, kad ir institucijos daugiau $viesty visuomeng, organizuoty kazkokias akcijas ar kazkokias filmy
perzitras ar net kazkokius jvairiausius biidus, kaip galima Sviesti visuomeng ir didinti suvokimg, supratima,
ka kiekvienas i§ miisy galime padaryti Siandien. Savo elgesiu a§ stengiuosi buiti tuo Zmogumi, kuris $neka apie
tai. Su savo kolegomis, su savo draugais, tg galima daryti vieSojoje erdvéje. Kiekvienas zmogus gali pasiekti
tikrai daug zmoniy ir nebdtinai reikia samdyti lektorius, kad jis tiesiog salé¢je 30 zmoniy, papasakoty ar
parodyty filma. Destrukcija ir tas blogis, kuris ten vyksta, tikrai sukreia ir tai parodo miisy valstybés
finansavimo bei Zmoniy, kurie nori tarnauti, didé¢jimas. Problema tada btina, kada tau atéjus uzsiraSyti j Krasto
apsaugos savanoriy pajégas, o ten yra pusantro pusantry mety eilé.

Kariuomené, turéty padaryti, kad ten nebiity eilés. Didinti instruktoriy skai¢iy arba pakelti atlyginimus, kad
instruktoriai nepalikty kariuomenés. Tai Cia vél atsiveria j tai, kad mes turime investuoti pirmiausia j personalg.
Pasitikéjimas kyla kuomet pazjsti ar zinai kas tarnavo. Kaip, pavyzdys, jeigu tavo giminéje bus daug zmoniy,
kurie dirba politinj darbg ir dalyvauja politikoje, nebus taip, kad nepasitikési labai Seimu ir Vyriausybe, nes
zinai, kad tavo artimieji kazkur ten dirba, jie dirba ta darbg. Taip, yra nesgziningy zmoniy, bet ¢ia, kaip ir bet
kurioje gyvenimo srityje, jy yra ir jy bus. Bet kad mes tg padidintume, mes patys turime buti jsitrauke j tai. Tai
a$ vis tiek lik¢iau prie to, kad mes patys savo elgesiu didiname tg pasitikéjimg ir norg prisidéti.

Motyvai prisidéti ar neprisidéti yra skirtingi. Esmé yra tame, kad visada Zzmonés nenori mokéti daugiau
mokeséiy ir nori turéti sau daugiau. Zmogus turi suprasti, kokia yra to grésme.

Nemanau, kad patys institucijy Zmonés bus linke labai atvirai komunikuoti. Reikia S$nekéti bendrai
visuomenininkams, Zzurnalistams, Zmonéms, S$iaip patriotams ir aktyviems Zmonéms apie tg zmoniy
sgmoningumg. Mes norim komunikacijos, bet patys nesidomi tuo, va ¢ia yra problema. Sutinku, komunikacijos
tikrai galéty buti daugiau.

Zmonéms reikéty ne tik laukti, kol kazkas kazka papasakos, bet ir patiems dométis. Jeigu mes norim, kad
Seimas daugiau komunikuoti ar aiskinty savo sprendimus, visy pirma mes turime i§ jy reikalauti. Nes jeigu
niekas nereikalauja i§ jy atsakomybés, jie gali seédéti ir nieko neveikti. Jei yra iSrenkami atsakingi Zmonés,
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kurie tikrai dirbs, jie ir komunikuos. Jeigu iSrinkty Zmones, kurie akivaizdziai eina tik dél savo asmeniniy
interesy, o ne dél valstybés interesy tai dazniausiai nebus gaunamas joks griztamasis rysys.

Su politiku tikrai bus visada lengviau susisnekéti nei su kokios srities specialistu mokslininku, IT specialistu,
telekomunikacijos specialistu. A§ manau, kad vieSojoje erdvéje informacija yra pakankamai suprantama ir
pasiekti ja galima. Problema yra tame, kad &ia grei¢iausiai bus $vietimo béda. Zmonés nenori galvoti, nenori
mastyti. Nori, kad viskas biity pateikta, suvalgyta, sukramtyti ir taip toliau. AS manau, kad reikia skatinti
visuomeng mastyti. Nes tame yra ir informacinis karas, ir propaganda. Jeigu Zmonés néra kritiSki, nemoka
atsirinkti informacijos, nemoka skaityti, nemoka ieskoti informacijos, tai jie yra labai lengvai paveikiami.

AS$ manau labai paprastai pasizitréjus dabar, yra socialiniai tinklai, jeigu pasizitréti, kas Lietuvoje turi
daugiausiai sekéjy, tai turi buvusi prezidenté Dalia Grybauskaité ir pasakoje turi didziulg jtakg Zmonéms. AS
manau, kad prezidento institucija yra ta institucija, kuri turi didziausig jtakg miisy $aliai, nes tai yra, miisy
valstybés lyderio pozicija. Tai yra labiau uZsienio politikos formavimo, maziau vidaus politikos, Bet a§ manau,
kad dazniausiai ministrai ar pirmininkai neturi tokios didelés jtakos. Prezidentas yra tas misy veidas. AS
manau, kad didziausig jtaka turi prezidento institucija.

negalima kazko nuskriausti ir viskg uzmesti ant vieno Zzmogaus, ar vienos grupés peciy. Manau, kad tai yra
visy zmoniy interesas. Reikia apie tai Snekéti kuo daugiau. Tai yra kiekvieno zmogaus interesas gyventi
saugioje valstybéje. Lygiai taip pat, kaip kiekvieno Zmogaus interesas yra jsidéti spyna, galbiit jsidéti
signalizacija, galbiit apsidrausti turtg ir panaSiai nuo vagiy ir panasiai. Jeigu Zzmonés apsitverti savo namus ir
Dazniausiai didzioji dalis Zmoniy nori apsitverti tvora ir pasistatyti kameras, kad jy nepavogty ir panasiai. Tai
yra investicija ir visi Zzmonés turi prie to prisidéti.

Galbut didziuliai mokesciai visokioms lazyby bendrovéms, nes Zmonés praranda pinigus statydami ir nieko i$
to negauna, galiausiai kencia jy Seimos. Tabakas, alkoholis ir panasiai. AS manau, kad visos sritys turéty
kazkiek prisidéti ir tai taip neskaudéty. Jeigu apmokestins tik paprasta Zzmogy, jam baisiai skaudés, jis bus
nepatenkintas, jis protestuos ir t.t. Lygiai tas pats bus ir su verslu. Verslas bus nepatenkintas. Verslas grasina,
kad iSeis j uzsienj ir taip toliau. Tai néra kazkokia viena vienos srities, kurig galbiit reikty uzdéti apynasrj. AS
manau, kad kazkur truputj po i§ visy galima surinkti ir tai buty tinkamiausias budas.

AS$ manau, kad kariuomené pati i§ saves, dragsina zmones, daro visai didelj zingsnj j priekj. Geras pavyzdys
bty kariuomenés tinklalaidé, kur jau yra virs 40 jvairiy serijy apie kariuomenés padalinius su jvairaus laipsnio
kariuomenés personalu, tiek karininkai, tiek puskarininkiai. Ta pati yra Sauliy sajunga, kuri organizuoja
jvairius renginius. Tg daryti reikia ir toliau, supazindinti Zmones su tuo, kas vyksta kariuomenéje, kokie
zmonés ten gyvena, kad ten tokie patys paprasti Zzmonés dirba kariuomenéje.

AS sutinku, kad galbtt nereikia vien Snekéti apie kara ir apie blogus dalykus, nes tai tikrai gali nusverti zmoniy
rankas. Puikus pavyzdys yra tai, kad i$ tikryjy negauna tie zmonés, kurie daro gerus darbus, didelio démesio
i§ ziniasklaidos. Dabar buvo ruoSiami du konvojai j Ukraing. Vienas jy juoko forma buvo pavadintas MaZasis
konvojus kitas Didysis, kurj organizavo Tapinas. Dazniausiai tie visuomenininkai, kurie turi didelj sekéjy

skaiCiy. Jie sulaukia ziniasklaidos démesio. Turétu biiti daugiau vieSinamos ir mazos akcijos. Galbut kiti
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zmonés galéty i§ tikryjy pasistengti ir paviesSinti tokius dalykus, kurie dirba Ziniasklaidoje, tikrai kazkokiam
zurnalistui nenukristy ranka parasyti straipsnj apie jvykj.

Reikty Snekéti ir apie gerus darbus, o ne tik kritikuoti Zmones, kad va, institucijos kazko nepadaré. Bet galbiit
yra seimo nariy, kurie gerus darbus nudirbo praeitoje kadencijoje ir galbat kartais patys visiskai neturi laiko
papasakoti, pasigirti, kokie yra geri darbuotojai. Juolab kad ir gyvenime irgi daznai yra Zzmoniy, kolegy, kurie
dirba juodai, bet jiems niekas ir gero darbo nepasakys ar atlyginimo nepakels, kol jie patys nepasakys, kad
iSeina i§ darbo. Reikéty jvairiais biidais stengtis tuos gerus darbus ir zmones, kurie juos daro viesinti.

AS manau, kad taip. Pasitikéjimas yra veiksnys labiau lieCiantis ir sukeliantis spaudima politikams. Pavyzdys,
ka tik po 2024 seimo rinkimy, Zmonés balsuodami rodé tokj didelj pasitikéjima viena partija. Yra juokinga,
kad po trijy ar pusés mety jis subliiiksta. Tada vadinasi, arba tie zmonés, kurie balsavo, yra kvaili ir nesupranta,
uz ka balsuoja, arba nereikia métytis. Tiesiog jeigu tu pasitiki Sitais politikais, jeigu tu uz juos balsuoji,
nesvarbu, koks tai politikas biity. Tai tu turi prisiimti atsakomybe, kad uz ji balsavai. Darbdavys yra rinkéjas
Jo balsas lemia, kas bus isrinktas j parlamentg ir kas dirbs tg darba. Yra labai patogu kaltinti iSrinktg politika.
Jis atsakingas kazkam, bet mes jj iSrinkome. Valstybé néra Seimas, yra nemazai ir visuomenininky, kritikuoja
ir ziniasklaida yra didelé klaida, padaryta pas mus vieSojoje erdvéje, kad mes valdzia, Seimg, ar kazkokius
valdininkus vadinam valstybe, kas esame mes, tada mes nesame valstybé ? Zmonés kiekviena diena savo
darbais gali prisidéti ir didinti tg pasitikéjima. Pasitikéjimas susideda i$§ daug dalyky. Mes $Snekame apie kySius,
apie korupcija, bet kas paima kysj, kas duoda kys$j. Dazniausiai pas mus yra, tiesiog, kad mes vieni Kitus
kaltiname, rodome pirstais kas kaltas, o niekas nenori prisiimti atsakomybés. Lengviau yra kaltinti nei prisiimti
atsakomybe. Suprantu, kad yra Zmoniy, kurie nepadaré savo darbo, bet nereikia pulti i§ karto visy valdZzios
institucijy, kritikuoti visada yra lengva, bet niekas nenori daryti dél to.

Sunku pasakyti. Atrode, kad i8 tikryjy pilnos invazijos salygomis jis augo, galbiit net politinémis institucijomis.
Daug priklausys nuo dabartiniy naujy lyderiy, kokia politika ir kokius sprendimus priims naujai iSrinkti
atstovai. Stipriai lems, Lietuvos pagalba Ukrainai, nes Lietuva buvo matoma kaip lyder¢ pasaulyje. Lyderiai,
kurie atstovauja Lietuva, kaip prezidentas, uzsienio reikaly ministras, premjeras ir panasiai, jy lyderyste, jy
darbai, lems Zzmogaus pasitikéjima. Bet vis tiek tas pasitikéjimas jais néra svarbu, kiek a$ noriu iSleisti krasto
gynybai, nes as ne dél jy skyriau pinigus krasto gynybai.

Penki ateinantys metai labai lems, kokie misy Salyje yra lyderiai. Dabar yra naujas kariuomenés vadas, jo
nuveikti darbai, sprendimai irgi stipriai lems tai, kiek Zmonés pasitiki krasto gynyba. Jeigu, bus gerinamos

salygos, jeigu nebus jokiy skandaly jsigyjant kazkokia jrangg ir i§leidziant tuos milijardus, pasitikéjimas augs.
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15 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi KAM

Saugumo situacija pilna i$§ukiy. Yra daug grésmiy, bet Lietuvos kariuomené stipresné nei bet kada anksciau.
KAM per pastaruosius ketverius metus jdé¢jo daug pastangy, daug darbo. Sukurta plati gynybos priemoniy
visuma ir kad ir kokia pilna i$8tikiy, saugumo situacija, bet §iuo metu esame gana saugis.

Geopoliting situacija yra labai grésminga. Visi vertinimai rodo, kad Rusija yra pajégi uzpulti. AnuSauskas,
vieng karta yra pasakes, Rusijai atsistatyti uztruks, artimiausiu metu neturétu nieko uzpulti, bet kvailumo jie
visada turés. Kol yra kaimynas, kuriam kvailumo visada uzteks uzpulti, tol ir bus situacija tokia grésminga.
Padaryta daugiau, negu kada nors anksiau. Vien jau pastarasis pusmetis ministro Kascitino jspiidingas.
Pasistiméta su gynybos pramone, drony jranga, visa ekipuote, infrastruktiira. jkurtas bepilo¢iy orlaiviy
mokymo centras. Kontr mobilumo priemonés, jkurti kontr mobilumo parkas, pildomos inZinerinés priemonés.
Padidinus biudzeta, ziemg priimti sprendimai dél leopardy tanky, viksriniy péstininky kovos masiny, leido
paspartinti gerokai jsigijimus. Viskas daroma efektyviai, daug jsigyta, sustiprinta, kariuomenés koviné galia.
Idéta daug darbo, pastangy, sukurti nauji projektai, iniciatyvos. Noré¢iau paminéti, komendantiiras, jos suteikta
galimybé visiems prisidéti prie saugumo. Visos galimybés prisidéti yra. Jei tu negali tarnauti, gali eiti |
komendantiirg, jei negali ] komendantiira, gali paaukoti tam paciam gynybos fondui, gali iSmokti,
savarankiskai pereiti visokius kursus. Galimybés yra, kas nori ir pasidomi randa tas galimybes. Ministerija
remiasi kariuomenés patarimu. Kariuomenés profesionalai priima sprendimus. Jie zino, ko reikia geriausiai.
Geopolitika sunkiau prognozuoti, bet tikétina, kad isliks ta pati nemazéjanti grésmé. O dél pajégumy, tai manau
neabejotinai tik augs, nes dabartinis padarytas darbas pastaraisiais metais uztikrino tg teisinga krypti, kuria bus
dirbama toliau. Yra partijy politiniy susitarimas i$laikyti ta kryptj. Visos partijos kalba apie tai, kad tai yra
prioritetas, kad reikia dél finansavimo jdéti pastangas, kazkur nuimti kazkur kazkokj mokestj pridéti, kazkaip
didinti ta biudZetg. Démesys tam yra, jis isliks, saugumo priemonés bus toliau stiprinamos.

Pritarciau, kad galéty buti 4%, kuo didesnis, tuo geresnis. Visos priemonés tam pateisinamos. Gali mokes¢iy
tikrai buiti didesniy, visi turim suprasti, kad ¢ia yra dél visy miisy saugumo ir kiekvienas turime padaryti viska,
ka galime. Tiek eilinis pilietis, tiek verslas, visi kiek gali, turi buti prisidéti prie saugesnés ateities.

Labiausiai jtakoja supratimas, koks yra kaimynas, kokia yra geopolitiné situacija ir Zinojimas, koks pavojus
skatina prisidéti. Vieni supranta tg grésme, kitiems dar atrodo, kad ¢ia vis dar kazkas tolimo ir nerealaus, netiki
kad gali ir pas mus kazkas tokio jvykti. Triiksta Zzmoniy, realios situacijos, suvokimo.

Laipsniskai viskas yra daroma teisingai. Komunikacija yra teisinga ir ty paskatinimy, iniciatyvy, parodymy,
kodél reikia remti, didinti biudzetg yra. Bet vis tiek tai yra jautrus klusimas, nes mokesciai. Niekas nenori
mokéti i§ savo kiSenés, tai labai nattiralu, visi galvoja, kad ir tai daug moka. Pinigai jautrus klausimas, bet
manau daug kas sutinka, kad saugumas yra svarbu ir reikalinga.

Komunikacijos netriiksta. Krasto apsaugos ministerija skelbia visg gynybos biudzetg ir visg padalinima.

Galima surasti tg pyraga, kiek iSleidziama, personalo islaidos, jsigijimai, modernizacija. [$laidos atitinka visus
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NATO standartus ir viskas su jomis ir su pa¢ia komunikacija yra gerai. Tikrai tos komunikacijos yra, déj¢
nevisi nori dométis ir ieSkoti. Esmé viskas yra tvarkoje tiek su komunikacija, tiek su gynybos iSlaidomis.
Tikétina taip. Valdzia toks dalykas, kuriuo Zmonés jprastai linke nepasitikéti, nes apskritai zmogus linkes
nepasitiketi ir ieskoti kalty dél savo nes¢kmiy. Taip, turbiit yra kazkokia koreliacija.

Nezinau. [prasta, kad valdzia, zmonés linke apskritai nepasitikeéti. Labai reta institucija, kuri turi pasitikéjima.
Dazniausiai butent policija, kariuomené, ugniagesiai, tie, kurie gelbsti turi auksta pasitikéjima. Valdzia
daugelis mato kaip, kazkokius svetimus Zmones, kurie aukstesni ir i§ aukSto priima sprendimus uz kitus.

Yra pilna laidy, kuomet politikai kalba ir visokiuose formatuose per televizija, interneto portalai tikrai daug.
Tie komunikacijos kanalai yra iSbandyti, iSméginti. Dabar ¢ia kalbama, kad reikia rodytis ne soc tinkluose, bet
gyvai eit ir bendraut su zmonémis. Geriausias btidas kazkam perduoti savo Zinutg tai turbit tas tiesioginis
kontaktas. Nes kol tu matai zmogy tik televizoriuje, tai jis tau ir atrodo tolimas. Bet kai pamatai va ¢ia su
tavimi kalba, tai tada ir tas pasitikéjimas auga.

Visi kazkaip valdzig tapatina su Seimu. Seimas vis tiek ten tvirtina tuos visus, galiausiai teisés aktus, jstatymus.
Jie daznai tampa atpirkimo oziais, kaip zmonés mato Seima, taip mato ir visas kitas institucijas.

Lyginant seimg su KAM tai labai sunku kazkg patarti. Krasto apsaugoje yra patraukli tema, Zmonés mégsta
labiau tai matyti, kad gynyba stiprina sauguma. Seimas jis yra nekonkretus, be kazkokio patrauklumo. Tai
labai skirtingos specifikos.

Teisingiausia biity, kad visi prisidéty ir verslas, ir pilieCiai. Visus liecia tas saugumo klausimas ir visi norim
biti saugiis ir todél visi turim padaryti viska, ka galim.

Reikia komunikuoti apie tai, kas daroma, kas perkama, tai yra daroma. Yra gana tikrai aiski kariuomenés,
KAM komunikacija. Tas noras yra skatinamas. Norétysi kad prisidétu labiau ne tik institucijos, bet ir
privatus sektorius, Ziniasklaida labiau afiSuoti tas zinutes.

Kalbant apie valstybingumo mokymus, triiksta, yra tas dalykas. Nuo mokyklos yra silpnokai uzsiimama tuo
su vaikais, bet dabar pradéta imtasi. PasiraSytas susitarimas, tarp $vietimo ir mokslo ministerijos, KAM ir
Sauliy sajungos, kad biity stiprinamas tas patriotinis pilietinis ugdymas. Nuo mokyklos, nuo mazens tai turi
prasidéti ir yra daugybé kity priemoniy, kaip tai skatinti, yra pilietiSkumo kursai, jvairiis mokymai. Manau
efektyviai suveiks, kai bus imamasi poky¢iy stiprinimo, pilietinio ugdymo nuo mazens.

Pasitikéjimas svarbus, nes reikia turéti visuomenés mandatg, reikia turéti pritarimg sprendimams. Bet
mokesciai yra toks labai specifinis klausimas. Labai jautrus klausimas. Visuomenés nuomoné ir palaikymas
svarbu, bet reikia suprasti ir tg specifika, ir jautruma. Pinigy klausimas, kiekvienam yra jautrus.

Augs, toliau vyks darbai, stiprinimas. Zmonés vis labiau matys ta, matys stipresne kariuomene, labiau galés ja

didziuotis. Toliau bus visos komunikacinés priemonés vystomos. Tas pasitikéjimas, manau, tik augs

108



10.

11.

12.

16 Pasnekovas (Respondent), pasienietis.

Dél karo Ukrainoje néra saugumo jausmo. Lietuvoje atrodo viskas tvarkoje, bet netoliese tie jvykiai neuztikrina
saugumo. Kazkiek jaudiu grésmés i§ kaimyniniy valstybiy. Siuo metu reikia daugiau ginkly, bet kiek
vyriausybe skiria manau yra pakankamai.

Vertinu teigiamai, mano nuomone viskas buvo padaryta kiek galéjo gerai. Kalbant apie tankus matau juos kaip
metalo lauza. Reiktu labiau remti prieSléktuving ir tolimo nuotolio sistemas.

Viskas priklausys nuo to kaip eisis karas Ukrainoje. Néra aiSku kokiomis saglygomis pasibaigs karas. Kalbant
apie pasiruosimg tai nemanau, kad stipriai pasistimésime, nors zadama Vokieciy brigada.

Manau gynybai reiktu skirti daugiau 1€8y. ISsiSokt su biudZetu mes neturétume manau 3 procentai turétu buti
riba. Pinigy reikia ir kitom sritim.

Norétysi, kad visi pirkimai biity be jokiy korupciniy, $e§¢liniy susitarimy. Zmonés daugiau prisidétu nes po
dideliy skandaly tikrai néra noro prisidéti. Truksta skaidrumo. Reiktu kompetentingy Zmoniy komisijos, kurie
zinotu pirkimy, pardavimy kainas ir Zinotu geriausias kainas. Reiktu aplamai profesionalesniy zmoniy.

Kuo Zmonés turtingesni, tuo jie labiau nori apsaugot savo turtg ir prisidéti prie gynybos finansavimo. Kol
zmogus, nieko neturi, ir kartos kad prie Ruso buvo geriau.

Koreliacija egzistuoja, manau taip.

Kelti skaidruma, néra pasitikéjimo nes po visy korupciniy skandaly zmones nori maziau prisidéti. Svarbu labai
galutinis tikslas, kur nueina pinigai.

Maziausiai pasitikiu seimu, prezidenttra. Labiausiai pasitikiu vyriausybe. Kalbant apie kariuomene nezinau,
kaip jos pasiruosimas veiks tiesioginés agresijos metu. Pas juos ko gero geriausia komunikacija i§ visy
valstybés jstaigy, bet sunku pasakyti kaip ji kovos krentant bombom.

Turétu prisijungti gyventojai ir verslas, atitinkamai pagal pajamas turi prisijungti visi. AS labai uz kad
apmokestintu labai dideles pajamas generuojancias kompanijas.

Galbit ne j temg bet klausimas su priedangom. Kokios tai priedangos, baisus dalykas, $tai ir visa komunikacija,
sako turim bet realybéje ne. Pasididziavimas kariuomene turi biiti, nes zmonés pasirinke Sig profesija, Zino kuo
rizikuoja.

Vis tiek manau labai svarbus yra pasitikéjimas. Kuo labiau ja pasitiki tuo labiau zmonés nori ja remti, visas
jos politines reformas.

Valstybe pasitikéjimas neaugs, su kariuomene manau kariuomené irgi liks tam pa¢iame lygyje.
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17 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privac¢iame sektoriuje.

Bendrai paémus, jauc¢iuosi saugiai su NATO. Jeigu biity kokia potenciali grésmé prie§ Lietuva, biity matoma,
kad yra judinamos prieso pajégos, viskas biity zinoma ir batume jspéti. Dabar tikiu, kad priesas neturi pajégy,
mums grasinti. Judam gerg linkme, gerai yra ruoSiamasi, HIMARS pirkimai, tanky uzsakymai. Kalbant biitent
apie dabartine situacija, tai reiktu daugiau oro gynybos, triikksta sunkiosios ginkluotés. Bendrai paémus, i§
minkstosios pusés gerai, i§ sunkios dar reiktu pasitempt, bet judam gera linkme.

Kariuomené geriausiai nuspres, ko reikia. Buvo priimti geri sprendimai, vokie¢iy dislokavimas suteikia
garantijg i$ sajungininky, padidéjgs pratyby skaicius, padidéjusios sajungininky rotacijos. Tai parodo prieSams,
kad esam pasiruose, esam susidirbe. Nemaciau dideliy problemy nei i§ valstieciy nei i§ konservatoriy. Kalbant
apie tankus tai jie atrodo labiau puolimo ginklas nei gynybos. Kalbant apie oro gynyba, Lenkai perka F-35
naikintuvus, Kurie yra daug pranaSesni uz Rusy, jie turétu uztikrinti NATO dominavimg ore taciau reiktu jy
daugiau. Negalime ignoruoti ir kariuomenés, ja reikia labiau investuoti, nes mums svarbiau yra atremti
antZzeminius puolimus, tai gal tankai ir buty vienas i$ ty budy.

Pastatysim naujy gamykly, labai dideli likesciai, kad daug viskg gaminsime. Pati kariuomenés situacija tai
smarkiai sustiprés. Galésim patys gamintis, bei kitiems tiekti technikg. Busim bendrai susidirb¢ su
sgjungininkais ir patys turésim labiau jkurtg sektoriy. Kalbant apie geopoliting situacijg tai priklauso ka Kinai
sugalvos, Siaurés Koréja, nekalbant dar apie Rusija, ar jie sugrius viduje ar kaip tik sustiprés. Sunku pasakyti,
kas bus po mety. Aplamai manau nestabili geopoliting situacija.

AS neZinau, gerai kokj detalesnj plang pamatyti i§ kariuomené, KAM, kad jame matytysi tikslingi duomenys,
pavyzdys, norint padidinti tam tikrus pajégumus reikia tiek 1ésy, dél to mums reikia surinkti tiek 1€Sy. Manau
uztenka 3%. Nematau bendro vaizdo, kiek pirkimai uztruks, kiek kas kainuoja, kaip atrodo visas procesas,
bendras vaizdas.

Matant tai, kas vyksta Ukrainai ir €ia yra geriausias pavyzdys. Jeigu turésim galios, turésim sajungininkus, tai
nieko panaSus nebus ir pas mus, tai pat galésim skirti daugiau paramos Ukrainai, galétume padéti ginklais ir
pinigais. ISoriné grésmé.

Kalbant apie vidinius veiksnius tai mane paskatintu labiau prisidéti jai matyc¢iau didesni aukstyjy technologijy
sektoriy kariuomenéje, super pazangios raketas, dronai, kazkas i§ tokios srities, kad bty super pazangi
technika. Motyvuoja moderni technika, kuria galétume pasirodyti prie§ pasaulj.

Norétysi matyti aiSku plang, kur judam, ko reikia. Darysiu tg ir tg, sieksiu to ir to. AS asmeniskai neturiu jokiy
pasitikéjimo problemy su seimu ar prezidentu. Yra jvairios partijos jos dirba, stengiasi, populizmo tik
nekenciu.

Neturiu tokios problemos pats, bet gal béda yra su $eséline ekonomika. Neturiu atsakymo.

Kalbant apie skaidruma tai reikia pradéti nuo saves ir biiti skaidriam. Komunikacija, bet ne visi jg supras, nors
viska i§déstytum. Reikia bendro plano. Kalbant biitent apie mokescius, tai norétysi aiSkumo, kam bus skirtas

mokestis, kiek ir kokius sektorius jis paveiks. Labai svarbu paaiSkinti kam tas mokestis reikalingas, jo svarba.
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Kai ateina j darbg kompetentingas, zinantis kg daro asmuo, i§ karto kyla pasitikéjimas ministerija. Kuomet yra
matoma, kaip | ministerija, kurioje vaiksSto didelés sumos pinigy, ateina jtartinas, neaiSkus politikas tai iSkart
krenta pasitikéjimas. Didziausia jtakg daro uz ta ministerijg atsakingi zmonés, nepriklausant nuo partijos.
Aplamai kalbant apie institucijas tai labiausiai pasitikéCiau prezidentiira, manau didziausia jtaka jis turi.
Prezidento zodis turétu bt stiprus. Aplamai svarbu kad institucijos tikslingai leistu pinigus.

Solidarumo jnaSas gera idéja, kas norés tas prisidés. Manau labai svarbu kovoti pries $esélj, stengti jj mazinti,
viska skaidrinti. Kalbant apie mokescius, draudimo idéja man patinka. Dar galima skolintis.

Juokinga biity, bet gal buty galima parodyti kokia varginga yra miisy kariuomené ir jai truksta pinigy, bet ¢ia
biity negerai. Manau reikia tiesiog parodyti dabartine situacija, kad ji yra nebloga, bet vis tiek parodyti
trukuma, daugiau paviesinti dabarting situacijg ir parodyti koks galétu buti realus galutinis tikslas. Parodyti
siekiamybe, ir iki esantj trukuma. Koks yra biudzetas, koks yra truikumas. Parodyti laiko tarpa, turiu omenyje,
kiekvienais metais yra nustatytas biudzetas, jie gauna pinigus, bet ar kiekvienais metais jy triks, gal vienais
metais uztektu tiesiog pasiskolinti Siek tiek pinigy i$ kitur. Ar dabar kazkg reikia greitai pirk, greitai uzsakyti,
kad laiku gauti, ar galima pirkimg istesti per ilgesnj laiko tarpa.

Kalbant apie visuomeniskumo mokymus tai, pasididziavimg jausmas, pasididziavimg mokestis. Viskas turi
kilti nattraliai. Labai individualus dalykas Cia, kiekvienas mato kas vyksta Ukrainoje, reiktu geriau viska
iStransliuoti, nebitinai kariavimui yra perkamos visos priemongés, o biitent atgrasymui. Reikia ruostis netik
paciai kariuomenei, bet taip pat ir Zmonéms. Nes kariauti tektu visiems, vienaip ar kitaip.

Manau pasitikéjimas yra netoks svarbus. Bet esant didesniam pasitikéjimui, Zmonés vis bus labiau linke
paaukoti, kazko atsisakyti. Kazkiek svarus. Reikia pasitikéti zmonémis, ir pacia kariuomene. Karuomené zino
planus, mato geriau ko truksta. Galiausiai nebandyt bt ekspertais, nematant visos situacijos.

Kariuomené tai tikrai nemazés, kad ir kas vykty. Tuo labiau esant tokiai nestabiliai geopolitiniai situacijai,
kariuomené tikrai iSliks svarbi, kaip atraminis punktas, kad esame pasiruosia. Kalbant apie valdzios
institucijas, tikiuosi i§ dabartinés valdzios daug skandaly nekils. Bet visko gali biit. Politinémis institucijoms

kris, gynybiniy institucijy issilaikys.
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18 Pasnekové (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privaciame sektoriuje.

Esame grésmingoje geopolitingje situacijoje ir misy saugumas, didele dalimi, priklauso nuo sajungininky
poziiirio ] visg situacijg ir jy veiksnumg. Tiek, kiek mes patys galim patys apsiginti, nuo kazkokiy grésmiy
kylanciy i8 ryty pusés, néra uztektina, galbiit uztektu sulaukti pagalbos i§ sgjungininky, bet realiai ta grésmé
yra. Saugumo situacijas, néra pati patikimiausia, bet vis tiek bandom gyventi su gerais liikesciais. Lietuvos
kariuomene pasitikiu ir manau, kad tikrai mes esame neblogai pasiruose atremti kazkokius antpuolius, bet
jeigu mes kalbam apie ilgalaikius veiksmus, kazkokius didesnius gynybinius pajégumus, tai nelabai.

Vertinu labai gerai. Turbtt didziausias ir naudingiausias dalykas, tai tarptautinis kontraktas su Rheinmetall ir
kitom karine pramone uzsiimanc¢ioms bendrovém. Tai yra didziausia, kg galéjo padaryti ir tai yra Zymiai
svarbiau negu HIMARS ir Sauktiniy didinimas kartu sudéjus. Jeigu Vokieciy kapitalo jmoné, pastatys ¢ia savo
gamykla, tai vienareikSmiskai reiskia, kad jie jg gins. Reiskia jie pasitiki Sito regiono saugumu ir mato kad jy
gamyklg neatiteks priesui.

Kalbant apie pirkimus tai, a§ manau, kad viskas yra gerai. Nezinau ar daug naudos yra pirkti, sistemas po
viena, pavyzdziui PATRIOT, tai yra tas pats, kaip neturéti nicko. Reikia pirkti daugiau, kad ji apimtu didesnj
plota arba skirti 1éSas kazkur kitur, nes oro gynybg mes turésime dabar visai neblogg i§ Lenkijos pusés. Lenkija
statosi pas save skydo dalj, jy pastangomis, bus neblogai uZzdengta visag Europg ir mes tam tarpe. Galbit reikéty
daugiau investuoti biitent j Sauktinius, karininkija, kariuomenés gerovés didinima, kad Zmonés noréty ¢ia eiti.
Pirkimai yra gerai, gal reikéjo didesniy, galbiit reikéjo i kitas vietas labiau déti fokusa, negu buvau uzdétas,
bet i§ esmés manau, kad dar daugiau galétume skirti tam.

Biity smagu, jeigu pasiektume 50 tukstanciy kariuomenés personalg.. Kariuomenés situacija smarkiai gerés, i§
geopolitinés puses sunku pasakyti. Geru keliu einam del kariuomenés plétros ir stiprinimo, bet mes per ne lyg
esame priklausomi nuo sajungininky. Mes ir bitume parama sgjungininkams nepagrindinis veiksnys.

Reikeéty didinti iki 5%, kad jis biity zymiai didesnis, gerokai didesnis. Negalime leisti sau skaiCiuoti
procentines, punktines dalis, kai uz 50 km sédi priesas ir laukia, kada galés pas mus ateiti. Yra maZziau svarbiy
sriciy i$ kuriy galétume paimti Siek tiek biudzeto.

Skaidrumas, kurio labai triiksta, nes Zmonés daZniausiai girdi tik blogas istorijas. Zmonés mato per Zinias, vos
ne kiekvieng dieng yra rodomo, kad vyksta pratybos, kazkokie veiksmai, kur vazinéja kariné technika. Per tai
jie gali suprasti, kad tas dalykas kainuoja pinigus. Reikia, kad Zmonéms realiai biity parodyta, kaip atrodo tos
misy pratybos, kaip mes per pratybas gyvename ir kiek kas kainuoja, ir parodyty, kad kiekvienas Lietuvos
verslas stengiasi dirbti su kariuomene vien tam, kad galéty uzsikelti savo kainas, kad su tuo biity pradéta kovoti.
Net savo darbe susiduriu su tokiais atvejais. Vienas i§ pavyzdziy, turéjom klientg kurio verslo tikslas, pradéti
tiekti maistg kariuomenei. Kadangi jie niekaip nelaimi to konkurso, jie pasileido j rinkg, taip vadinamg
astronauty maistg. Tai yra visiSkai marketinginis zingsnis, kuris absoliu¢iai neatnes nei kiek pelno, nes jie
gamina maistg deSim¢iai Zmoniy, bet jie bando prisikasti prie kariuomenés. Kol miisy paciy pozitiris bus j tai,

kad mes i$ kariuomenés galim iSmelzti pinigus, tol ir Zzmonés, nenorés remti kariuomengs, prisidéti ir aukoti,
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mokeéti mokescius. Kai mes suprasim, kad i§ miisy pinigy yra daromi realiis naudingi dalykai, o ne perkamos
liofilizuotos uogos. Labiau triksta skaidrumo, tas ir daro didziausig jtaka, tas ir Zmoniy mentalitetas.

Kalbant apie komunikacijg, a§ neZinau, ar ji yra tokia dél to, kad dalis informacijos yra slapta ir negalima ja
dalintis, rodyti, kaip vyksta pratybos, bet jeigu Zmonés realiai tai pamatyty, tai jie ir kitokias i§vadas pasidaryty.
Manau, komunikacija kazkiek yra per nelyk uzspausta visiskai lygioje vietoje.

AS manau, kad Sitas dalykas yra labai sunkiai kontroliuojamas, bet kazkokia statutine baze apibrézti
marzingumg arba pelno procenta, kurj, jmoné, gali pasiekti turédama santykius ar sandorius su kariuomene.
Tai tikrai padéty kariuomenei visapusiskai. Daug kas apie tai kalba, kas dirba kartu su kariuomene, kas kitoje
pus¢je dirba versle. Jeigu nori parduoti daikta uz eurs, iSgirdes, kad kariuomené §j daiktg nori jsigyti, tu ji
parduosi uz penkis eurus. Jeigu galéty, kazkokiu biidu, iSleisti sisteming baze, kuri apibréztu Siuos dalykus ar
buty tikrinami laiméty projekty marSingumai, kad nebtity marzy 500 procenty, biity visapusiska nauda visiems,
nes dabar verslas lobsta i$§ kariuomenés.

Susije, jeigu zmonés pasitikéty labiau, tuo pacius seimu, tiek kitom institucijom, tai Zmonés Zymiai noriau
mokeéty mokescius. Zmonés nepasitiki biudzeto skirstymu, biudzeto déliojimu ir panasiais dalykai.

Zmonéms triiksta vizijos supratimo, kas ketinama daryti su pinigais ir kas bus i3 to. Jeigu pasakysim, kad mes
Cia dabar iSleidziam tiek ir tiek, negerai, zmonés nesupras, toliau klausinés, kas i§ to, kur nueina miisy pinigai?
AS esu girdéjus i pazjstamy, kas kariuomengje dirba, kad ketinama didinti Sauktiniy skaiciy, ir paskatinimui
Sauktiniams mokés po tiikstantj eury per ménesj j rankas. Ka tai reiskia, Sauktinis bidamas 18-19 mety, baiges
mokykla, gali ateiti | kariuomene, gali atlikti prading karo tarnyba ir per tuos devynis ménesius sutaupyti 8
tikstancius eury. galiausiai i$¢j¢s 1S kariuomenés stoti j universiteta ir taip turéti jnasa.

Bet Cia viskas yra tik pletko lygyje, kodél Zzmonéms néra pateikiamas Sitas dalykas, kad yra svarstomas Sitas
dalykas, tai mums padéty pritraukti daugiau jaunuliy j kariuomene, tai padéty jauniems Zmoném padéty
susikurti savo gerbiivj. Jei zmonés matyty, kad dabar yra renkamas mokestis, nes mes ketinam didinti
Sauktinius ir taip toliau. Viskas bty aiSkiau, nes dabar tai tiesiog didina mokescius, kas i§ to. Skaidrumas ir
vizija, §tai ko truksta.

AS$ manau, kad Seimas. Nes zmonés labai jsigilina j tai, kas vyksta Seime. Kiekvieng dieng matome, kas ten
vyksta. Kiekviena dieng matome ir girdim, kg tie Zzmonés $neka. Kas ten kieno kalbose sukasi, kas ten kur
prisidirbo, kas ten kg prisigédino. Ir automatiskai visa tai formuoja valdzios jvaizdj.

Tuo tarpu kariuomené, yra mistifikuota. Nieks nezino, kas ten tiksliai vyksta ir kas ten, kaip, ir kur yra, bet gal
tai ir yra normalu. Poziiiris ] Prezidenta, labai greit gali keistis. Jis labai greitai gali susigadinti reputacijg prie$
zmones arba pasigerinti tg reputacijg prie zmones. Bet bendrai paémus, jis kaip vienas karys. Kol seimas yra
vieta, kur gimsta visa misy sprendimy bazé ir diskusijos. Kai Zmonés mato, kokie ten zmonés, tai ir nepasitik.
AS turbut labiausiai pasitikiu kariuomene, o maziausiai Seimu. Norint pakelti pasitikéjimg seimu reikia nustoti
daryti nesagmones. | Seimg Zmongés neateina Zmonés i§ gatves, visuomeneés branduolys yra Seimas. Kuomet ten
susirenka zmongés su teistumais, nebaigia aukstyjy, neisprusélei. Tokie kaip Antanas, Minedas, tokie susirenka
pas mus j Seima. Manau reiktu didesne atranka daryti, aukstesnius kriterijus iSkelti. Nebitina visiems fizinio
parengtumo reikalavimus islaikyti, kas biity Siaip irgi neblogai, bet nors kazkokius kriterijus sugrieztinti. Dabar
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ateina SeSias klases pabaige, buve KGB agentai, ar su teistumais, ir tokie vadovauja Saliai, j kariuomene tokie
niekada nepatektu.

A§ manau, kad privatiems asmenims mokéti tokj mokestj nebiity teisinga. Sj mokestj turéty sumoketi verslai,
bankai, kazkaip jie pasidalinti. Nes jei, mokés kiekvienas i§ miisy, jeigu mokeés ir verslas ir privaty Zzmonés, tai
mokestis bus mokétas du kartus. Jeigu mokeésim tik kiekvienas privaciai, tai tada bus neadekvatu, nes kai kurie
1§ misy ir taip prisideda prie krasty apsaugos gynybos, patys perkasi savo ginklus, kaip Sauliai, patys investuoja
1 savo pasiruoSimg. Bet jeigu mokéty tik verslas, tai biity galbut kazkiek adekvaciau, nes verslas daznai
pritraukia pinigus ne tik i§ Lietuvos, i$ to ka jie ¢ia turi, bet daznai ir eksportuoja. Jei rastu kaip pritraukti
finansy i$ iSorés ir juos panaudoti gynybai, tai biity tobulas variantai. AS sakyCiau tokios jmongés, kurios
eksportuoja kokias nors technologijas, jmonés, kuriy finansai atplaukia i§ uzsienio, ne i§ Lietuvos, juos skKirti
gynybai bty geriausias variantai.

Didinti akcizg alkoholiui ir tabakui yra gerai, kuro netraukciau, nes tuomet viskas brangs. Stipriau
apmokestin¢iau visokias loterijas, nors zinau, kad i§ loterijy olimpinis komitetas bei sportininkai gyvena, tai
Siuo atveju gal irgi néra labai gerai jy apmokestinti. A§ manau, kad pelno mokescio tarifo didinimas yra gera
idéja. AS didinciau labiau jmonéms, kurios daugiau eksportuoja ir turi aukstesnj pelninguma, mazinciau tarifg
jmonéms, kurios dirba su kariuomene ir dirba pagal kokios nors skaidres, kokius nors skaidrius principus.
Imonés kurios neuzsibréztu per dideliy pelny ar panasiai. Galéty biiti kuriamos lengvatos. Mes i§ Lietuvos
galétume apriipinti kariuomeng jvairiais dalykais. Bet i to dazniausiai norim mes patys uzdirbti, bet jeigu tai
nebiity toks siekis, tai biity galima, zymiai, geriau visapusiSkai viska padaryti.

PatriotiSkumo be abejo, bet a§ manau, kad ta problema, grasinimas karu, kyla i§ to, kad Zzmonés galvoja, kad
mes ruosiam kariuomene karui. Bet, jeigu ta komunikacija bttty apie tai, kad mes ruoSiam kariuomene, kad
nebiity karo, tada zmonés labiau suprastu, kaip veikia atgarsinimo principas.

Skirtumas ateina tik i$ patriotiSkumo. Nes jeigu pasitiki vyriausybe, bet nenori mokéti, tai tu nesupranti, kodél
to reikia, nes nematai kazkokiy akivaizdziy pavyzdziy. Bet jeigu tu nepasitiki, bet nori prisidéti, tai tada reiskia,
tu esi pakankamai patriotiskas, kad vis tiek supranti, kodél to reikia. Nes lygiai taip pat KASP ar Sauliai, jie
daznu atveju nepasitiki, bet eina daro ir prisideda, nes jie supranta, kad valdzia ir Lietuva yra du skirtingi
dalykai, ir jie nebiitinai susijes. Pasitikéjimas yra Labai svarbu.

Valdzia zmonés labai smarkiai yra nusivyle, ypa¢ po paskutinio jvykiy, ir pasitikéjimas yra sugriautas. Tai
turbtit galima tik gerinti dabar, nes dabar yra Ziauriai blogai. Manau, kad gerés. Pasitikéjimas kariuomene isliks
arba gerés. Naujas vadas neturi suterStos reputacijos, ne, taip kaip Rapsys. VaikSnoras yra galétinai §varus,

neapdirbtas, kol niekas neatrado kokios nesagmonés is jo studijy laiky.
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19 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privaciame sektoriuje.

Gasdina ir daznai nerimauju dél to. Mane neramina, kai sudedu faktus j viena stal¢iy, Trumpo iSrinkimas
sukelia daug neaiskumo, interneto kabelis iki Suomijos per Baltijos jira buvo sutrikdytas, tai yra ne pirmas,
neiskus jvykis, Baltijos jiiroje su susiekimo kabeliais, JAV patrauké savo ambasadorius i§ Lietuvos j Svedija.
Man tokie veiksmai signalizuoja, negera situacija, ir tai ggsdina. Neturiu duomeny kokius resursus Lietuvos
kariuomeneé turi, jie néra labai viesi. Bet kokiu atveju, net ir turint gerus resursus, mane tai gasdina, turbiit néra
Salies, kuri galéty drasiai sakyti, kad mes pasiruose gintis.

Kariuomené yra gerame kelyje, labai dZiaugiuosi biidamas to dalimi, bet turéty biiti geriau pasiruosusi, ne tik
kariuomené, bet ir pati visuomené. Mes turime biiti pasiruoSia, bendrai, kaip visuomené, pilietinis
pasipriesinimas turi buti stiprus. Manau, kad kariuomené gerame kelyje, bet a§ noréciau, kad bty geriau.
Dziaugiuosi dél Rheinmeatal Lietuvoje. Reikia tokios gynybos, ir kiek teko girdéti i$ Lietuvos kariuomenés
atsargos majoro Dariaus AntonaiCio, turéty buti dar labiau leista, vidiniams, LietuviS$kiems gamintojams
gaminti kairinius ginklus, ginkluote. Kalbant apie priesléktuving, priesraketing gynybg, manau, kad tai vienas
1§ svarbiausiy dalyky ka galim turéti. Kalbant apie $auktinius, tai a$ nezinau, kiek kokybiska Sauktiniy rengimo
sistema. Manau, reiktu labiau integruoti visuomene. Utopiné idéja, kad, kas trecias ar kas penktas Zzmogus
Lietuvoje, mokéty gintis (Sveicarijos principas). Dar svarbiau, kad nebiity prorusisky Zmoniy.

Pasitikiu, Lietuvos kariuomene, kad jie daro tokius sprendimus, kurie yra pagristi. Kalbant i§ savo pusés, ne
kaip ekspertui, tai gal reiktu priesléktuvinés gynybos, paciy naikinty, rakety, kad galéty veikti i$ oro.
Kariuomené¢, tikiuosi, kad bus stipriai praturtéjusi inventoriumi, ginkluote. Reali mano baime, kad per
penkerius metus nereikéty panaudoti ty ginkly. Vertinant geopoliting situacija, tikiuosi, kad viskas bus gerai
per ateinancius penkerius metus.

Buvo atlikta Lietuvos kovinés galio simuliavimas. Paaiskéjo, kad mes pajégus gintis ir atlaikyti kelias dienas
kriivio. Dél to sunku pasakyti, kad jau gana gynybai. Kaip niekados negana, kazkokio, malonumo zmogui, tai
taip pat niekados negana papildomo biudzeto. Mes neabejotinai turétuméme siekti didesnio procento. Bet
turbiit yra priezastis, kodél nepasidarom, kad bity, pavyzdziui, 20%. Kol nesame kare, turétuméme rengtis
dabar, kuo daugiau inventoriaus ir ginkluotés. Turétu biiti daugiau negu 3%, juo labiau gynybos planas buvo
parengtas, kad reikés daugiau pinigy. NeZinau konkretaus skaiéiaus, kiek reikéty, bet faktas, kad reikia didinti.
Pagrindinis veiksnys tai, a§ velniSkai nenoréciau ilgai gyventi apkasuose, nenoréciau, kad mano ar artimieji
kentéty dél karo. Cia pagrindinis jtakojantis veiksnys. A§ noriu mokéti gynybos mokestj tam, kad biity maZesni
Sansai karo grésmei. PatriotiSkumas neabejotinai svarbus, biiti patriotiSku reiskia noréti valstybés gerovés.
Zmones skatintu prisidéti prie mokeséio, jeigu biity zinoma, kad konkreciai yra tikrai perkama technika, ne
auksiniai Saukstai, o reikalinga ginkluota. Triiksta skaidrumo skaidrumg ir atsakomybés. Tai yra kertinis
dalykas. Darau tokia prielaida, kad daug zmoniy dél to ir nenori prisijungti. Atrodo, perkant tankg, gera idéja
yra rodyt visiems, kaip nupirkome tankg uz tiek pinigy, nes buvo tiek suaukota, bet, kai yra kalba apie
ginkluote, tai a§ manau, kad labai didelis taktinis, sprendimas nerodyti savo pajégumy. Sunku atsakyti, kaip
sukurti pasitikejima, kuomet be didelio zinojimo, turi pasitikeéti, kad jie daro gerai.
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Zmones nepasitiki vyriausybe dél to nenori prisijungti prie papildomy mokes¢iy. Nekarta buvo apgauti
zmonés, kai néra aiSku, ar ¢ia Lietuvos valdzia turi kazkokj sprendimy, ar ¢ia viska sprendzia Briuselis.
Bendrai visuomené nepasitiki valdzia. Pasitikéjimas yra viena kertiniy vertybiy gyvenime. Mums svarbus
pasitikéjimas visur, tarp individy, versly, institucijy. Jeigu jo néra, tai Zmonés tada moka grynais pinigais.
Yra didelé atskirtis tarp regiony, regionuose zmonés gyvena kur kas kukliau ir net taip puosniai, kaip Vilniuje.
Didelé dalis zmoniy galvoja kaip iS§gyventi. Ir man atrodo, kad ¢ia net atsiremta | Amerikieciy psichologo
Abraham Maslow teorija, biitinyjy poreikiy batinybg. Jeigu Zmonéms néra patenkinami batinieji poreikiai, jie
nesusikiiré tokio gyvenimo, kur galéty galvoti daugiau, nei kaip jsipilti dyzelino, kad nuvaziuoti j darba, kad
veél galéty jis jsipilti dyzelino. Reikia tuos zmonés kelti. Svarbu auginti periferijas, welfare, well-being. Tada
jie galés labiau pasitikéti valdzia, ja labiau norés remti, vien tam, kad jy sukurto gerbiivio nenuniokotu
artilerija. Reikéty mazinti socialing nelygybe.

Institucija buty prezidentiira, bet kyla klausimas kokig jtaka jis turi. Galbut pasitikéjimas didelis dél to, kad
turi maZziausiai jtakos, nes pasitiki, kad nieko nenulems, nepridirbs. Seimas i§ prezidentiiros galétu pasimokyti,
tuo kad prezidentiira turi gerus pataréjus. Pataréjai labiau renka ZodZius, kalbéti nesivadovaujant emocijomis,
o labiau apgalvotai. Seimui triksta profesionalumo daugiau kompetentingy Zzmoniy.

Visi gyventojai turéty buiti apmokestinti, nes mus visus gins kariuomené, nepriklausomai, nuo pazitry, klasés,
tautybés. Manau, bendrai, apie mokes¢iy mokejima galvoju, kad turéty proporcingai nuo pajamy dydzio biiti
jis priklausomas. AS manau progresyvus mokestis labiausiai iSspresty Sia problema.

Kartais atrodo, kad KAM buves ministras net per daug pasakydavo, kokia technika pirko, arba kokj plang
darys. AS nesuprantu kodéel tai buvo atskleista taip vieSai. Galvoju, kad ¢ia gali biiti ir specialiai viskas daroma,
kaip taktika, pasakyti, kiek mes pavojingi esam. Manau, turétu tyliai ginkluoti, kad galiausiai prie kas antro
lango mieste biity po iskista vamzdj. Kaip skatinti a§ neturiu j tai atsakymo.

Manau, kad patriotiSkumo mokymo niekada nebus per daug ir su tuo viskas gerai, a§ gal net Siek tiek esu
nacionalistas, tai kaip ir nebtiiau pries, jeigu tai parduotu graziu pavidaly. Bet, pavyzdziui, ginkly turéjimas
tik dél pasididziavimo man neveikia. Mangs visiSkai nenuperka ginkly turéjimas nei asmeniniy ginkly
namuose, nei zinojimas, kad eskadrilé naikintuvy, ar flotilé laivy stovi, manes nenuperka, kad mes tiesiog
turime daug. Man atrodo, kad ginkluotés turime turéti tam, kad neateitu pas mus priesas.

Nebuvau pagalvojgs apie tai, kad yra zmoniy, kurie ginty Lietuva, bet nepasitiki valdzig. AS tikiu, kad
pasitikéjimas institucijomis yra svarbus. Manu mes visi zitirim pragmatiSkai. Jeigu esi ¢ia pastat¢s nama, zinai,
kad tavo tévai ¢ia turi namus, turi savo kokig gamykla. Tai tu kaip ir negali, nenori viska iSgabenti. Belieka tik
ginti savo turtg. Patriotinis ar nacionalistinis poziiiris persidengia jie. Pasitikéjimas vienas i§ pagrindiniy
faktoriy. Tarp kitko, net konstitucijoje yra mintis, kad ,.turi teis¢ prieSintis bet kam, kas prievarta késinasi |
Lietuvos valstybés nepriklausomybe, teritorijos vientisumg, konstitucing santvarka”.

Jei Lietuvos kariuomenéje nejvyks korupciniy skandaly ir parodys, kelis pratyby kadrus, tai tik kils. Zmonés
vis labiau yra linke j technikuma. Bent jau mano burbulas, bent jau Vilniaus burbulas eina j kursus, savigynos,
arba i§gyvenimo, ta pati kariuomené organizuoja tokius dalykus civiliams. Manau, kad per penkerius metus
pasitikéjimas kariuomene didés. Pasitikéjimas Seimu, tai bijau, bent i§ Vilniaus gyventojy mazeés.
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20 Pasnekovas (Respondent), pasienietis

Kariuomene a$ pasitikiu. Ten daugumoje yra idéjiniai zmonés. O i§ geopolitiné pusés tai aisku, kad pavojus
yra. Jauc¢iu grésme i§ kaimyniniy Saliy.

Kad buvo padaryta mazai tai negaliu pasakyt. O kad per mazai galiu pasakyt. Sprendimas kaip tanky pirkimas,
negaliu apsispresti, nes nelabai suprantu, ka penki tankai galéty padaryti. Oro gynyba tai labai reikalinga.
Viskas priklauso nuo Ukrainos. Taip pat jeigu didés krasto apsaugai skirtas biudZetas pasirengsime geriau.
Uz didéjima esu, pats i$ karto pirkau gynybines akcijas. Pagal dabarting geopoliting situacija, tai gali didéti.
Jei Lenkai sugeba padaryt, kodél mes negalim, nes man atrodo tos pasekmés bus. AS uz tai, kad turéty buti
pasiektas 4% riba arba netgi daugiau.

Nezinau. AS pats bent jau jsivaizduoju, kas bus, jeigu jvyks blogasis variantas. Pagrinde iSorinis veiksnys.
Prezidentiirg yra aktyvi §iuo atveju. Vyriausybé, tai ¢ia vél priklausys nuo sudéties. Vyriausybé pirmiausiai
turétu kovoti su korupcija, antra $vietimas. Svieti apie patriotizma, ir grésme.

Pasitikéjimas svarbu bet ne pirmoje vietoje. Nesinori mokéti mokeséiy, kurie neaisku, kur dings. Truksta
skaidrumo, kartais nustebina, kai kurie jvykiai, kaip staiga ir netyc¢ia niekas nieko nematé. Apie politikus a$
turiu bloga nuomong labai, kad tai yra viena seniausiy profesijy. Dvi profesijos, viena save parduoda, o kita
visus parduoda.

Reikia, kad kas isaiSkinty, kas yra garb¢, tiesa, garbingumas, teisingumas. Jdomu, kas Siuos apibrézimus
surastu ir sugebétu paaiskinti. Klausimas, kiek Seime biity zmoniy, kurie turi tg garbe ir teisinguma. Triiksta
zmoniy savimongs. Kartais pasirodo politikas, kuris neturi nei garbés, nei jokio teisingumo, jis iSrenkamas uz
nezinia uz ka, todél kad moka $nekéti arba apgaudinéti.

Sunku apsispresti. Jeigu valdzios institucija nieko nesprendzia, tai kokig jtaka gali ji daryti. Manau KAM,
atrodo ten maziausiai skandaly yra. Zmonés ten eina turintys idéjinj nusiteikimg. Seimui, triiksta idealistinio
mastymo, kad eitu ten labiau iS idéjos, o ne i$ pelno. Ten eina i§ idéjos ten i$ pelno. Net policija turi savo idéja.
Bendrai, kazkokj mokestj kartu mokéti. Pagal pajamas turéty Zmones mokéti. Gyventojas, gaunantis pajamas,
gali mokéti, jeigu jis neturi pajamy, jis negali mokéti. Kuo didesnis verslas tuo jis galéty daugiau prisidéti.
Taikyti lengvatas, na, gal, bet vis tiek, viskas yra daroma, kad liktu i§gyvenimui. Gausis taip, kad as§ moku
pinigus ir paskui man duoda lengvatg, kad tuos pinigus pasiim¢iau, nesgmoné. Taip, Zzmogus ieSko naudos visa
laika, bet tai Cia ir skiriasi nauda ir idéja.

Parodyti, kaip atrodo karas, kai vieni eina su pagaliais, o kiti su kardais. Galétu Lietuvos kariuomené parodyti
dazniau, kad kazka moka arba, kad jie kazka daro, kad jie i$ tikryjy kazkam pasiruo$¢ ar bent jau ruosiasi.
Zmonés turi suprasti, kam reikalingas gynybai skirtas procentas, kad jis skirtas tam, kad juos apginty ir jie
likty gyvi ir sveiki. Ar bent jau galéty sakyti, kad mes laisvi. Man nelabai tas pasitikéjimas ir kazkg lemia. Man
svarbiausia, kad Vyriausybé daryty tai, kas butina.

Kaip gali keistis pasitikéjimas kariuomene, a$ nezinau. Jeigu ji augs, viskas bus gerai, a§ nezinau, kaip Zmonés

supras, kaip bus iSaiSkinama, kam ta kariuomen¢ reikalinga. Jeigu supras, kad ji reikalinga tam, kad jie likty
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tokie, kokie dabar yra, laisvi. Politiné situacija keisis, viskas nuo geopolitinés situacijos priklausys. Jeigu
blogés situacija reiks daugiau ir prisidéti, tas neatnesa pasitikéjimo Zmonéms.

21 Pasnekovas

Lietuva nepakankamai daro, kad uztikrinty savo sauguma. Lietuva i§ esmés teisingai suvokia, kad yra NATO
bendruomenés dalis, bet nesuvokia, kad tai ne kompiuterinis Zaidimas ir kad jeigu ir vyks kazkoks pirmas
smigis, jis vis tiek bus skaudus. Jis nusine$ gyvybes tiek kariy, tiek civiliy, bus griuvesiy. Lietuva kazkaip pro
pirStus zidiri | tai, ka i8 tikryjy galima iSvengti, yra priimtu keisty sprendimy, kaip drakono dantys, kuriuos
galima tiesiog su buldozeriu atstumti. Mano akimis zvelgiant pasiruo$imo truksta, 5,5 i§ 10.

Yra dalis visuomenés, kuri niekada nebijojo, kuri daro ir ruosiasi, suvokia situacijg, ragina kitus. Taciau
didzioji dalis Salies zmoniy galvoja, kad kazkas uZ juos tai turés padaryti ir kad jiems nereikés prie to prisideéti,
jie galés buti pasyviis stebétojai, kas yra visiSkas absurdas. Dar vienas momentas $iuo metu vykstantis karas
Ukrainoje labai daug reikalauja misy, miisy démesio ir miisy pinigy. Viskas yra puiku bet Vviso to reikia ir
mums. Mums irgi reikia drony, naktinio matymo prietaisy, mums reikia termo prietaisy, ginkly, sunkiosios
technikos, artilerijos, prie§ léktuvinés gynybos. Mums reikalingos tolimo nuotolio raketos, prie$ péstininky
minos, bet reikia iSeiti i§ tam tikros konvencijos. Akivaizdu, kad kare jos yra naudojamos prieso pajégy, kad
priesas jokiy konvencijy nesilaiko, o mes vis dar sédim tose visose konvencijose. Viso to pozitirio reikia
rimtesnio ir laiko yra kur kas maziau negu mes, manome. Nes jeigu Zzmogui sakai, kad jis galés tai padaryti
rytoj, tai jis padarys poryt. Zmonés tingiis gyviinai yra.

NATO planuodama savo gynybg Lietuva yra tiktai didziojo plano dalis. Manau, kad Lietuva turi savo rolg ir
savo, savo uzduotis. Jeigu prasidety konfliktas ir ji jsijungty visa NATO, tiktai tie zmonés, kurie susipazing su
tais planais, gali daryti sprendimus, ko mums reikia.

Zitrint i§ politinés pusés, politikams yra sudétinga, ypac, kai politikai turi viena didelj trikuma, neturi
testinumo. Pas mus viskas yra paremta ketveriais metais. Projektai ypac tie, kurie reikalauja didelés rimties,
reikalauja testinumo. Reikia, kad viena valdzia i§ kitos perimtu tuos strateginius, pamatinius, kertinius
projektus. O pas mus kazkodél yra tokia nuotaika, kad viska, ka dar¢ prie§ mane, buve konkurentai, yra siidas.
AS$ dabar darysiu kitaip, vien i$ principo, kad tai yra ne mano, o jy pradéta zinia. Nes baisu pagalvot jei kazkur
istorijoje bus paraSyta, kad ¢ia buvo pradéta jy, o ne miisy. Norétysi sgmoningumo, kg jie darys dél savo
i8dalinty pazady visuomenei. Populistiniai vien tik tam, kad uz juos balsuoty, jdomu kaip jie tada kitus
klausimus spres. Dabar priimta mastysena. Jei iSkils, tada ir sprgsim. tas néra gerai, nes visiems Sitiems
dalykams reikalinga strategija, strategija ir nuoseklus jos laikymasis, o ne improvizuoti iSkilus situacijai.
Kalbant apie Salies gynyba, tai miisy buvimas NATO yra garantas, kad mes esame didelés strategijos dalis ir
mes esame planuose kur jokia valdZia jy pakeisti negali. Sita organizacija turi savo matymga ir visus kitus
dalykus. Kg mes i8$ tikryjy galime tai skirti daugiau démesio savo Salies gynybai. Pirmiausia tai su zmonémis
reikia kalbéti jvairiausiame lygmenyje. Nebiitinai ten juos visus varyti lauk Sliauzioti pilvais, su jais kalbéti
apie sauguma, apie civiling sauga, apie medicing, paskui su tais, kurie pareik§ didesnj nora, leisti jiems

prisiliesti prie gynybiniy veiksmy, jgiidziy ugdymo, yra KASP, Sauliy sajunga, kariuomené.

118



Pirmieji, su priesu susidurty, neduok Dieve, jei taip jvykty, pasienieéiai, antrieji susidurty Sauliy sajungoje
esantys zmonés. Sauliy sajunga yra ta organizacija, kuri gali reaguoti per kelias valandas. Tuo metu, kiti
dinozaurai truputélj léciau, jie uztruktu su dislokacija, logistika, kol Sauliai jau ne kartg jrodé savo greituma.
Ten keli skambuciai, visi juda, nes néra to biurokratinio mechanizmo ir tiek ty parasy nereikia.

Reiskia reikia mokyti zmones, reikia su jais dirbti. Nes atsiminkime viena paprastg dalyka, kad zmonés, su
kuriais nedirbame mes, su jais dirba misy priesai. Televizoriy, interneto, propagandos, kazkokiy prilipusiy ir
i8lindusiy Rusijos naratyvy kartojimas i§ politiky pagalba, Zzmonéms kalama j galva, nepasitenkinimas
valstybe, nepasitikéjimas valstybe, nepasitenkinimas gyvenimu ar darbu. Apie tai irgi reikia kalbéti. Kartais
bendra gynybos strategija gali biiti stiprinama j visai su gynyba nesusijusius reikalus. Kalb¢jimasis su
zmonémis, bendruomeniy kiirimas, saugios kaimynystés kiirimas, tai irgi yra muisy bendros gynybos dalis. Tai
yra tos mazytés puzlés dalelés, j kurias negalima neatkreipti démesio.

Nezinia kas gali nutikti, galbiit mes buisime visi jau mirg kare uz savo tévyne, egzistuoja ir toks variantas, ko
niekas nickada nedrjsta garsiai pasakyti. Jeigu taip nejvyks, a§ manau, kad stiprés. Mes stiprésim, kursim,
kaupsim, tol, kol neisnyks Rusijos grésmé, tol kol tas pasiutes Suo nustos kandzioti j kaire ir j deSing. Nustojus
kandZiotis, sunkis laikai baigsis, po truputélj vél pradés ateiti geresni laikai ir Zzmonés vél darysis silpnesni.
Sig akimirka i§gyvename silpny Zmoniy gyvensenos rezultatus. Manau, kad penkeri metai tai dar tas etapas,
kai mes stiprinsime, augsime. Galy gale, manau, kad bus pasibaiges karas Ukrainoje ir mes galésim skirti 1éSas,
démesj savo gynybai. Nes mums irgi labai daug ko truksta. Visa, kg mes iSvezame | Ukraing, be Zodziy,
reikalinga jiems, bet viso to reikia ir mums.

Bet kokia sritis, ar tai yra ekonomika, karo reikalai, zemés tkis, verslas, ar kas nors kita, jie ims tiek pinigy,
kiek jiems duos. Iki begalybés galima duoti, taciau kiek valstybé geba padaryti a§ nesu kompetentingas Snekéti.
Bet manau, kad dabar viso to, kas yra dabar skiriama, aiSku, yra per mazai. AS esu $alininkas 4 procenty, pats
filmavausi reklamoje. Manau, kad 4 proc. kaip minimume $iuo metu tikrai turéty biiti, galbiit ir daugiau. Reikia
nepamirsti vieng paprasta dalyka, atsitikus karui, viskas pereis i gynyba. Skiepijimas visa laikg padeda, padeda
iSvengti, dideliy ligy. Jeigu tu esi stiprus, taves pulti neapsimoka, tai daznu atveju neisgelbsti Silpnieji. Pasaulis
yra toks, iSskyrus paskirus atvejus, zmonés, deja, néra humanistai, jie kandzioja ir kariauja vienas kita.
Buvimas stipriu apsaugo, kad nebisi, pasirinktas kaip auka. Buti stipriu kainuoja pinigus.

AS labai gerg analogija pasakysiu. A§ savanoriavau Covid metu reanimacijoje. Tuo metu buvo kilus
antivakseriy banga, kurie rasé, kad néra jokiy ligoniniy, néra Covid, kad tus¢ios tos palatos, kad skiepai yra
melas. Simtas procenty Zmoniy, kurie atsidiiré pas mus reanimacijoje, biity atidave bet ka, kad baty galéje
gauti skiepus.

Amziais niekas nepasimoko i$ istorijos. Tai gal pasimokom i$ tos istorijos, bet kad pasimokyti i§ istorijos, tai
reikia zmonéms priminti. Deja, visuomené néra labai samoninga. Dél to dabar, vienas i§ pagrindiniy darby,
yra pradéti ypatingai daug kalbéti, skirti démesio darbui su visuomene, visais lygmenimis, nuo buitinio iki
karinio.

Politinis iSprusimas, mentalitetas, iSsilavinimas, zmogaus doméjimasis. Dazniausiai i$silaving Zmonés, baige
mokyklas, baige universitetus, besidomintys Salies gyvenimu, Siaip besidomintys, jie visg laika kur kas geriau
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supranta situacija. Dél to miestai, didieji miestai visg laikg yra Sviesesni. Pas mus kaip Amerikoje, miestai
balsuoja normaliai, $tai ir atsakymas. Reikia, kad zmonés biity labiau iSsilavine. Tuo labiau mes esame nedidele
valstybé kur yra kur kas lengvesnis uzdavinys, tai padaryt, negu biitume Pranciizija, Vokietija ar Lenkija.
Tiesiog reikia, kad Zmonés biity labiau apsisviete.

Svietimo Sistema, jtraukti Zzmones, darbas su regionais, kaip juos, per kur reikia gelbéti, iStraukti, jgalinti,
sudomint. Dabar yra gery laiky, silpny Zmoniy problema, mes bijom iSeiti i§ savo komforto zonos, sutinkam
Sokti su velniu, bandom jtikéti j jj, i viltis, kurios yra niekuo nepagrjstos, kad tiktai nieko nedaryti ir kad,
neduok Dieve, nereikéty iSeiti i§ savo komforto zonos. Mes, §i tokia mastysena, galime pakeisti, maZzais
zingsniais, ne drastiskai, kaip j $altg vandenj, po truputélj, be Soko terapijos. Neatbaidant zmogaus. Komforto
zona néra garantuota gyvenime, ir kad viskas buity gerai, reikalauja pastangy, tas pastangas turi daryti tu.
Zmonés nenori mokéti mokeséiy, nes nori daugiau pinigy sau. Mokes&iy surinkimas nuo seny senovés visa
laikg buvo karaliy galvos skausmas. Tai yra prievolé, kurig turi daryti Zmogus, turbiit jokioje valstybéje nes
savo noru. Mokesciai yra prievolé, kad valstybé galéty iSgyventi, kol politiky darbas yra nekonfliktuoti Sitoje
situacijoje ir padaryti abiem puséms labiausiai priimting varianta.

Pasitikéjimas manau ne. Pasitikéjimo bumas atsiranda, kai nutinka, problema ar pergalé. Kai Meilutyté laimi
olimpiada, tai visi nori biiti plaukikai ir baseinai uzsikemsa. Kai nutinka krizé, karas, visi puola i Saulius, |
kariuomene. Tokia yra zmogaus prigimtis. Kalbant apie kariuomené jai reitingus kelia paprasti zmonés, jy
btivimas, mazi, bet atskiri dalykai, Pavyzdziui, karys sulaiko kazkokj nusikaltélj, iSgelbsti skestantj zmogy.
Kuo zmonés mato, kad kariuomene ir kariai yra stipresni, tuo labiau ja pasitiki. Reitingus kelia tik realtis darbai.
Reikia kuri pasitikéjima naudojant gerus pavyzdzius, didvyrius, pas mus jy yra, partizanai. Mes turim super
didvyriy istorijg, bet negalime pastatyti né vieno meninio filmo, ne dokumentinio, o meninio filmo, stipraus
holivudinio filmo apie juos. Vienas toks filmas padaryty milziniskg darba. Pavyzdys yra $kotai ir Narsioji
Sirdis. Skoty yra du milijonai, dar maZiau negu miisy. Niekas apie juos nieko nezinojo pasaulyje, kol Melas
Gibsonas nei$éjo ir nesuvaidino. Dabar kotus Zino visas pasaulis. Cia yra psy-ops dalis, reikia rasti pinigy,
sumokeéti zymiam filmy kuréjui, tai neturi buti Lietuviy filmas, turi biiti uzsienie¢iy filmas ir vaidinti Zymus,
visam pasaulyje, aktoriai. Tai turi biiti normalus, rimtas filmas, kad ji matys visas pasaulis. Istorija gali buti
neSimtaprocentiné nes vis tiek yra kazkas daroma vardan Sou. Filme rodytu Lietuviu laiméjimus,
nepasidavima, parodyti, kad mes neturime vergo geno, apie tai reikia kalbéti garsiai ir stipriai. Neseniai buvo
vykusi operacija uzvadinta K11 arba Kabulo vienuoliktukas, kuomet Spec pajégos i§ Afganistano trauké
teritorijoje, be jokios priedangos, vaziuodavo j miestus, rinkdavosi tarp pastaty, kur jau talibai buvo uzéme,
iStrauké zmones. Tokie serialai, filmai, pakeltu pasitikéjima, norg ateiti j kariuomeng. Paprastas dalykas, bet
niekas neuzsiima tuo.

Sia akimirka renku 1éSas antzeminiy drony pirkimui. Ieskojau Lietuvoje, kas juos gamina, radau. I§ manes
praso nuo dviejy iki keturiy tikstanciy. Dideli pinigai, nepavyks daug nupirkti. Pradéjau ieskoti giliau, radau
Kijeve. UkrainieCiai daro, irgi uzdirba, daro i§ tos pacios elektronikos ir uzdirbdami, parduoda uz 700 eu.
Grjzus pas Lietuvius jie man aiskina rinkos kaina. A§ galiu jiems nuvezti keturis dronus arba galiu vieng tavo.
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O ten vaikinai, sakau kiekviena dieng mirsta realiai uz tai, kad jie ¢ia neateina. Kaip jie nesupranta tokiy
paprasty dalyky, vis tiek iSlenda tas zmogaus godumas.

Tie, kurie duoda daugiausia gery pavyzdziy. Pasitikéjimas yra tiktai totaliai geri pavyzdziai. IS realiy darby
matosi, kaip jie susidoroja su viena ar kita situacija

Valstybé gina savo visus gyventojus, negali mokeéti verslininkai ar tik Zmonés. Visi turi mokéti uz savo
sauguma. Kariuomené saugot turi, kaip jsivaizduoji, kad jeigu tik verslininkai mokeés, tai tada parduotuves tik
saugos, 0 miegamuosius rajonus paliks Zmonéms. Gaunasi oligarchy kariuomené, kurig islaiko tik verslas,
nesamoné. Mes visi turim pareigas ir teises duotos miisy Konstitucijos ir privalome riipintis savo valstybe. Visi
gyventojai ir visi iki vieno gyventojai turi riipintis savo valstybe.

Jeigu mes darome lengvatas, kaip autobusy keliones pigesnes, tai mes tada atimame tuos pinigus kity sektoriy.
Gaunasi zaidimas i§ vieny atimi kitiems duodi. Turi buti vieninguma skatinantys faktoriai, mes visi vienodai
viskg darome, nes gynyba tai yra bendrai vienodai.

AS kreip¢iausi j kieciausius Lietuvos marketingo specialistus, socialinés reklamos kiiréjus, kurie suvokia kas
pritraukia Zmones ir kaip viskas atrodo. Jy praSyc¢iau padéti Sitais dalykais. Reikia tiesiog iSnaudoti savo
resursus, reikia remtis specialistais, reikia profesionalams duoti, daryti jy darbus. Tuo paciu ir profesionalai
jauciasi reikalingi. Ir ne vien tiktai reikia reklamas kurti ir kokaing uostyti, o galima dar ir prisidéti prie Salies
gynybos. Galbiit pasirodyty, kad i$ jy kas nors apskritai turi idéjy ir nori, kaip sakant, tik atrisk rankas ir duok
lésy viskam jgyvendinti.

Kalbant apie gasdinima karu. Zmonés linke pirkti nieckuo nepagrjsta viltj. Kaip prie Ukrainos pasienio stovéjo
200 tukstanciy Rusijos kariy, buvo aisku kaip diena, kad karas bus, zmonés neigé kad bus karas. A§ manau,
kad reikia apie jj kalbéti. Aisku galimai kartais svarbus tonas, intonacija, pasirinkti sakiniai, Cia irgi reikia,
kad tai daryty vieSai, daryty zmonés ne gasdinanciai, bet jungianciai, o kad Siek tiek pati informacija gasdinti,
tai taip. Jeigu tau rytoj reikés eiti mustis, tai kam man tau meluot, kad tau nereikés mustis. Tai yra gerosios
propagandos dalis, kalbéti apie tai ramiai, uztikrintai, ir pabréziant, kad karas yra didziai tikétinas. Bet jeigu
mes i$skirsime, ruoSiamés ir biisim stiprus tai ¢ia karas neateis.

Valstybé yra Zzmongs, bet valdZia yra tie, kurie priima sprendimus. Tai aiSku, kad reikia, kad biity pasitikéjimas.
Bet taip, deja, niekada praktiskai nebiina, nes visuomenei tada biity tik viena partija, rinkimy nereikéty.
Zmonés, esantys skirtingos nuomonés, visa laika formuoja skirtingus pozitrius. Todél laimi visados dauguma.
Atsakymas biity, kad tai yra labai svarbu. Kaip tai padaryti, a§ nezinau. Kuo Zmonés ir valdZia yra vieningesné
tuo, labiau laimi valstybé.

Priklausys nuo poelgiy. ka jie darys, kokius zingsnius priims. Viskas priklausys nuo darbo. Kai kg jie padarys,

tokig reakcija j tai ir gaus.
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22 Pasnekové (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privaciame sektoriuje.

Lietuvos kariuomené yra gerai pasiruoSus, nuolat vyksta pratybos, atsizvelgiama j provokacijas prie pasienio
ir panaSiai. Saugumo situacija yra tikrai gera, mes stebim, mokomés i§ Ukrainos. Geopolitiné situacija tikrai
néra dékinga miisy valstybei, nes Kaliningradas, neformaliai sakant, visai ne j tema, papildoma grésme, kuri,
neramina. Lietuva ruoSiasi tikrai stipriai tai rodo ir pernai vykes tas NATO summitas. Tuo metu, Lietuva buvo
labiausiai apsaugota Europos valstybéje. Mes tikrai turim ir pajégumy ir ne tik kariuomené, bet ir Sauliy
sajunga prisidéjo. Visas pajégos yra gerai paruostos, tokie veiksmai puoseléje sauguma, bet ir Zmonéms
pasitikéjima kelia tokie dalykai. Saugumo situacija yra gera, bet geopolitiné situacija vis tiek kelia grésme.
Buvo padaryta pakankamai, visada gali biiti daugiau, bet tikrai kiek galéjo, tiek tikrai padaré, nebejotinai
pakélé Lietuvos lygj Siuo klausimu. Oro gynyba tai tikrai svarbu, tolimesni valdininkai turéty galvot apie
stiprinimg. Bet galbiit vis tiek yra kazkokios priezastys, dél ko priimami tie sprendimai. Tanky pirkimas
atsizvelgia j ta pobudj, jeigu kilty kariniai veiksmai Lietuvoje, vis tiek pas mus tikrai vyrauty karas ant Zemés
labiau, tie tankai tam ir skirti. Mes mokomés i§ Ukrainos, pavyzdziy, nors, Ukraina yra smarkiai atakuojama
1§ oro. Nezinau, visada yra dvi medaliy pusés, bet a§ manau, kad paliko vietos, kur tobuléti, tikrai nepablogino
situacija. Pasitikiu Krasto gynybos atstovais, kurie priima sprendimus, jie vis dél to zino, kg daro.

Manau, kad Lietuvos kariuomené¢ tikrai bus sustipréjus, iSsiplétus ir galbut turésime ir tg divizijg. Tai yra
Imanoma, nes visuomene yra labiau SvieCiama Sitais klausimais, labiau motyvuojama, daugiau iniciatyvy
nukreipty | jaunimo ugdyma, mokoma suprasti savo pareiga, ginti Salj. Karo akademija organizuoja 9-11 klasiy
mokiniam pamokas. Skatinama daugiau zmoniy prisijungti prie krasto apsaugos sistemos. Automatiskai dél to
ateis ir daugiau naujy idéjy, daugiau naujo uzsidegimo. Situacija tikrai dar pageres, o geopolitinés situacijos,
tai Cia galima labai spekuliuoti nemazai, bet noréciau, kad nelikty tos Rusijos grésmés, Ukrainoje konfliktas
i$sisprestu, Ukraina biity priimta j Europos Sajunga ir rytuose jau nebiity taip viskas trapu.

Reikia, nes kiekvienas turim ta atsakomybe prisidéti prie savo Salies saugumo. Nesvarbu, ar prisidedam
tarnaudami, darydami darbus, ar socialinémis iniciatyvom uzsiimam. Tai yra misy pareiga. Jeigu mes esam
Lietuvos pilieciai, ¢ia gyvenam, mums turi ripéti misy Salies saugumas, kad turétume ramig ateitj sau ir savo
vaikam. Niekas nenori to siaubo, koks vyksta Ukrainoje. Dél to mes turime stengtis, kad kuo labiau batume
apsisaugoja, kuo labiau pazengg, tikrai reikia to mokescio. Faktas Zzmonés bus nepatenkinti, nes visada yra tie
kurie galvoja, labiau siauru matymu. Galvoja apie savo kasdienes problemas, kas i$ tikryjy yra zmogiska, nes
ir taip neuzdirbi daug. Galbit, galétu nebuti taip grieztai, nubrézta, kad tu turi tokig ir tokig dalj atskaityti nuo
savo visy pajamy, norétysi mokéti, pagal galimybes. Zmogui neturétu daroma tai per prievarta ir kad nebaty
pabloginta jo gyvenimo kokybé. AS many¢iau, kad pakelti reikéty galbit iki 4, bent jau laikinai lipti tais
laipteliais, po truputj, o ne i§ karto, iki 5. Reikia ne taip kategoriskai, ne taip drastiskai, bet kelti tai tikrai reikia.
VienareikSmiskai, karas Ukrainoje, ¢ia yra visiskai tiesioginés pavyzdys, kaip greitai gali kilti konfliktas ir

nuniokoti valstybe. Jeigu tu pradedi leisti per savo perspektyva, kad taip atsitikty tavo artimiesiems, tavo
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namam, tavo laukam, tavo sodam, man atrodo tai yra didziausias dalykas, visos netektys, civiliy kancia, karo
realybés, ¢ia turéty buti didziausias rodiklis, kodél turi prisidéti prie valstybés saugumo.

Viskas atsiremia j pasitikéjima, didint Zzmoniy pasitikéjima, kas dabar yra griaunama su nauja valdzia, politikai
apsimelave, daro koalicijg su tokiais zmonéms, kurie neturéty sprest valstybés likimo. Esant mazam
pasitikéjimui, Zzmonés nenori patikéti savo finansus j valdzios rankas.

Skaidrumas manau, kad yra problema, bet jis dabar neseniai pradéjo judéti, pradedant nuo mazesniy lygmeny
valstybgj, kaip savivaldybiy, vienas i§ pavyzdziy, ¢ekiy skandalas, i§vieSinimas yra didelio skaidrumo pradzia,
bet tai parodo, kaip viskas nesvariai vyksta.

Manau, atsiskaitomumas Zmonéms, tikrai daug duoda, kad tas parodyty, kaip yra nukreipti Zmoniy resursai.
Biity aiSkumas, kur nueina tiksliai zmoniy pinigai. Man atrodo, kad tai ir atvira komunikacija, tikrai turi didelg
jtaka. Labiausiai zaloja veiksniai, pinigy plovimas, tokie dalykai iSlenda ir mazina zmoniy pasitikéjima, kaip
atsvara, tam tikrai turi biiti aiski komunikacija ir skaidrumas visur.

Cia yra kirtinis dalykas, jeigu nepasitiki tai ir nenori mokéti mokeséiy. Pradeda kilti pyktis, nes atiduoti dalj
savo pajamy, kur galétum galbiit kazkam kitur skirti, bet, manau, kad ¢ia yra tas, valdzios santykio ir
pasitikéjimo su zmoném klausimas.

Socialiné nelygybé jtakoja, taip pat aiSkaus rezultaty parodymas Zmogui, turi labai didelj jtaka. Jisai mato
veiksma, efekta, kaip uzdaviniai kariuomenei. Reikia rodyti, kad tai yra kazkoks aiskus apc¢iuopimas dalykas,
o ne kazkokie pilstymai i§ tus¢io j kiaura, kad ten kazkam kazkas pagéréjo. Zmoném reikia konkretumo,
zmoném reikia rezultaty, tai yra labai svarbu nes tai atsiremia j Zmoniy pinigus. Nes pinigai yra jautri tema,
socialine lygybe¢, tikrai yra Zmoniy, kurie prastai gyveno. Jiems dar didesnis turbiit pyktis ir neteisybes jausmas
kyla, kai jie turi mokéti mokesCius, kol jiems patiems atrodo, kad nieko néra, gailiausiai gaunasi toks
nepastekenimas ir vél griztume j nepasitikéjima. Toks labai uzdaras ratas.

Norint dirbti, daznai reikia pateikti nepriekaistingumo pazyma. Reikia praeiti, kad as nesu teista, taip toliau.
Lietuvoje | valdzig ateina Zmonés, kurie Siuo metu yra teisiami arba turi daug visokiy jrasy bylose, ir man yra
nesuprantama, kaip taip gali biit. Man atrodo, Sitas yra labai svarbus faktorius, prisidedantis prie Zmoniy
nepasitikéjimo valdzia.

Manau, kad skirtingais lygmenim visos institucijos daro stipriai jtaka. Dabar, jautriausias klausimas yra
Seimas, bet Seimas i§ esmés ir yra labai kertinis. Seimas yra zmoniy balsas valstybés valdyme, nes zmonés
i$sirenka atstovus ir jie turi atstovauti tuos interesus, uz kuriuos zmonés balsavo. Prezidentas yra labai svarbu,
pati prezidentiira, nes jis gali sutelkti moraliskai zmonés ir jkvepia pasitikéjimo kitom institucijom. Prezidentas
yra lyderis, ta lyderysté turi buti pavyzdiné visom kitom institucijom. Pavyzdziui kaip buvo Dalia Grybauskaité
valdZioje, zmonés buvo ramus, pasitikéjo, ji buvo tikras autoritetas. Ir dabar jai nebesant prezidentei jos
nuomoné vis dar yra svarbi Zzmonéms. Dabar triksta lyderystés. Stipri lyderysté, labai daro didelj jtakg visiems
kitiems veiksniam. Nauséda nesukelia autoriteto, uztikrinto, tvirto lyderio jausmo.

Kariuomené¢ labai gerg komunikacijg veda su Zmonémis, ji turi tvirta, griezta, aisku, ir daznai ramy tona, kai
biina visokios provokacijos ir panasiai, yra ne vienas kreipimasis j zmoneés, kad nuraminti ir nekelt nereikalingo
aziotazo. Cia yra visiskai prieSinga, ka miisy Seimas daro. Seimas, kaip galima susidaryti jvaizdj i$
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ziniasklaidos, uzsiima vidinémis dramomis, intrigom, absoliuciai nereikSminiais klausimais, kg Grazulis
pasake, jo i§siSokimus per kazkokj posédj, ar kaip Sirinskiené valgé $okolada. Cia yra tokie neesminiai dalykai,
Cia yra labai blogas, ziniasklaidos suformuotas naratyvas, kurio déka susidarai vaizda, kad Seime jie tiesiog
ateina, vienas ant kito, kas prieSingai masto, kazka ten pasako, atsiranda kazkoks posakis, tada internete
nuskamba. I§ esmés, triksta atviros, nuoSirdzios komunikacijos su zmoném. Triiksta buitiskesnés, paprastesnés
komunikacijos, nes atrodo, kad per atstumg tie visi politikai yra, ir kalba savo kazkokiam burbule. Tikrai ten
daug yra zmoniy, kurie sgmoningi nori Lietuvai gera, bet yra daug, kurie nezinia, ko yra atéje, ir kokiu tiksly
ten jie sédi. Aiskumas, komunikacija, nuoSirdus bendravimas su Zmoném, tai yra raktas j s€ékmg, ka daro
puikiai Lietuvos kariuvomené ir Lietuvos policija.

Turi prisidéti visi prie mokescio, ar verslas, ar paprastas pilietis. Bet reiktu, kad proporcingai veiktu mokesc¢iai,
ty Zmoniy ir verslu galimybém. Kad nebiity toks vaizdas, valstybe bando tiesiog nustekenti Zzmogy.
Teisingiausia, kad visi prisidéty ir tas procentas turi buti nustatytas pagal kazkokias tai gairés, galbiit sumas
iki, tarkim, kokiam intervale uzdirba verslas ir zmonés, tarkim, ir kiek ten toj sumuoja atskaito procenty.
Manau bty teisingiausia kad visi prisidétu ir tas procentas biity nustatytas pagal kazkokias gaires, sumas,
pagal kazkokius intervalus. Nepatenkinty Zmoniy visada bus, bet turbiit auksinis viduriukas visada pasiteisina.
AS labai pritar¢iau lengvatai, Zmogui yra visada smagu, kaip jis yra jvertinamas. Tai yra smulkmenos kurios
atsiliepty kasdieniniame gyvenime ir jam teikty prasme, dél ko jis prisideda, jeigu jam neuZtenka tos
motyvacijos. Tikrai ne visiems zmonéms to uztenka, ne visi apie tai galvoja, bet jeigu jie gali kazka dél to
gauti, tai tikrai a§ manau, kad daugiau zmoniy biity suinteresuoti.

Tikrai daug yra iStekliy zZmonéms, bt dabar, $ia tema, apsiskaiCiusiems ir apsiSvietusiems, tik reikia turéti
motyvacijos. Dar kas labai gerai, miisy nacionaliniuose transliuotojuose, Lietuvos radijas, televizija, ne karta
esu pati macius, kuomet laidoj, biina kazkoks intarpas, butent apie tuos paprastus dalykus, kaip pasiruosti,
nenumatytiems atvejam kupring. Tokiy paprasty temy paliecia tikrai nemazai. Tai kelia Zmoniy supratima, kad
svarbu bt pasiruosus, galiausiai, i$ to supratimo, ateina tas kitas supratimas, kad reikia prisidéti prie saugumo.
Man atrodo, dél to, samoningi zmonés, kurie tuo domisi, jie net neklausingja, kodél reikia prisidéti. Problema
yra su zmoném, kurie neturi tiek ty iStekliy. Senyvi Zzmonés, jie nesilanko internete, jie nezino ty puslapiu,
laikrastj gal viena gauna, gal negauna. Reikéty pagalvot, kaip galima tg sklaida taip vystyti, kad pasiekty visas
zmoniy grupés. Nes mokyklose, universitete tikrai vyksta tas visas procesas.

Patriotizmo, nacionalizmo cinkelis, niekur nedinges i§ Lietuviy tautos. Mes vis tiek ganétinai dar neseniai
atsik@irém, palyginus su kitom valstybém, 34 metai nepriklausomybés, ¢ia néra daug. Zmonés vis tiek ganétinai
yra patriotiski ir istoriné atmintis, dar labai gyva yra. Jg toliau palaikom, vyksta jvairlis §venciy minéjimai,
kovo 11, vasario 16, sausio 13, visos $itos datos yra minimos ir perduodamos jaunai kartai. Dél Sito naratyvo
neblogai yra tvarkomasi, bet kad ggsdina karus, tai tikrai taip. A§ manau, kad vieSosios informacijos sklaidos
institucijos, galétu bendradarbiauti su Lietuvos kariuomené. Kad biity vienas naratyvas ir jis ateity i§ Saltinio,
kuris yra patikimiausias, tai yra Lietuvos kariuomené. Nekarta man yra buve susiskambinus su tévais kuomet
tévai sako, kad rytoj bus karas, atvezé tanky prie sienos. Tokias nesamones per televizija kalbéti, kad tik
zmonéms sukelty kazkokig baime. Pas mus $ito yra per daug, ypac komercinése televizijose, kaip TV3 ar LNK,
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jie tikrai iSpucia burbulus i§ dalyky, kuriy nereikia. Daug zmoniy zitiri televizijg ir tai ganétinai daznai yra
pagrindinis ziniy Saltinis, dél to susidaro labai klaidingas pozitris, galiausiai atsiranda nerimastis.

Televizijos turétu pasikonsultuoti su kariuomené, su specialistais, vis tiek, kaip atsitinka kazkokia provokacija,
kariuomené ir paraso savo pozicijg, kad zmonés liktu ramus, buvo taip ir taip, veiksmus mes matom, mes
pasiruoSia, néra dél ko kelti Surmulio. Man atrodo, kad cia galéty but patobulinta, kad bendradarbiauty
ziniasklaida su kariuomen¢ Sity klausimy.

Labai priklauso nuo kiekvieno mogaus mastymo, didelius sprendimus priima ne vienas zmogus. Cia turbiit
zaidzia supratimas, kad ne visada vienas SaukStas deguto, visa stating pagadina. Yra Zmoniy, kurie
suinteresuoti ne intrigom ir visokiais kitais dalykais, o nuosirdZziai nori pagerinti Lietuvos valstybe, to paciu ir
sauguma.

Kariuomene tikrai stiprés, nes daug daro kariuomené, kad prisitrauktu Zmoniy, atviros dury dienos, ateit
pasizitréti ir j dalinius visokius ir j karo akademija. A§ manau, kad kariuomené eina labai geru keliu, bandant
ikvépti jaunimg prisidéti. Tas pats JKVM, kas yra puikus tarnybos biidas, tiems kurie nori daugiau suprasti ir
prisidéti. Apie kitas valdzios institucijas labai sunku kalbéti, nes dabar, baisiai pasitikéjimas krito, absurdas
yra, kas dabar vyksta. Labai didelis klausimas, kg nuveiks Sita valdzia per keturis metus, kg jie padarys, ka jie
ivykdys, kg zadéjo pries rinkimus, ar Zzmonés bus patenkinti ar nusivylg. A$ skaiciau socialdemokraty rinkimy
programa, jis neatrodé bloga, jie orientuoti j regionus. AS tikiuosi, kad Zzmoniy gyvenimas pagerés. Tik miisy
tarptautinis kontekstas gali Siek tiek nukentéti dél Sity nesamoniy. Jau New York Times straipsnis rasé apie
tai, kad antisemitas, bus miisy valdzioj. Sesélis krenta ant Lietuvos §iuo klausimu. Bet a3 tikivosi, kad tai ne

sugadins miisy jvaizdzio NATO ar ES.
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23 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privac¢iame sektoriuje.

I8 geopolitines pusés, NATO yra NATO, bet jei neklysty yra pataisa, kuomet NATO vis tiek gali atsisakyti
ginti savo Salis. Tikiu, kad jie greiCiausiai ir atsisakys, nes jie nenorés tiesiogiai kariauti su ryty Salimis. I§
karinés pusés, tai miisy pajégumai yra tikrai daug mazesni, kad sugebétume ilgg laikg kariauti ir prieSintis. Kol
kas, §Siuo momentu, nejauciu grésmés i§ kaimyniy.

Tanky pirkimas, tikrai daro geresne jtaka tos pusés, kad uztikrina galimybe apsisaugoti nuo prieSo gyvosios
jégos, tos pacios raketos nuo Iéktuvy yra geras pirkinys.

Kiek zinau, oro gynybos ginkluotés yra uztektinai, bet klausimas kiek daug jos yra, kuriose vietose. Triiksta
gyvosios jégos. Sauktiniy skai¢ius didéja, jie devynis ménesis tarnauja ir iSeina j rezerva, bet nuolatinés
kariuomenés vis tiek néra pakankamai daug.

Buvo patvirtintas jstatymas, kad moksleiviai baigia mokyklg turés eiti tarnauti, jeigu jiems jau bus 18 mety. I§
mokslo pusés universitetams bus sunkiau iSgyventi. Bet i§ karinés pusés, nuolatiniy pajégy turéty padidéti.
Jeigu tai atsipirks ir pastoviai tai bus iSlaikyta, bus maziau problemy su gyvaja jéga, nebus pirstas prie§ kumsti.
Kalbant apie grésme i$ kaiminiy valstybiy priklausys, nuo to kaip patys reik§imés, ant kiek mes agresyviai
bendrausime, ultimatumai, tranzito uzdarymai, pastovus Ukrainos finansavimas, Rusams gali nepatikti ir
galiausiai pasakyti gana, mes dabar prie jisy ateisim, nes jus lendate | miisy reikalus. Provokavimas i§ Lietuvos
pusés, tranzitai, visokie uzdarymai, visa tai.

Manau, kad tikrai reikéty, nes tie patys pirkimai vis tiek planuojami per pora mety. Néra taip, kad paémé,
sugalvojo, rytoj nupirko. Nesame tg Salj, kuri tiek daug biudZeto turétu. Uzdirbimo, infliacijos situacija irgi
apriboja tas pacias galimybés. Padidinus biudzeta, tikrai lengviau bus priminéti tokius sprendimus. Bty
geriau, kad biity 4%, bet daugiau nei pusei Salies gyventojy tikrai néra lengva iSgyventi, su dabartiniam
kainom, nes viskas brangsta, Zmoniy atlyginimai nelabai auga. Svarstyklés, i§ vienos puses gerai, i$ kitos pusés
blogai, nes Zmonéms patiems sunkiau bus. Neturiu atsakymo, kiek biity geriausia.

Kad padidinti galimybes apsiginti, dél galimos grésmés i kity Saliy. Vyriausybé galéty uZztikrinti, kad zmoniy
atlyginimai irgi padidéty. I§ dalies reikéty mazinti socialing nelygybe, kad kiltu atlyginimai.

Pritariu. Jeigu Zmonés nepasitikés, jie pradés galvoti, kad Sitie pinigai eina ne j biudZeta, o kazkam ] kiseng.
Gali biti ir toks stereotipas, kylantis i§ ryty pusés. Triiksta vie$inimo, kaip pavyzdziui kelia postus, kokius
darbus atlieka per kazkokj laikg, kad ne $iaip sau sédi. Tai triiksta parodyt, kg veikia. Atsiskaityti prie§ pac¢ius
zmonés, parodyti rezultatus.

Nezinau, kaip vieSai su zmoném bendrauja institucijos, bet gal jie galétu labiau atsiklausti Zmoniy, ko jie nori,
ar kazko tritksta. Kai einam balsuoti renkameés i§ kandidaty, ka jie patys pasiiilo, kg nuveiks, bet jie neklausia
miisy, ko mums reikia. Jie labiau i§ bendros pusés Zitiri, kokias aplamai problemos yra. Pavyzdziui, regionuose
mokykly truksta ar darzeliy, tai yra bendra problema, ¢ia néra ko ieSkoti ar klausti, nes tai ir taip tai yra matoma,
dazniau reiktu paklausti paciy Zmoniy, ko jiems reikéty labiau. Dazniau komunikuoti tiesiogiai su Zmonémis.
Dél nepasitikéjimo Seimy, ka galéciau pasakyti, kad prie§ tai buvo viena valdantj partija, ir apie ja, per jos
valdymo laikotarpj, susidaré daug negatyviy nuomoniy. Jie nieko nepadaré, pinigy daug surinko, dalj jy tiesiog
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pasidéjo sau. Tokios nuomonés néra pagristos. Todél ir nepasitikéjimas kyla, mazai kad nepasikeité, o pinigai
eina. Valdantieji patys labai nerodo, ka nuveikia. triiksta komunikacijas.

KAM, nes ka veikia kraSto apsaugos ministerija, vis tiek galime matyti per kariuomene, aiskus rezultatai
matosi. Kalbant apie komunikacija, per pacia kariuomene galima pamatyti, kad tie patys pasirengimai galimam
karui, zmoniy pritraukimas tarnauti ar tapti karininku. Tai vis tiek eina i§ KAM pusés labiau.

Valdininkai, galétu kabiau rimtesniais tapti, bet sunku palyginti skirtingas tokias institucijos. Galbtt tiesiog
rim¢iau bit, nes ir Siaip i politika, i seima, gali bet kas ateiti, ar buves verslininkas, ar buves kazkoks komikas.
Si mokesti turétu mokéti niekas arba visi. Verslai galétu pasiskirstyti pagal kategorijas, kurie maziau pelno
turintys, kurie daugiau. Vienos UAB metinés pajamos gali buti iki milijono, ar milijonas, o kitos yra
daugiamilijardininés, kaip Maksimos, ar koks koncernas. Tai ir mokes¢iai biity atitinkami.

Kalbant apie lengvatas, jeigu i§ verslo pusés imti, tai ¢ia biity monopolija, nes dabar labiau reikia kompanijy
uzsiimanciomis technologijy plétra. Technologijy jmoniy vis tieck maziau, negu pavyzdziui, jmoniy
uzsiimanciomis pardavimais, pirkimais. Gausis ne konkurencingumas, labai privilegijuota. IS Zmoniy pusés
Siaip gera mintis dél lengvaty, gal tada ir pasitikéjimas iSaugtu.

Neturiu nuomonés, mintis yra ta, kad kariuomené turéty biiti gera, bet kaip, komunikuot su liaudimi, nezinau.
Pratyby rodymy yra nemazai.

Pasitikéjimas vis tiek yra svarbus, nes tada vis tiek galima biity padidinti Zmoniy skaiciy, kurie galéty prisidéti
prie pritarimo kelti BVP. Nes tikrai yra zmoniy, kurie neprisideda nes nepasitiki. Dar vienas kertinis dalykas
bity, patriotisSkumas, tikéjimas, kad kariuomené turéty biiti geresné, labiau pasirengusi.

Pasitikéjimas kariuomene yra, matosi, kaip kariuomené pasikeité nuo nepriklausomybés atkiirimo, tapo
moderni, linksta labiau prie vakary Saliy. Kariuomenés pasitikéjimas isliks toje pacioje dinamikoje ir dar labiau
didés. Pasitikéjimas valstybinémis institucijomis, kadangi partijos pasikeité ir dauguma surinko partija, kurj
labiau prie liaudies linksta, bent jau i$ jy vizijos. Gal tada sugrjzty pasitikéjimas ir valstybinémis institucijomis.

Vyriausyb¢ visa, o seimo dauguma vieng valdancioji partija uzima.
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24 Pasnekovas (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba viesajame sektoriuje.

I8 geopolitinés pusés, situacija kelia dvilypius jausmus. Mes nesame Vidurio Rytai, Afrika ar panasiai. Kita
vertus, mes esame vakariniy valstybiy buferiné zona, buferis tarp Rusijos, rusisko pasaulio ir Vakary. Tas kelia
tam tikrg susirlipinima, nes mes nesame labai dideli ir galingi, yra kur tobuléti, bet lyginant posovieting erdve,
mes esame labai neblogoje situacijoje. Esame NATO, tai mums po kol kas padéjo apsisaugot nuo veiksmy kas
nutiko Gruzijoje 2008 metais ar Ukrainoje. Jeigu mes nebiitume NATO, tai manau, sédétume apkasuose.
Manau, kad Siek tiek vélai buvo susigriebta. Karas Ukrainoje, privert¢ mus susimastyti, kad visy pirma mes
turime patys sau padéti, nes man atrodo, kad likusi Europos dalis dar po §iai dienai galvoja, kad ateis Amerika
ir iSgelbés. IS principo mes esame NATO, yra 5 straipsnis ir visa kita, bet a§ manau, kiekvienas zmogus turéty
pirmiausia galvoti apie tai, ka jis pats gali padaryti. Kiekviena valstybé turi pradéti nuo saves ir tik po to jau
galvoti apie tai, kad kazkas ateis ir iSgelbés. Pacioje pradzioje, bet kokiu atveju, jeigu prasidéty veiksmai,
butume vieni. Kol suveikty visi biurokratiniai mechanizmai, reikéty atsilaikyti. Reikia pradéti nuo saves.

Per pastaruosius metus buvo nuveikta daugiau, negu per dvideSimt mety pries tai. AS nemanau, kad vienu
pirkimu mes i$spresime savo visas bédas. Tai yra kompleksiné situacija. Tai néra tai, kad nusipirkome tankus
ir esame saugiis. Mes galim pirkti ka norim, bet uzmest atomine bomba ir viso gero. Reikia ieskoti
kompleksiniy sprendimy. Labai Saunu, kad yra Zmoniy su skirtingomis nuomonémis, jeigu jie susés ir
produktyviai isdiskutuos visus Situos reikalus, galima priimti tikrai produktyvy sprendimg ir ne tiesiog
konkreciai kazkurio viena kryptimi, bet visom kryptim, nes tobulé€jimas yra ¢ia visom kryptim. Praéjusi valdzia
visai neblogai pasidarbavo $ituo klausimu. Kaip ten su skaidrumu, ty pirkimy ir panasiai, jau gal kita kalba.
Per paskutines 60 dieny, kiek Baidenas bus valdzioje, neprasidés pasaulinis karas, tai dar kitus ateinancius
ketverius metus tikrai neturéty. Artimiausiu metu geopolitiné situacija turéty buti tokia kaip ir yra arba
ramesné. Nes labai daug lemia Amerikos valdzia, o dabar iSrinktas prezidentas yra labiau suinteresuotas
saugumo, o ne kary eskalavimo. Geriau nemaloni taika, negu kad karstas karas. Kas lie¢ia Lietuva, mes einame
teisingu keliu. Viena vertus, tai ilgas laiko tarpas, bet tokiems dideliems dalykams kaip kariuomeng, tai a$
manau, yra labai trumpas laiko tarpas. Labai norint galima nuveikti daug. Manau, kad tikrai bus geriau, bet
tikrai nebus taip, kad dar mes tapsime nenugalimi. Cia dar daug dirbti ir dirbti reikia.

AS$ nemanau, kad dabar yra surenkama mazai pinigy. Viskas atsiremia j jy panaudojimo efektyvumag. Jeigu,
sakykim, valstybé, kuri turi tikrai didelius derybinius svertus, kadangi perka didelius kiekius jrangos, nesugeba
gauti, uz jrangos vieneto tokios kainos, kokig kartais sugeba gauti civilis asmuo, tai reikia pradéti turbiit nuo
korupciniy momenty, issivalyti darza §itoje vietoje, ir galblt net pamatysim, kad visgi ty pinigy netruksta,
tiesiog jie turi buti efektyviai panaudojami. Daugiau pinigy ne visg laika, i8gelbés situacijg. Jeigu tu nesugebi
vesti biudZeto, negebi protingai panaudoti pinigy, tai kiek jy surinktume, jy niekad nebus gana. Turétume
palaipsniui siekti didesnio procento. Pirmiausia i$ kokiy sri¢iy mes galime aplamai sumazinti i§laidas. Manau,

kad tikrai galima rasti viety, kur galima sutaupyti ir tuos pinigus perskirstyti gynybai.
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5. Jeigu atmesime tokius atvejus, kai va kilo karas, staiga visi nori ginkluotis ir taip toliau. Ta situacija po truputi
stabilizuojasi ir vél niekam nejdomu. Kalbant apie stabilig situacija, kai nevyksta karas reiktu pradéti su
Svietimu. Laisvé ir nepriklausomybé néra nemokamas dalykas. Tu gali biiti labai geras zmogus ir noréti kitiems
gero, bet nebiitinai visi kiti yra tokie. Ir ko gero, Salys, kurios ilgiausiai sugeba iSgyventi be karo, tokios kaip,
pvz., Sveicarija, jos vis délto yra apsiginklavusios iki danty ir jy nepuola ne todél, kad jie yra geri ar dél to,
kad jy kaimynai yra geri, jy nepuola tod¢l, kad jy neapsimoka pulti. Taika per jéga yra esminis dalykas. Taikus
zmogus néra tas, kuris negali padaryti zalos. Taikus zmogus yra tas, kuris gali padaryti Zalos, bet renkasi to
nedaryti. AS manau $is pasakymas tinka ir valstybéms.

Veiksnius, kurie priklauso nuo Vyriausybés, Seimo, prezidentiiros, tai skaidrumo didinimas. Jeigu valdzia
pasako, kad mes paimsime jiisy pinigus ir nusprgsime, kaip geriau juos panaudoti, tai daug kam tas argumentas
netiks, nes kiekvienas zmogus manys, kad jis zino geriau, kaip panaudoti savo pinigus, negu tie, kurie paima
1§ mangs tuos mokescius. Dél to turi matytis aiSkiai, kad yra skaidrumas, vieSieji pirkimai, kurie atitinka
kazkieno vieno interesy, bet tai yra naudinga valstybei. Valstybé turi derybinius svertus, o ne tiesiog perka i§
to, kas papuola, kaip kad ty auksiniy Sauksty skandalas. Visas skaidrumas paprasciausias dalykas.

AS$ manau, kad apart skaidrumo visa kita biity tiesiog miglos piitimas j akis ir propaganda, reklama. Geriausiai
apie kazkokig organizacijg ir institucijg byloja jos veiksmai ir ty veiksmy rezultatai. Jeigu valdzioje esantys
zmonés sugebety dirbti taip, kad niekam nekilty klausimy, kodél taip nutiko, tada jiems nereikéty uzsiimti
reklama. Sitoje vietoje reklamos &ia nereikia, tiesiog dirbk skaidriai, tinkamai atliks savo darbg ir Zmonés tai
pastebés. Galiausiai didés pasitikéjimas.

Kalbant apie Socialiné komunikacija praeitg valdzia zitir¢jo ganétinai arogantiSkai j bet kg, kas yra iSor¢je
miesty burbulo. Reikia suvokti fakta, kad ne visi galvoja taip, kaip tu, ir tai, kad tu juos, apipilsi purvais,
nepakeis jy mastymo, o netgi dar labiau nuteiks juos pries tave. Bet kokiu atveju reikia prisiminti tokj dalyka
kaip diplomatija ir nuo to pradéti. Svietimas yra labai ilgalaikis procesas, komunikacija ir §vietimas yra labai
artimai susije vienas kitam.

6. Bent jau jeigu spresti i§ saves yra 100%, apart pasitikéjimo a$ neradau pats argumenty daugiau. Seimo nariai

yra kaip samdomi darbuotojai ateina ketveriems metams. Svarbiausia, kad jie nesugadinty visy reikaly, kad jie
tinkamai atlikty savo darba, neaiSkintu man, kaip gyventi ir atlike savo darba eity sau ilsétis ir uzleisty kitus,
kurie buvo iSrinkti. Jie yra nusamdyti tam, kad atlikty savo darba. Tai buty labai Saunu, kad jie ji daryty kaip
Jmanoma geriau. Man Cia ir yra pasitikéjimas.
Yra ne vienas atvejis, netgi Omanas savo knygoje ,,Donbaso dziazas“ parasé. Prasidéjus karui Ukrainoje,
prireikus kariams jrangos jis pats per vieng dvi dienas kazkur kazkaip sugebéjo rasti jrangg uz geresne¢ kaing,
negu, kad valstybé, kuri turi nezmoniskus derybinius svertus ir perka dideliais kiekiais. Tai ta prasme 40%
pigiau nei sugeba rasti. Pradedant nuo to ne tame, kad triiksta pinigy, tiesiog turi buti tinkamai panaudojami
pinigai. Jeigu a$ patikiu savo pinigus valdziai, jie turi juos naudoti tinkamai. triksta rezultato, pinigai vaiksto,
rezultaty nelabai matosi, o pinigai vaiksto labai dideli.

7. Reikéty paminéti ir dar vieng labai svarby momenta, kad kg gali padaryti valdzia. Tai prisiminkim, kad valdzia
tai yra politikai, tai yra Zzmonegs, kurie turi kazkokias tai savo ideologijas. Kartais béda ta, kad jie savo ideologija
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kisa pirmiau visy kity interesy. Man nesvarbu kokie yra jy jsitikinimai, kad jis yra kairysis ar galbtt deSinysis.
Jeigu jo isitikinimai lemia, kad jis jauciasi teisesnis uz kitus tai jau yra negerai. Pavyzdys Vilniaus gatviy
humanizmas, gatviy siaurinimas. At€¢jo Zzmonés kuriems, turiu apibtidinima, 3 I, ideologizuotas, iniciatyvus,
idiotas. Zmogus, kuris turi kvaila iniciatyva ir jam svarbiausia ja prastumti. Klausiau vieno zmogaus,
neminésiu vardais, apie tai, tai atsaké nes jam primena sovietmetj. Cia yra jo argumentas, nes jam primena
Soviety Sgjunga, nes Soviety Sajungoje buvo platis keliai. AS jam sakau, a§ buvau Amerikoje, man tai platis
keliai su Amerika asocijuojasi ne su Soviety Sagjunga. Nuo to ir pradedu maziau ideologizuota iniciatyvy idioty,
daugiau zmoniy, kurie maziau kiSa savo nuomong¢ visur ir daro tai, kg reikia daryti, ir klauso ty, kas irgi Zino
ir nemano, kad jie yra visaziniai.

Triksta profesionalumo. Bet kur nori nueiti yra tikrinamas tavo i$silavinimas, reputacija. Labai daug momenty
yra paimami j vertinima. Tuo tarpu j politika gali papulti bet kas teistas, neteistas. Zymiai Zemesn¢ kartele nei
privaciame sektoriuje.

As nemanau, kad didziausig jtaka aplamai daro kazkuri institucija. Manau, kad ziniasklaida Zaidzia labai didelj
vaidmenj $itoje vietoje. Institucijos jos tiesiog po to turi tvarkytis su pasekmémis viso to. Ziniasklaida gali
lemti pasitikéjimo didéjima, gali lemti pasitikéjimo kitimg. Jei ziniasklaida stumia kazkokia agenda, kuri turéty
padidinti Zmoniy pasitikéjima valdzia ir tada kazkuriuo momentu susimauna, tai gali pradéti veikti atvirkstinis
efektas. Matési Amerikos prezidento rinkimuose debatuose tarp Trump ir Camilla, ir kai jie buvo vedami IBC.
Akivaizdziai buvo matyt $alifkumas Camilos naudai. Ziniasklaida turétu nebiiti $aliska, altai stebéti ir vertinti
ivykius. Bet jie pasirenka puses ir tai labai daznai suveikia prieSingai, negu jie tikisi. AS manau, kad aplamai
dabar vyksta ziniasklaidos saulélydis. Dabar yra kiti kanalai, podcast ir taip toliau, kurie iskyla.

Pirmiausia tai akivaizdziai statyti valstybés interesus pirmiau savo partijos interesy, maziau kelt konfliktus,
maziau veltis | konfliktus. Daryti tuos darbus, kuriuos reikia daryti, maziau uzsiimti vieni kity komentavimo,
vertinimu, tai nesuteikia reikiamo rezultato, daromas Sou. AS nemanau, kad mums reikia Seime Sou. AS manau,
kad mums Seime reikia Zmoniy, kurie turi daryti savo darba, kuriam jie yra nusamdyti.

Na, a8, kaip sakiau, a§ esu aplamai prie§ naujus mokescius. A§ manau, kad valstyb¢je turéty biiti sudaroma
iniciatyva zmonéms kurti ir veikti. Mokes¢iai tg iniciatyvag sunaikina. Jeigu tu apkrauti verslg mokeséiais,
verslas su tuo nesitaikstys. Mokés tikrai ne verslas, moké eiliniai Zzmonés. Mes turétume sudaryti salygas,
kurios leisty Lietuvoje lengviau kurtis verslams, maziau biurokratijos ir taip paimti daugiau mokesciy,
neapkraunant jau esamus, o palengvinant tg naSta esamiems ir tada atsirastu dar daugiau rinkos zZaidéjy. IS
vieneto surenkant maziau mokeséiy, bet visoje visumoje surenkant daugiau. Po maziau i§ daug yra geriau,
negu bandyti daug islupti i§ keliy. Vienintelis naujas mokestis vienintelis mokes¢io kélimas, kuriam as$
pritarciau, tai bty progresyvios baudos. Mokes¢iams nepritariu, bet yra vienas momentas, kuriam a$ pritar¢iau
todél, kad baudos nemanau, kad yra sgziningos. Kazkam bauda yra tikrai skausmingas momentas kitam tai yra
tiesiog mokestis. Baudos turi priklausyti nuo atlyginimo, nes vis délto jy paskirtis yra drausminimas.

Jeigu, suteiksi lengvatas verslui uZ tai, kad jis mokés daugiau mokesciy, tai tu per mokescius paimsi 20 eury
i§ verslo ir per lengvatg jam grazinti 20 eury. Skiriasi tuo, kad sukursi darbo vietas funkcionieriams, kurie turés
apskaiciuoti tg perskirstyma. Manau tai yra nesamone. Psichologinis buidas sukurti jvaizdj, kad tu kazka gauni.
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Ka as$ pastebé&jau pastaruoju metu, tai galbiit Siek tiek ta ggsdinimo taktika veikia. Po dviejy mety mes sédésime
apkasuose, nes mus puls. Bet zmonés gali pradéti galvoti, jei gresia tokia béda, tai kaip man nusipirkti vila
uzsienyje, pavyzdziui, Graikijoje, kur a$ galésiu pabeégti ir pasiSildyti, kol ¢ia visi sédés apkasuose ir Zus.
Masiskiai, labai meégsta semtis patirties i§ Vakary Saliy. Kodél mes negalime pasisemti patirties i§ tokiy Saliy
kaip Sveicarija ir Izraelis, kurie i§ tikryjy yra labai stipriis. Tai néra didelés alys, bet jos karine prasme yra
ziauriai stiprios. Pazitrét kg jie nuveike, kad Zzmonés vis délto yra labai teigiamo poziiirio j valstybés gynyba
ir yra nusiteike ir tarnauti ir mokét didelius mokescius, ten yra labai dideli mokesciai.

Svarbu mokinti tautiSkumo. Per ta3 momenta, jei prasidétu rytoj karas, ka a$ veikéiau, manai skirsiu daugiau
pinigy gynybai, ne. Jeigu rytoj karas a$ tiesiog galvosiu, kaip pabégti. Jeigu egzistuotu patriotinis Svietimas,
tas ugdymas, bty kitaip. Siaip a§ manau, aplamai mes esam toli paZenge tuo klausimu anks¢iau, kaip buvo
kvie¢iami pirmi Sauktiniai, pozidiris ] kariuomeng buvo kaip j sovieting. Pozitiris j kariuomeng nelabai skyrési
nuo poziiirio j kaléjima. Siuo klausimu buvo labai daug padirbéta. Reikia mokinti toliau, kas yra ta kariuomené
per istorija, per patriotizmo ugdymg. Nekalbam apie tai, kad uzpuls, kad reikia bijoti. Reikia mokinti ir daryti
taip, kad priesas Zinoty, jog atéjes | miisy Salj sutiks j jj besitaikant vamzdj kiekviename lange. O ¢ia kad
gasdins, tai zmonés ir pabégs, bus blogai as bégsiu.

Kiekvienas zmogus yra skirtingas, kazkas prisidés tik jeigu pilnai pasitikés. Kazkas nepasitiki bet i§ serijos
you have to do what you have to do prisidés. Manau pasitikéjimas yra pagrindinis dalykas.

Viskas priklauso nuo jy veiksmy. Jeigu jy veiksmai kels pasitikéjima, tai tas pasitikéjimas didés. Tai a§ manau,
kad viskas yra jy rankose. Na ir aiSku ziniasklaida irgi labai daug lemia. Kalbant apie kariuomene, mes daugiau
jos matome, daugiau kazka veikia. AS labai daznai matau miisy karius, technika. Technika atrodo gerai,
tvarkingai, kariai grazis, tvarkingi, tas vaizdas yra grazus ir kelia pasitikéjima. Atlikdami savo tarnyba mums
tikrai daznai akcentuoja, kad mes esam kariuomenés veidas. Kai mes pateiksime save, visuomené mus ir matys.

Zinai, kol kariuomené pasirodo gerai, tol, a§ manau, pasitikéjimas didéja ir tas tikrai kilti turéty.
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25 Pas$nekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi VRM

Sudétingai vertinu i§ geopolitinés situacijos. Grésmé i§ kaimyniniy valstybiy gali biiti atsizvelgiant |
geopoliting situacija. Mes priklausome NATO sajungai, zvelgiant j tai, NATO tikrai gali jsivelti j konflikta su
Rusija. Tai atitinkamai mes esame priesakiné linija. Biitent mums ir gali labiausiai kliati.

Saugus sitoje situacijoje negali niekas jaustis. Jeigu konfliktas biity branduolinis, j ka krypsta visos tendencijos,
saugus negali biiti niekas ir niekur Europos Sajungoje. Ir kiek Cia jdéty pastangy jos neatpirks to.

Padaryta pakankamai. Bet, Sitoje situacijoje, Kiek be pirktume niekada nepasieksime norimo saugumo, kad
galétum buti garantuotas, kad tau $ito uzteks.

Zvelgiant j dabartinj konflikta, drony situacija, tai didelis kiekis ir brangiy tanky yra visiskai neatperkantis
dalykas. Tankai labai greitai yra i§vedami i$ rikiuotés ir net patys brangiausi, kainuojantys po 5 ir 10 milijony,
kaip parodé situacija Ukrainoje, kai jie pradeda kariauti, pasirodo jie nieko verti. Sprendimai galéjo biiti
kitokie, gal netgi prieStankiné gynyba geresné, priesléktuviné gynyba. Atsizvelgiant j visg tg situacijg, vis délto
vystyti tg drony gamyba, o ne j sunkiuosius metalus kist pinigus.

Atsizvelgiant j tai, kad Lietuva néra $iuo atzvilgiu savarankiska ir jos sprendimai yra priimami biitent kitose
struktiirose, europinése ir NATO. Lietuva bus priversta stiprinti savo gynyba ir investicijas j Sita dalyka.
Partijy, politiky nesantaikos, kazkiek gali sutrukdyti, bet a§ manau, gynybai ir augumui bus skirti pinigai. Bus
pakankamai skiriama [éSy, gal nebus drastiskai didinama, bet didinimas bus. Gal tas pasiprieSinimas tam
didinimui i§ visuomenés yra visiSkai nattiralus, kadangi visuomené nori visai kity poreikiy ne karui. Saugumas
néra pirmas dalykas, j ka reikéty, neinvestuoti.

Sunku vertinti geopoliting situacija, ne nuo misy ¢ia priklauso. Priklauso nuo keleto rimty zaidéjy ir kokia tarp
ju vyks diskusija ir pokalbiai, tarp JAV, Rusijos, Kinijos. Nuo to priklausys visa situacija, jeigu iSmoks
tarpusavy kalbétis. Kg anks¢iau zmonés mok¢jo i§ diplomatinés pusés, pavyzdziui, nuo 45 mety iki 90s mety.
Tuomet buvo diplomaty darbas uzmenksti dialoga, dabar Vakarai diplomatijos Sitoj pus¢j nuo 90 mety
nebeturi. Yra vienas vienintelis pozilris, mes stipresni, mes viska sprendziame. Condoleezza Rice ,,Peace
through strength®, ,,Doctrine of Preemption”. Dominuoja pozitiris, kad mes per daug stipriis, kad su kazkuo
derétis. Galvoti, kad geopolitiné situacija bus geresné, jeigu pozitris nesikeis i$ vakary pusés, a§ manau, kad
niekas nelabai ir keisis. Situacija tiktai prastés. Jeigu nebus kazkokiy pokyciy.

Kiek vilka besert, vis tiek, ty pinigy triiks. Siuo metu esantis procentas 3,2 yra tikrai pakankamas. Cia néra,
kazkoks karo atvejis, kur reikéty 6, 7, 8%. Tegul Europos Sgjungoje, NATO visi pasiekia tokj lygj ir to tikrai
biity pakankamai. Dabar, kai mes esame ketvirti pagal BVP kol kiti nepasiekia 2%. Tie patys vokieciai neturi
dviejy procenty, skiria apie pusantro tiktai. Nematau Cia prasmés bégt pirmiems prie$ traukinj.

Zmoniy uzklausus, kokie yra jiems svarbiausi klausimai, tai saugumas, nemanau, kad yra pirmas. Grei¢iausiai,
pirmas dalykas yra kazkokie socialiniai klausimai, sveikatos apsaugos dalykai, pensijos, iSmokos paskui, keliy
priezitira, gerbiivis, Svietimas yra labai svarbus dalykas, | kg Zmonés noréty, kad tai biity investuojama ir kas
duos jy gerovei didesne nauda ir graza, investicija } moksla, j mokymo jstaigas ir panasiai. Tik tada gal kokioje
5,6 vietoj biity saugumas. AS manyciau, kad tokie yra tie poreikiai, todél Zzmonés nelabai ir noréty ir détis. Tai
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yra prioritetas, ] deSimtuka jeina, bet tai néra | trejetuka ar penketuka jeinantis klausimas. | deSimtuka taip,
jeigu ten iSdéstyti pagal prioritetus, saugumas kokioje 5 6 vietoje, a$ pagal save sprendziu.

AS nelabai jsivaizduoju, ka Vyriausybé galéty padaryti, skaidruma didinti daugiau. NeZinau kiek tai galima
bty vieSinti, nes tai yra valstybés paslaptis, kiek nupirkta ir uz kokius pinigus. Nes Cia yra neviesas dalykas,
ko kariuomené nupirko ir kiek ko turi. Bet kontrolé turéty vykdyti kazkokie organai, kazkokios komisijos,
komitetai, kurie visa tai kontroliuoty ir sakyty, kad i§ tikryjy konkursai vykdomi skaidriai. Ypac ginkluotés
pirkimui, nes kartais pasirinkimas yra nelabai didelis arba jo i§vis tokio nebtina. Pavyzdziui, kazkokia rasis
ginkluotés yra tiktai pas vieng ir kaip ten jie suzais su tais pinigais, tai ¢ia jau vél yra labai negraziis dalykai
gali buti. Kazkokie priestankiniai kompleksai ar pries 1éktuvus gynybos kompleksai, ant vienos rankos pirsty
galima suskai¢iuoti, kas juos gamina. Svedai, Brity BAE systems, vokie¢iy kazkoks koncernas ar amerikie¢iai.
Uztenka vieno skambu¢io j ministerija, kad pasakyty, kad mes laimésime. Cia su kuo a§ risu, kai buvo
skandalas, su Mazeikiy naftos pardavimu, kai uzteko vieno skambucio i§ uzsienio ir visa Vyriausybé léké.
Cia yra labai svarbus dalykas, nes pasitikéjimas partijomis ir jy susitarimas su ES ir taip toliau. Atspindi, kad
tai néra Sity partijy, kazkokios programos ar jy veiksmai, tai neatspindi liaudies norus ir interesus. Todél |
priimtus sprendimus zmonés zitiri labai nepalankiai todél sako, kad a§ tikrai neskiriu pinigy Sitam dalykui.
VRM pasitikéjimas yra ganétinai aukstas, kariuomene didelis pasitikéjimas ir Zmonés gerai vertina, KAM irgi
Siuo metu kazkokiy ypatingy skandaly nebuvo. Auksiniai Saukstai, Cia jau praeitas etapas, tai buvo labai jau
senai. Pinigai visad nueina ne ten, bet klausimas kokiais kiekiais. Kad labai neskaidriai ¢ia viskas vykty, tai a$
tikrai nesu girdéjes dabar, Pagrindinés kalbos yra apie seimg, partijomis, jy skandalais, ir atitinkamai
Vyriausybe. Vyriausybé pasikeité, zitrésim, kaip ji dirbs. Gal ji visiSkai normaliai dirbs, vyriausybe dar
nepradéjo dirbti, o jau yra atstovai, grupés, kitos partijos, kurios darys viska, kad ji sékmingai nedirbty.
Nezinau, kg galéty padaryti Seimas ir Vyriausybé. Gali, suburti kazkokias tai komandas, kurios dirbtu butent
su komunikacija visuomenei, su spauda, spaudos atstovais, savo gery darby pavieSinimu. Savo plany
igyvendinima, kai jie per tam tikrag laikotarpj, jie nuveiké. Kokia pazanga buvo per pastaruosius metus.
Premjeras galéty duoti nurodyma savo ministrams, kokie galéty biiti, komunikacijos pagerinimas atskiroms
ministerijoms. Atitinkamai, kai visos ministerijos gerai dirbs, tai zmonés geriau vertins ir paciag Vyriausybe.
Kalbant apie Seima, labai priklauso nuo suburtos koalicijos. Sia akimirka yra kisami pagaliai j ratus, kad ta
koalicija visiS§kai nedirbty. Kad Seimas vél biity neveiksnus, susiskaldes. Galiausiai, net paprasciausio
klausimo jie negalés iSspresti todél, a$ jau nekalbu apie saugumo klausimus. Triiksta vienybés, nes viena partija
(Konservatoriai) nori visur dalyvauti ir viskam vadovauti. Yra viena partija, kuri jneSa Saukstas deguto j
medaus stating, ir medaus statinés néra.

AS$ vienos neiSskir¢iau, bet dvi tai tikrai yra. VRM ir KAM. Jos butent ir sprendzia, kaip zmogus jauciasi
saugiai. Kariuomené uztikrina sauguma nuo iSorés prieSy, o kita pradedant nuo pasienieciais, policijos,
ugniagesiais, kaléjimy struktiiros, ir kitomis, vieSas saugumas priklauso nuo Vidaus reikaly ministerijai. Ir kaip
zmongés jauciasi gatvéje, tai irgi yra labai svarbu, kad jie galéty naktj eiti mieste ir nebijoti kazko.

Turi biiti kompleksinis dalykas. Vyriausybei ir Seimo atstovams pasizitiréti, kaip tas mokestis, pavyzdziui, yra
surenkamas kitose valstybése, kur yra didelis pasitikéjimas ir noras. Pavyzdziui, Sveicarijoje, kaip yra Zmonés
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paruoSiami, kaip jiems yra jdiegiama, kad to Saliai reikia ir kad jie i§ tikryjy ten niekas nesiprieSina.
Mentalitetas labai skiriasi, jis neatsiranda, jis yra Simtmeciais formuojamas. Jei Zmonés dabar taip nusistatg,
visiskai nereiSkia, kad taip Zmonés manys ir, pavyzdziui, po 10 ar po 20 mety. Jeigu bus formuojamas
mentalitetas, kad tai nebus daroma agresyviai, daroma geranoriskai, jtikinamai ir parodant, kad tai i§ tikryjy
neiSvagiama, 1€Sos yra panaudojamos tikslingai, proporcingai.

Kariuomené yra vienas i§ pagrindiniy valstybés ramséiy. Komunikacija turi biiti ne karo gasdinimas. Zmonés
1§ tikryjy bijo ir jaucia, kad karas artéja ir kad mes biisim, kaip dabar ukrainieciai buvo jkisti j kara. Priklauso
nuo Saliy vyriausybiy, sekantys gali biti jvelti, pagal savo retorikg ir antirusiSkuma, Lenkai, paskui Baltijos
regionas. Tokios Salys, kaip, pavyzdziui, nors ir Salia esancios Slovakija, Vengrija, jos véliausiai bty
puolamos, jeigu tai nebus globalus konfliktas, o palaipinus, lokalus.

Zmonés, kurie ir nepasitiki vyriausybe, bet yra $alies patriotai skirs 18y ir eis savanoriauti, ar bandys kitaip
prisidéti prie gynybos. Kiti yra kurie pasitiki vyriausybe, bet i§ principo nenori jos remti. Pasitikéjimas duoda
tai, kad Zmonés savo pinigus, parems kuomet bus renkami fondai ar dar kur nors, labiau pritars mokesc¢iy
jvedimui. Jeigu jie pasitikés Vyriausybe zmonés prisidés, jei ne atitinkamai pasiprieSinimas visam Sitam bus
didesnis. Yra svarbus aspektas pasitikéjimas vyriausybe.

Na, tikrai atsakyti Sitg dalyka tikrai negalésiu, nes ¢ia labai daug nezinomyjy Nauja valdzia, naujas Seimas,
nauja Vyriausybé. Ji dar nepradéjo dirbti, kai pradés dirbti, matysim tas visas pastangas, kokios jos jdétos.
Manau, kad viskas turi biiti subalansuota, nereikia verstis per galva ir sakyti, kad nuo rytoj mes atimsime 1éSas
i§ Svietimo ar sveikatos ir pervesime prie saugumo. Na, §ito tikrai nebus, nes vis délto greiCiausiai, kad tas
socialinis klausimas liks svarbus. Tokie dalykai zmonéms kaip keliy priezitira yra labai svarbdis. Ir kai pastaroji
valdzia paskutiniais metais i§ milijardo atémé 300 milijony keliams, tai Zmonéms labai nepatinka. Ten ir taip
nebuvo kazin kokios didelés 1éSos, kad jas dar sumazinti. AS tikiuosi, kad skirtos 1¢Sos krasto apsaugai ir

saugumui turés tendencija, kad nebus mazinamos, o isliks bent jau tame paciame lygyje ir po truput; kils.

134



26 Pasnekové (Respondent), dalyvauja JKVM programoje, dirba privac¢iame sektoriuje.

IS geopolitinés puses, savotiskas antras Saltasis karas, tokia yra jtampa ir ji vis didéja. Yra iniciatyvy, yra
suvokiama padétis, tai gerai suvokia kariuomené, geriau negu kiek kurie politikai, bet viskas atsiremia |
finansus, finansy trilkkuma. Jauciu grésme i§ Baltarusijos ir Rusijos, ir 1§ Kinijos kazkuria prasme. Motyvacijos
Lietuvos kariuomenei netruksta, bet triiksta ginkluotés ir paciy finansy.

AS labiausiai vertinu tai, kad pasikvietém VokieCius ir visas tas politinis susitelkimas. Taip mes pradé¢jom
spausti Vokiecius, galbiit netgi pasijauté kazkuriuo metu desperacija i§ Lietuvio pusés. Dabar tokie laikai, kad
reikia spausti maksimumg. Daugiausiai kreip¢iau démesj j vokieCiy brigados klausima. Padaryta pakankamai.
AS kaip suprantu, idealiu atveju politikai vis tiek tariasi su kariuomene, ir kariuomené geriausiai zino, ko reikia.
Turi buti visg ta kombinacija, reikia ir drony, ir tanky, reikia i§ esmés visko. Pasitikiu Lietuvos kariuomenés
sprendimais. Ypac vertinu sgjungininky prisikvietima.

Sauktiniy klausimas irgi labai svarbu, gerai, kad pradés $aukti daugiau Zmoniy pabaigus mokykla, nors daug
motery galbiit kalba dar santiiriai, bet bent jau pradedama kazka kalbéti. Norétysi daugiau apie tai diskusijy,
Kita vertus gal i$ tikryjy visuomené néra pasiruoSusi, kad moteris irgi bty privalomai Saukiamos. Nepriversi
gyventojy eiti tarnybos, ¢ia i8 tikryjy ilgiai trunkantis klausimas, reikalaujantis persilauzimo pasamonéje.

Dél saugumo esu pesimisté, jeigu zitrint geopolitiSkai, a§ manau, didés visi hibridiniai sabotazai, mazi
iSpuoliai, o dél kariuomenés, tai bus sustipréjusi. Bet ¢ia gal ir ne penkeriy, labiau deSimties mety klausimas,
bet per tg laikg jau Lietuvoje bus dislokuota Vokieciy brigada.

Zinoma, reikia kelti. Lenkai, yra labai geras pavyzdys. A§ norééiau, kad mes biitume panagesniais j lenkus $iuo
poziiiriu, ir norisi i§spausti ta maksimuma. AS esu uz BVP didinima, idealiausia atveju turbit biity kombinacija
tarp verslo ir privaciy asmeny.

Keturi procentai skamba tikrai neblogai, bet bijau kad kitom sritim gali pradéti skaudéti. Buvo padarytas
apskaiciavimas, sukurtos simuliacijos, kiek kainuoty Lietuvai apsiginti.

Skaiciavo amerikieciai, jie ta patj paskaiCiavo ir lenkam. Lenkai labai rimtai j tai atsizvelge ir gal dél to taip
i8kilo pas juos kariuomenei skirtas BVP. Lietuvoje dabar reikéty pakelti mazdaug tarp keturiy ir penkiy, kad
Lietuva galéty, dabartinéms sglygom, po penkiy mety, gerai apsiginti iki kol ateity sgjungininkai. Manau ir
saky¢Ciau tarp keturiy ir penkiy procenty, bet uz visko daug slypi verslas ar pasiryztu.

Manau, labai paprastas pavyzdys, kas vykta su Ukraina, jeigu nenori, kad tokia dalykai vykty tavo Salyje, turim
pavyzdi kuris trunka 3 metus. Kalbant apie vidinius veiksmus tai, tai elementarus patriotizmas ir valstybés
jsivaizdavimas, svarba. Jeigu kitiems tai yra toks abstraktas, tai tiesiog reikia jg jsivaizduoti kaip savo namg.
Savo nama visad bandysi apginti. Manau, visi turi tg kazkokj savotiska instinkta, ne tik, kad vyras turi ginti
moterj, Seima, bet man atrodo, ir pilieCiai mylintys savo Salj turi irgi savotiSskg instinktg ginti savo Salj. Yra
vidinis Zmogus interesas, gal netgi privatus dél to patriotizmo. Asmeniui net nemégstant seimo, partijy, priimty
sprendimy, jis vis tiek eitu ginti valstybe.

Zmonés yra skeptiski, jie skeptiski Zitri, kur nueis tie pinigai ir ar jie nenukeliausi j svetimas kiSenes ir ar tikrai
jie nués ten, kur turi nueiti. Netikslingas pinigy panaudojimas reikia skaidrumo. DaZniausiai zmongs susiriiping
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saugumu yra miesto gyventai, labiau pasiturintys zmonés, vidutinis sluoksnis. Nepasiturintis asmuo, pirmiau
apgalvoja, kaip reikia pavalgyti ir iSgyventi. Bet galbiit turtingesnis Zmogus labiau ziiiri j sauguma dél to, kad
tu turi ka prarasti. Taip pat jtakoja ir Zmogaus i$silavinimas. Bet zZinoma skandaly iSryskinimas irgi neduoda
pasitikéjimo.

Atskirai yra valdzia ir kariuomené. AS jsivaizduoju, kad korupcija didesniu lygiu yra tarp savivaldybiy o ne
tarp seimo ar prezidento. Koreliacija yra bet nezymi.

Man labiausiai musa akivaizdus politiky melavimas. Vieno sakymas, kito darymas. Puikus pavyzdys su
porinkimine situacija, buvo duoti pazadai, o dabar jie jau yra lauzomi, nepra¢jus ménesiui. Sunku pasitikéti
tokiais politikais. Turétu kazkas dél to biit daroma, baudy nemanau, bet ¢ia yra sietina politika su morale.
Politiko ZodZiai turi sutapti su jo veiksmais. Vienareik$miskai reikétu, kad teistiems Zzmonéms biity draudziama
eiti ] seimg. Bandant jsidarbinti net  paprasta darba tai yra smarkiai tikrinama. | politikus noréc¢iau zitréti, kaip
] tam tikrg elita. Deja j seima ateina Zmonés nesantys didziulj purva ir tai iSplinta j visas valdzios institucijas.
Etikos klausimas yra, mes vertinam ne tik politiky i$silavinima bet ir jy tikslus su veiksmais, asmeniné praeitis,
kuri biity siejama su visuomenine veikla. Politiko moralé.

Pasitiki labiausiai, KAM, Sauliy sgjunga, nepasitiki tai ,nezinau kuriuo smarkiau ar seimu ar prezidentu.
Kalbant apie Sauliy sgjunga ji yra lengvai prieinama, daug bendrauja, manau triksta to paprasto bendravimo
ir kitom institucijom. Man asmeniskai atrodo, kad yra per daug skirtingy partijy. D¢l to egzistuoja didesnis
nesusikalbéjimas, daugiau skirtingy interesy.

Turétu moketi verslas kartu su Zmonémis. Zmonés neturétu prisiimti visos nastos. Bet bijau, kad apmokestinus
versla, galiausiai, zmoném teks mokéti dar daugiau. Pritarciau pasitilymui, kad turétu biti skiriamos lengvatos
tiems kas daugiau prisideda prie krasto gynybos, ypac Sauliy sagjungos nariams, kariinams.

Dabar prasidéjo nauji mokymai mokyklose, kurie skirti uzkurti pilietiSkumo ugnelg, bet manau ne veltui tiek
daug yra kalbama apie karg. Dabar yra tokia jtempta geopolitiné situacija, mes matome kas vyksta Ukrainoje.
Mes esame i$skirtinoje geografinéje vietovéje, mes nesame Ispanija, Portugalija. Taip pat turime nekokia
istoring patirt] su Rusija. Jie nejaucia tos grésmeés, o mes jauciam, kaip mums kvépuoja ir nugarg priesas.

K3 uz mane valstybé gali padaryti ir kg a$ pats galiu. Daznai zmonés mégsta kaltinti valdzig, bet patys nieko
nedaro. Yra tokie zmonés, kurie, gali ir nemégti kazkokiy institucijy, bet patys i$ saves yra labai uzsimotyvave.
Jiems gal nepatinka valdzia, bet jie vis tiek eity ir ginty. Tai kaip sakant, reikia pradéti nuo saves ir keisti tokj
mentalitetg. AS manau, kad brandus pilietis vis tiek galvoja apie visuma, ne tik apie save, ne tik kg jam gali
duoti valstybé, bet ka jis pats atgal grazinti.

Sunku pasakyti. Viskas vyksta ciklais, socialdemokratus pakeis konservatoriai ir panasiai. Galbut bus

padidéjes pasitikéjimas partijomis, a$ tikiuosi. Kariuomene, bus pakiles vienareikSmiskai.
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27 Pasnekovas (Respondent), darbuojasi kariuomenéje

Sig akimirka Lietuvos saugumo klausimas yra gana kvestionuojamas. Mes vis tiek turime sieng su agresoriumi
ir, taciau nebiitina panikuoti. Dabar miisy agresorius yra pakankamai aktyvus ir aiSkiai prieSiskai nusiteikes,
vis tiek reikia biiti pasiruosus. Lietuvos kariuomenés yra tikrai pakankamai gerai pasiruosus vykdyti ir atsakyti
1 agresoriaus grésmes ir a§ manau, kad tikrai mes esame pakankamai §ig akimirka gerai ekipuoti ir gerai
pasiruoSia. Lietuva ypatingai labai daug investuoja j savo gynyba, ekipuote, technika ir pasiruo§ima.

Einam tinkama linkme, kuo toliau tuo labiau mes investuojam, j sauguma ir kariuomeng, kas labai smarkiai
matosi. Valdzia daro tinkamus sprendimus i§ saugumo perspektyvos.

Pirkti tankus, gal yra logiska, bet nedidelj skaiciy. Nes i§ esmés didelis tanky skaicius Lietuvoje, néra aktualus.
Mes turim Lenkus, kuriy kariuomené yra zymiai didesné, su kuriais mes turim sienas. Reakcijos laikas yra
tikrai labai trumpas, jau buvo darytas pratybos, dislokacija ty paciy Lenky. Lietuva gal ir nedaro klaidos, bet
galéjo pirkti maziau tanky. Ypac kaip dabar bus dislokuota Vokietijos brigada. Lietuva tikrai galéjo investuoti
zymiai didesni skaiCiy 1é8y j tuos pacius dronus, ar j individualig kario ekipuote, ji lemia Zymiai daugiau negu
tankas. Vieno tanko kaina gali atstoti minimume keliy deSim¢iy kariy individualig visg pilng ekipuote.

Sunku nuspéti, nes vyksta labai dinamiskas pokytis ir jis yra absoliu¢iai neprognozuojamas. Vertinkim
situacija, kas buvo Ukrainoje, jie ne taip smarkiai tikéjosi, kad jie bus puolami ir dabar mes turime dabartinj
rezultatg. Mes nezinom, kas gali biiti po keturiy, penkiy mety Lietuvoje. Labai sunku i§ tikryjy yra pasakyti,
nes viskas $iuo metu vyksta labai dinamiskai ir absoliuciai neprognozuojamai.

AS pritariu tikrai uz mokesciy kélima, taciau iki tam tikros adekvacios ribos, kad tai netrukdyty Zzmogaus
gerbiiviui. AS pasiraSiau peticija uz gynybos finansavimo kélima iki 4%. Tai yra labai naudingas dalykas ir
ateityje, turéty biiti net dar didesnis procentas. Turime biiti pilnai jsitiking, kad mes turésim galimybe atremti
agresoriy. Mes tam turime biiti pasiruose.

Viena i§ pagrindiniy priezasCiy tai yra, per mazos algos. Dabartinés kainos Lietuvoje neatitinka minimalios
algos, tai daro labai didZiule jtaka. Yra socialiné nelygybé, kuri daro labai didziule jtaka norui kelti mokescius,
nes paprasciausiai zmonés neturi i§ ko gyventi. Kitas dalykas, yra per mazas pasitikéjimas valdzia, zitirint |
buvusios valdzios poelgius, yra mazokas pasitikéjimas. Tai kelia nenorg mokéti mokesc¢ius tam, nes Zmonéms
nepatinka biiti kontroliuojamiems, ribojamiems.

Labiausiai lemia nenoras eiti j vergove. Mes kiekvienas turim kazka aukoti vardan ateities, be i§imties. Train
as you fight. Sis posakis reiskia, kad turi atiduoti kazkokia duokle, lieti prakaita i anksto, kad ateitj batum
pakankamai uztikrintas, kad viskas bus gerai. Nenorg eiti j vergove, a$ laikau patriotizmu. Nes ne tik i$ savo
vidiniy savanaudisky paskaty visko imameés, bet daugelis daro i§ pilietiniy paskaty, i§ patriotizmo pusés.
Rezultatas yra labai svarbus, reikia Zmogui parodyti ir pastoviai rodyti, kam tai yra konkreciai reikalinga, kad
Jis suprasty, kas jo ateitj laukia, jeigu jis, nesimis absoliuciai jokios iniciatyvos. I§ dalies komunikacijos truksta.
Tie zmonés, kurie nenori prisidéti jie kalba garsiausiai ir réke¢ daugiausiai ir nieko nenori daryti. Klausimas,

koks procentas jy turi normalu stabily darba? Daugumai, kurie neprisideda yra problema su pasitikéjimu. Jie
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turi normaly stabily darbg, turi pakankamai kulttros ir jsilavinimo, kad galéty suvokti esama dabarting
Lietuvos saugumo situacija. Jie turi galimybe mokéti ta mokestj, bet jie nenori mokéti mokescio valdziai, kuria
jie paprascCiausiai nepasitiki, nes jie nezino, kur nueina pinigai. Tie, kurie turi normaly stabilu vidutiniskai
apmokamg darba, jiems tikrai nemanau, kad neturéty labai skaudéti finansiskai prisidéti. Netiek skaidrumas,
kiek pasitikéjimas. Bet tas nepasitikéjimas kyla dazniausiai i§ praeity klaidy, kada visuomené liko kazkuo
nepatenkinta ir jie tiesiog nebenori prisidéti.

Disciplina, dél to, kad paprasCiausiai Seime, ypatingi dabar, yra vaiky dazelis, vienas ant kito vaziuoja,
nesusitaria dél jstatymy. Partijos, kad ir koki skirtingg politinj poZiiirj turéty, jos turéty dirbti kartu, o ne vienas
kita bandyti skandinti. Néra susivienijimo, yra vaiky darzelis, néra susivienijimo, nebus disciplinos, Néra
disciplinos, bus daroma zymiai daugiau klaidy. Triiksta atsiskaitomumo prie$ pacius Zzmones.

Seimas vizija kazkokia tai vis tiek turi. Truksta susivienijimo, dél to, kad tos politinés partijos yra
paprascCiausiai per daug i$siskaidziusios. Jos per daug iSsiskaidziusios ir jos tarpusavi negali susitarti ties kokiy
konkreciy tiksly turi eiti. Jos nori priimti daug jstatymy, kurie yra dalinai palankus, dalinai nepalankus, dalinai
palankus jiems asmeniskai, dalinai palankus Lietuvos valstybei. Ir tas tarpusavio nesusitarimas, Smeiztas ant
gretimai esanciy partijy, tos vieSos pjautinés tarpusavi. Jos kelia didziuli nepasitikéjimg nes néra disciplinos,
néra tarpusavio susitarimo ir néra konkretaus iskelto vieningo tikslo.

Nepasitikéjimas Seimu, ypatingai Sig akimirka, nes valdanciyjy tarpe yra Zmoniy, kurie yra pakankamai
neadekvatus, kai kuriems yra pradéti ikiteisminiai tyrimai, tokie Zzmonés negali biiti valdantysis organas. Kaip
gali biiti valdantysis organas, kuriam yra iSkelta baudziamoji byla. | kariuomeng¢ sunkiau ateiti nei valdantjji
organa. Turi atsirasti suvarZymai nes, kaip zmogus gali buti vienas i§ valdanciyjy valstybés organy, kai jam
yra iSkelta baudziamoji byla. Tas Zmogus neturi biiti lin¢iuojamas, bet tas zmogus negali biiti valdantysis
organas, nes jis néra pavyzdys. Jis néra pavyzdys Lietuvos valstybei ir jis negali buti Lietuvos valstybiniu
veidu. Jeigu zmogus aiskiai yra nusiZzengias pries jstatyma, kurj jie patys priéme, kaip jis gali buti valdantysis
organas. Tai yra skaidrumo klausimas. Asmuo, kuris akivaizdziai nusizengia jstatymam, ir jam toliau yra
leidziamas kurti jstatymus, tai yra nebeskaidru.

Mes esame absoliuciai visi vienodi ir turéty biiti taikoma tam tikrg lygybe. Mokes¢iai turi bati taikomi be
iSimties visiems. Galbit juridiniams asmenims tas mokestis turéty biti taikomas net didesnis negu fiziniams
asmenims, dél to, kad tai yra vis tiek didelés pinigy transakcijos. Kuo didesné jmoné, tuo didesnj mokestj jie
turéty mokéti nuo savo pelno, tokio biidu sukuriant tg indélj. We are in this boat together. Viskas turi bati iki
proto riby, paskaiciuota taip, kad per daug zmogus finansiskai nenukentéty. Taip pat manau, kad alkoholio ir
tabako gaminiy akcizy didinimas irgi gali daryti didele jtakg saugumo biudzeto kélimui. Tg irgi biitu galima
padaryt ir manau, kad tai bty pakankamai teisinga.

Kalbant apie lengvatas, dabar yra pakankamai nemazas skatinimo lygis. Kariams yra taikomos nuolaidos tam
tikrose parduotuvése, anks¢iau buvo taikoma vieSajam transportai. Dél versly lengvaty tai jmonés, kurios
savanoriskai uzsyjama didesniu, kazkokiomis gilesnémis iniciatyvomis prisidedant prie krasta gynybos, ne tik
biudzetg skatinimo, bet savo produkcija, pavyzdziui kaip Brolis defense, jie daro ne tik vieSuosius pirkimus,
jie daro ir aukas. Jie savo produkta aukoja, siuncia j Ukraing ir tiek ir Lietuvos kariuomenéje labai placiai, jy
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produkcija yra taikoma. Tai yra vos nepagrindinis Lietuvos termo ir naktinio matymo prietaisy tiekéjas, jie
daro nuolaidas. Tokioms jmonéms galéty bti tikrai taikomas tam tikros, nebtitinai mokestinés, lengvatos, bet
galbut kazkokios kitokios lengvatos. Galéty tikrai biiti jvesta kazkokia skatinimo sistema, jmoném
savanoriskai prisidedanc¢ioms daugiau negu jos iSties turéty.

Pritariu, kad labiau galétu transliuoti patriotizmo Zzinutg i§ sveikosios pusés. Niekada negalima zmogaus
bauginti ir eiti per baime ir pastovy jbaiminima, nes tai néra veiksminga. DidZioji daugumas zmoniy, yra kaip
avis, jie eina j panika, tai néra treniruotas Zzmogus, jis su tuo kiekvieng dieng nesusiduria. Isivaizduokime
paprasta asmenj, IT sektoriaus darbuotoja, 30- 45 mety, kuris nesusiduria kiekvieng dieng su gynybinémis
dilemomis, jis apie tai negalvoja, jis dirba savo darbg. Kai tokiam Zmogui yra pasakoma, kad ateina karas,
duok pinigy, jis nenorés duoti pinigy, jis kaip tik geriau galvos, kaip jam sutaupyti pakankamai pinigy ir
vaziuoti i$§ Lietuvos. Nereikia bauginti visuomenés ir gasdinti karu, tai neprives prie gero. Reikia skatinti per
gera iniciatyva, pavyzdziui, prisidékite prie patriotizmo, biikit patriotais. Tu negali sakyti zmogui, buk
patriotas, turi jam parodyti, ka tai reiSkia. Turi parodyti, priminti jo Saknis, i§ kur jis yra kiles. Patriotizmo
ugdymas, tikrai turéty biiti Siek tiek placiau paimamas, negu dabar. Bet a$ nekalbu konkreciai nuo mazy dieny.
Nuo mazy dieny, tai yra labai ilgas Zaidimas. Tai ilgas Zaidimas gali buti labai smarkiai sutrumpinamas, kai
visuomenei yra transliuojama zinut¢ per geraja prizme, kad prisiminkit savo Saknis. Jeigu zmogui nertipi jo
Saknis, tai jam nelabai riipés jo valstybé, jeigu jam nelabai riipi jo valstybé, tai galbiit jis ¢ia nenori miisy
valstybgje ty paciy mokesciy mokeéti. AS manau, kad patriotizmo skatinimas, turéty biti efektyvesnis, negu jis
yra $ig akimirka.

Pasitikéjimas yra labai didziulis dalykas. Klausimas, pagrindinis faktorius, kiek i$ Sity Zmoniy eina balsuoti,
kiek i§ 8ity zmoniy atlieka savo pilieting funkcijg. Cia yra toks labai retorinis klausimas, bet zmogus, kuris
atlieka savo pilietine funkcija, jis bus labiau iniciatyvus prisidéti prie Salies gynybos, nes jam rupi, kas jo Salj
valdo. Jis daro §j sprendimg. Zmogus ir visuomené yra pagrindinis organas, kurie ir renka savo paties, alies
valdzia. Yra dalis zmoniy kurie nepasitiki vyriausybé, bet vis tiek paremia jos sauguma, tai galbiit pasitikéjimas
néra pagrindinis dalykas. Kilus kazkokioms situacijoms, pavyzdziui, karui Ukrainoje, zmonés suaktyvéjo,
nei§vengiamai suaktyvéjo. Atsiskleidé tie, kurie Lietuvoje nemoka arba nenori mokéti mokeséiy, kurie neina
balsuoti ir néra pakankamai patriotiski ir jiems nertipi, kas yra miisy Salies valdantieji organai. Sujude Zmonés,
jiems riipi ir jie kazka dél to daro. Yra Zmonés, kurie galbiit nepritaria valdzios sprendimam, bet vis tiek
prisidéty prie Lietuvos gynybinés sistemas. AS manau, kad tokie zmonés vis tiek eina ir balsuoja. AS manau,
kad Zmonés garsiai kalba dél to, kad jiems nepatinka tam tikri valdzios sprendimai, tai yra nattiralu. Mes
kiekvienas turim savo kazkokj politinj jsitikinimg, vieni einam labiau j kaire, kiti | deSing. Politinis poziiiris
yra labai individualus dalykas. Cia labiau einu prie civilinio pilietifkumo. Pilietiskumas gali bati pagrindas
prie paramos gynybinéje sistemoje. Nes tai yra tavo, kaip Salies piliecio, pilietiné pareiga. Gaunasi, kad
pilietiSkumas yra svarbiau uz pasitikéjima.

Jis turéty augti. Mes tobulé¢jam, mes valom savo valstybe, stengiamés, keldami savo saugumo finansavima,

mes aiSkiai iSkeliam opia problema, ta patj nepasitikéjima valdzia. Reikia apie tai kalbéti, tai greiCiau iSsispres.
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8. Summary

Research on public trust in security-related institutions and people's willingness to contribute
more to raising the GDP allocated to national defense. During gathered interviews it was examined
how transparency, professionalism of politicians, and communication influences public trust and how
other factor such as fear of external threats, patriotism and civil responsibility can have even bigger
significance then trust.

The research employs constructivism theory to perform semi-structured interviews to gather
qualitative data on participants who are related to security. In total 27 participants were interviewed
13 from Junior Officer Command Training (JOCT), (It. JKVM), 3 border guards, 5 active-duty
military personnel, 2 employees of the Republic of Lithuania's Ministry of Internal Affairs, 3
employees of the Ministry of National Defense and one influencer closely related to Lithuanian
military. Participants provided their views on geopolitical situation that involves Lithuania, views on
Lithuania’s military, what percentage from Lithuania’s GDP towards security they would agree on,

and their views on trust and other factors that impact people’s willingness to increase defense budget.

Many participants noted significant advancements in Lithuania's military preparedness over the
past four years, highlighting improvements in the defense industry, increased manpower, and
international collaborations. However, they also noted issues with bureaucracy, late purchases and
transparency, insufficient air reconnaissance and defense capabilities, and lack of equipment and
room for everyone who wants to serve. The findings of this research reveal that, while public trust in
institutions is important when analyzing people’s willingness to pay increased taxes towards security
it is not the sole factor. Fear of potential threats, patriotism and civil responsibility contribute more
than trust as there are many people who lack trust in government institutions but still support the idea
of increasing taxes for security. Many participants also mentioned that communication should focus
less on fear-based messaging and more on the importance on why a country should have a strong
military capable of defending itself as it is one of the main pillars of a state and it can instill pride in

people.
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Santrauka

Tyrimas apie visuomenés pasitikéjimg su saugumu susijusiomis institucijomis ir noro daugiau
prisidéti prie krasto gynybai skirto BVP kélimo. Interviu metu buvo analizuojama, kaip skaidrumas,
politiky profesionalumas ir komunikacija daro jtaka visuomenés pasitikéjimui, bei Kiti veiksniai, kaip

iSoriniy grésmiy baimé, patriotizmas ir pilietiSkumas, gali buti dar reikSmingesni uz pasitikéjima.

Siekiant surinkti kokybinius duomenis i§ su saugumu susijusiy dalyviy, tyrime buvo remtasi
konstruktyvumo teorija bei atlikti pusiau struktiirizuoti interviu. I$ viso buvo apklausti 27 dalyviai:
13 Jaunesniyjy karininky vady mokymy (JKVM) dalyviai, 3 pasienio pareigiinai, 5 aktyvios tarnybos
kariSkiai, 2 Vidaus reikaly ministerijos darbuotojai, 3 Krasto apsaugos ministerijos darbuotojai ir
vienas visuomenininkas glaudziai susijes su Lietuvos kariuomene. Dalyviai iSsaké savo nuomong
apie su Lietuva susijusig geopoliting situacijg, Lietuvos kariuomeng, kokig BVP dalj jie sutikty skirti
saugumui, bei jy nuomone apie pasitikéjimg ir kitus veiksnius, kurie daro jtakg zmoniy norui labiau

prisidéti prie gynybos biudzeto didinimo.

Daugelis dalyviy pabrézeé reikSmingus Lietuvos karinio pasirengimo pokycius per pastaruosius
ketverius metus, akcentuodami patobuléjimus gynybos pramonéje, padidéjusi kariy skaiciy ir
tarptautinj bendradarbiavimg. Taciau buvo atkreiptas démesys ir j biurokratijos problemas,
véluojancius pirkimus bei skaidrumo stoka, nepakankamas oro zvalgybos ir gynybos galimybes,
jrangos trikumg ir nepakankamg viety skaiCiy visiems, norintiems tarnauti. Tyrimo rezultatai
atskleidzia, kol pasitikéjimas institucijomis yra svarbus, analizuojant zmoniy norg mokéti didesnius
mokesCius uz sauguma, jis néra vienintelis veiksnys. Didesn¢ jtaka daro iSoriniy grésmiy baimé,
patriotizmas ir pilietiSkumas. Tarp dalyviy pasimaté nepasitikéjimas valdzios institucijomis, taciau
dauguma dalyviy vis tiek stipriai palaiko idéja didinti mokes¢ius saugumui. Daugelis dalyviy taip pat
pabrézeé, kad komunikacija turéty biiti maziau orientuota ; baimés skatinimg ir labiau akcentuoti,
kodél Salis turéty turéti stiprig kariuomene, Visgi tai yra vienas i$ pagrindiniy valstybés pamaty,

teikian¢iy pasididziavimg savo Salimi.
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