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Burial Rites in Medieval Lithuania: the Custom of Cremating the Dead

In many cultures the customs related to burial, the approach to death and the world
of the dead are among the most essential. Death is considered to be the passage from this
world to another realm, therefore, burial is perceived as the reflection of the relation
between the living and the dead. Researches of the burial customs allow to elaborate not
only about the souls departing to heaven, but also about the living, their ideology and
perception of afterlife. Nowadays researchers of the burial conduct extensive inter-
disciplinary researches: burial customs are invoked for reconstructing the social
structures and connections of the past societies, the conceptions of religion and afterlife.
Furthermore, it is relevant to emphasize, that research allows searching for the answers
to many other arising questions.

For a long period of time the directions of the researches and the consideration of
burial customs upheld by Lithuanian archaeologists was marked by the separation of
prehistoric and historic times. The period before the origination of the written sources
was perceived exceptionally as the object for research of the archaeologists, while the
period after their origination — that of the historians. This margin was artificially merged
with the end of the Iron Age and the establishment of the State of Lithuania. Due to such
subdivision of the historic periods, the burial customs of Pagan or in other words Pre-
Christian State of Lithuania did not receive proper amount of attention of the
archaeologists, the data of their researches were rarely included into scientific studies.

In the second half of the 20™ century, when more extensive researches of the burial
monuments from the historic period were commenced, the gaps of knowledge of the
burial in the 15™ — 17" century were filled in. Nevertheless, the issue of cremating the
dead in Lithuania in the 13™ — 14" century remained on the outskirts of wider scientific
generalizations. At the end of the 20™ century — the beginning of the 21% century new
significant data on the burial in the State of Lithuania in Pagan period was collected. The
latter enabled to interpret the burial customs of the period, drawing especial interest in
the interaction of Paganism and Christianity. The relation between cremation and burial
customs of the 13" — 14™ centuries raise particular interest, the discussion about the

custom of cremating the dead, its conception and historical significance is still ongoing.



The definition of Medieval Lithuania chronology, based on Western European
traditional subdivision of the periods, confronts problems, thus is a relative one. The
Middle Ages encompass various complicated phenomena, the most significant of which
are the spread of Christianity and establishment of the state. Establishment of the State of
Lithuania on the South-eastern shore of the Baltic Sea is an exceptional occurrence in the
conception of the Medieval Europe. In 1251 the ruler of Lithuania Mindaugas was
baptised and in 1253 he was crowned as the king. However, Christianity was soon
renounced and for almost a hundred and fifty years, until baptism in 1387, the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania existed in Christian Europe as a pagan state. Due to this reason, the
period of the Middle Ages in Lithuania is considered to have lasted from the 13" century
to the beginning of the 16" century, i.e. the period from the establishment of the state to
renaissance or the spread of reformation and printed books.

The beginning of the Middle Ages fundamentally coincides with the end of the East
Lithuanian barrow culture, which is in turn reasonably associated with the genesis of the
State of Lithuania. The burials in barrows ended at the end of the 11™ century — the
beginning of the 12" century or the turn of the 12 — 13" centuries. After the extinction
of the East Lithuanian barrow culture, the cremated deceased were buried in flat
cemeteries: in ethnic Lithuania until baptism in 1387 and in some locations until the
beginning of the 15" century. In the Eastern part of Lithuania both cremation and
inhumation rites were known and practiced at the same period of time. The places where
the cremated deceased are buried are referred to as medieval cremation cemeteries in this
thesis.

Problem of research. For a long period of time the only knowledge on the
cremation of the dead during the Pagan period of the State of Lithuania came only from
the scarce historic sources, which mainly described burial customs of the grand dukes.
Medieval cremation cemeteries are researched since the middle of the 19" century.
Nevertheless, an unexpectedly small amount of attention was dedicated to the burial
customs of the above-mentioned period. Thus, the chronology of medieval artefacts
remained unanalysed more extensively. The discussion of the end of the 20" century,
regarding the relation between cremation and inhumation during the Pagan period of the
State of Lithuania revealed the gaps in the knowledge on the burial of the above-

mentioned period, exposed the necessity to carry out comprehensive researches.



There are more than 80 medieval cremation cemeteries researched up to today.
Unfortunately, due to the drawbacks in methodology or documentation, most of the
interwar, Soviet period and part of the researches conducted during the first years of
independence, provide only small benefits for getting to know the burial of the 13" — 14™
centuries, mainly due to the small scope of the researches. One-sided attention on the
material culture, artefacts and their typology, lack of accuracy in the course of the field
researches or gaps in methodology, when researching the cremation graves, influenced
the fact that having researched tens of thousands of square meters of medieval cremation
cemeteries the knowledge on burial of the cremated remains in the 13" — 14™ century
remain uncomprehensive.

Historiography and reports on archaeological researches comprise a significant
source of knowledge on medieval cremation cemeteries in Lithuania. Unfortunately,
most of the reports on archaeological researches of cremation cemeteries of the interwar
or Soviet period are complicated to verify today. Due to uncomprehensive descriptions
of the researches and cremated bones, which were not collected or preserved, most
frequently the method of arrangement of cremation graves unclear as well as the
composition of the sets of burial artefacts. Moreover, it is unknown how many deceased
were buried in a certain grave, what was their age and sex. In comparison, the possibility
of collective cremations, identified by Mindaugas Bertasius and several other authors
allows raising a reasonable question, whether most of the locations that were named as
“destroyed” cremation graves and even fire places in the Soviet period, were actually the
burial monuments, that were identified by the researchers of the previous generations®.

The second long-time problem of Medieval archaeology is the obscure dating of
the 13™ — 14™ century artefacts. Owing to imprecise chronology the burial items of the
13" — 14™ century, cremation graves are rather frequently ascribed to the late Iron Age,
while the prevailing minor melted fragments of the artefacts are separated completely
from certain sets of burial artefacts. This practice aggravates the possibility to get
acquainted with the burial of the State of Lithuania in the Pagan period, reinforces the

misguided opinion that there is the supposed lack of medieval cremation cemeteries.

! Bertagius, M. Vidurio Lietuva VII1-XII a. Kaunas: Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto leidykla, 2002, pp. 80-96.



Hence, the researches of burial of the 13" — 14™ century conducted up to now were
mostly restricted to describing the types of the artefacts found in the medieval burial
monuments. Weaponry, clothes or domestic items — all of them provide significant
information regarding the State of Lithuania in the Pagan period. Nevertheless, seeking
to identify the characteristic traits of cremation of the dead, reveal the religious, cultural
and social context of this custom, the analysis of the material culture turns out to be
insufficient, thus, detailed analysis of many other issues becomes necessary.

Relevance and novelty of research. While interpreting the custom of cremating
the dead, looking for the answers to other questions, the most up-to-date archaeological
researches of medieval cremation cemeteries performed by both the author of this thesis
and other researchers turn out to be of utmost relevance. Comprehensive researches of
Bajorai Cemetery (Elektrénai municipality), Semenigkiai Cemetery (Sirvintos District),
Meskuciai Cemetery (KaiSiadorys District) and several other medieval cremation
cemeteries conducted in the course of the last decade gave a significant impetus for
extensive investigation of cremation in Medieval Lithuania. Purposeful searches for
unknown burial monuments of the 13" — 14™ centuries were commenced, the application
of new research methods was initiated, the anthropologists and other specialists widened
the opportunities of interpreting the custom of cremating the dead. All the above-
mentioned circumstances not only encourage to return to the analysis of the previous
hypotheses, but also allow raising new ones.

The burial customs of the 13" — 14™ century is one of the issues of Lithuanian
Medieval archaeology that raise the most heated debates, the supposed lack of cremation
graves in ethnic Lithuania being the basic reason for the debates. The current situation
was significantly influenced by not only the extensive archaeological researches in
Lithuania, but also by successive findings in Grodno District, Belarus. Since 2012, 7
medieval cremation cemeteries were investigated within the territory of this country. The
results of these researches shed new light upon the spread of the custom of cremating the
dead, the significance and role of this phenomenon in Lithuania in the 13" — 14" century.

Exhaustive data on the cremation cemeteries of the 13" — 14" century in Lithuania,
Belarus, Augszeme in Latvia, Podlaskie Province (Wojewddztwo podlaskie) in Poland
are collected and summarised in this thesis for the first time. The analysis of the burial

artefacts was performed, closed sets of cremated graves were constructed, based on the



archaeology sets preserved at the museums. The data invoked by the author of the thesis
for analysis of the topography and geographical environment of cremation cemeteries
includes reports on approximately 50 cremation cemeteries surveyed by the author of the
thesis in Lithuania and Belarus in 2013-2016. The novelty of the research is ensured by
the fact that the custom of cremating the dead in the thesis is reviewed without limiting it
to the material culture. The religion of the communities buried in the Lithuanian
medieval cremation cemeteries, their social and cultural identity, the pattern common to
separate Lithuanian regions or on the contrary — the obvious differences — are no less
important and allow to get to know the society of the above-mentioned period.

The subject of research — the custom of cremating the dead in Medieval
Lithuania. The characteristics, conception and context of such burial is revealed in this
thesis by analysing the cremation cemeteries of the 13" — 14™ century and their
environment, symbols of material culture, religion of ancient Lithuanians, identity of the
communities which left burial monuments after them.

Objective of research is to provide an integrated analysis of medieval cremation
cemeteries in Lithuania, to define the characteristics of the custom of cremating the dead
of the 13" — 14" century. In order to achieve this objective, the following goals are set in
the research:

1. Reviewing the procedure of cremation, comparing the results of scientific
researches with the data of researches of medieval cremation cemeteries.

2. Preparing a map on the spread of cremation cemeteries, to distinguish the
regional patterns of burial monuments.

3. Analysing the topography and surroundings of the cremation cemeteries.

4. Defining and analysing the types of cremation cemeteries and graves.

5. Concentrating the data on burial artefacts of medieval cremation cemeteries,
their sets and to identify the composition of the findings from the 13" — 14™ century.

6. Defining the concept of cremation of the dead, analysing the religious context of
the State of Lithuania in Pagan period, revealing cultural and social identity of the
cremated dead.

Methods and techniques of research. The thesis follows an integrated approach
towards the custom of cremating the dead in the 13" — 14™ century in Lithuania. The

foundation of the research is archaeological data, which is of significance for



determining the types of burial monuments, analysing the characteristics of burial and
material culture, revising the chronology and spread of the custom of cremating the
remains, researching the environment surrounding cremation cemeteries. Invoking
history, Baltic religion and mythology sources, based on analogies in neighbouring and
further countries, attempts are made to reveal religious, cultural and social context of the
custom to cremate the dead. Whereas the results of the experimental trials are used for
describing the methods of cremating the dead. Data of the anthropological researches of
human and animal bones are of no less importance, in order to recreate the possible
burial ceremonies of the 13™ — 14™ century.

The thesis is based on analytical research method. When analysing and critically
assessing the statements provided in historiography and reports on researches, field
research data, the data substantiating or disclaiming them are sought, a new assessment
of some of the issues regarding the State of Lithuania in the Pagan period is rendered. A
significant part of the research is composed of empirical data, which is examined
applying the empirical descriptive and typological methods. The first one is widely
applicable in describing, while the second — in subdividing the burial monuments,
cremation graves and burial artefacts into types. A comparative method is relied upon
when searching for the equivalents for the custom of cremating the dead, burial sites and
burial artefacts in Lithuania. The analysis of burial artefacts from medieval cremation
cemeteries was performed by applying the statistical analysis method, cluster and
correspondence analysis.

Chronology of research. The period of the 13" — 14™ century is based on the
spread of medieval cremation cemeteries and the prevalence of the custom of cremating
the dead in ethnic Lithuania. The lower chronology margin corresponds with the origin
of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the upper — with baptism in 1387 and the decline of the
custom of cremating the dead associated with it?. The thesis also analyses separate
cremation cemeteries of the first half of the 15" century, nevertheless, at that time the
custom of cremating the dead had already lost its significance. Cremation possibly

marked the strong bonds of some communities with the ceremonies of the old religion.

2 Due to ethnic, confession-related and various other factors inhumation spread in Eastern Lithuania before the
introduction of Christianity.
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Geography of research. The territory were medieval cremation cemeteries were
spread in Lithuania. It encompasses the ethnic Lithuanian lands as well: South-eastern
Latvia, North-western Belarus and North-eastern Poland.

Historical sources. The custom of cremating the dead in Medieval Lithuania is
revealed by scarce sources of Baltic religion and mythology. The written data is
important, nevertheless, it was retained by representatives of other nationalities and
Christians, who were biased in respect of Paganism; thus, it must be analysed critically.
Up to now the data on the cremation of the dead from the written sources served mainly
for illustrating the superficial descriptions of the burial or explaining the archaeological
data. The data gained more attention at the end of the 20" century, when the debates
concerning the burial in the State of Lithuania in Pagan period were raised.

The earliest source testifying the custom of cremating the dead in the Baltic
countries is the story written down by Woulfstan in circa 890-893 (Wulfstan’s
Reisebericht iiber Preussen). The story narrates about a period of time earlier than the
one analysed in the thesis, nonetheless, the source is a significant testimony on the Baltic
burial customs. The number of written data on the cremation of the dead increased in the
13" century, when the military raids of the German Order commenced. At that time the
authors of chronicles, annuals and various compilations mainly wrote about Prussian
tribes. The sources of the 13™ century briefly mentioned the burial customs of other
Baltic tribes as well. The chronicles describing the encounters of the German Order with
the Baltic tribes usually depict the burial of the fallen warriors.

One of the oldest and most important sources on Baltic religion and mythology is
the myth of Sovius, included into Slavonic version of the chronicle written in 1261 by
Joannes Malalas (Oyxas3 sice nocanckou npeanvcmu cuye, usce Cosusi bo2com napuyarom).
Sovius is considered to be the guide accompanying souls to afterlife. The myth also
mentions reform of the burial rites. The chronicle of Hypatius of 1248-1263
(Anamvescras nemonucs) IS the second source testifying the cremation of the dead in
the 13" century in Lithuanian lands. It reveals that the ruler of Lithuania Mindaugas and
his closest relations followed the custom of cremating the dead. Based on the myth of
Sovius and the chronicle of Hypatius it is possible to assume that in the 13" century the

cremation of the dead was a state-upheld practice.
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Among the sources on Baltic religion and mythology of the 14™ century special
attention should be given to “Chronicle of the Prussian Land” written in 1263 by a monk
of the German Order, possibly even by Grand Chaplain Peter of Dusburg (Chronicon
terrae Prussiae). It describes Prussian tribes in the 13" century, their Paganism, customs
and traditions, verifies the data provided in other sources that the people of this tribe did
cremate their dead. This information is significant and, what is important to emphasize,
credible, since it is based on the stories by the witnesses about the custom of cremating
the dead and the burial traditions of representatives of different social classes. Peter of
Dusburg described the custom of cremating the dead and the perception of afterlife of
the Baltic tribes in a very detailed way.

Researchers of Lithuanian history were very interested in the description of the fall
of defenders of Marger and Pillenen (Pilénai) settlements on 24 February 1336 described
in the “New Prussian Chronicle” (Cronica nova Prutenica) written in 1394 by German
Order Herald in Prussia Wigand of Marburg. This source is important as another
testimony of the perception of death and afterlife of the Baltic society in the 14™ century.
The written sources of the 14™ century provide the first descriptions of the cremation
ceremonies of historical figures: Lithuanian grand dukes Gediminas (?), Kestutis and
Algirdas. These are the only sources, describing the custom of cremating the dead in
Lithuania. Scientific literature often quotes the chronicles on the travel across the Grand
Duchy of Lithuania and Curonian region “The Travels and Embassies” (Voyages et
ambassades) written in 1413-1414 by French nobleman and knight Ghillebert de
Lannoy.

After Lithuania (AukStaitija) was baptised in 1387 and Samogitia in 1413, people
abandoned the custom of cremating the dead, the focus on the issue of the authors of the
chronicles and annuals decreased. The mythological sources of the Baltic religion and
mythology provide small amounts of data on the issue. The basic source is considered to
be “Polish History” (Historia Polonica) written by Jan Dtugosz at the second half of the
15" century. When researching the custom of cremating the dead the legend of
Sventaragis written down at the first half of the 16" century in the legendary chronicle of
Lithuania, known as Bychowiec Chronicle (Xponuxa Bvixosya) should be singled out.

In the 16™ century, when the renaissance ideas spread and books were printed, the

number of sources of the Baltic mythology increased. These were mostly secondary or
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tertiary sources, based on the knowledge of previous authors (especially Peter of
Dusburg and Jan Dtugosz), repeating the data on the burial customs of Prussians,
Lithuanians and Samogitians, cremation of the dukes and other noblemen, belief in the
continuation of the life on earth in the afterlife. The influence of the renaissance period is
strong in the sources of the 16™ century, when it was started to search for the origins of
the custom of cremating the dead in the lives of the supposed ancestors of Lithuanians —
the Romans.

Therefore, the sources on Baltic religion and mythology provide valuable data
about the custom of cremating the dead in the State of Lithuania in Pagan period. The
most significant written data was recorded in the 13" — 14™ centuries and mostly the data
was related to the military activity of German Order on the Eastern shore of the Baltic
Sea. The latter descriptions of burial customs allow a more comprehensive insight into
the cremation of the dead, perception of death and afterlife, confirm the fact that the
burial method was influenced by the social status of the deceased. The sources on the
Baltic religion and mythology mention different Baltic tribes, which cremated the dead,
nevertheless, just like many written documents, they mostly describe the burial of a very
limited part of the Lithuanian society in the 13" — 14™ century, namely representatives of
the highest social class and warriors, leaving the other part of the society aside.

Archaeological sources. Medieval cremation cemeteries are researched since the
middle of the 19" century, yet the data on the first researches in Lithuania are generally
very scarce and inaccurate. At the turn of the 19™ — 20" centuries a little more
excavations of the burial monuments were conducted. Most of the researches of burial
monuments of that period were still of accidental nature or they were prepared by people
who were not skilled for them. The situation changed after 1936, when the Museum of
Vytautas the Great was established. Archaeological researches were mostly carried out
on various sites in Central Lithuania. A lot of data was collected about the medieval
cremation graves, however, the researchers focused on the burial customs of the pre-state
period.

Since the 7™ decade of the 20™ century well-organised archaeological expeditions
were carried out in Central Lithuania, which often researched the burial monuments in
the course of several years. During this period of time medieval cremation cemeteries or

individual findings were found at various locations, but the burial customs of the 13" —

13



14™ century did not attract more attention of the researchers. In 1968-1987 medieval
cremation cemeteries were researched by Vytautas Urbanavicius. The most famous and
the best researched by V. Urbanavi¢ius was the burial monument known as Obeliai

Cemetery (Ukmergé District), where a total area of 6174 m?

was investigated.
Inhumation graves of the 5" — 6™ 15" and 17" centuries, cremated human and not
cremated horse graves of the 13" — 14™ century were found. The most famous among
them turning out to be the findings made in 1983 in Obeliai Lake — approximately 2400
medieval cremation grave findings.

In the 8™ — 9" decade of the 20™ century the number of expeditions to medieval
cremation cemeteries increased. At that time researches were carried out by a few
institutions simultaneously, a lot of new archaeologists joined the researchers. The
number of expeditions to medieval cremation cemeteries at the late Soviet period
increased due to several reasons. The most important of them being the economic
activity carried out next to burial monuments or even on their sites, thus archaeological
researches offered the only possible way to collected scientific data. Even though the
expeditions collected lots of valuable data about the cremation of the dead in Medieval
Lithuania, most of the researchers limited themselves to the collection of empirical data.

In 1990, when Lithuania regained independence, the number of expeditions to
medieval cremation cemeteries decreased. A lot of attention was attracted by the findings
in Marvelé Cemetery (Kaunas City), in one of the most extensively researched burial
monuments of the Baltic tribes. Within the context of the custom of cremating the dead
in Medieval Lithuania two seasonally flooded holes with cremated bones found in
Marvelé are of utmost significance as well as almost 1500 artefacts and their fragments
dated back to the end of the 12" century — 14" century.

The objectives and scopes of the researches carried out at the beginning of the 21*
century differentiated. Researches of Bajorai Cemetery carried out since 2006 should be
singled out. An area of 310.7 m? of collective cremations of the 14" — the beginning of
the 15" century was researched there within a decade, including 38.75 m? in a swamp.
The research data of Bajorai Cemetery are significant just like those of Semeniskiai
Cemetery discovered in 2009 for revealing the characteristic features of the Medieval
custom of cremating the dead in Lithuania. During the last few years the interest of the

researchers in the cremation cemeteries in Lithuania of the 13" — 14" century increased
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noticeably. Furthermore, in 20122015 extensive researches were carried out in North-
western Belarus.

Historiography. The first description of medieval cremation graves is considered
to be the letter published by Teodor Narbutt in 1840°. The letter was written by
landowner of Kurénai estate Karol Kossakowski about the bones of humans and horses
found in Obeliai Lake, archaeological findings that were burned and damaged by the
water. In 1925 Aleksandr Spitsyn wrote in a bit more exhaustive way about the burial of
the 13" — 14" century. He described the types of burial monuments of different periods,
listed the burial artefacts that were most frequently found. According to the researcher,
the cremation graves were characteristic to the Lithuanian burial sites of the 13" century
and Lithuanian barrows of the 13" — 14™ century, while not cremated dead were buried
in the “stone graves” in Vilnius district in the 14" — 15" century and in Lithuanian burial
sites of the 14™ — 16™ century®.

Marija Alseikaité-Gimbutiené (Marija Gimbutas) discussed the general tendencies
of the Lithuanian burial in the 9™ — 13" century, her works express an opinion that the
cremation of the dead in the 12" — 13" century was the only burial method®. It is claimed
that the cremated dead were buried in the Central Lithuania in the 13" century, whereas
not cremated — in Slavonic barrows of ethnographic Lithuania and stone mounted
barrows in South-eastern Lithuania®. As for the archaeology — the perceptions of the
science researching the pre-historic times in the middle of the 20™ century and the
description of the burial customs of the State of Lithuania in Pagan times were not
included into the first generalising publications of archaeology’.

The first comprehensive works on the burial of the 13" — 14™ century were
published in the 7" decade of the 20™ century. V. Urbanavicius defined the burial of the

State of Lithuania in Pagan period, raised the question concerning the clash of Paganism

® Teodora Narbutta pomniejsze pisma historyczne. Szczegolnie do historyi Litwy odnoszqce sie. Wilno: Naklad i
druk Teofila Gliicksberga, 1856, pp. 222-223.

4 Crunbiab, A. JlutoBckist apesuoctu. Tauta ir Zodis, 1925, vol. 111, pp. 150-152, 158-161.

® Alseikaité-Gimbutiené, M. Pomirtinio gyvenimo jsivaizdavimas Lietuvoje proistoriniais laikais. Gimtasai krastas,
1942, vol. V (30), p. 6.

® Alseikaité-Gimbutiené, M. Kapy tipai Lietuvoje proistoriniais laikais. Gimtasai krastas, 1943, vol. 31, pp. 16, 22,
25; Alseikaité-Gimbutiené, M. Die Bestattung in Litauen in der vorgeschichtlichen Zeit. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr
(Paul Siebeck), 1946, pp. 7476, 102-103.

" Cf. Puzinas, J. Naujausiy proistoriniy tyrinéjimy duomenys (1918—1938 m. Lietuvos proistoriniy tyrinéjimy
apzvalga). Senove. Istorijos skyriaus darbai, 1938, vol. IV, pp. 173-303.; Kulikauskas, P., Kulikauskien¢, R.,
Tautavicius, A. Lietuvos archeologijos bruozai. Vilnius: Valstybiné politinés ir mokslinés literatiiros leidykla, 1961
etal.
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and Christianity, presented a hypothesis on burial in the water based on the findings in
the Obeliai Lake®. Referring to the archaeological investigation data, the researcher
emphasized the problem of dating the findings from the medieval cremation cemeteries
and created a presumption, according to which cremated dead were buried in Lithuania
until the beginning of the 15" century. According to the author, in the 13" — 14"
centuries the grand dukes and their family members were not the only ones who were
cremated, ordinary representatives of the community were cremated too®. The statements
regarding the cremation of the dead until Lithuanian baptism in 1387 or even longer
were elaborated by several other researchers as well, adding that in the 14" century the
burial in flat cemeteries were commenced and baptism was the main factor for spreading
the inhumation®®.

At the turn of the 20™ — 21% centuries the burial customs of the State of Lithuania in
pagan period fell under scientific debates. In 1993, when an inhumation cemetery of the
inhabitants of Kernavé town was found in Kriveikiskis (Sirvintos District), the opinion
prevailing in the historiography that inhumation is a direct outcome of the Christianity
was questioned. Based on the data of the research of the above mentioned cemetery it
was claimed that the baptism of Lithuania is not the only cause of the alteration in burial
customs. Due to the political situation at that time and the influence of the neighbouring
countries the not cremated dead were started to be buried in eastern Lithuania at the
second half of the 13" century, i.e. before the official baptism of Lithuania™.

The ethnic interpretation of the dead buried in Kernavé (Kriveikiskis) burial site
received criticism. Gintautas Zabiela stated that there was only one burial custom in

Lithuania in the 13" — 14™ century — the cremated dead were buried in flat cemeteries,

® Urbanavi¢ius, V., Urbanavigiené, S. Archeologiniai tyrimai. Lietuvos archeologija, 1988, vol. 6, pp. 45-46;
Vp6anasuutoc, B. [lorpebenns B o3epe O6ensit. In: Ueanos, B. B., Hesckas, JI. T'., ed. Hccaedosanus 6 obracmu
banmo-crassanckol 0yxosHou kynomypel. Iloepedbanvuviil 06pso. Mocksa: Hayka, 1990, pp. 196-201; Urbanavicius,
V. Vidurio Lietuvos gyventojy laidojimo paprociy kaita IV-XIV a. In: Astrauskas, A., ed. Vidurio Lietuvos
archeologija. Konferencijos medziaga, 1994 m. Vilnius: Zalioji Lietuva, 1994, pp. 47-55.

9 Urbanavi¢ius, V. Laidosena Lietuvoje XIV-XVII amziais. Lietuvos TSR Moksly akademijos darbai. A serija,
1966, vol. 3 (22), pp. 107-108; Ypbanasuutoc, B. ®. K Bonpocy o norpedenunsx ¢ tpynocoxokenuem XIV B. B
JlutBe. Lietuvos TSR Moksly akademijos darbai. A serija, 1966, vol. 2 (21), pp. 183-190.

10 Cf. Volkaité-Kulikauskiene, R. Archeologijos duomenys. In: Volkaité-Kulikauskiené, R., ed. Lietuviy
etnogenezeé. Vilnius: Mokslas, 1987, p. 210.

1 L uchtanas, A., Vélius, G. Laidosena Lietuvoje XII-XIV a. In: Astrauskas, A., BertaSius, M., ed. Vidurio
Lietuvos archeologija. Etnokultiiriniai rySiai. Vilnius: Zalioji Lietuva, 1996, pp. 80-88; Luchtanas, A., Vélius, G.
Valstybés gimimas ir mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys. Mirusiyjy deginimo tradicijos ryty Lietuvoje problematika dr.
G. Zabielos straipsnyje ,,Laidosena pagoniSkoje Lietuvoje*. Archaeologia Lituana, 2002, vol. 3, pp. 157-161;
Veélius, G. Kernaves miesto bendruomené XIII-XIV amziuje. Vilniaus universiteto leidykla, 2005, pp. 16-17, 23—
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while the lack of data on the cremation graves was determined by the gaps in
methodology on archaeological researches of the cremation graves and inaccurate
chronology of the burial artefacts'?. The prevalence of the unified custom of cremating
the dead was associated with the religious reform of Sventaragis in the 13" century and
other phenomena of the period of establishment of the state™.

An original attitude towards the perception of the afterlife in the Middle Ages was
expressed by Eugenijus Svetikas. He not only criticized the searches for the remaining
manifestations of Paganism in the burial monuments of the Christian period, but also
provided a new interpretation of the burial artefacts based on Christian symbols and
images. For instance, E. Svetikas stated that in general the round cast brooches from
cremation and inhumation graves of the Middle Ages meant “Evangelical baptism using
the fire”'*. The same author considered the plates of the bear claws to be the symbol of
the last judgement day and the Christian belief in resurrection™, while the custom of
inserting the coins into the grave was explained by him as the payment to Saint Peter,
who opens the gates to the kingdom of heaven®®.

Two of the most significant trends in the researches of E. Svetikas are the typology
and dating of the artefacts of the medieval artefacts. He dedicated a lot of efforts to
finding the sources of Christianisation in the burial monuments of the end of the 14"
century — 18" century. The above-mentioned author also analysed the chronology of the
typical medieval burial artefacts of the cremation graves: pendants, brooches, bracelets,
rings, plates of the bear claws — amulets, plates of the purses and some other findings. In
his newest work this author ascribed the penannular brooches with zoomorphic terminals

of the 11" — 16™ century to the period of the 13" — 14" century and interpreted them as
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vol. 21, pp. 311-334; Vaitkevi¢ius, V. The Main Features of the State Religion in Thirteenth-Century Lithuania.
Banmo-cnasancxue uccneoosanus, 2004, vol. XVI, pp. 331-356; Petrauskas, G. Prie Lietuvos valstybés susidarymo
klausimo sugrjztant: laidojimo paproc¢iy aspektas. Res Humanitariae, 2015, vol. XVII, pp. 114-136.

4 Svetikas, E. Burial and Sacrifice in Lithuania during the Late Fourteenth-Fifteenth Century: Religious
Confrontation or a Unique Conversion Phenomenon — Baptism by Fire? Lithuanian Historical Studies, 2007, vol.
11, pp. 130-131.

5 Svetikas, E. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés christianizacija XIV a. pab. — XV a. Archeologiniai radiniai su
krikscioniSkais simboliais, vol. 1. Vilnius: ,,Diemedzio* leidykla, 2009, pp. 396—398; Svetikas, E. XIV a. pabaigos—
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archeologija, 2009, vol. 34, pp. 194-196.

18 Svetikas, E. Mirusiyjy pinigai Lietuvoje XIV a. pabaigoje — XVIII a. pradzioje: kriki¢ioniskas laidojimo paprotys
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manufactured following Christian beastiarium and <...> dedicated to Christianisation of
the inhabitants of the colonised lands'’.

Paganism, perception of the afterlife and burial customs of the 13" — 14™ century
are also mentioned in the works of the historians. In most of such works the religion of
the State of Lithuania during the Pagan period is simplified down to the definition of
“the old faith” or “old Pagan faiths”. It is claimed that even though the “Pagan faith”
never reached the level of a religion and the class of the warlocks was not constructed,
the custom of cremating the dead which was spread in all the lands of the Lithuanian
tribes in the 11™ — 12" centuries was one of the features that differentiated the
Lithuanians from the tribes that inhabited the neighbouring lands™.

“The political branches of the Paganism cult” is analysed in a very detailed way by
Stephen C. Rowell*, According to him, before the establishment of the state, the Baltic
tribes had no common burial method, whereas the variety of those methods evidences
decentralized nature of Lithuanian Paganism. The situation was bound to alter at the
establishment of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, in the course of political and religious
centralisation. The ceremony of cremation of Lithuanian grand dukes in Vilnius, which
was the new political and religious centre of the state, described in the written sources,
proves that attempts could be made to attain unification of religious customs. The
custom of cremation of the dead mentioned in the myth of Sovius is associated by S. C.
Rowell with the cremation ceremony of the grand dukes, nonetheless, according to the
author, the links of different burial methods described in it with the burial of
representatives of separate social groups, remain ambiguous.

Darius Baronas allocated a significant focus on the period when Paganism was
replaced by Christianity, circumstances of baptism of Lithuania and the context

thereof?’. This author critically assessed the researches of the pantheon of gods of the

7 Svetikas, E. Krikscioniskasis bestiariumas XIII-XV a. Lietuvos kultiiroje. Omega segés zoomorfiniais galais, vol.
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Vydiino fondas Cikagoje, Lietuvos radytojy sajungos leidykla, 1999, pp. 179-181; Baronas, D., Dubonis, A.,
Petrauskas, R. Lietuvos istorija, vol. 1. XIll a. — 1385 m. Valstybés iskilimas tarp Ryty ir Vakary. Vilnius: Baltos
lankos, 2011, pp. 515-522.
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Baltos lankos, 2001, pp. 127-159.
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18



State of Lithuania in Pagan period conducted by the researchers of mythology and
following the data of the written sources he claims that the links between the Lithuanian
paganism and early history of Lithuania remain a rather problematic phenomenon of the
past®’. The stern criticism towards the researches of the myth of Sovius are very explicit
in the works of D. Baronas?’. The author contradicts the conclusions concerning the
Baltic origin of the myth of Sovius provided by the most famous researchers of
mythology: Vladimir Toporov, Algirdas Julius Greimas, Norbertas Vélius and Gintaras
Beresnevicius. Based on the insights of Sergei Temchin and Tatjana Vilkul, D. Baronas
states that this myth has almost nothing in common with the Baltic tribes, while the main
elements in its structure are possibly taken over from the passages of the Bible,
describing the origin of the Paganism and the opinions of the early Byzantium written
upon the topic. At the end the myth of Sovius is associated with the Sabians — the
residents of Harran, a city in the Northern Mesopotamia, whereas the very origin of the
myth is believed to be Semitic®.

The statements of S. Temchin, T. Vilkul and D. Baronas who followed these
researchers concerning the Arabic origin of the myth soon received criticism and were
even disclaimed®*. The analogues of the myth of Sovius, which plays a significant role in
the researches of the medieval custom of cremating the dead in Lithuania, can be traced
in Lithuanian and eastern Slavonic folklore, therefore, the folk origination of the myth is
the most credible one.

Consequently, the researchers turned their attention to the burial customs of the 13"
— 14" centuries only in the 7" decade of the 20™ century. Sporadic statements grounded
on scarce archaeological data were replaced by targeted researches of burial customs.
After the independence was regained most of the works analysing the custom of
cremating the dead and based on researches of medieval cremation cemeteries were

published. The burial customs of the 13" — 14™ century caused a scientific debate, while
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the burial in the period of Paganism became one of the most relevant issues in
Lithuanian science.

The main statements defended in the thesis are the following:

1. The tribal burial features characteristic to the State of Lithuania in the 13"
century were replaced by the prevailing custom of cremating the dead in the 14™ century.

2. Alongside burying in individual cremation graves, collective cremation graves in
flat cemeteries and in the water played a significant role in the 13" — 14™ century. The
burial of the cremated remains of the dead in the water is an exceptional feature of
medieval burial in Lithuania.

3. Cremation of the dead, burying the cremated remains in grave pits, scattering the
cremated bones on the surface of the burial sites or in the water — these are all the
reflections of the ancient Lithuanian perception of death and afterlife.

4. The material culture of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania became unified in the 14"
century, only certain exceptions remained. The characteristic feature thereof was the
horizon of the burial artefacts of cremated graves. It included the typical work tools,
weapons, jewellery, clothing and domestic items, horseman and horse equipment of the
period.

5. The custom of cremating the dead and the cremated burial sites reminding of the
custom, which spread in Medieval Lithuania are both the results of the religious reform
of the 13" century.

Burial of cremated dead is the characteristic trait of the Lithuanian culture of the
13" — 14™ century, which had only rare exceptions and pervaded the whole territory of
ethnic Lithuania, deceased, who were representatives of different social classes, sex and
age.

Structure of thesis. The thesis is composed of introduction, four chapters for
expanding, conclusions, lists of bibliography and resources, annexes and illustrations.

The first chapter provides a review of the historical and archaeological sources on
the custom of cremation of the dead in Lithuania in the Middle Ages, elaborates on the
historiography. Invoking on the data of the scientific experiments the second chapter
introduces the methods of cremating the dead. It is focused on geography and
topography of the medieval cremation cemeteries, typology of burial sites and cremation

graves. The third chapter introduces the analysis of the findings from the cremation
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graves: anthropological and zoo-archaeological material, artefacts. Applying the
statistical analysis methods an analysis of the sets of burial artefacts from the closed
medieval cremation graves is performed. The final fourth chapter summarises the data,
aiming to identify the composition and the nature of the horizon of the medieval
cremation graves in Lithuania. Chronological issues are also analysed, the spread of the
cremation cemeteries is researched as well as the religious context, cultural and social
identity of the deceased buried in these burial monuments. The annexes to the thesis are
composed of a catalogue of medieval cremation cemeteries and tables, providing
summaries of the results of anthropological researches, data on closed sets of cremation
graves and correlation among the burial artefacts.

Results and conclusions.

1. Having compared the data on researching the medieval cremation cemeteries
with the results of contemporary scientific cremation it was established that the
difference between the amount of the bones remaining after the cremation and the
amount of bones found in cremation graves is obvious. The supposed lack of cremated
bones within the burial site is determined not only the characteristics of the soil which
have influence upon their preservation, accuracy of the participants of the ceremonies,
who collect the bones of their relatives from the fire places, crumbling them on purpose,
but also the possibility of burying a symbolic amount of the bones. This circumstance,
the scattering of the cremated bones downwind or into the water mentioned in the legend
about Migonys Hillfort and the Lithuanian folk tales, analogies of such custom in foreign
countries allow to believe that burial methods which are complicated to be traced from
archaeological point of view could have been spread in Lithuania both in the Middle
Ages and in previous periods beside the ordinary burials.

2. The custom of cremating the dead is reminded by over 80 cremation cemeteries
of the 13" — 14™ century and 50 sites were the findings from these graves were
discovered; the latest instances of cremation of the dead reach the beginning of the 15"
century. Geographical locations of these sites encompass the territories of current
Lithuania, South-eastern Latvia, North-western Belarus and North-eastern Poland. The
features of tribal burial of the 13" century were still witnessed in Western and Northern
Lithuania, a little less of them — in Samogitia, Central and Southern Lithuania. The

cremated dead were often buried in old burial sites, mounted at the begging of the
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second millennium or even earlier. This shows the continuity of burial and the solid
bonds of the communities in the State of Lithuania in the Pagan period with certain
burial sites. In the 13" — 14™ century the cremated dead were started to be buried on new
sites. The reasons for abandoning the old burial sites and mounting new ones lie in the
alterations which took place in the core of the state of that period. Separate Eastern
Lithuanian communities, which were mostly of mixed ethnic origin and not homogenous
according to their confessions, but resided at the centre of the state or fell under the
influence of Eastern Slavs buried not cremated dead as early as in the period before the
baptism in 1387.

In the course of creation of the State of Lithuania the differences in burial of the
Baltic tribes disappeared, the custom of cremating the dead uniting separate cultural
fields and ethnic Lithuanians. The newest researches of the cremation cemeteries in
Eastern Lithuania and North-western Belarus testify the significance of the custom of
cremating the dead in ethnic Lithuania, indicates the directions for new researches and
their necessity.

3. The separation of the realm of the living and the dead is evident in the
topography of cremation cemeteries of the 13" — 14" century, it is based on the images
of the afterlife of ancient Lithuanians. The medieval cremation cemeteries are the sites
with plain surface, the external features remind the burial sites of many other periods.
Within the whole territory were the burial sites were spread the dead were buried in the
dominating hills, small, fractionally rising mounds, flat mountains and capes. The feature
characteristic to Central Lithuania, Nemunas, Neris and Nevézis riversides is that the
burial sites were mounted on low riversides, valleys of the rivers. Besides, burials were
performed even in water reservoirs, locations flooded by the rivers and lakes. The typical
environment of medieval cremation cemeteries are the forests, rivers, lakes and swamps.

4. The cremation cemeteries on the plains comprise the main type of burial
monuments in Medieval Lithuania. The area of the burial sites depended upon the size of
the community and the duration, how long the burial monument is used. Most frequently
the dead were cremated remotely away from the burial sites, ceremonial holes were
distinct to burial sites. At the turn of the first and the second millennium the horse
sacrificing custom was characteristic to Central Lithuania. The bones of horses in

medieval cremation cemeteries were usually buried separately from the cremated human
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bones. Within the territory of former East Lithuanian barrow culture individual
cremation graves of the 13" century are found dug into the barrows or between the
barrows. Exhaustive researches of the environment of the barrows in the future will
provide abundant valuable data on the East Lithuanian barrow culture, burials in the pre-
state and state establishment periods.

Individual cremation graves of the 13" — 14" century are large and deep grave pits
or small pits dug at the surface of the land concealing the bones cleanly collected from
the fire pits, firebrands, burned or melted fragments of the burial artefacts. The grave pits
of the first type were on average the size from 0.5 x 0.5 m to 2 x 3 m, the depth of 0.3—
1.5 m, reminding of the cremation graves of the late Iron Age, characteristic only for the
13" century, while the grave pits of the second type were the size of 0.15 x 0.3 — 0.6 X
0.6 m, the depth of 0.1-0.3 m — they are the most characteristic feature of medieval
cremation cemeteries. From several to a few hundred grams of cremated bones are found
in these grave pits, fragments from one to five different ceramic pots (there is no credible
data concerning the urns). The pits of individual cremation graves are scattered without
any order, no order of arrangement was noticed in the burial artefacts within the graves
either.

Collective cremation cemeteries or the layer of cremated bones, remaining of the
fire pits, burned fragments of burial artefacts and pottery is the feature characteristic to
cremation cemeteries of the 13" — 14™ century in the Central and Eastern Lithuania (as
well as North-western Belarus). The collective cremation grave pits of the 13" century,
associated with the Curonian equestrian warriors, should be mentioned separately. An
inseparable characteristic feature of collective cremation cemeteries associated with the
images of the afterlife is composed of the burial artefacts, which are folded, broken,
chopped into several parts or damaged in any other way, broken ceramic pots and
crumbled cremated bones, as well as weapons placed in vertical position within the layer
of cremation graves.

The newest researches of the medieval cremation graves testify that there was a
custom of collective burial in the water. The investigations performed at Obeliai Lake as
well as Marvelé, Bajorai and Semeniskiai cemeteries confirm that in the Middle Ages in
Lithuania the remains of the cremated deceased were spread in the water not only in the

14™ century, but also for some time after the baptism in 1387. Such burial traditions
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remind of the case of Vilkmuizas Lake in Latvia. Furthermore, it is a burial method
which has many analogues in South and South-eastern Asia.

5. Having analysed 96 closed sets of burial artefacts from the 13" — 14™ century
cremation graves applying the statistical analysis method for the very first time, the
horizon of the findings from the medieval cremation graves became evident. Cluster and
correspondence analysis distinguished between two separate groups of the burial
artefacts from medieval cremation graves. The first group encompasses exclusively the
artefacts typical for the 13" century: scythes, pendants — amulets in the shape of a comb,
elaborate chest decorations, cylindrical locks and keys, parts of weighing scales,
drinking horn coatings, miniature spurs and etc. They confirm the similarities between
the burial artefacts of this period and the late Iron Age. The second group of findings
from the 13" — 14" century shows that artefacts of new types spread in ethnic Lithuania
during this period, the features of the material culture unified, a homogenous horizon of
the medieval cremation graves was established. The following items are ascribed to it:
encased knifes with ornamented backs, strikers, awls with twisted mid-section, axes with
brimming and vertically cut blades, spear tips with elongated triangular feathers, bow
arrowheads, parts of armour, penannular brooches, circular and cast brooches, bracelets
with braided and twisted hoops, rings with thickened, winded and braided frontal part,
razors, symbolic keys, plates of the purse, fragments of pottery decorated with waves
and parallel groves, spurs with heavily curved hoops and with a spike or a star, bridle
metalwork as well as many other artefacts.

6. The concept of cremation of the remains in Lithuania in the Middle Ages is
defined by the old images and perceptions of death and afterlife becoming more
prominent in the Baltic religion and mythology. The fire releases and cleanses the soul,
accelerates resurrection of the soul and finally guides the way to the kingdom of the
dead. Its identification with the “high hill”, as the place of the afterlife, is substantiated
by the topographic characteristics of medieval cremation cemeteries. The researches of
Baltic religion and mythology reveal the extraordinary interaction between two of
nature’s elements: fire and water. Therefore, the mythical meaning of the water as the
abode of the souls and the mediator between the living and the dead is considered to be

the main reason for burying the cremated dead in the water.
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Consolidating of the custom of cremating the dead in the State of Lithuania during
the Pagan period, abandoning the old burial monuments and the emergence of new
cremation cemeteries in the core of the state are the results of the religious reform which
took place in the 13" century. The reform is reminded by the establishment of state cult
sites and the pantheon of the chief gods. The consequences of the reform are also evident
in the myth of Sovius written down in 1261 and the legend of Sventaragis, included into
the legendary part of the 16" century Lithuanian (Bychowiec Chronicle). The alterations
in the burial traditions depicted both in the myth of Sovius and the legend of Sventaragis
reflect the changes in the Lithuanian religion and testify the utmost significance of the
custom of cremating the dead. This is the religious context within which the cremation
cemeteries of the 13" — 14™ centuries should be perceived.

The religious reform, the spread and prevalence of the custom to cremate the dead,
the origin of the homogenous burial artefacts of the cremation cemeteries are related to
the attempts of the ruler of the Grand Duchy of Lithuania and nobility to unite the state,
to consolidate the power within it. When performing military assignments, maintaining
and enhancing the power of the grand duke within the territory of ethnic Lithuania and
on the outskirts thereof, the officials became the spreaders of the unified (national)
custom to cremate the dead. In the 13" — 14™ century this custom was followed by
representatives of all social classes, both sexes and all the age groups. The cremation of
the dead is the characteristic trait of the Lithuanian nation formed in the 14™ century,
part of the identity of the nation, with certain exceptions (separate detached communities
of the eastern Lithuania buried the dead unburnt). Establishment of the State of Lithuania
and the custom to cremate the dead which became prevalent at the same period of time

are inseparable historical phenomena.
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Disertacijos santrauka lietuviu kalba

Laidosena viduramziy Lietuvoje: mirusiyju deginimo paprotys

Daugelyje kultiiry laidojimo paprociai, poziiiris ] mirtj ir mirusiyjy pasaulj yra vieni
svarbiausiy dalyky. Mirtis laitkoma per¢jimu 1§ Sio pasaulio | anapusinj, tod¢l laidosena
suprantama kaip gyvyjy ir mirusiyjy santykiy atspindys. Laidojimo paprociy tyrimai
leidzia kalbéti ne tik apie | dausas iSkeliaujancias véles, bet ir gyvuosius, jy ideologija
bei pomirtinio gyvenimo suvokimg. Siandien laidosenos tyréjai atlieka pladius
tarpdalykinius tyrimus, o laidojimo paprociai pasitelkiami praeities bendruomeniy
socialinei struktiirai ir rySiams, religijai ir pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratai atkurti, svarbu
pabrézti, suteikia galimybe iesSkoti atsakymy i daugel;j kity kylanciy klausimy.

Lietuvos archeology tyrimy kryptys ir démesys pracities bendruomeniy laidojimo
paprociams ilgai buvo pazenklinti prieSistorés ir istoriniy laiky atskirties. Laikotarpis iki
raSytiniy Saltiniy atsiradimo laikytas iSskirtiniu archeologijos, jiems pasirodzius —
istorijos tyrinétojy reikalu. Si riba buvo dirbtinai sutapatinta su geleZies amziaus pabaiga
ir Lietuvos valstybés susiktirimu. D¢l tokio istorijos periodizavimo pagoniskosios, kitaip
tariant ikikrikS¢ioniSkosios Lietuvos valstybés laidojimo paprociai nesulauké reikiamo
archeology démesio, jy tyrin¢jimy duomenys retai patekdavo j mokslinius darbus.

XX a. antroje puse¢je pradejus placiau tyrinéti istoriniy laiky laidojimo paminklus
buvo uzpildytos XV-XVII a. laidosenos pazinimo spragos, taciau mirusiyjy deginimo
XI-XIV a. Lietuvoje klausimas iSliko platesniy moksliniy apibendrinimy nuosalyje.
XX a. pabaigoje — XXI a. pradzioje surinkta naujy vertingy duomeny apie laidoseng
pagoniskojoje Lietuvos valstybéje. Jie atvéré galimybeg interpretuoti Sio laikotarpio
laidojimo paprocius, susidométa pagonybés ir krik$¢ionybés sgveika, degintinio ir
griautinio laidojimo biidy santykiu. Siandien XIII-XIV a. laidojimo papro¢iai kelia
ypatinga susidomeéjima, diskusija apie mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj, jo sampratg ir istoring
reikSme tesiasi.

Lietuvos viduramziy chronologijos apibrézimas, remiantis Vakary Europos
periodizavimo tradicija, susiduria su keblumais, todél yra salyginis. Viduramziai nusako
sudétingy reiSkiniy, 1§ kuriy svarbiausi — krik§¢ionybés plitimas ir valstybiy

formavimasis, visumg. Lietuvos valstybés susidarymas pietrytiniame Baltijos jaros
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pakraStyje — iSskirtinis atvejis Europos viduramziy sampratoje. Lietuvos valdovas
Mindaugas 1251 m. priémé krikSta ir 1253 m. buvo karlinuotas karaliumi, taciau
krikS¢ionybés greitai atsisakyta ir beveik pusantro Simto mety, iki pat 1387 m. kriksto,
Lietuvos Didzioji KunigaiksStysté krikS¢ioniskoje Europoje gyvavo kaip pagoniska
valstybé. Dél Sios priezasties viduramziais Lietuvoje laikomas laikotarpis nuo XIII a. iki
XVI a. pradzios, t.y. nuo valstybés susidarymo iki Renesanso — reformacijos ir
spausdinty knygy plitimo.

Viduramziy pradzia i§ esmés sutampa su Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiiros — Su ja
pagristai siejama Lietuvos valstybés genezé — pabaiga. Laidoti pilkapiuose nustota
laikotarpyje nuo XI a. pabaigos — XII a. pradzios arba XII-XIII a. sandiiroje. ISnykus
Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiirai, etnin¢je Lietuvoje iki 1387 m. krikSto, o kai kuriose
vietovése iki XV a. pradzios sudeginti mirusieji buvo laidojami plokStiniuose
kapinynuose; Ryty Lietuvoje tuo pat metu buvo Zinomas ir degintinis, ir griautinis
laidojimo biidas. Sudeginty mirusiyjy laidojimo vietos Siame darbe vadinamos
viduramziy degintiniais kapinynais.

Tyrimo problema. Apie mirusiyjy deginimg pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés
laikotarpiu ilgai buvo zinoma tik i§ negausiy, daugiausiai didziyjy kunigaiks§ciy
laidojimo apeigas apraSiusiy istoriniy Saltiniy. Viduramziy degintiniai kapinynai
tyringjami nuo XIX a. vidurio, taciau to meto laidojimo paprociams buvo skiriama
stebétinai mazai démesio, liko pla¢iau neiSnagrinéta viduramziy dirbiniy chronologija.
XX a. pabaigos diskusija dél degintinio ir griautinio laidojimo biidy santykiy
pagoniskojoje Lietuvos valstybéje atskleidé Sio laikotarpio laidosenos pazinimo spragas,
parodé¢ iS§samiy tyrin¢jimy biitinybe.

Iki Siol tyrinéta daugiau nei 80 viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny. Taciau dél
metodikos arba dokumentacijos trilkumy, daugeliu atveju dé¢l nedideliy tyrimy apimciy,
tarpukario, sovietmecio ir dalis pirmyjy Nepriklausomybés mety tyrin¢jimai XIII-XIV a.
laidosenos pazinimui teikia maZai naudos. Vienpusis démesys materialinei kultlirai —
dirbiniams ir jy tipologijai, kruopstumo stoka lauko tyrimuose arba metodinés spragos
tyrin¢jant degintinius kapus léme, kad viduramziy degintiniuose kapinynuose iStyrus
deSimtis tikstan¢iy kvadratiniy metry, Zinios apie sudeginty mirusiyjy palaiky laidojima

XHI-XIV a. liko neiSsamios.
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Istoriografija ir archeologiniy tyrimy ataskaitos yra reikSmingas viduramziy
Lietuvos degintiniy kapinyny pazinimo $altinis. Deja, daugelis tarpukariu ar sovietmeciu
pateikty degintiniy kapinyny tyrin¢jimy iSvady Siandien yra sunkiai patikrinamos. Dél
nei§samiy tyrimy aprasy, nesurinkty ar neiSsaugoty degintiniy kauly daZniausiai lieka
neaiSkus ne tik degintiniy kapy jrengimo budas, jkapiy komplekty sudétis, bet ir
nezinoma, kiek konkreciuose kapuose buvo palaidota mirusiyjy, koks jy amzius ir lytis.
Palyginimui, Mindaugo BertaSiaus ir kai kuriy kity autoriy atskleista kolektyvinio
sudeginty mirusiyjy laidojimo galimybé® leidzia kelti pagrista klausima, ar daugelis
sovietmeCiu ,,suardytais® degintiniais kapais ir net mirusiyjy kiiny lauZavietémis
pavadinty viety i$ tiesy buvo tai, ka apie jas ras¢ ankstesniy karty tyrinétojai.

Antra sena viduramziy archeologijos problema — miglotas XII-XIV a. dirbiniy
datavimas. D¢l netikslios chronologijos XIII-XIV a. degintiniy kapy jkapés neretai
skiriamos vélyvajam gelezies amziui, o tarp jy vyraujantys smulkiis apsilyde dirbiniy
fragmentai apskritai atsicjami nuo uzdary jkapiy komplekty. Tai apsunkina
pagoniSkosios Lietuvos valstybés laidosenos pazinimo galimybes, stiprina klaidingg
1sptidj apie viduramziy degintiniy kapy ,,triikuma ‘.

Taigi XII-XIV a. laidosenos tyrimai iki Siol daugiausiai apsiribojo viduramziy
laidojimo paminkluose aptikty dirbiniy tipy apraSymu. Ginkluoté, drabuziy neSiosena ar
buityje naudoti reikmenys — tai svarbiis pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés laikotarpio
klausimai. Taciau siekiant nustatyti mirusiyjy deginimo papro€io bruozus, atskleisti
religinj, kulttrinj ir socialinj Sio paprocio konteksta, materialinés kulttros analizés
nebeuZztenka, biitinas i§samus daugelio kity klausimy nagrinéjimas.

Tyrimo aktualumas ir naujumas. Interpretuojant mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj,
ieSkant atsakymy j keliamus klausimus iSskirtinis vaidmuo tenka tiek naujausiems kity
tyrinétojy, tiek ir Sio darbo autoriaus atliktiems archeologiniams viduramziy degintiniy
kapinyny tyrimams. Per pastarajj deSimtmet] surengti i§samiis Bajory (Elektrény sav.),
Semeniskiy (Sirvinty r.), Meskuéiy (Kaisiadoriy r.) ir kai kuriy kity degintiniy kapinyny
tyrin¢jimai daveé Zenkly postiimj nuodugniai tirti mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj viduramziy
Lietuvoje. Buvo pradétos kryptingos nezinomy XIII-XIV a. laidojimo paminkly

paieskos, imta taikyti naujus tyrimy metodus, antropologai ir kiti specialistai atveére

% [§samiau Zr.: Bertagius, M. Vidurio Lietuva VIII-XI1 a. Kaunas: Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto leidykla, 2002, p.
80-96.
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platesnes mirusiyjy palaiky deginimo paprocio interpretacijos galimybes. Visos S$ios
aplinkybés vercia sugrjzti prie ankstesniy hipoteziy nagrinéjimo, leidzia kelti naujas.

XI-XIV a. laidojimo paprocCiai yra vienas 1§ karSCiausias diskusijas kelianciy
Lietuvos viduramziy archeologijos klausimy. Degintiniy kapy ,.truikumas® etninés
Lietuvos branduolyje — pagrindiné jy priezastis. Esama padétj zenkliai pakeité ne tik
18samis archeologiniai tyrin¢jimai Lietuvoje, bet ir vienas kitg seke atradimai Gardino
srityje, Baltarusijoje. Nuo 2012 m. Sios valstybés teritorijoje buvo tyrinéti net 7
viduramziy degintiniai kapinynai ir $iy tyrimy rezultatai verCia naujai pazvelgti ]
mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio paplitima, reikSme ir vaidmenj XIII-XIV a. Lietuvoje.

Disertacijoje pirma kartg sutelkiami ir apibendrinami i§samiis duomenys apie XIII—
X1V a. degintinius kapinynus Lietuvoje, Baltarusijoje, AugSzeméje Latvijoje ir Palenkes
vaivadijoje Lenkijoje. Ikapiy analizé atlikta, uzdari degintiniy kapy komplektai sudaryti
remiantis muziejuose saugomais archeologijos rinkiniais. Degintiniy kapinyny
topografijai ir geografinei aplinkai nagrinéti pasitelkti duomenys apie 50 darbo autoriaus
2013-2016 m. iszvalgyty degintiniy kapinyny Lietuvoje ir Baltarusijoje. Tyrimui
naujumo suteikia ir tai, kad darbe j mirusiyjy deginimo paprot] zZvelgiama neapsiribojant
materialine  kultiira. Viduramziy Lietuvos degintiniuose kapuose palaidoty
bendruomeniy religija, jos nariy socialiné ir kultiriné tapatybé, atskirus Lietuvos
regionus vienijantys désningumai ar tarp jy rysSkéjantys skirtumai — tai ne maziau
svarbiis, to meto visuomeng leidZiantys paZinti démenys.

Tyrimo objektas — mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys viduramziy Lietuvoje.
Disertacijoje tokios laidosenos bruozai, samprata ir kontekstas atskleidziami nagringjant
XHI-XIV a. degintinius kapinynus ir juos supancig aplinka, materialinés kultiros
zenklus, senovés lietuviy religija, laidojimo paminklus palikusiy bendruomeniy tapatybe.

Sio darbo tikslas — kompleksiskai i$nagrinéti viduramziy Lietuvos degintiniy kapy
horizontg, nustatyti XIII-XIV a. mirusiyjy deginimo paproc¢io bruozus. Siekiant §j tiksla
1gyvendinti, disertacijoje keliami uzdaviniai:

1. Apzvelgti kremacijos procesa, moksliniy eksperimenty rezultatus palyginti su
viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny tyrin¢jimy duomenimis;

2. Parengti degintiniy kapinyny paplitimo Zemélapj, nustatyti regioninius laidojimo
viety ypatumus;

3. ISnagrinéti degintiniy kapinyny topografijg ir supancig aplinka;
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4. Nustatyti ir iSanalizuoti degintiniy kapinyny ir kapy tipus;

5. Sutelkti duomenis apie viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny jkapes, komplektus ir
nustatyti XI11-XIV a. radiniy horizonto sudétj;

6. Apibrézti mirusiyjy deginimo sampratg, iSnagrinéti pagoniSkosios Lietuvos
valstybés religinj konteksta, atskleisti degintiniuose kapuose palaidoty mirusiyjy
kulttiring ir socialing tapatybg.

Tyrimo biidai ir metodai. Disertacijoje 1 mirusiyjy deginimo paproti XIII-XIV a.
Lietuvoje disertacijoje zvelgiama kompleksiskai. Tyrimo pagrindg sudaro archeologijos
duomenys, kurie reikSmingi nustatant laidojimo viety tipus, nagrin¢jant laidosenos
bruozus ir materialing kulttirg, tikslinant palaiky deginimo paprocio chronologija ir
paplitimg, nagrinéjant degintinius kapinynus supancig aplinkg. Pasitelkus istorijos, balty
religijos ir mitologijos Saltinius, remiantis analogijomis kaimyniniuose ir tolimesniuose
kraStuose siekiama atskleisti mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio religinj, kulttirinj ir socialinj
kontekstus, o pagal eksperimentiniy bandymy rezultatus — aprasyti mirusiyjy deginimo
biidus. Siekiant atkurti menamg XII-XIV a. laidojimo apeigy paveiksla nemaziau
svarbiis Zzmoniy ir gyviiny kauly antropologiniy tyrimy duomenys.

Darbas paremtas analitiniu tyrimo metodu. Analizuojant ir kritiSkai vertinant
istoriografijoje ir tyrimy ataskaitose iSsakytus teiginius, lauko tyrimy duomenis, ieSkoma
juos pagrindzian¢iy arba paneigianciy ziniy, pateikiamas naujas kai kuriy pagoniskosios
Lietuvos valstybés laikotarpio klausimy vertinimas. Svarbig tyrimo dali sudaro
empiriniai duomenys, kurie nagrinéjami remiantis empiriniu aprasomuoju ir tipologiniu
metodais. Pirmasis placiai taikomas apraSant, o antrasis — j tipus skirstant laidojimo
vietas, degintinius kapus ir jkapes. leSkant atitikmeny mirusiyjy deginimo paprociui,
laidojimo vietoms ir jkapéms Lietuvoje, pasitelkiamas lyginamasis metodas. Viduramziy
degintiniy kapy jkapiy analizé atlikta taikant statistinés analizés metoda, klasteriy ir
korespondencing analizg.

Darbo chronologija — XII-XIV a. laikotarpis — paremta viduramziy degintiniy
kapinyny paplitimu ir mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio jsivyravimu etnin¢je Lietuvoje.
Apatiné¢ chronologijos riba atitinka Lietuvos DidZiosios KunigaikStystés atsiradima,

virdutiné — 1387 m. krik$ta ir su juo susijusj mirusiyjy deginimo papro&io nykima®.

% Deél etniniy, konfesiniy ir jvairiy kity veiksniy griautinis laidojimo budas Ryty Lietuvoje plito dar iki
kriks¢ionybés jvedimo.
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Darbe taip pat nagrin¢jami pavieniai XV a. pirmos pusés degintiniai kapai, taciau tuo
metu mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys jau buvo prarades vyraujant] vaidmenj, kremacija,
matyt, Zymejo stipry kai kuriy bendruomeniy rysj su senosios religijos apeigomis.

Tyrimo geografija — Lietuvos viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny paplitimo erdvé. Ji
apima ir etnines lietuviy Zemes: Pietry¢iy Latvija, Siaurés vakary Baltarusija ir Siaurés
ryty Lenkija.

Istoriniai S$altiniai. Mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj viduramziy Lietuvoje mena
negausiis balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniai. Sios raytinés Zinios svarbios, tatiau
paliktos kitatauciy, pagonybés atzvilgiu SaliSkai nusiteikusiy krik§cioniy; jas nagrinéti
bitina kritiSkai. Iki Siol raSytiniy Saltiniy duomenys apie mirusiyjy deginimg daugiausiai
tarnavo pavirSutiniSkiems laidosenos apraSymams iliustruoti arba archeologiniams
duomenims paaiskinti. Didesnio démesio jie sulauké¢ XX a. pabaigoje, kilus diskusijai
del laidosenos pagoniSkoje Lietuvos valstybe¢je.

Ankstyviausias mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj balty krastuose liudijantis Saltinis yra
apie 890-893 m. uzraSytas Wulfstano pasakojimas (Wulfstan’s Reisebericht iiber
Preussen). Pasakojime kalbama apie senesnj laikotarpj, negu nagrinéjamas darbe, bet
Saltinis yra reikSmingas balty laidojimo paprociy liudijimas. Rasytiniy Saltiniy duomeny
apie mirusiyjy deginimg skaiCius iSaugo XIII a., prasidéjus kariniams Vokie¢iy ordino
antpuoliams. Tuo metu | kroniky, metrasciy ir jvairiy kompiliaciniy darby autoriy akiratj
pirmiausiai daugiausia pateko prusy gentys. XIII a. Saltiniuose trumpai paminéti ir kity
balty genciy laidojimo paprociai. VokieCiy ordino riteriy susirémimus su baltais
aprasanciose kronikose paprastai kalbama apie zuvusiy kariy laidojima.

Vienas seniausiy ir svarbiausiy balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniy yra 1261 m. |
Jono Malalos kronikos slaviskaja redakcijg jterptas Sovijaus mitas (Oyxaz orce
noeauckou npenvcmu cuye, udxce Coeus 6ocom uapuyarom). Sovijus laitkomas véliy
vedliu j pomirtinj pasaulj, mite kalbama apie laidojimo paprociy reformg. 1248-1263 m.
Ipatijaus metrastis (Mnamvesckas nemonucy) — antrasis mirusiyjy deginimg XIII a.
lietuviy Zemése liudijantis Saltinis. Jis atskleidzia, kad Lietuvos valdovas Mindaugas ir
artimiausia jo aplinka laikési mirusiyjy deginimo paproc¢io. Remiantis Sovijaus mitu ir
Ipatijaus metraS¢iu galima manyti, kad mirusiyjy deginimas XIII a. Lietuvoje buvo

valstybiné laidojimo tradicija.
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IS X1V a. balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniy ypatingo démesio nusipelno 1326 m.
paraSyta Vokieciy ordino brolio, galbiit net magistro kapeliono Petro Dusburgiecio
,,Prisijos zemés kronika“ (Chronicon terrae Prussiae). Joje apibiidinama XIII a. prisy
genCly pagonybé, paprociai ir apeigos, patvirtinami kity Saltiniy duomenys, kad Sios
genties Zmonés mirusiuosius degino. Tai reikSmingos ir, svarbu pabrézti, patikimos,
liudininky pasakojimais paremtos Zzinios apie mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj ir skirtingo
socialinio statuso atstovy laidoseng. Petras Dusburgietis itin iSsamiai apibiidino
mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio ir balty pomirtinio pasaulio sampratg.

Tarp Lietuvos istorijos tyrinétojy itin didelio susidoméjimo sulauké Vokieciy
ordino heroldo Priisijoje Vygando Marburgie¢io 1394 m. ,,Naujojoje Priisijos kronikoje*
(Cronica nova Prutenica) pateiktas kunigaik§¢io Margirio ir Pilény gynéjy Zities 1336
m. vasario 25 d. apra$§ymas. Sis $altinis svarbus kaip dar vienas XIV a. balty visuomenés
mirties ir pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratos liudijimas. XIV a. rasytiniuose $altiniuose
pirma karta buvo aprasSytos istoriniy asmenybiy — Lietuvos didziyjy kunigaik$ciy
Gedimino (?), Kestucio ir Algirdo — deginimo apeigos. Tai vieninteliai Saltiniai, kuriuose
kalbama apie mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj Lictuvoje. Mokslingje literatiiroje placiai
cituojamos 1413-1414 m. pranciizy didiko ir riterio Ghilleberto de Lannoy kelionés per
Lietuvos DidZigja Kunigaikstyste ir KurSg apraSymo ,,Kelionés ir pasiuntinybes*
(Voyages et ambassades) detalés.

1387 m. Lietuvai (Aukstaitijai) ir 1413 m. Zemaitijai priémus kriksta bei atsisakius
mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio, kroniky ir metra$¢iy autoriy démesys laidosenai sumazgjo.
XV a. balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniuose pateikta nedaug naujy duomeny Sia tema.
Svarbiausiu Saltiniu laikoma XV a. antroje pus€je Lenkijos viduramziy istoriko Jano
Dlugoso parasyta ,Lenkijos istorija“ (Historia Polonica). Nagriné¢jant mirusiyjy
deginimo paprot] ypatingo démesio nusipelno XVI a. pirmoje puséje ] legending
Lietuvos metraiéio (Bychovco kronikos) (Xpouuxa Buixosya) dalj jradyta Sventaragio
legenda.

XVI a., plintant Renesanso idé¢joms, knygy spausdinimui, balty religijos ir
mitologijos Saltiniy skai¢ius iSaugo. Tai daugiausia antriniai ar net tretiniai, ankstesniy
autoriy (ypac Petro Dusburgiecio ir J. DlugoSo) Ziniomis paremti Saltiniai, kartojantys
duomenis apie prisy, lietuviy ir zemaiciy laidojimo paprocius, kunigaik$ciy ir kity

kilmingyjy deginima, tik€¢jima ZemiSkojo gyvenimo tgsa pomirtiniame pasaulyje. XVI a.
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Saltiniuose jauCiama stipti Renesanso laikotarpio jtaka, mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio
1Staky pradéta ieSkoti pas tariamus lietuviy protévius romenus.

Taigi balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniai suteikia vertingy duomeny apie
mirusiyjy deginimo paproti pagoniSkoje Lietuvos valstybéje. Svarbiausios raSytinés
zinios uzraSytos XIII-XIV a. ir daugiausia susijusios su Vokie¢iy ordino karine veikla
rytinéje Baltijos jiiros pakrantéje. Sie laidojimo apeigy apradymai leidZia pladiau zvelgti
1 mirusiyjy deginimg, mirties ir pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratg, patvirtina, kad laidojimo
bidui jtakos turéjo mirusiojo socialinis statusas. Balty religijos ir mitologijos Saltiniuose
minimos skirtingos mirusiuosius deginusios balty gentys, tafiau, kaip ir daugelyje
raSytiniy dokumenty, juose daugiausia kalbama apie siauros XIII-XIV a. Lietuvos
visuomeneés dalies — aukS¢iausiojo socialinio sluoksnio atstovy ir kariy — laidosena,
nuosalyje paliekama likusi jos dalis.

Archeologiniai Saltiniai. Viduramziy degintiniai kapinynai tyrinéjami nuo XIX a.
vidurio, taciau Zinios apie pirmuosius tyrin¢jimus Lietuvoje dazniausiai skurdzios ir
netikslios. XIX-XX a. sandiiroje laidojimo paminkly kasinéjimy surengta kiek daugiau.
Dauguma to meto laidojimo paminkly tyrimy dar buvo atsitiktinio pobtuidzio arba juos
rengé tam nepasiruoSe asmenys. Padétis pasikeité po 1936 m., jkiirus Vytauto Didziojo
muziejy. Archeologiniai tyrimai daugiausia buvo atliekami jvairiose Vidurio Lietuvos
vietovése. Buvo surinkta daug duomeny apie viduramziy degintinius kapus, taiau
tyrinétojai démes;j telké i ikivalstybinio laikotarpio laidojimo paprocius.

Nuo XX a. 7-ojo deSimtmecio vidurio Lietuvoje pradétos rengti gerai organizuotos
archeologinés ekspedicijos, kurios laidojimo paminklus daznai tyré keleta mety. Per §j
laikotarpj viduramziy degintiniy kapy arba pavieniy radiniy rasta jvairiose vietovése,
taciau XIII-XIV a. laidojimo paprociai didesnio tyréjy susidoméjimo nekele. 1968—-1987
m. viduramziy degintinius kapinynus tyringjo Vytautas Urbanavidius. Zymiausias ir
placiausiai V. UrbanaviCiaus tyrinétas laidojimo paminklas — Obeliy kapinynas
(Ukmerges r.), kuriame buvo istirtas net 6174 m?® plotas, aptikta V-VI, XV ir XVII a.
griautiniy, XIII-XIV a. degintiniy zmoniy ir nedeginty zirgy kapy; didziausio atgarsio
sulauké 1983 m. atradimas Obeliy ezere — apie 2400 viduramziy degintiniy kapy radiniy.

XX a. 89-ajame deSimtmetyje viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny ekspedicijy
skaiCius iSaugo. Tyrin¢jimus tuo metu rengé kelios institucijos, j tyréjy gretas isiliejo

daug naujy archeology. Vélyvuoju sovietmeciu iSaugusj viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny
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ekspedicijy skai¢iy léme kelios priezastys. Svarbiausia — laidojimo paminkly pasongje ar
net jy teritorijjoje buvo vykdoma ukiné veikla, ir archeologiniai tyrinéjimai buvo
vienintelis biidas moksliniams duomenims surinkti. Nors ekspedicijos surinko daug
vertingy duomeny apie mirusiyjy deginimg viduramziy Lietuvoje, daugumas tyrinétojy
apsiribojo empiriniy duomeny kaupimu.

1990 m., Lietuvai atkiirus Nepriklausomybeg, viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny
ekspedicijy skai€ius sumaz¢jo. Didziausio atgarsio sulaukée atradimai Marvelés kapinyne
(Kauno m.) — viename placiausiai tyrinéty balty genciy laidojimo paminkly. Mirusiyjy
deginimo paprocio viduramziy Lietuvoje tyrimy kontekste labai svarbios Marveléje
surastos dvi sezoniSkai vandens uzliejamos duobés su degintiniais kaulais ir beveik 1500
Xl a. pabaiga — XIV a. datuojamy dirbiniy bei jy fragmenty.

XXI a. pradzioje atlikty degintiniy kapinyny tyrimy tikslai ir apimtys skyrési.
Atskiro démesio nusipelno nuo 2006 m. rengiami Bajory kapinyno tyrin¢jimai. Cia per
daugiau nei desimtmetj istirtas 310,7 m? dydzio XIV a. — XV a. pradZios kolektyvinés
degintiniy kapy kapavietés plotas, i§ jy 38,75 m® — pelkéje. Bajory, kaip ir 2009 m.
atrasto Semeniskiy kapinyno, tyrimy duomenys reikSmingi, siekiant atskleisti mirusiyjy
deginimo paproCio viduramziy Lietuvoje bruozus. Pastaraisiais metais tyrinétojy
susidoméjimas XIII-XIV a. degintiniais kapinynais Lietuvoje pastebimai iSaugo. Be to,
per 2012—2015 m. laikotarpj platiis tyrinéjimai atlikti Siaurés vakary Baltarusijoje.

Istoriografija. Pirmuoju viduramziy degintiniy kapy apraSymu laikomas Teodoro
Narbuto paskelbtas 1840 m. Kurény dvarininko Karolio Kosakovskio laiSkas apie Obeliy
ezere surastus Zmoniy ir zirgy kaulus, apdegusius ir vandens apgadintus archeologinius
dirbinius?’. Apie XIII-XIV a. laidosena 1925 m. kiek plagiau uZsiminé Aleksandras
Spicynas. Jis aprasé¢ skirtingy laikotarpiy laidojimo paminkly tipus, nurodé dazniausiai
randamas jkapes. Tyrinétojo teigimu, degintiniai kapai buvo budingi XIII a. lietuviy
kapinynams ir XI11-X1V a. pilkapiams, o nedeginti mirusieji buvo laidojami XIV-XV a.
Vilniaus krasto ,,akmeniniuose kapuose* bei XIV—XVI a. lietuviy kapinynuose®®.

Marija Alseikaité-Gimbutiené¢ IX—XIII a. vidurio laidojimo paprocius aptaré

bendrai, jos darbuose reiSkiama nuomoné, kad XII-XIII a. mirusiyjy deginimas

" Teodora Narbutta pomniejsze pisma historyczne. Szczegolnie do historyi Litwy odnoszgce sie. Wilno: Naktad i
druk Teofila Gliicksberga, 1856, p. 222-223.
2 Cruneiab, A. JIutoBekis apeBroctu. Tauta ir Zodis, 1925, t. 111, p. 150-152, 158-161.
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Lietuvoje buvo vienintelis laidojimo budas®. Teigta, kad X1l a. sudeginti mirusieji buvo
laidojami Vidurio Lietuvoje, nedeginti — slaviskuose ,etnografinés Lietuvos™ ir
akmenimis apkrautuose Pietry&iy Lietuvos pilkapiuose®. Dél archeologijos — priesistore
tyrinéjancio mokslo sampratos XX a. viduryje pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés
laikotarpio laidojimo paproCiy apraSymas ] pirmuosius apibendrinamojo pobiidzio
archeologijos mokslo leidinius nepateko®.

Pirmieji iSsamiis darbai apie XIII-XIV a. laidoseng paskelbti XX a. 7-ajame
deSimtmetyje. V. Urbanavicius apibiidino pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés laikotarpio
laidosena, i8kélé pagonybeés ir krik§¢ionybés sankirtos klausima, atradimy Obeliy eZere
pagrindu i3désté laidojimo vandenyje hipoteze®*. Remdamasis archeologiniy tyrimy
duomenimis, tyrinétojas pabrézé¢ viduramziy degintiniy kapy radiniy datavimo problema
ir sukiiré¢ koncepcija, pagal kurig sudeginti mirusieji Lietuvoje buvo laidojami iki XV a.
pradzios. Pasak autoriaus, XIII-XIV a. buvo deginami ne tik didieji kunigaiks$ciai ir jy
Seimy nariai, bet ir eiliniai bendruomenés atstovai®. Teiginius apie mirusiyjy deginima
iki 1387 m. Lietuvos krikSto ar net ilgiau, pridurdami, kad XIV a. pradéta laidoti
plokstiniuose kapinynuose ir krikStas buvo pagrindinis veiksnys inhumacijai plisti,
plétojo ir kai kurie kiti tyrinétojai®*.

XX-XXI a. sandiroje pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés laidojimo paprociai
sulauké mokslinés diskusijos. 1993 m. Kriveikiskyje (Sirvinty r.) atradus Kernaveés
miesto gyventojy kapinyng su griautiniais kapais, pradéta abejoti istoriografijoje

jsitvirtinusia nuomone, kad inhumacija yra tiesioginis krikS§¢ionybés padarinys.

2 Alseikaite-Gimbutiené, M. Pomirtinio gyvenimo jsivaizdavimas Lietuvoje proistoriniais laikais. Gimtasai
krastas, 1942, t. V (30), p. 6.

% Alseikaité-Gimbutiené, M. Kapy tipai Lietuvoje proistoriniais laikais. Gimtasai krastas, 1943, t. 31, p. 16, 22, 25;
Alseikaité-Gimbutiené, M. Die Bestattung in Litauen in der vorgeschichtlichen Zeit. Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr (Paul
Siebeck), 1946, p. 74-76, 102-103.

31 Plg.: Puzinas, J. Naujausiy proistoriniy tyrin¢jimy duomenys (1918-1938 m. Lietuvos proistoriniy tyrinéjimy
apzvalga). Senove. Istorijos skyriaus darbai, 1938, t. IV, p. 173-303.; Kulikauskas, P., Kulikauskiené, R.,
Tautavicius, A. Lietuvos archeologijos bruozai. Vilnius: Valstybiné politinés ir mokslinés literatiiros leidykla, 1961
ir kt.

%2 Urbanavi¢ius, V., Urbanaviiené, S. Archeologiniai tyrimai. Lietuvos archeologija, 1988, t. 6, p. 45-46;
VYp6anaBuuroc, B. Ilorpedenust B o3epe O6ensit. In: Meanos, B. B., Heeckas, JI. I'., otB. pen. Hccaedosanus 6
obnacmu Oanmo-caasaHckol 0yxoeHou Kynemypwl. Ilozpebanvhuiii 06pad. Mocksa: Hayka, 1990, p. 196-201,
Urbanavi¢ius, V. Vidurio Lietuvos gyventojy laidojimo paprociy kaita IV=XIV a. In: Astrauskas, A., sud. Vidurio
Lietuvos archeologija. Konferencijos medziaga, 1994 m. Vilnius: Zalioji Lietuva, 1994, p. 47-55.

% Urbanavicius, V. Laidosena Lietuvoje XIV-XVII amziais. Lietuvos TSR Moksly akademijos darbai. A serija,
1966, t. 3 (22), p. 107-108; YpbGanasuutoc, B. ®. K Bompocy o norpebenusx ¢ tpymnocoxskenreM XIV B. B JIutse.
Lietuvos TSR Moksly akademijos darbai. A serija, 1966, t. 2 (21), p. 183-190.

% Plg.: Volkaité-Kulikauskiené, R. Archeologijos duomenys. In: Volkaité-Kulikauskiene, R., ats. red. Lietuviy
etnogeneze. Vilnius: Mokslas, 1987, p. 210.
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Remiantis minéto kapinyno tyrimy duomenimis tvirtinta, kad Lietuvos krikStas néra
vienintel¢ laidojimo paproCiy kaitos priezastis. Dél to meto politinés padéties ir
kaimyniniy krasty jtakos nedegintus mirusiuosius Ryty Lietuvoje esg pradéta laidoti XIII
a. antroje pus¢je — iki oficialaus Lietuvos krik§to®®.

Etniné Kernavés (Kriveikiskio) kapinyne palaidoty mirusiyjy interpretacija sulauké
kritikos. Gintautas Zabicla teigé, kad XIII-XIV a. Lietuvoje biita vieno laidojimo
papro¢io — sudeginti mirusieji laidoti plokStiniuose kapinynuose, o duomeny apie
degintinius kapus trikumg lémé archeologiniy tyrimy metodikos spragos ir netiksli
6

ikapiy chronologija 3 Vieningas mirusiyjy deginimo paproCio jsivyravimas buvo

susietas su XIII a. Sventaragio religine reforma ir kitais valstybés kiirimosi laikotarpio
reiskiniais®’.

Savitg pozilr] | pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratg viduramziais iSsaké Eugenijus
Svetikas. Jis ne tik kritikavo pagonybés likuciy kriks¢ioniskojo laikotarpio laidojimo
paminkluose paieSkas, bet ir pateiké naujg — krikS¢ionybés simboliais ir vaizdiniais
paremtg — jkapiy interpretacija. Antai E. Svetikas teigé, kad apskritos lietos segés i$
viduramziy degintiniy ir griautiniy kapy reiSke ,,evangelin} krikstijima ugnimi“38. Tas
pats autorius lokio nago apkalus laiké Paskutiniojo teismo dienos ir krikS¢ioniskojo
tikéjimo prisikelimu simboliu®, o monety déjimo | kapus paprot; aiSkino kaip uzmokestj

Dangaus karalystés vartus atverian¢iam $v. Petrui®.

% |$samiau 7r.: Luchtanas, A., Vélius, G. Laidosena Lietuvoje XIII-XIV a. In: Astrauskas, A., Bertasius, M., sud.
Vidurio Lietuvos archeologija. Etnokultiriniai rysiai. Vilnius: Zalioji Lietuva, 1996, p. 80-88; Luchtanas, A.,
Vélius, G. Valstybés gimimas ir mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys. Mirusiyjy deginimo tradicijos ryty Lietuvoje
problematika dr. G. Zabielos straipsnyje ,,Laidosena pagoniskoje Lietuvoje”. Archaeologia Lituana, 2002, t. 3, p.
157-161; Vélius, G. Kernavés miesto bendruomené XIII-XIV amziuje. Vilniaus universiteto leidykla, 2005, p. 16—
17, 23-24.

% 7abiela, G. Laidosena pagoniskojoje Lietuvoje. Lietuvos archeologija, 1998, t. 15, p. 351-379; Zabicla, G. Piety
Lietuvos vélyvieji degintiniai kapinynai. Archaeologia Lituana, 2003, t. 4, p. 175-185.

% I§samiau 7r.. Vaitkevi¢iené, D., Vaitkevidius, V. XIII a. Lietuvos valstybinés religijos bruozai. Lietuvos
archeologija, 2001, t. 21, p. 311-334; Vaitkevi¢ius, V. The Main Features of the State Religion in Thirteenth-
Century Lithuania. bazmo-crasanckue uccredosanus, 2004, t. XVI, p. 331-356; Petrauskas, G. Prie Lietuvos
valstybés susidarymo klausimo sugrjztant: laidojimo papro¢iy aspektas. Res Humanitariae, 2015, t. XVII, p. 114—
136.

% Svetikas, E. Burial and Sacrifice in Lithuania during the Late Fourteenth-Fifteenth Century: Religious
Confrontation or a Unique Conversion Phenomenon — Baptism by Fire? Lithuanian Historical Studies, 2007, t. 11,
p. 130-131.

¥ Svetikas, E. Lietuvos Didziosios Kunigaikstystés christianizacija XIV a. pab. — XV a. Archeologiniai radiniai su
krikscioniSkais simboliais, t. 1. Vilnius: ,,Diemedzio leidykla, 2009, p. 396-398; Svetikas, E. X1V a. pabaigos—XV
a. amuletai i§ apkaustyto lokio nago Lietuvos DidZiojoje Kunigaikstystéje ir kaimyniniuose krastuose. Lietuvos
archeologija, 2009, t. 34, p. 194-196.

%0 Svetikas, E. Mirusiyjy pinigai Lietuvoje XIV a. pabaigoje — X VIII a. pradzioje: krik¢ioniskas laidojimo paprotys
ir jo semantika. Lietuvos istorijos metrastis. 1999 metai, 2000, p. 26-48; Svetikas, E. Alytaus kapinynas:
christianizacijos Saltiniai. Vilnius: ,,Diemedzio* leidykla, 2003, p. 162.
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Viena svarbiausiy E. Svetiko tyrinéjimy kryp¢iy — viduramziy laikotarpio dirbiniy
tipologizavimas ir datavimas. Daug démesio skyrgs christianizacijos Saltiniy paieSkoms
XIV a. pabaigos — XVIII a. laidojimo paminkluose, minétas autorius nagrinéjo ir
budingy viduramziy degintiniy kapy ikapiy: kabuciy, segiy, apyrankiy, Ziedy, lokio nago
apkaly-amulety, piniginiy apkaly ir kai kuriy kity radiniy chronologija. Naujausiame
darbe XI-XVI a. pasagines seges gyvuliniais galais autorius priskyré XII-XIV a.
laikotarpiui ir interpretavo Kkaip pagamintas vadovaujantis  krikscioniskaisiais
bestiariumais ir <...> skirtos kolonizuojamy Zemiy gyventojy christianizacijai*.

Apie pagonybe, pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratg ir XIII-XIV a. laidojimo paprocius
taip pat uzsimenama istoriky darbuose. Daugelyje jy pagoniSkosios Lietuvos valstybés
laikotarpio religija supaprastinama iki ,,senojo tikéjimo* ar ,,senyjy pagonisky tikéjimy*
apibrézimo. Teigiama, kad nors ,,pagoniy tikéjimas® taip ir nepasieke religijos lygio,
zyniy sluoksnis liko nesusidares, XI-XII a. visose lietuviy genciy Zemese paplites
mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys buvo vienas labiausiai lietuvius i§ aplinkiniuose krastuose
gyvenusiy tauty skyrusiy bruozy™*.

ISsamiai Lietuvos valstybés ,,pagonybés kulto politines atSakas* nagrinéja
Stephenas C. Rowellas*®. Jo nuomone, iki susidarant valstybei, balty gentys neturéjo
bendro laidojimo biido, o jy jvairove liudija decentralizuoty lietuviSskosios pagonybés
prigimtj. Padétis turéjo keistis kuriantis Lietuvos Didziajai Kunigaikstystei, vykstant
politinei ir religinei centralizacijai. RaSytiniuose Saltiniuose apraSytos Lietuvos didziyjy
kunigaiks$ciy deginimo apeigos Vilniuje — naujajame politiniame ir religiniame centre —
rodo, kad tuo metu galéjo buti siekiama religiniy paprociy vienovés. Sovijaus mite
minimg mirusiyjy deginimo paprot; S. C. Rowellas sieja su didZiyjy kunigaik$ciy
deginimo apeigomis, taCiau jame apraSyty skirtingy laidojimo biidy sasajos su atskiry

socialiniy grupiy atstovy laidosena, anot autoriaus, lieka neaiskios.

* Svetikas, E. Krikscioniskasis bestiariumas XIII-XV a. Lietuvos kultiiroje. Omega segés zoomorfiniais galais, t. |.
Vilnius: ,,Diemedzio* leidykla, 2014, p. 271.

* Kiaupa, Z., Kiaupiene, J., Kuncevicius, A. Lietuvos istorija iki 1795 mety. Vilnius: Arlila, 1998, p. 93; plg.:
Gudavicius, E. Lietuvos istorija, t. |. Nuo seniausiy laiky iki 1569 mety. Vilnius: Akademinio skauty sajidZio
Vydino fondas Cikagoje, Lietuvos radytojy sajungos leidykla, 1999, p. 179-181; Baronas, D., Dubonis, A.,
Petrauskas, R. Lietuvos istorija, t. . X1l a. — 1385 m. Valstybés iskilimas tarp Ryty ir Vakary. Vilnius: Baltos
lankos, 2011, p. 515-522.

* Rowell, S. C. I§ viduramziy itky kylanti Lietuva. Pagoniy imperija Ryty ir Vidurio Europoje, 1295-1345. Vilnius:
Baltos lankos, 2001, p. 127-159.
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Didel; démesj pagonybés ir kriks¢ionybés sandiiros laikotarpiui, Lietuvos kriksto
aplinkybéms ir kontekstui skiria Darius Baronas *. Autorius kritiskai Zvelgia j
mitologijos tyrinétojy atliekamus pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés laikotarpio dievy
panteono tyrimus, vadovaudamasis raSytiniy Saltiniy duomenimis teigia, kad lietuviy
pagonybés ir ankstyvosios Lietuvos istorijos sgsajos tebéra itin problemiskas praeities
fenomenas ® . | akis krenta D. Barono darbuose reiskiama griezta Sovijaus mito
tyringjimy kritika®®. Autorius priestarauja Zymiausiy mitologijos tyrinétojy: Vladimiro
Toporovo, Algirdo Juliaus Greimo, Norberto Véliaus ir Gintaro Beresneviciaus
1Svadoms apie Sovijaus mito baltiSkumg. Remdamasis Sergejaus Temcino ir Tatjanos
Vilkul jzvalgomis, D. Baronas teigia, kad Sis mitas su baltais neturi beveik nieko bendra,
o pagrindiniai jo sandaros elementai galbuit perimti is Biblijos pasazy, bylojanciy apie
pagonybés atsiradimgq, ir ankstyvyjy viduramzZiy Bizantijos rasytojy pasisakymy Sia
tema. Pabaigoje Sovijaus mitas yra susiejamas su sabijais — Siaurés Mesopotamijos
miesto Harano gyventojais, o paties mito kilmé, manoma, yra semitigka®’.

S. Temcino, T. Vilkul ir Siuos tyrinétojus sekusio D. Barono teiginiai apie mito
arabiSkumg netrukus sulauké kritikos ir buvo paneigti 8, Sovijaus mito, uzZimancio
ypatingg vieta mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio viduramziy Lietuvos tyrimuose, atitikmeny
yra lietuviy ir ryty slavy tautosakoje, todé¢l jo folkloriné kilme — labiausiai tikétina.

Taigi XI1-XIV a. laidojimo paprociais tyrinétojai plac¢iau susidoméjo tik XX a. 7-
ajame deSimtmetyje. Pavienius, menkai archeologiniais duomenimis pagrjstus teiginius
tuo metu pakeité kryptingi laidojimo paprociy tyrin¢jimai. Atkiirus Nepriklausomybe
pasirodé daugiausiai mirusiyjy deginimo paprotj nagrinéjanciy ir viduramziy degintiniy
kapinyny tyrin¢jimais paremty darby. XIII-XIV a. laidojimo paprociai sukélé moksling
diskusija, o laidosena pagoniskojoje valstybéje tapo vienu aktualiausiu Lietuvos mokslo

klausimy.

* Baronas, D. Christians in Late Pagan, and Pagans in Early Christian Lithuania: The Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Centuries. Lithuanian Historical Studies, 2015, t. 19, p. 51-81; Baronas, D., Rowell, S. C. The Conversion of
Lithuania. From Pagan Barbarians to Late Medieval Christians. Vilnius: The Institute of Lithuanian Literature and
Folklore, 2015 ir kt.

** Baronas, D., Dubonis, A., Petrauskas, R. Lietuvos istorija, p. 517.

“® Ten pat, p. 517-518; Baronas, D., Rowell, S. C. The Conversion..., p. 264-266.

" Baronas, D., Dubonis, A., Petrauskas, R. Lietuvos istorija, p. 518; Baronas, D., Rowell, S. C. The Conversion...,
p. 265

8 Lemeskin, 1. Sovijaus sakmés baltiSkumas ir arabiskumas. Mitonimo kilmé. Tautosakos darbai, 2015, t. XLIX, p.
35-48; Lemeskin, 1. J[Bym cMmepTsaM He ObIBaTh, a OMHOM HE MHHOBaTh: Sovijaus sakmé ir jos paralelés ryty slavy
folklore. Lituanistica, 2015, t. 61 (4 (102)), p. 274-294.
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Pagrindiniai disertacijoje ginami teiginiai yra Sie:

1. XIII a. Lietuvos valstybéje pastebimus gentinio laikotarpio laidosenos bruozus
X1V a. pakeité vyraujantis mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys;

2. Be laidojimo individualiuose degintiniuose kapuose, XII-XIV a. reikSminga
vietg uzémé kolektyviniai degintiniai kapai sausumoje ir vandenyje. Sudeginty mirusiyjy
palaiky laidojimas vandenyje — i8skirtinis viduramZiy Lietuvos laidosenos bruozas;

3. Mirusiyjy deginimas, sudeginty palaiky uzkasimas duobutése, degintiniy kauly
iSbérimas kapinyny pavirSiuje arba vandenyje — tai senovés lietuviy mirties ir pomirtinio
gyvenimo sampratos atspindys;

4. XIV a. Lietuvos Didziosios KunigaikStystés materialiné kultiira su tam tikromis
1Simtimis suvienod¢jo, savitas jos bruozas — degintiniy kapy jkapiy horizontas. Tai §j
laikotarpj i8skiriantys darbo jrankiy, ginkly, papuoSaly, aprangos ir buities reikmeny,
raitelio ir Zirgo ekipuotés dirbiniy tipai;

5. Viduramziy Lietuvoje iSplitgs mirusiyjy deginimo paprotys ir ji menantys
degintiniai kapinynai yra XIII a. religinés reformos rezultatas.

Sudeginty mirusiyjy laidojimas — i8skirtinis XIII-XIV a. lietuviy kulttiros bruozas,
su retomis iSimtimis apémes visg etning Lietuva, skirtingy socialiniy sluoksniy, lyties ir
amziaus mirusiyjy grupes.

Disertacijos struktiira. Darba sudaro: jvadas, keturi déstymo skyriai, i§vados,
Saltiniy 1r literatiiros sarasai, priedai ir iliustracijos.

Pirmajame skyriuje apzvelgiami istoriniai ir archeologiniai mirusiyjy deginimo
paproc¢io viduramziy Lietuvoje Saltiniai, aptariama istoriografija. Pasitelkus moksliniy
eksperimenty duomenis, antrajame skyriuje pristatomi mirusiyjy deginimo biidai.
Didziausias démesys skiriamas viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny geografijai ir
topografijai, laidojimo viety ir degintiniy kapy tipologijai. Treciajame skyriuje
nagrinéjami degintiniy kapy radiniai: antropologiné ir zooarcheologiné medziaga,
dirbiniai; pasitelkus statistinés analizés metodus atlickama uzdary viduramziy degintiniy
kapy komplekty analizé. Paskutiniajame ketvirtajame skyriuje bendrinami duomenys,
siekiama nustatyti viduramziy Lietuvos degintiniy kapy horizonto sudétj ir pobiidj. Taip
pat gvildenami chronologijos klausimai, tiriamas degintiniy kapinyny paplitimas,
religinis kontekstas, Siuose laidojimo paminkluose palaidoty mirusiyjy kultiiring ir

socialiné tapatybé.
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Darbo priedus sudaro viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny katalogas ir lentelés, kuriose
pateikiami suvestiniai antropologiniy tyrimy rezultatai, duomenys apie uZdarus
degintiniy kapy komplektus ir jkapiy koreliacija.

Rezultatai ir iSvados. 1. Palyginus viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny tyrinéjimy
duomenis su Siuolaikiniy moksliniy kremavimo eksperimenty rezultatais nustatyta, kad
skirtumas tarp sudeginus mirusiojo kiing liekanc¢iy ir degintiniuose kapuose aptinkamy
kauly kiekio yra akivaizdus. Degintiniy kauly ,trilkumg“ kapuose lemia ne tik jy
iSlikimui jtakos turinCios grunto savybés, apeigy dalyviy ,kruopStumas® i§ lauzavieciy
iSrenkant artimyjy kaulus, specialus jy trupinimas, bet ir simbolinio kauly kiekio
laidojimo galimybeé. Si aplinkyb¢, padavime apie Migoniy piliakaln] ir lietuviy liaudies
pasakose minimas degintiniy kauly iSbérimas paveéjui arba | vandenj, paprocio analogijos
uzsienio kraStuose leidzia manyti, kad tiek viduramziy Lietuvoje, tiek ankstesniais
laikotarpiais be jprastos laidosenos gal€jo biti paplite jvairtis archeologiniu poziiiriu
sunkiai ap¢iuopiami laidojimo biidai.

2. Mirusiyjy deginimo paproti mena vir§ 80 XIII-XIV a. degintiniy kapinyny ir 50
Siy kapy radiniy radimvieciy; vélyviausi mirusiyjy deginimo atvejai siekia XV a.
pradzig. Geografiné $iy laidojimo viety erdvé apima dabarting Lietuva, Pietry¢iy Latvija,
Siaurés vakary Baltarusija ir Siaurés ryty Lenkija. Vakary ir Siaurés Lietuvoje, kiek
maziau Zemaitijoje, Vidurio ir Piety Lietuvoje XIII a. dar buvo pastebimi gentiniai
laidosenos bruozai, sudeginti mirusieji daznai laidoti senuosiuose, nuo II t-mecio
pradzios ir dar anksCiau jrengtuose kapinynuose. Tai rodo laidosenos tasa ir tvirta
pagoniskosios Lietuvos valstybés laiky bendruomeniy rys$j su konkreciomis laidojimo
vietomis. XII1-XIV a. Ryty Lietuvoje sudegintus mirusiuosius pradéta laidoti naujose
vietose. Ankstesniy laidojimo viety apleidimo ir naujy degintiniy kapinyny jrengimo
priezastys slypi to meto valstybés branduolyje vykusiuose pokyciuose. Atskiros,
daugiausiai misrios etninés ir konfesinés sudéties valstybés centruose gyvenancios arba
kitos  ryty slavy jtakg patekusios Ryty Lietuvos bendruomenés nedegintus mirusiuosius
laidojo jau laikotarpyje iki 1387 m. kriksto.

Kuriantis Lietuvos valstybei nyko balty genciy laidosenos skirtumai, jsitvirtino
atskiras kultlrines sritis apimantis ir etninius lietuvius vienijantis mirusiyjy deginimo

paprotys. Naujausi degintiniy kapinyny tyrin¢jimai Ryty Lietuvoje ir Siaurés vakary
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Baltarusijoje atskleidzia mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio svarbg etninéje Lietuvoje, nurodo
naujy tyrin€jimy kryptis ir biitinybe.

3. XII-XIV a. degintiniy kapinyny topografijoje akivaizdi gyvyjy ir mirusiyjy
erdvés atskirtis, ji pagrista senoves lietuviy pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratos vaizdiniais.
Viduramziy degintiniai kapinynai — tai vietos lygiu pavirSiumi, iSorés bruoZzais
primenancios daugelio kity laikotarpiy laidojimo vietas. Visoje kapinyny paplitimo
teritorijoje laidojama buvo dominuojanciose kalvose, nedidelése, nezZymiai iSkilusiose
kalvelése, plokstikalvése ir kySuliuose. Vidurio Lietuvos, Nemuno, Neries ir Nevézio
pakraniy bruozas — laidojimo vietos Zemuose upiy krantuose, jy sléniuose. Be to,
laidojama buvo net vandens telkiniuose, upiy arba ezery apsemiamose vietose. Biidinga
viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny aplinka — miskai, upés, ezZerai ir pelkés.

4. Plokstiniai degintiniai kapinynai yra pagrindinis laidojimo paminkly tipas
viduramziy Lietuvoje. Kapinyny plotas priklaus¢ nuo bendruomenés dydzio ir laidojimo
paminklo naudojimo trukmés. Mirusieji dazniausiai deginti atokiai nuo laidojimo viety,
kapinynams biidingos apeiginés duobés, Vidurio Lietuvai — | ir Il t-meciy sandiiroje
i§plites Zirgy aukojimo paprotys. Zirgy griau¢iai viduramziy degintiniuose kapinynuose
paprastai buvo uzkasami atskirai nuo sudeginty zmoniy kapy. Buvusioje Ryty Lietuvos
pilkapiy kultiiros teritorijoje aptinkama pavieniy j pilkapiy sampilus jkasty arba tarp
pilkapiy jrengty XIII a. degintiniy kapy. ISsamus pilkapiy aplinkos tyrinéjimai ateityje
suteiks daug vertingy duomeny apie Ryty Lietuvos pilkapiy kultiirg, ikivalstybinio ir
valstybés kiirimosi laikotarpio laidosena.

Individualtis XIII-XIV a. degintiniai kapai — tai didelés gilios kapy duobés arba
nedidelés, Zemes pavirSiuje iSkastos duobutés su Svariai 1§ lauzavietés iSrinktais kaulais,
degésiais, apdegusiy ir apsilydziusiy jkapiy fragmentais. Pirmojo tipo, vidutiniskai nuo
0,5 x 0,5 m iki 2 x 3 m dydzio, 0,3—1,5 m gylio kapy duobés, primenancios vélyvojo
gelezies amziaus degintinius kapus, budingos tik XIII a., o antrosios, 0,15 x 0,3 — 0,6 X
0,6 m dydzio, 0,1-0,3 m gylio duobutés yra rySkiausias viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny
bruozas. Siose kapy duobutése randama nuo keliy iki keliy $imty gramy degintiniy
kauly, nuo vieno iki penkiy skirtingy puody Sukiy (apie urnas jokiy patikimy duomeny
néra). Individualiy degintiniy kapy duobés kapinynuose iSsidésciusios be tvarkos, tarp

ikapiy kapuose iSdéstymo tvarkos taip pat nepastebéta.
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Kolektyviniai degintiniai kapai — degintiniy kauly, lauzavietés likuciy, perdegusiy
jkapiy fragmenty ir puody Sukiy kupinas sluoksnis — biidingas XIII-XIV a. Vidurio ir
Ryty Lietuvos (taip pat Siaurés vakary Baltarusijos) degintiniy kapinyny bruoZas.
Atskirai minétinos XIII a. kolektyviniy degintiniy kapy duobés, kurios siejamos su
kurSiy kariais raiteliais. Neatsiejama, Su pomirtinio pasaulio vaizdiniais susijusi
kolektyviniy degintiniy kapy ypatybé — tai sulankstytos, sulauzytos, j kelias dalis
sukapotos arba kitaip sugadintos jkapés, sudauzyti keramikos puodai ir sutrupinti
degintiniai kaulai, degintiniy kapy sluoksnyje vertikalioje padétyje esantys ginklai.

Naujausi viduramziy degintiniy kapy tyrinéjimai liudija apie kolektyvinio
laidojimo vandenyje paproti. Obeliy ezero, Marvelés, Bajory ir Semeniskiy kapinyny
tyrin¢jimai patvirtina, kad viduramziy Lietuvoje sudeginty mirusiyjy palaikai ; vanden]
buvo beriami ne tik XIV a., bet ir kurj laikg po 1387 m. krikSto. Tokia laidosena primena
Vilkmuizos eZero Latvijoje atvej], kartu tai — daugel; analogijy Piety ir Pietry€iy Azijoje
turintis laidojimo btidas.

5. Pirmg kartg statistinés analizés metodu iStyrus 96 uzdarus XIII-XIV a. degintiniy
kapy ikapiy komplektus, iSrySkéjo viduramziy degintiniy kapy radiniy horizontas.
Klasteriy ir korespondenciné analizé parodé dvi atskiras viduramziy degintiniy kapy
ikapiy grupes. Pirmajai priklauso iSimtinai XIII a. dirbiniy tipai: dalgiai, Suky formos
kabuciai-amuletai, sudétiniai kriitinés papuosalai, cilindrinés spynos ir raktai, svarstykliy
dalys, geriamyjy ragy apkalai, miniatitiriniai pentinai ir kt. Jie liudija apie Sio laikotarpio
ir vélyvojo gelezies amziaus jkapiy panasumus. Antroji, XIII-XIV a. radiniy grupé rodo,
kad Siuo laikotarpiu etningje Lietuvoje paplito nauji dirbiniy tipai, suvienodé¢jo
materialinés kultiiros bruozai, nusistovéjo vientisas viduramziy degintiniy kapy jkapiy
horizontas. Jam priklauso: jtveriamieji peiliai ornamentuotomis nugarélémis, skiltuvai,
ylos tordiruota vidurinigja dalimi, kirviai su atkraStémis ir statmenai nukirstais
aSmenimis, ietigaliai iStgstomis trikampémis plunksnomis, lanko stréliy antgaliai, Sarvy
dalys, nedidelés pasaginés segelés, apskritos lietos ir skardinés seges, apyrankées pintu ir
tordiruotu lankeliu, Ziedai pastorinta, vyta ir pinta priekine dalimi, skustuvai, simboliniai
raktai, piniginés apkalai, bangelémis ir lygiagreCiais grioveliais puoStos keramikos
Sukeés, pentinai smarkiai iSlenktais lankeliais su spygliu arba Zzvaigzdute, pentiny

tvirtinimo plokstelés, kamany apkalai ir daugelis kity dirbiniy tipy.
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6. Palaiky deginimo viduramziy Lietuvoje sampratg apibrézia balty religijoje ir
mitologijoje rySkéjantys senieji mirties bei pomirtinio gyvenimo sampratos vaizdiniai.
Ugnis iSlaisvina ir apvalo véle, paspartina jos atgimima, galiausiai nusako kelig |
mirusiyjy karalyste, kurios tapatinimg su ,,auk$tu kalneliu®, kaip pomirtinio pasaulio
vieta, pagrindzia viduramziy degintiniy kapinyny topografijos bruozai. Balty religijos ir
mitologijos tyrinéjimai atskleidzia ypatingg ugnies ir vandens — dviejy gamtos elementy
— saveika, todél mitinés vandens, kaip véliy buveinés ir tarpininko tarp gyvuyjy bel
mirusiyjy pasauliy, teikiamos reikSmés laikytinos pagrindine sudeginty mirusiyjy
laidojimo vandenyje prieZastimi.

Mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio jsitvirtinimas pagoniSkojoje Lietuvos valstybéje,
senyjy laidojimo paminkly apleidimas ir naujy degintiniy kapinyny atsiradimas jos
branduolyje — tai XIII a. jvykusios religinés reformos rezultatas. Reforma mena
valstybiniy kulto viety jsteigimas ir vyriausiyjy dievy panteonas, jos atgarsiy yra 1261
m. uzraSytame Sovijaus mite ir XVI a. | legending Lietuvos metrascio dalj (Bychovco
kronikg) jradytoje Sventaragio legendoje. Ir Sovijaus mite, ir Sventaragio legendoje
vaizduojama laidojimo paprociy kaita atspindi senovés lietuviy religijos pokycius ir
liudija apie iSskirting mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio reikSme. Butent siame religiniame
kontekste turi biiti matomi XIII-XIV a. degintiniai kapinynai.

Religiné reforma, mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio plétra ir jsivyravimas, vientiso
degintiniy kapy jkapiy horizonto kilmé yra susijusi su Lietuvos DidZiosios
Kunigaikstystés valdovo ir diduomenés pastangomis vienyti valstybe, jtvirtinti joje
valdzig. Etninéje Lietuvoje ir ypa¢ jos pakraSCiuose atlikdami karines uZzduotis,
palaikydami ir stiprindami didZiojo kunigaik$€io valdZig, lei¢iai tapo visuotinio
(,,valstybinio®) mirusiyjy deginimo paprocio skleid¢jais. XIII-XIV a. §io paprocio
laikési visy socialiniy sluoksniy, abiejy lyCiy ir amziaus grupiy atstovai. Su tam tikromis
iSlygomis (pavienés Ryty Lietuvos bendruomenés mirusiuosius laidojo griautiniu biidu),
mirusiyjy deginimas buvo skiriamasis XIV a. susidariusios lietuviy tautos bruozas, jy
tapatybés dalis. Lietuvos valstybés susidarymas ir tuo paciu metu jsivyraves mirusiyjy

deginimo paprotys yra vienas nuo kito neatsiejami istoriniai reiskiniai.
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