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INTRODUCTION

Triin Jerlei

Head of the Organising Committee

This symposium studies the ways design is organised and managed
with different political processes and policies, both in past and present.
Instead of focusing solely on the content of policies, politics and man-
agement, it attempts to create a wider debate within the framework of
culture, creativity and economy, connected to the analysis of objects.
The event looks at the impact that the specific policies and individuals,
organisations or institutions behind them have on existing design cul-
ture. In addition to the act of designing, the possible subjects include
policies shaping all stages in the life cycle of an object, for example pro-
motion, consumption, collecting objects or recycling them, as well as

positioning design in a wider political context.

The main questions are: how is design organised? By whom? Why? How
are/were policies created and mediated? How did/do they function in
real life? What is their legacy? A special focus is on the product of poli-
cies, design identity on various levels. How and by whom it has been
shaped? How has design been used in shaping regional politics? How
have politics shaped design? How to position the role of design within
the wider systems of creative economies? How have politics influenced

style?
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Guy Julier is Professor of Design Leadership and Head of Research in
the Dept. of Design at Aalto University, Finland where he works with re-
searchers and students to investigate post-capitalist and hybrid design
practices and possibilities. In 2019 he was Commissioner of ‘Everyday
Experiments’, the Finnish Pavilion for the XXII Triennale di Milano, an
exhibition highlighting institutions and communities who explore new
configurations of sustainability and equality. His most recent book,
Economies of Design (2017), provides an analysis of the multiple roles
of design in the contexts of contemporary, neoliberal orthodoxies and
beyond. Other books include The Culture of Design (3rd revised edition
2014), the Thames & Hudson Dictionary of Design since 1900 (3rd re-
vised edition 2005) and New Spanish Design (1991). Guy Julier is also
a co-editor of Design and Creativity: Policy, Management and Practice
(2009) and Design Culture: Objects and Approaches (2019). Before mov-
ing to Finland in 2018, he was the Victoria and Albert Museum/Univer-

sity of Brighton Principal Research Fellow in Contemporary Design.

Javier Gimeno-Martinez is Assistant Professor at the Vrije University
Amsterdam where he runs the MA in Design Cultures. He is a researcher
and a member of the International Committee for Design History and
Design Studies (ICDHS). He got his PhD in 2006 from the KU Leuven,
was a visiting scholar in the department of Design History at the Royal
College of Art for the year 2009-2010 and a member of the editorial
board of the Journal of Design History between 2008 and 2012. His re-
search has been published in academicjournals such as The Burlington
Magazine,Design Issues and Urban Studies. He is author of the book De-
sign and National Identity (Bloomsbury Academic, 2016).
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SESSION 1.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Nicola Belli. | am currently a PhD student in History and Theory of Arts at the Kaunas
University of Technology (KTU). My main research interests are: history of Soviet ar-
chitecture and urban planning in the Baltic republics, with a focus on Lithuania, and
history of post-war modern architecture in Europe.

Dr. Lijana Nataleviciené is a senior researcher at the Lithuanian Culture Research
Institute in Vilnius. Her studies concentrate on historical and modern Lithuanian
applied arts and design as well as Lithuanian fine crafts of the 20th century. She has

published articles on Lithuanian applied arts, textiles, and ethnic crafts.



INTER-BLOC MODERNISM: STATE AND
ARCHITECTURE IN POST-WAR EUROPE
Nicola Belli

Kaunas University of Technology

The work aims at presenting post-WWII modern mass housing as a ‘European’ phe-
nomenon, which resulted from a convergence of trends that went beyond the typical
distinction between the Western and the Eastern bloc. Despite the division of the Iron
Curtain and obvious socio-political differences, after the Second World War, Europe had
to face similar challenges in the field of urban planning. The continent experienced an
overall improvement in economic conditions that fostered deep and unprecedented
social change. Phenomena such as economic development, demographic growth and
population movements encouraged a new and massive wave of urbanization in Europe,

which increased the demand for housing.

Modernist planning became a crucial tool for overcoming the challenging post-war situ-
ation. Modernist ideas were characterised by the attempt to reshape society and by the
promise of planningits future; in fields of architecture and planning, theoretical principles
were translated into attempts to build districts with good living standards for the masses.
Furthermore, mass housing took the greatest part in socialist and welfare-state efforts to
physically and discursively create a modern urban population. At the time of construction,
mass housing estates were positively evaluated and brought about positive expectations,
both in relation to physical environment and social dimension. Such conditions made
mass housing perhaps the most representative architectural feature of its era. During
the presentation representative cases from the former Eastern and Western Europe will

be introduced and analysed.

14



FROM MARGINIAI COOPERATIVE TO THE DAILE MANUFACTORY: THE
ROLE OF ETHNIC DESIGN IN THE SYSTEM OF STATE IDEOLOGY
Lijana Nataleviciené

Lithuanian Culture Research Institute

The paper discusses the phenomenon of the cooperative Marginiai that existed from 1930
to 1941 in Kaunas, and its later structural transformations influenced by German (during
the WWII) and Soviet regimes. The cooperative Marginiai was the first company in Lithu-
ania to undertake mass production of vernacular items and souvenirs, i. e. interpreting the
forms, subjects, and techniques of traditional Lithuanian peasant artefacts. However, in
1941, during the first Soviet occupation, Marginiai was reorganised into the cooperative
Dailé (Art) following the Soviet example. This cooperative, with its headquarters in Kaunas,
continued to operate under the German occupation from 1941 to 1944, and in 1945, when
Lithuania was reoccupied by the Soviets, it was transformed into a production unit of the
Lithuanian Division of the USSR Art Fund, with the same name Dailé, and a great amount

of manufactories.

The manufactories Dailé fed hundreds of artists during the Soviet period. They worked
on orders for interior decoration and public spaces and developed standard models for a
series of vernacular articles. Their popularity was based on an ideological sound and the
established connection with the national identity during the Soviet regime. Dailé manu-
factories collapsed after the restoration of independence. Only separate units of this large

organisation survived by finding a place in a new political and cultural system.

The aim of this report is to find out the relation between national style design and the politi-
cal regime, and how ethnic design serves to different political systems. Why national style
artefacts were so popularin Lithuania of the inter-war period, as well as in Soviet Lithuania?
What is the role of ethnic style artefacts in the political regimes - practical benefits, search

for national identity or a tool for propaganda?
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Iria Sudrez is a design historian and multidisciplinary designer who
has recently graduated from the MA History of Design at the Royal
College of Art and Victoria & Albert Museum, London. Her research
aims to stimulate an interdisciplinary conversation between medi-
cal, architectural, social and cultural history that can be applied
across the broader study of the material culture of children and
childhood.

Dr Marie McLoughlin is a Senior Lecturer at the University of Brigh-
ton, UK. Her MA was on the British Utility scheme and her PhD on
Fashion Design Education in the UK. She is the co-editor, with Profes-
sor Lou Taylor, of the forthcoming Bloomsbury Academic book Paris
Fashion and World War 2. Global Diffusion and Nazi Control.

Jesse O’Neill is a Lecturer at the Glasgow School of Art’s Singapore
campus. He received his PhD for research on the print cultures

of colonial Australia, and his current work concentrates on the
development of design and lifestyle in the British colonial centres of
Southeast Asia.

Erica Morawski is Assistant Professor of Design History at Pratt
Institute. She received her doctorate from the University of Illinois-
Chicago. Her scholarship considers how design mediates relation-
ships between state and populace through approaches that seek

to privilege underrepresented histories. She primarily works on the
Hispanic Caribbean within a global context.

Katarina Serulus defended in 2016 her PhD thesis at the University
of Antwerp entitled Design & Politics: The Public Promotion of In-
dustrial Design in Postwar Belgium (1950-1986). Her thesis was pub-
lished as a book by Leuven University Press in 2018. As a research
fellow she is affiliated to the Architecture, Interiority, Inhabitation

(A21) research group at the KU Leuven Department of Architecture.



ABETTER CHILDHOOD FORALL CHILDREN: DESIGNING THE
MODERN SPACE FOR SICK CHILDREN IN EAST LONDON, 1850-1900
Iria Sudrez Martinez

Royal College of Art

This dissertation investigates the socio-cultural, economic, political and technological
circumstances that stimulated the burgeoning of children’s hospitals in the East End of
London, between 1850 and 1900. The campaigning by social reformers, as well as profes-
sionals from different disciplines, led to the creation of a space that fulfilled the function
of decreasing infant mortality. Pursuing the core research question of what the relation-
ship was between the founders, the designers and the users of children’s hospitals, this
research investigates the foundation of two children’s hospitals that emerged in the most
deprived area of London during the second half of the nineteenth century, the North-East-
ern Hospital for Children and the East London Hospital for Children. These two pioneer-
ing institutions foreshadowed the idiosyncrasies of modern hospitals, where the cure and
treatment of sick children takes place, and where medical training and research is devel-
oped. They witnessed the emergence of a more analytical design philosophy, which was
applied to designing a purpose-built building where the rationale of its distribution and
the innovation of its materials served a function. A new sterilised space was prescribed
by the design research of professionals in architecture and medicine, and it was applied
to create a simple and efficient child-centred space. However, these places were as much
a medical enterprise as a social one, combating illnesses as much as poverty. Although
both of the institutions were set up by medical experts, the fundamental problem that
they were addressing was the disease of pauperism. As social reformers, their founders
were catalysing both the material production of space and a structural change in insti-

tutional ideology that promoted a more holistic understanding of childhood wellbeing.
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PARIS FASHION AND BRITAIN’S WARTIME GOVERNMENT
Marie McLoughlin
University of Brighton

This paper explores the contrasting forces of strict government controls and elite Paris
fashion that helped shape British fashion in 1942 and continue to impact on the UK cloth-
ing industry. When most of mainland Europe had been occupied by Nazi Germany and the
threat of invasion was very real, the British government sought to reduce all consumption
of materials and labour that might help the war effort. Clothes rationing was reluctantly
introduced in June 1941, eighteen months after the introduction of food rationing. Clothing
consumption required more nuanced controls than food as the impact of the manufactur-
ing processes, ranging from hand-made to mass production, and quality of materials, from

silk to rayon, could vary very dramatically.

Avyear before the introduction of clothing rationing France had fallen to the invading Nazi
forces. Several Paris couturiers, including the Englishman Molyneux, whose house was one
of the most successful, came to Britain. This group, together with London couturiers, many
of whom represented Paris houses, offered to help the Board of Trade. This resulted in the
curious spectacle of the Board of Trade promoting an egalitarian British style, exemplified
by the Utility scheme, whilst also commending Paris design even though Paris was behind
enemy lines. So successful was the reorganisation of the clothing industry that in January
1944 the Minister of Supply asked how Britain could take over the French clothing industry
after the D-Day landings. The Board of Education’s recommendation to invest in design

education paid dividends, albeit a generation later.
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THE DESIRE FOR DESIGN IN 1960S SINGAPORE
Jesse O’Neill
The Glasgow School of Art

In the 1950s, the island of Singapore was a British Crown Colony. As colonial administra-
tors began their plans to unify and decolonize their territories in Southeast Asia, they
recognised a potential problem with Singapore’s economy. Although it was the richest
city in the region, Singapore’s wealth was almost entirely built on trade; should this trade
have receded or shifted elsewhere it would spell disaster. Therefore, beginning in the
1950s and continuing throughout the 1960s, a policy was implemented to diversify the
Singaporean economy by establishing local manufacturing industries. These eventually
led to new industrial settlements on the island and introduction of new types of urban-

ized work.

This paper charts the Singaporean government’s efforts to remake their economic future
during the same period in which they traversed the processes of decolonization. Drawing
from political speeches, newspapers, government reports and promotional grey litera-
ture, the paper looks at the ways in which the state expressed its ambitions regarding
industry, technical training, design and product development. This focuses attention
on the period after the Industrial Promotion Board’s founding in 1957, and follows the
subsequent development of polytechnic education in architecture and engineering, the
Industrial Research Unit, the Jurong Town Corporation and the Product and Design Cen-
tre. The material demonstrates the country’s first efforts to organize and promote ideas
about design as a means of strengthening the economy, as well as its internal strategies
to create a manufacturing workforce that could engage with globalized industrial product
design. Through this, the paper addresses a significant example of mid-twentieth century

industrialization in the postcolonial world.
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LOCATING INDUSTRIAL DESIGN IN CASTRO’S CUBA: A DIFFERENT
TYPE OF INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Erica Morawski

Pratt Institute

In 1967, Fidel Castro called for the construction of 100,000 houses per year, largely through
mass-produced architecture, and the production of the necessary attendant furniture. This
was to be funded by the 1970 Zafra de los Diez Millones, a campaign for a ten-million-ton
sugar harvest that was itself dependent on advanced industrial sugar production. For
revolutionary leaders, industrialization was to be fundamental to successful programs for
universal housing, education, alimentation and healthcare. As this research elucidates,

the government employed industrial design as a symbol for the industrialization of Cuba.

This paper employs the furniture design created for this housing campaign as a case study
thatillustrates the role of industrial design within the Cuban revolution. This furniture proj-
ect was charged to the Ministry of Light Industry, the state branch dedicated to industrial
design. An examination of the furniture reveals a negotiation between the government—and
its policies and ideologies—and the designers working in the ministry. As state employees,
designers navigated a conflicted terrain that was at once liberating and restrictive. For ex-
ample, the revolutionary climate allowed for a radical re-envisioning of a more democratic
design, which the designers expressed through such features as flat-pack design in the case
of this furniture project. However, limitations, such as the government directive to use cane
bagasse particleboard, stifled aspirations for more sustainable material sourcing. Through
this furniture project, this research defines the contours of industrial design in revolutionary

Cuba, and, more broadly, delineates the complexity of state-driven design policy.
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C’EST BELGE, CA? DESIGN POLICIES IN BELGIUM IN THE 1970s
Katarina Serulus

Architecture Institute Flanders

Against the backdrop of the European liberalization and the Cold War tensions, industrial
design was endorsed by the Belgian government in the 1950s to stimulate the national
economy and as an instrument of modernization. The alliance between politics and de-
sign received new impetus in 1962 when a Design Centre was established that had to add
prestige to the Belgian products in foreign markets. Under direction of its director Josine
des Cressonniéres, the Design Centre crafted in the 1960s an exclusive modernist “Made

in Belgium” style that was internationalist in orientation.

This paper examines how the Design Centre continued to forge a link between the Belgian
territory and design in the 1970s while the varnish of the Belgian unitary state started
cracking and federalization was on its way. The growing regional tensions at the end of
the 1960s between the French-speaking and Dutch-speaking communities in Belgium
hindered the regional dissemination of this “national” design doctrine. Around the same
time, the “good” design legacy was questioned by the introduction of new activist and
environmental design paradigms. The paper will look how the Design Centre coped with
these disciplinary changes and political disruptions by analyzing archival material on the
changing status of crafts in its policies, the inclusion of new topics related to the “environ-

ment” and the establishment of a design policy at state level.
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THE COSTUMER AS HISTORIAN: INTERPRETING AND EMBODYING
THE PAST THROUGH HISTORICAL COSTUME.
Sarah-Mary Geissler
University of Brighton

Embodying history or trivialising it? Dress is an immediate empathetic device; it sets a
scene and establishes time. Historical costume can therefore be relatable, understand-
able, and accessible to the general public in a way that much of history is not, though
associations with child’s play, along with denigration of dressmaking as feminine and
trivial, have kept historical costume from contemporary discussions of scholarship. |
argue that historical costuming deserves to be explored for its unique potential within

the heritage sector, and put forward the costumer’s overlooked role as historian.

Adapted from a larger case study of costume at Beamish, the Living Museum of the
North, this paper focuses upon the development of their on-site costume department.
Ahierarchical view of the constitution of knowledge has relegated sites such as Beamish
Museum to mere places of pleasure, highlighting a gulf between academic scholars
and non-professional historians. By investigating the forty-year history of costume at
Beamish it is possible to trace the costumer’s contributions to historical knowledge of

working people in North East England.

Surviving examples of historic dress often reflects affluent fashions of the upper-
classes, and thus do not reflect the industrial and working-class focus of Beamish, thus
a facsimile is required. Costumers root their designs in primary evidence; oral histories,
photographs, diaries. Anachronisms are unavoidable due to budgets, the wearer’s
physical requirements and lack of suitable materials, though embodiment through
costume allows for a nuanced engagement with the past for visitors and staff alike,

literally bringing the past to life.
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HANGING THREADS: THE QUESTION OF GENDER, ART, AND CRAFT IN
REBECCA CROMPTON’S EMBROIDERY
Courtney Schum

University of Bristol

My paper explores the interwar embroidery work of British artist Rebecca Crompton (1895-
1947). Her oeuvre serves as a case study to open a discussion about the historical divide
between art, design, and craft, and the gendered implications which cleave it. Despite the
entrenched connection between Crompton’s chosen medium and domestic craft, Cromp-
ton self-identified as a fine artist as much as an embroiderer, and her work demonstrates
an awareness of major contemporary trends in art and design. Yet it rarely appeared in
academia or exhibitions of modernists using more conventional media. During Crompton’s
lifetime, she predominantly exhibited with other textile and needlework practitioners,

themselves predominantly women.

When compared to my current doctoral study, which explores the social democratic char-
acter of architecture and design in 20th-century Denmark, the deviation in Crompton’s
practiceis clear. She espoused technical freedom and individualistic creativity through her
textile teaching at the Croydon School of Art. The self was rarely the focus of meticulous
and functional Scandinavian craft and building industries, which were framed as serving

a collective, egalitarian society.

She wrote of her work with manifesto-like language, a method of self-mythologising so
common amongst her male contemporaries, in 1936’s Modern Design in Embroidery. Us-
ing Crompton’s own publication, documents from her exhibition history, current museum
holdings of her work, and information on her teaching style lifted from the archive of her
best-known student Beryl Dean, | present Crompton’s work as a demonstration of the
possibility for wider, more interdisciplinary and inclusive curation, critique, and education

practices which reflect the texture of 20th-century art, design, and craft.
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SESSION 4.

NEW APPROACHES IN
CREATIVE
INDUSTRIES

Huriye Armagan Dogan. Junior researcher and PhD Candidate at the Institute of
Architecture and Construction of Kaunas University of Technology. Received Bachelor’s
degree in Architecture in 2008 and Master’s degree in Restoration and Conservation of
Cultural Heritage in 2011. Her research interests are adaptive re-use, preservation, early
20th century architecture and cultural memory.

Dr Keneilwe Munyai is a programme manager at the Hasso Plattner School of Design
Thinking at the University of Cape Town (d-school). Her work at the d-school involves
designing and running programmes in design thinking’s human-centred approach to
innovation for university students and professionals in the public, private and develop-
ment sectors.

Suzanna Térnroth is a PhD student in Architecture at Luled University of Technol-

ogy (LTU) in Sweden. She has a B.Sc. in Sociology from Lund University, and a M.Sc. in
Climate-Sensitive Urban Planning from LTU. She has also worked as an urban planner in

Singapore, Dubai and Sweden.



ORNAMENTS IN ARCHITECTURE
Huriye Armagan Dogan

Kaunas University of Technology

This research focuses on the usage of the ornaments in the Kaunas dialect of the Modern
Movement, and analysis the impact of ornament on people’s perception. Ornaments in
architecture have various functions, and they contain different aesthetical, and utilitarian
meanings which are occasionally related to the cultural memory and identity of people.
However, when the Modern Movement started to be seen in the architectural sphere, the
usage of ornaments on the facade of the buildings started to decrease, and the topic of

ornament took a prominent place in the discourse of the Modern Movement.

One of the reasons why the Modern Movement was against the usage of ornament was
related with the eclectic expression of the ornaments at the time, which was not reflect-
ing the society it was in, and it was seen as non-functional parts of the design without a
meaning. However, even though the usage of ornament might be possibly seen as just a
decorative element on the facades which does not have any functionality, it adds social,
cultural, and economic status to the constructions. Furthermore, it gives meaning to the
buildings by generating personalisation and uniqueness, and also it affects people’s per-

ception in their evaluation of the structures as cultural heritage.
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AN AFRICAN APPROACH TO CREATING CHANGE USING THE HUMAN-CENTRED
APPROACH
Keneilwe Munyai

University of Cape Town

Design as a discipline is evolving and its role in society is becoming more prominent. The
global North design is seen as playing a strategic role in society, while the global South
design is still seen as mainly about materials and aesthetics. Nevertheless, there is also
a growing interest in finding solutions to complex challenges that society faces and the
design is slowly starting to be recognized as a valuable discipline for ensuring new ways
of working and tools to complex problems. For the past 3 years organisations on the Af-
rican continent have been applying the human-centred approach to complex problems.
The approach is contributing to more than just business-related challenges and has been
extended to develop more inclusive strategies using design tools within organisations.
The human-centred approach adds immense value to creating a collaborative working
environment and ensures that all the stakeholders that are part of the organization are
included in ensuring co-crafting the strategy of helping to deliver products and services.
This approach has made design more accessible. Most importantly it is slowly shifting
perspectives on the value of design on the continent. In this paper | will discuss a case of a
specific organization that used human-centred approach to change ways of working and

create a culture shift from an African perspective.
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CO-DESIGN IN NEIGHBOURHOOD SOLAR ENERGY AESTHETICS: A
PARTICIPATORY APPROACH TO THE DESIGN OF PUBLIC SPACES.
Suzanna Térnroth

Luled University of Technology

Up to and including 2018, there has been dominant focus on the rhetoric of renewable energy
in Europe, due to - and not limited to - the extensive roll-out of regional policy frameworks
outlining the transition to renewable energy sources (RES), such as the EU Roadmap 2050.
The current energy discourse has seen the conceptualisation of the energy transition as
a social phenomenon, as opposed to a purely technological one. In light of this, research
has indicated a need for more bottom-up approaches that engage the public in the local
neighbourhood energy transition, calling for more proactive “prosumption” and less
organisation-centricity in electricity production. Understanding and raising community
acceptance in neighbourhoods with small-scale energy production has been discovered
to play a role in facilitating these bottom-up approaches, however, such research in this

arena remains lacking for the context of small-scale, distributed photovoltaics (PVs).

Following this lead, this research intends to fill a knowledge gap in the current energy
discourse by exploring how the public engages with the issue of “energy”, and if creative
forms of participation in the urban planning process is able to facilitate the discussion and
interaction of the public with the issue of small-scale, distributed PV environment. Through
a case study that is mobilised in the test bed city of Luled, Sweden, a series of workshops
targeting different social groups seeks to evaluate perceptions and impacts of democratic

and highly creative forms of participation in the design of a distributed PV environment.
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SESSION 5.

Enya Moore is a PhD candidate at University of
Technology, Sydney (UTS). Her current research
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Asia Pacific Region. Her writing has been pub-
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Moore is a tutor in design history in the Bachelor
of Design at UTS.

Elise Hodson is a Post-doctoral Researcher in
Design Economies at Aalto University. She holds
a PhD in Communication and Culture from York
University (Toronto), where she studied distrib-
uted authorship in the globalization of product
design. She is the former Chair of the School of
Design at George Brown College and Director of

Exhibitions at the Design Exchange.
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CREATIVE EXCHANGE: TRANSNATIONAL NETWORKS AND
CONTEMPORARY DESIGN EVENTS
Enya Moore
University of Technology Sydney

In recent years contemporary design events have transitioned from bounded sites to new
forms of transient spaces and experiences. National ‘showcases’, and industrial trade fairs
transformed into knowledge arenas embedded in networks both concrete and virtual.
While its predecessors took place within confined environments such as events centres
or ‘expo’ sites, contemporary design events sprawl across the city. The rise in popularity
of design events worldwide has resulted in a vast transnational network of places, actors
and organisations, whose role rests in ‘activating’ the city for new audiences. At these
events, dominant discourses of creativity and innovation, demonstrate ways in which

design culture is being shaped, by who and for what purpose.

This paper looks at design events with a focus on creative economies in the Asia Pacific
region. Here the growing role of design within urban, economic and political trajectories
is considered within the geo-politics of a rapidly transforming region. | seek a more nu-
anced understanding of the exchanges occurring between social actors that goes beyond
the ‘duality of state and non-state’ and focus instead on the vast networks of global cities
(Exernova 2017; Sassen 2002). Selecting a series of rich examples drawn from places such
as Shenzhen (China) and Geelong (Australia), this paper examines emergent transna-
tional networks of contemporary design events through visual ethnography, participant
observation and interviews. How do design events relate to wider social, economic and
political shifts and the global/regional/local exchanges occurring in a dynamic and volatile

geo-political environment?
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BEYOND ‘MADE IN’ - PRODUCT DESIGN AND THE GLOBAL
FRAGMENTATION OF PRODUCTION
Elise Hodson

Aalto University

In 2011 President Obama asked Steve Jobs what was preventing Apple from manufactur-
ing in the US. The CEO’s reply, that “those jobs aren’t coming back,” pointed to a debate
about the value of offshore factories and the resources they offer, including labour that
is not only cheaper but also more skilled, and an infrastructure for manufacturing that
would be difficult to recreate in North America (Duhigg and Bradsher, New York Times,
2012). ‘Madein’ labels belie the complexity of global production. To address this, the World
Trade Organization’s ‘Made in the World Initiative’ traces value added in global commodity
chains to determine the diverse origins of inputs like raw materials and labour, and now

services and innovation (WTO, 2011).

Globalized trade may be taken for granted today, but economists observe that the global
fragmentation of production is only just beginning (Gasiorek and Lopez-Gonzalez, 2013).
Where does this leave the creative labour of design? Can product design authorship be
traced to one country, brand or person? Through the study of one object -- boots advertised
asdesigned and made in Canada -- this paper examines the influence of international trade
and immigration policy on the design of everyday, mass-produced consumer goods. It
looks at the global sourcing of components, materials, labour and expertise and how this
mode of assembly affects the design process and final product. The case study further
examines how governments facilitate and manufacturers exploit global trade at the same
time that they conceal their global networks through the fetishism of national and local

production and creativity.
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