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Audroné JUODAITYTE

Siauliy universitetas

NAUJI DISERTACINIAI
TYRIMAI: STUDIJU PROCESAS
IR UGDYMO SISTEMU KAITA
AUKSTOJOJE MOKYKLOJE

R. Bubnio disertaciniame tyrime ,,Reflektyvus
mokymasis kaip edukacinis fenomenas ugdant spe-
cialiuosius pedagogus aukstojoje mokykloje“ ana-
lizuojamas vienas studijy aukstojoje mokykloje edu-
kacinio virsmo reiskiniy — refleksyvusis (patirtinis)
studenty mokymasis. Tiriama jo raiSka ugdant spe-
cialivosius pedagogus, kuriy profesiniame rengime ir
studijose minétasis fenomenas yra ypac svarbus. Todeél
disertacinis tyrimas yra ne tik itin $iuolaikiskas, bet ir
skatina mokslini smalsuma, yra patrauklus ugdymo fi-
losofijoje iSprususiam skaitytojui.

Kokybinio-kiekybinio tyrimo metodologijos pa-
grindimas demonstruoja, jog autorius yra kompetentin-
gas Siuolaikinis tyréjas, gebantis taikyti abi minétasias
tyrimo rusis. Kiekybinio ir kokybinio tyrimo duomeny
analiz¢ atlikta profesionaliai ir taip pat liudija R. Bu-
bnio ne tik kaip tyréjo empiriko, bet ir tyréjo teoretiko
kompetencijy raiska. Turint omenyje, jog viename di-
sertaciniame tyrime taikyti kokybini ir kiekybinj tyri-
ma yra gana sudétinga (dél skirtingos juy filosofijos bei
mokslinés kalbos), nes vienu metu tenka taikyti inter-
pretuojanciosios, kitu atveju — jrodanciosios filosofijos
metodus. Taciau R. Bubniui pavyko iveikti §i sunku-
ma. Sékminga Siy dviejy tyrimo metodologijy (ko-
kybinio ir kiekybinio) taikyma lémé R. Bubnio, kaip
tyréjo, asmenybé. Jis priklauso tai tyréjy grupei, kuri
nevengia dar neiSbandyty tyrimo metody ir sudétingy
metodologiju. Manau, jog biitent tokio tipo tyréjams
priklauso tyréjo — lyderio ateitis.

Disertacinio tyrimo aktualumas yra grindziamas
reflektyvaus mokymosi aukstojoje mokykloje batinu-
mu, studento, déstytojo naujais vaidmenimis, Europos
aukstaji moksla reglamentuojanciais dokumentais ir
kt. ISrySkinamos specialiojo pedagogo rengimo per-
tvarkos kryptys Lietuvoje ir uzsienyje, demonstruo-

Siauliai University

NEW DISSERTATION
RESEARCHES: THE PROCESS
OF STUDIES AND THE CHANGE
OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS AT
THE HIGHER EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTION

R.Bubnys’ dissertation research “Reflective Learn-
ing as an Educational Phenomenon, Training Spe-
cial Educators at the Higher Educational Institu-
tion” deals with one of the phenomena of educational
change in the studies at the higher educational institu-
tion — reflexive (experiential) students’ learning. Its
manifestation, training special educators, is investi-
gated. The dissertation research is both contemporary
and promoting scientific curiosity, is attractive for the
reader read in educational philosophy.

Substantiation of qualitative-quantitative research
methodology demonstrates that the author is a compe-
tent contemporary researcher. Data analysis of quali-
tative and quantitative research has been carried out
professionally and also attests the competencies of
R.Bubnys both as a researcher-empiricist and as a re-
searcher-theoretician. One has to bear in mind that it is
particularly complicated to apply qualitative and quan-
titative research in one dissertation research (due to
their different philosophies and scientific language),
because simultaneously interpretative and in the other
case evidentiary philosophy methods must be applied.
Successful application of these two research method-
ologies (qualitative and quantitative) was conditioned
by R. Bubnys’ as the researcher’s personality, which
does not avoid untried research methods and com-
plicated methodologies. I think that the future of the
researcher-leader belongs namely to such type of re-
searchers.

The relevance of the dissertation research is
grounded on the necessity of reflective learning at the
higher educational institution, the student’s and the lec-
turer’s roles, and the documents regulating European
higher education, etc. The relevance manifests itself by
highlighting the trends of the reform of training spe-
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jami jvyke pokyciai, kuriuos lémé situacija, kai
specialusis ugdymas tapo sudedamaja bendrojo, soci-
alinio ugdymo dalimi ir Lietuvoje i§ esmés pasikeité
Sios specialybés rengimo statusas bei specialisto kom-
petencijos. Reflektyvus mokymasis siejamas su auks-
tojo mokslo naujaja edukacinio virsmo paradigma, t. y.
orientavimasis | mokymasi, o ne { mokyma. Skiriama
démesio specialiojo ugdymo statusui edukologijoje,
jo metodologinei paradigmai, nes tai sudaro teorinius
specialiojo pedagogo rengimo pagrindus, salygojan-
¢ius studijy specifika ir specialisto profesines kompe-
tencijas. Todél vienas probleminiy disertacinio tyrimo
klausimy yra tokio pobiidzio: kokius reflektavimo me-
todus studentai naudoja savo teorinése ir praktinése
studijose?

Tyrimo rezultaty aprobavimas ir sklaida vyko in-
tensyviai: disertacijos teoriniy ir empiriniy idéjuy bei
rezultaty pagrindu autorius publikavo penkis mokslo
straipsnius, dalyvavo rengiant mokslinius parnesimus
ir juos skaité aStuoniose tarptautinése konferencijo-
se. Déstytojams bei doktorantams jis vedé seminarus
apie reflektyvaus mokymo metodo taikyma aukstojo
mokslo studijose. Ypac reik§mingas seminaras ,,Meto-
dologiniai sprendimai vykdant fenomenologinés her-
meneutikos tyrima: refleksija apie daktaro disertacijos
empirinés dalies rengimo kliuvinius ir teigiamybes*,
skaitytas projekto ERASMUS MOD projekto pagrin-
du. Tuo jis uzpildé dar vieng spraga Siuolaikiniuose
edukologijos disertaciniuose tyrimuose, nes atliko
daktaro disertacijy rengimo proceso refleksijos tyrima.
Autorius profesionaliai i$analizavo tiek uzsienio, tick
Lietuvos mokslininky darbus. Literatiiros sarasas yra
itin ispuidingas — 376 pozicijos (lietuviy, rusy, angly,
vokie¢iy kalbomis). Autoriaus sukurtas ir aprobuotas
reflektyvaus mokymosi modelis yra orientuotas i spe-
cialiyjy pedagogu universitetiniy studijy ir rengimo
procesa, bet turi ir universalumo pobudj — jis gali
biiti taikomas rengiant ne tik specialiuosius, bet ir ki-
tokio pobudzio pedagogus.

Rimos Jasnauskaités atliktas disertacinis tyrimas
tema ,,Kolegijos studenty inZinerijos angly kalbos
funkciniy gebéjimy ugdymo(-si) sistemos modelia-
vimas‘ atliepia niidienos aukstojo mokslo ir profesi-
nio rengimo pertvarka, taip pat tokios srities specia-
listy, kaip technologijos (inzinerija), studiju kokybés
gerinimo perspektyva. Biitent $ios srities specialisty
(inzinieriy) uzsienio kalbos (angly) praktiniy gebéji-
my ugdymas uZztikrins jiems biitinas kompetencijas,
priimant profesinés, vadybinés reiksmés sprendimus ir
atvers naujas komunikavimo bei tarptautinio bendra-
darbiavimo galimybes. Tuo neabejotinai bus nulemta

cial educators in Lithuania and abroad, demonstrating
the changes that have been determined by the situation
that special education turned into a composite part of
general, social education and that the status of train-
ing such specialists and the specialist’s competencies
in Lithuania have changed fundamentally. Attention is
being focused on the status of special education in
educations studies, on its methodological paradigm
because this constitutes methodological foundations
of training special educators that determine the specifi-
city of studies and the specialist’s professional com-
petencies. Therefore, one of the problem-orientated
issues of the dissertation research is of the following
type: what reflection methods do students use in their
theoretical and practical studies?

Approval and dissemination of research results
was intensive: based on theoretical and empirical ide-
as and results of the dissertation, the author published
five scientific articles, participated in the preparation
of research papers and read them at eight international
conferences. He conducted seminars on application of
reflective teaching method for lecturers and doctoral
students for solving problems during higher educa-
tion studies. A particularly significant seminar “Meth-
odological Decisions, Conducting the Research into
Phenomenological Hermeneutics: Reflection on Hin-
drances and Benefits of the Preparation of the Empiri-
cal Part of the Doctoral Thesis”, was read as part of
the project ERASMUS MOD. The author has profes-
sionally analysed researchers’ works carried out both
in Lithuania and abroad. The list of references is im-
pressive — it contains 376 positions (in the Lithuanian,
Russian, English, German languages). The author’s
created and approved model of reflective learning is
orientated to the process of special educators’ univer-
sity studies and their training but in addition to that it
also possesses universal character — it can be applied
training not only special educators but other type edu-
cators as well.

Rima Jasnauskaité’s dissertation research on
“Modelling of the System of (Self-)development of
College Students’ Engineering English Language
Functional Abilities” responds to the today’s reform
in higher education and professional training as well
as the perspective of improving the quality of technol-
ogy (engineering) studies. The development of foreign
language (English) practical abilities of the special-
ists of this particular area (engineers) will ensure the
competencies necessary for them making professional,
managerial decisions and will open new communica-
tion and international cooperation opportunities.
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studijy kokybé kolegijose, nes pagrindiniu jos krite-
rijumi taps studenty kompetencijy sistema ir studiju
procesas, orientuotas i pastaryjy sisteminj ugdyma.

Tyrimas yra grindziamas paradigminiu mastymu.
Jame akcentuojamos edukologijos teorijoje ir ugdymo
praktikoje sukurtosios teorinés-empirinés zinios. Ju
pagrindu ir yra parengta disertacinio tyrimo tiek teori-
né, tiek empiriné dalys.

Itin sudétinga ir empirinio tyrimo metodologija,
nes autor¢ taiké ir kokybini, ir kiekybinj tyrima bei
sukiiré tyrimo dizaing, atitinkantj $iy tyrimu taikymo
paskirtj bei kultiira.

Kadangi tyrimo problema yra itin specifikuota
(orientuota { tam tikros, konkrecCios srities specialis-
ty studijy procesa aukstojoje mokykloje), be to, kon-
krecios uzsienio kalbos (angly), konkrecios jos srities
(specialybinés angly kalbos), konkrecius gebéjimus
(specialybin¢ angly kalba), todél autorei teko diserta-
cinj tyrima atlikti itin sudétingy tarpusavyje persi-
dengiandiy ir persipinanciy rySiy sistemoje. Taciau
R. Jasnauskaité pademonstravo Siuolaikinei moks-
lininkei tyréjai biitinas kompetencijas ir nepasimete
skirtingy ryS$iy sistemoje, o prieSingai — atskleidé juos
giluminiu, interpretaciniu, o ne faktologiniu, konsu-
meriniu pagrindu.

Kita sudétinga R. Jasnauskaités disertacinio tyri-
mo problema taip pat yra metodologinio pobtdzio.
Tyrimas yra tarpSakinis, nes apima edukologijos,
sociologijos, filosofijos, psichologijos ir net filologi-
jos (kalbotyros) zinias. Todél tyréjui tenka apsispresti
dél prioritety vienos ar kitos mokslo Sakos Zinioms ir
gebéti jas tarpusavyje derinti, iSrySkinant edukologi-
jos mokslui ir studijy praktikai reikSmingas Zinias.
Taigi, tuomet biitina kurti naujas, o ne tik naudotis jau
esamomis edukologijos moksle Ziniomis ir nagrinéti
tuos profesinio rengimo studijy praktikos reiskinius,
kurie yra nauji, todé¢l ir nepakankamai moksliskai
pagristi. R. Jasnauskaité Sioje srityje taip pat pade-
monstravo edukologijos mokslo tyré¢jai lyderei biiti-
nas kompetencijas ir pateiké naujy Ziniy Siuolaikinés
edukologijos labai svarbiai Sakai — auk$tojo mokslo
didaktikai.

Dar kitas disertacijos metodologinis sudétingu-
mas — tiriamy problemy universalumo ir specialumo
dermé. Tiriant specifing uzsienio kalbos didaktikos
problema tyréjai sudétinga nenukrypti nuo bendryju
metodologiniy Siuolaikinés edukologijos pagrindy,
o kartu ir pademonstruoti, kokios jy rekonstrukcijos
yra imanomos, sprendziant dalyko didaktikes (uz-
sienio kalbos) problemas, kaip specifines. Autorei (i$
dalies) pavyko realizuoti §i derinj, nes paradigminis

The research is grounded on paradigmatic think-
ing. It highlights theoretical-empirical knowledge,
created in the theory and educational practice of edu-
cation studies. Based on it, both theoretical and em-
pirical parts of the dissertation research are prepared.

The methodology of the empirical research is also
particularly complex because the author applied both
qualitative and quantitative research and created the
research design which corresponds to the purpose and
culture of applying these researches.

Because the research problem is particularly
specified (orientated to the study process of the spe-
cialists of a certain concrete area at the higher educa-
tional institution), besides, directed to concrete abili-
ties (English for specific purposes) of the concrete for-
eign language (English) of its concrete area (English
for specific purposes), the author had to carry out the
dissertation research within the system of particular-
ly complex overlapping and intertwining relations.
However, R. Jasnauskaité demonstrated competencies
necessary for modern scientist-researcher and did not
get lost in the modern system of different relations.

Another complex problem of R.Jasnauskaite’s dis-
sertation research is also of methodological character.
The research is interdisciplinary because it incorpo-
rates knowledge in education studies, sociology, phi-
losophy, psychology, and even philology-linguistics.
Therefore, the researcher must decide as to the priori-
ties for knowledge of one or another branch of science
and be able to combine them, highlighting the knowl-
edge that is significant to the science of education
studies and to the practice of studies. In this area
R.Jasnauskaité also demonstrated competences that
are necessary for the researcher-leader of the science
of education studies and brought in new knowledge
into a very important branch of modern education
studies — the didactics of higher education.

Still another methodological complexity of the
dissertation lies in the coherence of universality
and specialness of investigated problems. Investigat-
ing the specific problem of the didactics of the for-
eign language, the researcher finds it difficult not to
deviate from general methodological bases of con-
temporary education studies and simultaneously to
demonstrate what reconstructions are feasible while
solving the problems of didactics of the subject (of
the foreign language) as specific problems. The au-
thor (partially) succeeded to implement this combina-
tion because paradigmatic thinking enabled her to
present historical-cultural context of the change in the
meanings of knowledge in education studies and com-
petently methodologically substantiate the research on
the basis of modern (constructivist) teaching theories.
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mastymas jai leido pateikti edukologiniy ziniy pras-
miy kaitos istorinj-kulttirinj konteksta ir kvalifikuotai
remiantis moderniomis mokymo teorijomis (konstruk-
tyvistinémis) metodologiskai pagristi tyrima.

Disertacinio tyrimo autorei empirinéje diserta-
cijos dalyje pavyko sékmingai iSspresti ir kita meto-
dologiju dermés problema — parengti kokybinio ir
kiekybinio tyrimo derm¢ atitinkantj dizaina, o kartu
paisyti kokybini ir kiekybini tyrima atliekanciai tyréjai
bitinos kultiiros, nepazeidziant né vienos i§ Siam tyri-
mui buidingy salygy. Autoré¢ atliko kokybini ir kieky-
binj tyrima paisydama visu reikalavimy, btidingu $io
tipo tyrimams (tiriamuyjy atranka, imtis, duomeny ana-
lizés budai ir kt. yra reprezentatyviis).

Empirinio tyrimo iSvades suformuluotos derinant
tiek kiekybinio, tiek ir kokybinio tyrimo rezultatus,
todel atskleidzia tiriamuyjy individualia patirtj, so-
cialinj, edukacinj, kultiirologini kontekstualumg bei
kolegijos studenty specialybinés angly kalbos funkci-
niy gebéjimy ugdymosi proceso kokybe pagal konkre-
¢ius indikatorius: ugdymo modelio paplitima, priimti-
numa konkrecioje studenty populiacijoje. Kiekybinio
tyrimo rezultaty pagrindimui yra naudojami tinkami
matematings statistikos metodai (koreliacijos, faktori-
nés analizés ir kt.).

Autoré pademonstravo biitinas kompetencijas tyri-
mo aktualumo pagrindimui, tiksly, hipotezés, gina-
muyjy teiginiy formulavimui ir pagrindimui.

ISryskintas mokslinis-praktinis disertacinio tyri-
mo naujumas, parengtos rekomendacijos, sudarytas
studenty inzinerijos angly kalbos funkciniy gebé&jimuy
ugdymo(-si) modelis. Jis teoriSkai pagristas bei empi-
riskai patikrintas, taikant patikimus tyrimo instrumen-
tus ir duomeny analizés metodus.

Disertacinio tyrimo sklaida pakankama. Periodi-
niuose mokslo leidiniuose yra publikuoti trys moks-
lo straipsniai. Jie atskleidzia pagrindines disertacinio
tyrimo empirines-teorines idéjas. Autoré parengé pra-
neSimus mokslinése konferencijose, taip pat ir publi-
kacijas kituose recenzuojamuose leidiniuose (3 publi-
kacijos).

Grazinos Strazdienés atliktas disertacinis tyrimas
tema ,,Kolegijy studenty verslumo ugdymas taikant
imitacinés verslo jmonés modelj“ priklauso tarpsa-
kinei socialiniy tyrimy sri¢iai. Jis atitinka naujaja
Siuolaikinio mokslo kiirimo metodologija, kurios pa-
grinda sudaro paradigminis mqstymas. Tirdama kole-
gijos studenty verslumo problema, autoré taiké jvairiy
moksly Zinias (sociologijos, politologijos, vadybos ir
kt.) bei ju pagrindu konstravo naujas Zinias, reik§min-
gas edukologijos mokslui. Minéta tyrimo metodolo-

In the empirical part of the dissertation the au-
thor of the dissertation research also succeeded to
solve another problem; i.c., the problem of coher-
ence of different methodologies; namely, to prepare
the design corresponding to the coherence of qualita-
tive and quantitative research and at the same time to
follow the culture, obligatory for the researcher who
carries out qualitative and quantitative research, not
breaching any of the conditions characteristic to this
research.

The conclusions of the empirical research are for-
mulated combining the results of both quantitative
and qualitative study; therefore, they disclose the re-
sponders’ individual experience, social, educational,
culturological contextuality and the quality of self-de-
velopment process of college students’ specific Eng-
lish language functional abilities according to concrete
indicators. To ground research results corresponding
mathematical statistical methods (correlation, factorial
analysis, etc.) are employed.

The author demonstrated necessary competencies
for substantiation of the relevance of the research,
for formulation and substantiation of aims, hypoth-
eses and defended statements.

Scientific-practical novelty of the dissertation re-
search has been highlighted, recommendations have
been prepared, (self-)development model of students’
engineering English functional abilities has been de-
signed. It is theoretically grounded and empirically
tested, applying reliable research instruments and data
analysis methods.

The dispersion of the dissertation research is suf-
ficient. Three research articles have been published in
scientific periodical publications. They disclose main
empirical-theoretical ideas of the dissertation research.
The author has prepared papers for scientific confer-
ences as well as articles in other reviewed publications
(3 publications).

Grazina Strazdiené’s dissertation research deals
with “The Development of College Students’ En-
terprise, Applying the Model of Simulated Busi-
ness Enterprise” and belongs to the interdisciplinary
sphere of social researches. It corresponds to the new
methodology of developing contemporary science,
which is based on paradigmatic thinking. Investigat-
ing the problem of college students’ enterprise, the
author employed the knowledge of various sciences
(sociology, politology, management, etc.) and, based
on it, constructed new knowledge that is relevant to
the science of education studies. The above-men-
tioned methodological approach of the research is
characteristic to such researchers who have mastered
the perspectives of critical thinking. G.Strazdiené’s
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giné prieiga yra biidinga tik tokiems tyréjams, kurie
yra ivaldg Kkritinio mastymo perspektyvas, t. y. Zinios
yra kurtos ne tik intensyviuoju, bet ir ekstensyviuo-
ju principu. Butent Siai tyréjuy grupei ir priklau-
so G. Strazdiené. Jos atliktas disertacinis tyrimas yra
naujas ne tik gautais empiriniame tyrime rezultatais,
bet ir mokslinémis, metodologinémis prieigomis.

Ivadinéje disertacinio tyrimo dalyje itin argu-
mentuotai pagristas problemos mokslinis iStirtumas,
akcentuojamas Salies ir uzsienio mokslininky idirbis
verslumo ugdymo srityje, taikant imitacines techno-
logijas. Be to, autoré pasitelké ne tik mokslinés lite-
ratliros teorinés analizés, bet ir metaanalizés princi-
pus. Tai jai pad¢jo atrasti tinkama atlikto tyrimo vieta
Siuolaikiniuose studenty verslumo ugdymo tyrimuose
ir apibrézti mokslini-praktinj tokiy tyrimy naujuma
ne tik Lietuvos edukologijos moksle, bet ir pasauly-
je egzistuojanciy verslumo ugdymo fenomeno tyrimy
moksliniy mokykly jvairovéje.

Problemos naujoviSkumas atsispindi disertacijos
pavadinime, kuris rodo, jog yra tiriami du sudétingi
socialine, edukacine, vadybine prasme reiskiniai, o
bitent — kolegijos studenty verslumo ugdymas ir
imitacinis verslo imonés modelio veiksmingumas,
ugdant studenty versluma. Toks disertacinio tyrimo
problemos suformulavimas demonstruoja, jog autoré
priklauso tai tyréjy grupei, kuri neiesko ,,lengvy* pro-
blemuy, kuriy tyrimui tik pakakty empirizmo ar empiri-
niy duomeny. Autoré eina kitu, ,,sunkesniu‘ keliu, nes
siekia istirti tiek edukologijos, tiek ir vadybos mokslui
teorine-empirine prasme itin aktualias problemas,
t. y. sukurti naujq verslumo ugdymo strategija kolegi-
jose ir ja pagristi empirinio tyrimo duomenimis.

G. Strazdiené disertaciniame tyrime suformuluo-
ta problema prad¢jo tirti tuomet, kai dar nestudijavo
doktoranttiroje, nes buvo sukaupusi nemaza prakti-
ne¢ patirtj Sioje srityje. Prie§ doktoranttros studijas ji
buvo praktiskai iSbandziusi imitacinés verslo imonés
modelj ir dalyvavo ji kuriant bei aprobuojant, diegiant
ir tobulinant per tarptautinius projektus Salies kolegi-
jose. Todél disertacinj tyrima ji pagrindé paciais nau-
jausiais moksliniais tyrimais, atliktais tiek Lietuvoje,
tiek ir uzsienyje, nes savo patirtimi isitikino ir suvoke,
kokios mokslinés Zinios yra reikalingos norint su-
kurti verslumo ugdymui tinkama praktine veikla,
imituojancia verslo aplinka realybéje.

G. Strazdienés atliktas disertacinis tyrimas yra su-
détingas ne tik teorine-metodologine prasme, bet ir
empirine. Autorei teko istirti du naujus reiskinius,
tarpusavy sujungtus sudétingais tarpusavio rysiais,
bitent — verslumo ugdyma(-si), kaip praktiniy Ziniy ir

dissertation research is new not only for the results of
the empirical research but also for scientific, methodo-
logical approaches.

In the introductory part of the dissertation re-
search scientific exploration of the problem is partic-
ularly reasoned, emphasizing Lithuanian and foreign
scientists’ input in enterprise development, applying
simulated technologies. In addition to theoretical anal-
yses of research literature the author also employed
the principles of meta-analysis.

The novelty of the problem is recorded in the very
title of the dissertation which says that the dissertation
deals with two phenomena that are complicated in the
social, educational, and managerial sense; namely, the
development of college students’ enterprise and the
efficacy of simulated business enterprise model, de-
veloping students’ enterprise. Such formulation of the
problem of the dissertation research demonstrates that
the author belongs to such group of researchers which
does not look for “easy” problems, the investigation of
which would require just empiricism or empirical data.
The author chooses another, “more difficult” way be-
cause she seeks to investigate the problems that are
particularly relevant both to the science of education
studies and to management in the theoretical-empiri-
cal sense; i.e., to create a new enterprise development
strategy in colleges and to ground them on empirical
research data.

G.Strazdien¢ initiated the investigation of the prob-
lem formulated in the dissertation research before her
doctoral studies because she had considerable practical
experience in this area. She grounded the dissertation
research on the newest scientific researches carried out
both in Lithuania and abroad because by her experi-
ence she ascertained and perceived what scientific
knowledge is required in order to create practical
activity that is suitable for enterprise development,
which simulates business environment in the reality.

G.Strazdiené’s dissertation research is complicated
not only in the theoretical-methodological but also
in the empirical sense. The author had to investigate
two new phenomena in complicated interpersonal
relations; namely, (self-)development of enterprise as
a competence of manifestation of practical knowledge
and abilities and the opportunity of applying simu-
lated technologies, developing these competencies.
Investigating these two complicated problems, the
author competently employed theoretical-empirical
achievements of the sciences of both education stud-
ies and management and this way enriched students’
knowledge in professional training processes. This
way the author’s dissertation research corresponds to
the methodology of assessing the quality of studies
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gebéjimy raiSkos kompetencija, ir imitaciniy techno-
logiju taikymo galimybe, ugdant Sias kompetencijas,
kai vienu i§ pagrindiniy reikalavimy tampa ugdymo
procesu priartinimas prie realybés. Tirdama Sias dvi
sudétingas problemas autoré kvalifikuotai panaudojo
ne tik edukologijos, bet ir vadybos mokslo teorinius-
empirinius pasiekimus ir tuo praturtino mokslo Zinias
profesinio rengimo procesuose. Tokiu btidu autorés at-
liktas disertacinis tyrimas atliepia aukStosios moky-
klos studijy kokybés vertinimo metodologija, kuri
fokusuojasi { studenty pasiekimy vertinima. Tai de-
monstruoja autorés geb¢jima orientuotis | strateginés
studijy kokybeés reikSmés problemas. Autoré pasiiilé
konkrety modeli, kuris gali biiti naudojamas auksto-
sios mokyklos studenty verslumo ugdymo programy
teorinio bei praktinio patikimumo vertinimui.

Tyrimo teorinis-filosofinis pagrindimas yra argu-
mentuotas, demonstruoja autorés ne tik filosofiniy te-
orijy jvairuma, bet ir kompetencija gristi tyrima atitin-
kanc¢iomis filosofinémis pazitiromis. Autoré akcentuo-
ja, jog jos atliktas disertacinis tyrimas yra grindziamas
veiklos teorija ir paaiskina Sios teorijos tinkamuma
tyrimui, atskleidzia jos filosofing esm¢ bei apibiidina
klasikiniy, postmodernistiniy filosofijos sroviy, tokiuy,
kaip pragmatizmas, konstruktyvizmas, fenomeno-
logija, atitikima.

Empirinio tyrimo dizainas yra taip pat modernus.
Taikyti dvejopo pobiidzio metodai (kokybiniai ir Kie-
kybiniai). Kokybiniy metody grupé¢je ji pasirinko vie-
na sudétingiausiy — interviu metoda, kurj atliko pagal
uzsienio autoriy metodikas. Kvalifikuotai atliktas ir
kiekybinis tyrimas.

Tyrimo rezultaty sklaida pakankama. Parengti
septyni mokslo straipsniai recenzuojamuose moks-
lo zurnaluose, dalyvauta konferencijose ir vadovauta
seminarams. Autoré moksling kvalifikacija kelé Olan-
dijoje, Graikijoje, dalyvavo Loenardo da Vin¢i mainy
projektuose.

Ingos IZdonaités-Medzitiinienés edukologijos
daktaro disertacijos ,,Turizmo vadybos studenty so-
cialinés kompetencijos modeliavimo pagrindimas‘
tema atliepia Siuolaiking edukologija, kaip socialinio
mokslo paradigma, biitent — sociologing, nes ilga lai-
ka taikyta psichologiné paradigma jau nebepajégi
spresti zmogaus ugdymo(-si) problemas sudétingoje
socialingje aplinkoje. Tod¢l edukologijoje stipréja so-
cialiné, humanitariné tyrimo kryptis. Socialiniy kom-
petencijy ugdymas biitent ir yra ta sritis, kuri niidienos
edukologijos mokslui itin riipi, nes atsako i klausima,
kaip gali studentas, biisimasis specialistas, integruotis
1 Siuolaiking visuomeng ir biiti joje socialiai aktyvus,

of the higher educational institution, which focuses
on the assessment of students’ attainments. The author
proposed a concrete model which can be employed for
the assessment of theoretical and practical reliability
of the programmes directed to the development of stu-
dents’ enterprise.

Theoretical-philosophical substantiation of the
research is reasoned and demonstrates not only the
diversity of philosophical theories but also the compe-
tence to ground the research on corresponding philo-
sophical approaches. The author emphasizes that her
dissertation research is grounded on activity theory,
explains the suitability of this theory for the research
and discloses its philosophical essence and corre-
spondence to such classical, post-modernistic trends
of philosophy as pragmatism, constructivism, and
phenomenology.

The design of the empirical research is also mod-
ern. Two types of methods (qualitative and quanti-
tative) have been applied. In the group of qualitative
methods she chose one of the most sophisticated, in-
terview method, which she carried out according to
the methods of foreign authors. Quantitative study is
also carried out competently.

The dispersion of the research results is sufficient.
Seven research articles in reviewed scientific journals
have been prepared, the author has participated in con-
ferences and conducted seminars. The author went on
internships to the Netherlands, Greece, took part in
Leonardo da Vinci exchange projects.

The topic of Inga IZzdonaité-MedZitiniené’s doc-
toral dissertation in education studies “Substantia-
tion of Modelling the Social Competence Students
Studying Tourism Management” responds to mod-
ern paradigm of education studies as a social science;
namely, sociological paradigm because the psycho-
logical paradigm that has been applied a long time
becomes unable to solve the person’s (self-)education
problems in complicated social environment. There-
fore, in education studies social and humanitarian re-
search trend strengthens. The development of social
competencies is namely this area which is of particu-
lar concern to today’s science of education studies be-
cause it answers the question: how can the student, the
prospective specialist integrate into the contemporary
society and remain active in it while accepting the di-
versity of sociocultural, economical challenges?

The subject of the dissertation is social, cultural
education of students at the higher educational insti-
tution. This responds to the new policy of European
higher education and the conception of the quality
of studies, the key essence of which is orientation of
the process of studies to students’ achievements. The
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priimdamas socialiniy-kultiriniy, ekonominiy i§stkiy
[vairove.

Disertacijos objektas — aukstosios mokyklos stu-
denty socialinis, kultiirinis ugdymas. Tai atliepia ir
naujaja Europos aukstojo mokslo Svietimo politika bei
studijuy kokybés samprata, kurios pagrindiné esmé —
studijy proceso orientavimas | studenty pasiekimus.
Disertacija taip pat atliepia niidienos edukologijoje vis
ryskéjancia mokslinio tyrimo krypti, biitent — aukstojo
mokslo studijy kokybés modeliavima profesinio ir so-
cialinio-kulttrinio studenty rengimo dermés konteks-
tuose.

Ingos [zdonaités-Medziiinienés disertacinis tyrimas
yra naujas dar ir tuo, jog autore pritaiké jame struktii-
rinio funkcionalizmo prieigas naujomis socialinémis-
kultiirinémis salygomis ir iSryskino studiju struktiiros,
funkcijy vienove ne tik per studenty, darbdaviy porei-
kius, bet ir per naujos postmodernistinés visuomeneés
i8§tikius, kurie visy pirma yra socialiniai-kultiiriniai ir
sudaro studentams galimybg integruotis | visuomeng
naujuyju socialiniy kompetencijy déka.

Autor¢ yra puikiai jvaldziusi moksling angly kal-
ba, nes igijo universitetinio bakalauro lygmens angly
kalbos filologo kvalifikacija. Tai jai leido tinkamai
analizuoti literattira angly kalba, atlikti ne tik jos ana-
liz¢, bet ir metaanalize. Inga [Zdonaite-Medzitiniené
gebéjo isryskinti ne tik uzsienio autoriy esminius tei-
ginius, bet ir atkleisti metodologines prieigas, pade-
monstruoti, kaip jos yra realizuojamos universitetiniy
studijy modeliavimo procesuose. Taciau autoré per
mazai démesio skyré Lietuvoje atliktiems tyrimams
studenty socialinés kompetencijos ugdymo problemy
klausimais ir nepakankamai iSryskino Salies moksliniy
mokykly ivairove.

Disertaciniame tyrime panaudoti tiek kokybiniai,
tiek ir kiekybiniai metodai. Tai liudija, jog autoré yra
ivaldziusi abiejy risiy tyrimy metodologija. Naudo-
jami itin retai disertaciniuose tyrimuose aptinkami
kokybiniy tyrimy metodai, kaip, pavyzdziui, eksperty
interviu. Tyrimo dizainas yra tinkamai metodologiskai
pagristas, kiekvieno metodo naudojimas argumentuo-
tai paaiSkintas. Be to, empiringje tyrimo dalyje autoré
pagrind¢ trianguliacijos metodo dizaina, jo tinkamu-
ma tyrimui, atskleidé metodologija, apeliuodama i tas
empirines ar mokslines Zinias, kurias autore (siekda-
ma patvirtinti ar paneigti tyrimo hipoteze) nori iSgauti
disertacinio tyrimo metu. Tai viena stipriausiy diser-
tacinio tyrimo daliy.

Ingos 1zdonaités-Medzitinienés disertacinio tyrimo
teorinis, praktinis reikSmingumas yra neabejotinas,
nes autore teoriskai pagrindé turizmo vadybos studen-

dissertation also responds to the trend of scientific re-
searches which is increasingly showing up in today’s
education studies; namely, modelling of the quality of
higher education studies in the contexts of coherence
of professional and sociocultural students’ education.

Moreover, Inga [zdonaité-Medzitiniené’s disserta-
tion research is new because the author applied the
approaches of structural functionalism in new socio-
cultural conditions and highlighted the unity of the
structure and functions of studies not only through
students’, employers’ needs but also through the chal-
lenges of the new post-modernistic society.

The author has perfectly mastered scientific English
because she has acquired the university Bachelor’s de-
gree in English philology. This enabled her to analyse
literature in the English language appropriately, per-
forming not only its analysis but also metaanalysis.
She was able to highlight not only principal statements
of foreign authors but also to disclose methodological
approaches, demonstrate how they are implemented in
the processes of modelling university studies. Howev-
er, the author paid too little attention to the researches
into the problems of developing students’ social com-
petencies carried out in Lithuania and insufficiently
highlighted the diversity of scientific schools existing
in Lithuania.

The dissertation research employs both qualita-
tive and quantitative methods. This evidences that the
author has mastered research methodology of both
types. Such qualitative research methods which are
rarely encountered in dissertation researches like, for
example, expert interview are employed. The research
design is suitably methodologically grounded, the us-
age of every method is reasoned. Besides, in the em-
pirical part of the study the author substantiated the
design of the triangulation method, its suitability for
the research, disclosed the methodology, appealing
to such empirical or scientific knowledge, which the
author, (seeking to confirm or deny the hypothesis of
the research), wants to obtain during the dissertation
research. This is one of the strengths of the disserta-
tion research.

Theoretical, practical significance of Inga
[zdonaité-Medzitinien¢’s dissertation research is un-
doubted because the author theoretically grounded
modelling of tourism management students’ social
competencies, empirically tested it in university stu-
dents’ training, provided recommendations and
highlighted the opportunities of updating study pro-
grammes.

Approval of the research data has been carried out
participating in six conferences. Based on research
results, the author has prepared two publications. In
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ty socialinés kompetencijos modeliavima, empiriskai
ji patikrino universitetiniame studenty rengime, patei-
ké rekomendacijas ir iSryskino studijy programy at-
naujinimo galimybes.

Tyrimo duomeny aprobacija atlikta dalyvaujant net
SeSiose tarptautinése konferencijose. Tyrimo rezulta-
ty pagrindu autoré parengé dvi publikacijas. Vienoje
ju nagrinéjamos turizmo vadybininky komunikacinés
kompetencijos, kitoje — aktyviyjyu metody taikymo
galimybés, rengiant turizmo vadybos specialistus.
Socialinés kompetencijos teorin¢ samprata yra pagrin-
dziama analizuojant tiek Lietuvos, tiek uzsienio moks-
lininky atliktus tyrimus, apibréziant ja, kaip gebéjimag
susitarti su aplinka kuriant, palaikant bei plétojant
socialinius santykius komandose, grupése. Taigi, stu-
denty socialiné kompetencija disertaciniame tyrime
iSryskinama kaip komunikaciné (placiaja prasme),
kuri yra viena svarbiausiy studenty asmenybés psicho-
kognityviniy dariniy, lemianciy jo galimybes profe-
sionaliai dirbti ir kurti darbingje aplinkoje.

Teorinés literatiiros apibendrinimus autoré pa-
teiké lentelése, kurios yra labai informatyvios ir tai
yra Ingos [zdonaités-Medzitinienés atlikto disertacinio
tyrimo skiriamasis bruozas. Ji rémési ne kity autoriy
sudarytomis lentelémis, o sukiiré jas pati, taigi inesé¢
indéli i socialiniy kompetencijy teorini pagrindima
edukologijoje.

Autoré interpretavo teorinius modeliavimo pa-
grindus, pasitelkdama jvairias teorijas: psichologines,
sociologines, filosofines, edukologines. Apibiidino ir
pagrindé ju pasirinkimo principus, taciau Sios teorijos
yra gana jvairios ir neatskleidzia metodologiniy pri-
eigy sistemos.

Teorinés disertacijos dalies privalumas yra ir tas,
jog autoré pateiké jvairiy ugdymo modeliy, atliepian-
¢iy postmodernisting edukologijos mokslo paradigma.
Juos apras¢, pagrindé. Kai kurie $iy modeliy Lietuvoje
yra gana nauji ir retai analizuojami ir taikomi diserta-
ciniuose tyrimuose, pvz., kavinés diskusijos metodas.

Tyrimo teorinis-praktinis reik§mingumas yra
neabejotinas, nes autoré teoriSkai pagrind¢ sociali-
niy kompetenciju modeliavima, empiriskai patikri-
no modeliavimo galimybes rengiant turizmo vadybos
studentus, pateiké rekomendacijas dél studijy turinio
atnaujinimo galimybiy.

Minéty disertaciniy tyrimy pagrindu (R. Bubnio,
R. Jasnauskaités, G. Strazdienés. 1. Izdonaités-Me-
dzitinienés) Lietuvoje bus plétojama aukstyjy moky-
kly edukologija, atsiras moksliniy-empiriniy Ziniy, lei-
dzianciy pagristi profesiniy studijy proceso ypatybes
bei mokymosi sistemy kaita.

one of them she analyses tourism managers’ com-
municative competences and in the other, the possi-
bilities of applying active methods, training tourism
management specialists. The theoretical conception of
social competence is grounded analysing both Lithua-
nian and foreign scientists’ researches, defining it as
the ability to be in agreement with the environment
while creating, maintaining and developing social re-
lations in teams, groups. Thus, students’ social com-
petence in the dissertation research is highlighted as
communicative (in a broad sense), which is one of
the most important psycho-cognitive formations of the
students’ personality, which determines his/her oppor-
tunities to work professionally and create in the work
environment.

The author presented the generalisations of theo-
retical literature in the tables which are very informa-
tive and this is a distinctive feature of Inga Izdonaité-
Medziiiniené’s dissertation research because instead of
employing other authors’ tables she designed the tables
herself and this way contributed to theoretical substan-
tiation of social competencies in education studies.

The author interpreted theoretical foundations of
modelling employing various theories: psychological,
sociological, philosophical, and theories of education
studies. She described and grounded the principles of
their choice but these theories are guite diverse and do
not disclose the system of methodological approaches
of the research.

The advantage of the theoretical part of the dis-
sertation is that the author presented the diversity of
education models, which correspond to the paradigm
of the science of education studies. She described and
grounded them. Some of these models are quite new in
Lithuania and are rarely analysed and applied in dis-
sertation researches; e.g., the method of café discus-
sion.

Theoretical-practical significance of the research
is undoubted because the author theoretically sub-
stantiated modelling of social competencies and em-
pirically tested modelling opportunities in the area of
training tourism management students, provided rec-
ommendations on the opportunities of updating the
content of studies.

The
(R.Bubnys, R.Jasnauskaité, G.Strazdiené, 1.1zdonaité-
Medzitinien¢) will be the basis for the development of
education studies of higher educational institutions in
Lithuania, emergence of scientific-empirical knowl-
edge, enabling to ground the peculiarities of the proc-
ess of professional studies and the change of learning
systems.

above-mentioned dissertation researches
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