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Siauliy universitetas

TYRIMAIS GRISTOS VAIKU
POLITIKOS LINK

Pasaulyje tarp mokslininky vis dazniau girdima:
atéjo ,,nauji vaikai, turintys ypatingy protiniy, emo-
ciniy, dvasiniy ir kitokiy galiy. Tuo tarpu Lietuvoje
atlieckami tyrimai vis dazniau itikin¢ja visuomeng, jog
musy vaikai yra ,,patys agresyviausi®, ,,patys nelai-
mingiausi® Europoje ar net pasaulyje. Taciau daznai
Sie tyrimai yra grindziami ne vaiky, o paciy suaugu-
siyjy nuomone apie juos. Todél vaikystés tyrimy sri-
ties mokslininkams kartais sunku patikéti pateikiamais
faktais, nes daznai tenka abejoti tiek pacia tyréjy kultii-
ra, tiek ir jy filosofija, nes tose Salyse, kuriose vyrauja
autoritariniai santykiai su vaikais, tyréjai kartais siekia
taisyti™ ar pertvarkyti vaiky pasauli, o ne ji pazinti.
Todél ypa¢ akcentuoja ne pozityvius, o negatyvius
vaiky gyvenimo ar elgesio faktus, reiskinius.

Vaikystés tyrimy nepakankamas sociokultiirinis
vertinimas yra susij¢s su vaikystés apskritai, kaip pir-
mojo zmogaus raidos periodo, pedagoginio reikSmin-
gumo nuvertinimu, su vaikystés ir vaikystés tyrimy
kultiiros sampratos nebuvimu Siuolaikiniame moksle,
vaiko/y patyrimo suvokimu per suaugusiyjy, o ne per
vaiky pasauli, vaiko, kaip asmens, nepakankamu pa-
zinimu, menkinant jo, kaip visuomenés nario, statusa
ir pan.

Vaiky nuomonés tyrimai yra vieni sudétingiausiy
socialinés-humanitarinés srities tyrimy, nes vaikai ne
visuomet pasitiki suaugusiaisiais, kurie yra jprat¢ nu-
vertinti juos, kaip informantus. Todél vaiky nuomoniy
tyrimus gali sékmingai atlikti tik tie mokslininkai, ku-
rie turi ilgamete kontakty su vaikais patirti ir kuriems
vaiky pasaulis, budamas kitoniSkas nei suaugusiujy,
yra jdomus ir skatina ju mokslinj zingeiduma. Vaikai
tokius tyréjus atpazista, gerai priima ir gali su jais biiti
atviri bei nuosirdds.

Taciau Lietuvoje vyraujant tradiciniam pozidiriui
1 vaika, kaip suaugusiajam paklusny, ir daznai ji su-
prantant tik kaip sudéting jvairiy socialiniy dariniy

Siauliai University

TOWARDS RESEARCH-BASED
CHILREN’S POLICY

The researchers of the world increasingly often state
that “new children” have come with extraordinary men-
tal, emotional, spiritual and other powers. Meanwhile
the researches carried out in Lithuania more and more
often convince the society that our children are “the
most aggressive”, “the most unhappy” in Europe or
even in the world. However, often these researches are
based not on children’s but on the very adults’ opin-
ion about them. Therefore, the scientists researching
the field of childhood sometimes find it difficult to be-
lieve in the given facts because often doubts arise as
to both the very culture of the researchers and their
philosophy because in the countries where dominat-
ing relationships with children are authoritarian the
researchers sometimes seek to “correct” or reorganise
the children’s world and not to cognize it. Therefore,
they particularly emphasize not positive but negative
facts, phenomena of children’s life or behaviour.

Insufficient socio-cultural evaluation of childhood
researches is related to undervaluation of pedagogi-
cal significance of childhood in general as the first
period of the person’s development, to the absence of
the conception of the culture of childhood and child-
hood researches in the contemporary science, to the
perception of the child’s/children’s experience through
the adults’ and not the children’s world, to insufficient
cognition of the child as a person, belittling his/her as
the society members’ status, etc.

Researches into children’s opinion are among the
most complicated researches in the social-humanitar-
ian area because children not always trust adults who
are used to devaluate them as informants. Therefore,
researches into children’s opinion can be successfully
carried out only by such scientists who have long-last-
ing experience of contacts with children and who find
the children’s world, which is different from the adults’
world, interesting and encouraging their scientific in-
terests. Children recognize such researchers, welcome
them and can be frank and sincere with them.

However, in Lithuania, the traditional attitude to-
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(Seimos, mokyklos ar organizacijos) dali, kreipiamas
démesys tik { tai, kaip vaikai priima suaugusiyjy jiems
sudarytas taisykles. Todél kol kas misy Salyje ir i Siuo-
laikinés vaikystés tyrimus zitirima kaip { monokultiiri-
n¢ suaugusiyjy tyrimo sriti. Daznai vaiky ar vaikystés
problemu tyrimuose lieka neatsakyta { pacius aktua-
liausius ir visuomenei labiausiai reikSmingus klausi-
mus, tokius kaip: kodél vaikai yra Salies nacionaliné
vertybé? Kokia yra Lietuvos Siuolaikiniy vaiky so-
cialinio gyvenimo kulttira? Kokie intelektiniai, kiiry-
biniai ar kt. pasiekimai jiems yra biidingi? Kokia yra
Siuolaikiniy vaiky pilietiné branda? ir kt. Sie tyrimai
turéty buti orientuoti | vaika, jo patirtj ir iSryskinty vai-
kuy, kaip Lietuvos socialinés-kultiirinés bendruomenés
(jauniausios pagal amziy), statusg ir vaidmenis. Taciau
tokie tyrimai reikalauja jvairiy sri¢iy mokslininky pa-
stangy, nes jie yra tarpSakiniai, taip pat ir naujos tyréjuy
kultiiros bei Ziniy apie Siuolaikinius vaikus, kaip tiria-
muyjy grupe.

Tod¢l neatsitiktinai Lietuvos mokslininkams kilo
mintis bandyti keisti esama situacijg susiburiant {
Nacionaling vaikystés tyréju asociacija, kuri sujungty
skirtingy mokslo sri¢iy atstovus (edukologijos, psi-
chologijos, kultiirologijos, sociologijos ir kt.), kuriems
rapi vaiky ir vaikystés problemos.

2009 m. balandzio meén. Siauliy universiteto
Edukologijos fakultete jvyko Nacionalinés vaikystés
tyréju asociacijos steigiamasis susirinkimas. Dalyvavo
mokslininkai i§ {jvairiy Lietuvos aukstyjy moky-
kly: Vilniaus pedagoginio, Mykolo Romerio, Kauno
Vytauto Didziojo, Klaipédos, Siauliy universitety,
Panevézio kolegijos. Dauguma jy tiria ivairias so-
cialines, pedagogines vaikystés problemas: ugdymo,
globos, ripybos, socialinés apsaugos ar kt. Ypac Siems
mokslininkams yra aktualios vaikystés fenomeny
tarpdisciplininiy tyrimy problemos, leidziancios reali-
zuoti empirinius tyrimus remiantis nauja, postmoder-
nistiniy socialiniy-humanitariniy moksly paradigma.
Steigiamojo susirinkimo metu patvirtinti asociacijos
istatai, i§ devyniy nariy iSrinkta valdyba, pirmininkas.

Steigiamojo  posédzio dalyviai mano, jog
Nacionaliné Vaikystés tyréju asociacija gebés sujung-
ti Lietuvos aukstyju mokyklu mokslininky pajégas ir
sudarys galimybe naujy moksliniy idéjy generavimui.
Kartu ji atliks vaikystés priesakiniy tyrimy plétotés
misija, nes Europos Salyse ir JAV tokiems tyrimams
yra sutelkiami pripaZzinti §ios mokslo srities lyderiai,
gebantys ugdyti jaunuosius mokslininkus, tyréjus bei
studentus, siekianCius igyti patirties vaikystés tyrimy
srityje.

wards the child dominates, treating him/her as obedi-
ent to the adult and often understanding him/her only
as a composite part of various social formations (of
the family, school or organisation); therefore, attention
is focused on how children accept the rules set by the
adults for them. For this reason so far in our country
the researches into contemporary childhood are treat-
ed as a mono-cultural area of adults’ researches. Often
researches into children’s or childhood’s problems do
not respond to the most topical issues that are most
important to the society, such as: Why children are
the national value of the country? What is the culture
of contemporary children’s social life in Lithuania?
What intellectual, creative, etc. attainments are char-
acteristic to them? What is contemporary children’s
civic maturity? These researches should be directed
to the child, his/her experience and would highlight
the status and the roles of children as a socio-cultural
community of Lithuania (the youngest according to
the age). However, such researches require the ef-
forts of researchers of various fields because they are
inter-branch as well as the researchers’ new culture
and knowledge about contemporary children as the re-
sponders’ group.

Therefore, it was not incidental that Lithuanian sci-
entists decided to try to change the existing situation,
gathering into the National Childhood Researchers’
Association, which would unify the representatives of
different scientific areas (education studies, psychol-
ogy, cultural studies, sociology, etc.), who are con-
cerned with children’s and childhood’s problems.

In April, 2009, the constituent assembly of the
National Childhood Researchers’ Association at the
Faculty of Education Studies of Siauliai University
took place. It was attended by the scientists from
various higher educational institutions of Lithuania:
Vilnius Pedagogical, Mykolas Romeris, Kaunas
Vytautas Magnus, Klaipéda, Siauliai Universities
and Panevézys College. The majority of them inves-
tigate various social, pedagogical childhood issues:
of education, guardianship, care, social security, etc.
Interdisciplinary research problems of childhood
phenomena, which enable to implement empirical
researches in the new, post-modern paradigm of so-
cial-humanitarian sciences, are particularly topical for
these scientists. The constituent assembly approved
the regulations of the association, elected the manage-
ment board, which consists of nine members, and a
chairman.

The members of the constituent assembly maintain
that the National Childhood Researchers’ Association
will be able to join the efforts of the scientists of high-
er educational institutions of Lithuania and will pro-
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SU Edukaciniy tyrimy mokslinio centro direktoré
prof. A.Juodaityté praneSime ,,Vaikystés tyrimy si-
tuacija socialiniuose-humanitariniuose moksluose ir
naujos moksliniy tyrimy kultiros biitinumas* atliko
Lietuvos ir uzsienio Saliy vaikystés tyrimy situacijos
analize. Jame akcentuojama, jog asociacijos steigi-
mas yra padiktuotas tiek Lietuvoje, tiek ir pasaulyje
vis didéjanéiu démesiu vaiky ir vaikystés problemy
(socialiniy, kultiiriniy, edukaciniy, teisiniy, politiniy ir
kt.) tyrimams. Sios srities tyrimai daugelyje $aliy jau
yra tap¢ nacionalinés reikSmés. Taip atsitiko dél keleto
priezasCiy. Visy pirma, pasikeité visuomenés pozitiris
1 vaikus ir { vaikystés trukme. | vaikus (iki 18 m.) zvel-
giama kaip { socialing grupe, kuri dél socialinés, kul-
tlirinés patirties stokos negali atstovauti savo interesy
visuomengje, nors kiekvienoje Salyje ir sudaro nemaza
jos gyventojy dali. Todél Europos iSsivysciusiose de-
mokratijos Salyse stengiamasi kuo anksciau atsizvelgti
1 vaiky nuomong, ja tirti, sieckiama suprasti vaiky pro-
blemas per ju paciy, o ne tik per suaugusiyjy patirtj.
Tokiu biidu visi socialiniai, politiniai ar kultiiriniai
klausimai, kuriuos sprendzia suaugusioji visuomeneés
dalis tampa ir vaiky bendruomenés reikalu, nes jiems
sudaroma galimybé reiksti savo nuomong ir atstovauti
savo interesus. Tuomet suaugusiems vieniems patiems,
be vaiky pagalbos ar dalyvavimo nuspresti dél vieny
ar kity vaikams taikomy priemoniy reikSmingumo.

Naujose Europos demokratijos Salyse vyrauja ki-
toks poziiiris | vaikus ir ju nuomong: vaiky nuomoné
dabartyje néra svarbi, nes ju paskirtis — kurti ateiti.
Todél vaikams nesudaromos tokios pat galimybés kaip
suaugusiesiems (brandaus amziaus Salies gyvento-
jams) dalyvauti sprendziant savo problemas, o kartu
ir Salies socialiniame-kultliriniame ar politiniame gy-
venime.

Vaikystés tyrimai Svietime dazniausiai biina ilga-
laikiai — longitiudiniai ir trunka keleta mety, o kartais
net iStisus deSimtmecius. Vaikai pradedami tirti tuo-
met, kai jie ateina i ikimokyklinio ugdymo jstaigas, o
ikimokyklinio ugdymo efektas daznai tiriamas tuomet,
kai vaikai jau baigia mokyklas ar net universitetus ir
isitvirtina darbo rinkoje.

Vaikystés tyrimai yra ne tik taikomieji, bet ir fun-
damentalieji, nes ju pagrindu yra kuriamos naujos
mokslo zinios, kurios yra svarbios ne tik jvairiy sri¢iy
mokslininkams, bet ir ivairiy visuomenés grupiy $vie-
timui bei politikai. Empiriniai tyrimai padeda rinkti
naujus faktus, patvirtinancius ar paneigiancius Zinias
apie Siuolaikinius vaikus, juy tarpusavio santykius, so-

vide the opportunity to generate new scientific ideas.
Simultaneously it will carry out the mission of devel-
oping leading researches into childhood because in
European countries and in the USA such researches
are carried out by established leaders of this scientific
area, who are able to educate young scientists, re-
searchers and students, pursuing to acquire experience
in the area of childhood.

The director of the Scientific Centre of Educational
Researches of Siauliai University Prof. A.Juodaityté
analysed the situation of childhood researches in
Lithuania and foreign countries in the paper “Situation
of Childhood Researches in Social-Humanitarian
Sciences and the Necessity of the New Culture of
Scientific Researches”. It is emphasized that the es-
tablishment of the association is determined by the in-
creasing attention to the researches into children’s and
childhood problems (social, cultural, educational, le-
gal, political, etc.) both in Lithuania and in the world.
In many countries the researches into this area have
already acquired national significance. This happened
due to several reasons. First, the society’s attitude
towards children and the duration of childhood has
changed. Children (till 18 years of age) are treated as
a social group, which due to the lack of social, cultural
experience cannot represent its interests in the society,
though in every country it constitutes quite a signifi-
cant share of its residents. Therefore, European coun-
tries with developed democracy pursue to consider
children’s opinion as early as possible, investigate it,
it is sought to understand children’s problems through
their own and not solely through adults’ experience.
This way all social, political or cultural issues, which
are being solved by the adult share of the society, also
turn into the matter of children’s community because
they are provided with the opportunity to express their
opinion and represent their interests. Then adults do
not have to decide by themselves, without children’s
assistance or participation about the significance of
one or another means applied to children.

In the new countries of European democracy a
different attitude towards children and their opinion
dominates: children’s opinion in the present is not
important because their aim is to create the future.
Therefore, children are not provided with the same op-
portunities as adults (mature age residents of the coun-
try) to participate in the solution of their problems and
at the same time in the country’s social-cultural or
political life.

Childhood researches in education most often are
long-lasting-longitudinal and continue several years
and sometimes even entire decades. Children are start-
ed to be investigated when they come to pre-school ed-
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cialinius vaidmenis, o tyréjams suteikia nauju ziniy
bei padeda ugdytis naujas kompetencijas. Pastarosios
yra biitinos norint atsisakyti sociologinio pobtidzio ty-
rimuose taikomo pagrindinio instrumento — anketos,
kuri néra pats tinkamiausias metodas vaiky nuomonés
tyrimams. Visy pirma tod¢l, jog vaikai { anketa zvelgia
ne kaip i tyrimo metoda, bet kaip | biida, kuri suaugu-
sieji naudoja jy atsakymy teisingumo ar neteisingumo
patikrinimui. Be to, vaikai neturi pakankamos patir-
ties, kuri reikalinga tam, kad jie galéty suvokti anke-
toje (ypac uzdaroje) jiems pateikiamy klausimy ar
teiginiy prasmes. Todél biitina diegti naujg tyrimo
krypti — kokybinius tyrimus, kuriy metu vaikai gali
atskleisti savo patirtj jiems priimtinais budais iSreiks-
dami ja rastu ar zodziu. Tokie metodai, kaip pokalbis,
raSinys ar kt., tyréjams leidzia realizuoti naujg pozitri
1 vaikg — vaiko pasaulis yra savitas, kitoniskas, tyréjui
reikia ji studijuoti, pazinti, o ji iStyrus siekti, kad jis
tapty bendro vaiky ir suaugusiyju pasaulio dalimi.
Nacionaliné vaikystés tyréjy asociacija biitent sieks
skatinti demokratijos Saliu mokslininkams btidinga
vaikystés tyrimy filosofija ir politika, ugdys nauja Siy
tyrimy tradicija (tarpSakiniy, priesakiniy) bei kultiira,
vienys ivairiy sri¢iy mokslininky, praktiky tyréjy bei
studenty pastangas. Kartu bus sickiama bendradarbiau-
ti su vaikysteés tyréjy grupémis uzsienyje, perimant i$
ju geraja patirti fundamentaliyjy ir empiriniy tyrimy
srityje. Asociacija bandys inicijuoti ir lyginamuosius
vaikystés kultiry bei politikos tyrimus. Tikimasi, kad
tokiu btidu Lietuvoje formuosis ne tik naujos vaikys-
tés moksliniy tyrimy tradicijos, kurios yra biidingos
tokioms iSsivysciusios demokratijos kultiiros Salims,
kaip Vokietija, Pranciizija ar JAV, bet bus sickiama
formuoti tyrimais pagrista valstybés politikg visose
srityse, kurios yra susijusios su vaikais ir vaikyste.

ucational institutions and the effect of the pre-school
education is often investigated when children are fin-
ishing schools or even universities and anchor in the
labour market.

Childhood researches are not only applied but also
fundamental because they serve as a basis for the crea-
tion of new scientific knowledge, which is important
not only for the scientists of various fields but for ed-
ucation and policy of various groups of the society.
Empirical researches facilitate to collect new facts
which confirm or deny knowledge about contemporary
children, their intercommunion, social roles, whilst the
researchers are provided with new knowledge and as-
sisted in the development of new competencies. The
latter are necessary in order to avoid the main instru-
ment employed in sociological type researches — the
questionnaire, which is not the most suitable method
for the researches into children’s opinion. In the first
place this is so because children treat the question-
naire not as the research method but as the way which
adults use for checking correctness or incorrectness of
their answers. Besides, children do not have sufficient
experience which is necessary for them to perceive the
meanings of questions or statements given in the ques-
tionnaire (closed in particular). Therefore, it is neces-
sary to implement new trend of research, namely, qual-
itative researches, which enable children to disclose
their experience by ways acceptable to them either in
the written form or orally. Such methods as conversa-
tion, essay, etc. enable the researchers to implement
the new attitude towards the child — the child’s world
is peculiar, different, the researcher needs to study,
cognize it and after that to pursue to turn it into the
part of the common children’s and adults’ world.

National Childhood Researchers’ Association will
namely aim to encourage the philosophy and the poli-
cy of childhood researches that is characteristic to the
scientists of democratic countries, will develop new
tradition (inter-branch, advanced) and culture of these
researches, consolidate the efforts of researchers, prac-
titioners researchers and students of various areas. At
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