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UGDYMO DVASINGUMO
TRADICIJA: TEORIJA IR
REALYBE

Dvasinguma vertinant kaip asmenybés pagrinda,
o sklaida kaip brandos veiksni ir prielaida, svarbu
nuolat sekti, ar ugdymas remiasi dvasingumu kaip
asmenybés tapsmo pagrindu, ar savo esme skiriasi
nuo gamtamokslinio pazinimo, ar i§vengia tokiam
pazinimuibiidingos standartizuotos, direktyvinéssis-
temos ivaizdzio. Kultiiros pozitiriu tai posiikis nuo
empirine patirtimi grindziamo santykio su pasauliu
prie dvasinés savirealizacijos supancioje aplinkoje
jtvirtinimo. Sis laikmegio kultiiros nulemtas poZia-
ris kelia savitas asmenybés ugdymo problemas. Ka-
dangi meno kiirinys ir meniné veikla fiksuoja dvasi-
nes vertybes ir konkretina jy apraiSkas, nagrinéjant
dvasingumo sklaidq ypac patogus yra meninis ugdy-
mas. Visa tai paskatino organizuoti jau trecia tarp-
tauting moksling konferencijg tema ,,Dvasingumo
sklaida meninio ugdymo realybé¢je®.

Konferencijos eiga. Konferencija vyko tris die-
nas (2008 04 02—-04) skirtingose vietose: Vilniaus
pedagoginiame universitete (2008 04 02), Siauliy
rajone, Kur§énuose (2008 04 03) ir Siauliy univer-
sitete (2008 04 04). Vilniaus pedagoginiame univer-
sitete konferencijos organizavimg kuravo Kataliky
tikybos katedros vedéjas doc. dr. A. Baniulis SJ,
dalyvius sveikino konferencijos mokslinio komite-
to pirmininkas rektorius akademikas A. Gaizutis,
organizacinio komiteto pirmininké LR Seimo nar¢
R. Baskiené, Istorijos fakulteto dekanas doc. dr.
E. Jovaisa. Siauliy rajone pagrindiné organizatoré
buvo Kultiiros skyriaus vedéja V. Juresiene, pasi-
saké LR Seimo naré R. Baskien¢, Siauliy rajono
meras R. Jakutis, Kur§ény miesto senitinas V. Ged-
montas, apskrities administracijos atstovai, sveciai
i§ kity rajony ir uZsienio valstybiy. Siauliy univer-
sitete konferencijos organizavimu ripinosi Meno
edukologijos katedros vedéja doc. dr. R. Gaucaite,
dalyvius sveikino LR Seimo naré R. Baskiené ir

Siauliai University
Vilnius College

THE TRADITION OF
SPIRITUALITY OF EDUCATION:
THEORY AND REALITY

Construing spirituality as a basis of a personality
and spread as a factor and precondition of maturity,
it is important always to follow whether education
is based on spirituality as a foundation of persona-
lity becoming, whether it essentially differs from
natural science cognition, and whether it avoids
the image of standardized and directive system,
characteristic to such cognition. From the cultural
standpoint it is a turn from the empirical experience
based relation with the world to the consolidation
of spiritual self-realization in the surrounding envi-
ronment. This standpoint, determined by the culture
of the period, raises distinctive problems of persona-
lity development. Because a piece of art and artistic
activity record spiritual values and concretize their
manifestations, artistic education is particularly con-
venient for the analysis of the spread of spirituality.
All of it encouraged to organise the already third
scientific conference about “The Spread of Spiritua-
lity in the Reality of Artisitc Education”.

Course of the conference. The conference lasted
three days (April 24", 2008) in different places:
at Vilnius Pedagogical University (April 2™, 2008),
in Kurdénai, Siauliai district (April 3%, 2008) and at
Siauliai Univeristy (April 4®, 2008). The organisa-
tion of the conference at Vilnius Pedagogical Uni-
versity was headed by the Head of the Department
of Catholic Education Assoc. Prof. Dr. A. Baniulis
SJ, the participants were welcomed by the Chaiman
of Scientific Committee of the conference Rector
Academician A. Gaizutis, the Chairman of the or-
ganisational committee, member of the Seimas of
the Republic of Lithuania R. Baskiené, the Dean of
the Faculty of History Assoc. Prof. Dr. E. Jovaisa.
In Siauliai district the conference was mainly orga-
nised by the Head of Department of Culture of the
municipality V. JureSiené, the speakers were the
member of the Seimas of the Republic of Lithuania
R. Baskiené, the Mayor of Siauliai district R. Jaku-
tis, the Ruler of Kur$énai Eldership V. Gedmontas,
the representatives of county administration, guests
from other districts and foreign countries. At Siau-
liai University the organisation of the conference
was headed by the Head of the Department of Art
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Edukologijos fakulteto dekané doc. dr. A. Kazlaus-
kiené¢. Konferencijos klausytojai (per tris dienas
apie 600) buvo universitety ir kolegijy déstytojai,
mokykluy mokytojai, studentai, o Kur§énuose daly-
vavo nemazai §io miesto gyventojuy bei atvykusiy
i§ Siauliy apskrities rajony kultiiros ir §vietimo dar-
buotoju.

Konferencijai pateikta per 50 pranesimy. Perskai-
tyti 46, tarp juy 24 skaité mokslo laipsnius ir vardus
turintys mokslininkai i§ septyniy Lietuvos aukstyju
mokykly. Pranes§imus skaité ir sveciai i§ Austrijos,
Latvijos, Lenkijos, Slovakijos, taip pat miisy politi-
kai, Bazny¢ios, Kultiiros ministerijos atstovai, me-
no srities specialistai, kulttiros darbuotojai, moky-
tojai. Kadangi dvasingumas pasireiskia visose zmo-
gaus gyvenimo srityse, nemaza dalis kalb&jusiyju
perzengé konferencijai numatytas meninio ugdymo
ribas ir dvasingumo sklaida nagrinéjo bendrame so-
ciokulttiriniame kontekste.

Tematikos bruoZai. PraneSimus siejo isitikini-
mas, kad dvasingumas yra bendra Zzmoniy savybe,
kad jis jvairiais biidais pasireiskia Zzmogaus aplin-
koje, kad jo sklaida koreguoja jvairts veiksniai. Re-
miantis Sia samprata aptarti teoriniai dvasingumo
aspektai, nagrinéta dvasingumo sklaidos praktika ir
perspektyva atsizvelgiant i aplinkos ypatybes ir kul-
tiiros raidos tendencijas.

Laikmecio kulttros poveiki dvasiniy vertybiy
sampratai aptaré¢ Vilniaus pedagoginio universi-
teto rektorius akademikas A. Gaizutis, dvasingu-
mo problemas Seimoje nagrinéjo LR Seimo naré
R. Baskiené. Dalis praneSimy buvo skirta asme-
nybés brandos priklausomybei nuo aplinkos (Siau-
liy vyskupas JE E. Bartulis), katalikiSkam poziiiriui
1 dvasinguma (prof. R. Dulskis, doc. A. Baniulis
SJ), religijos vaidmeniui socialiai prieSingose Sei-
mose (I. Ratnikaité). ISskirtiniu teoriniu naujumu
pasizyméjo praneSimai apie dvasingumo sklaidos
aspektus paradigmy sankirtoje (prof. V. Aramavi-
tekste (prof. E. MartiSauskiené), tarmés vaidmeni
skatinant dvasingumo sklaidg (prof. V. Vitkauskas).
Dvasingumas kaip Zmogaus stiprybés pamatas
nagrinétas apibiidinant { Sibirg iStremty lietuviy gy-
venima (prof. D. Klumbyte).

Gausus praneS$imy pluostas skirtas dvasingumo
apraiSkoms ugdymo praktikoje. Aptartas muzikinio
ugdymo (doc. Z. Rinkevicius), meno ir tikroves sa-
saju (J. Healy, Austrija), urbanizuotos aplinkos (doc.
R. Kondratiené) vaidmuo dvasingumo sklaidos pro-

Education Assoc. Prof. Dr. R. Gaucaite, the partici-
pants were welcomed by the member of the Seimas
of'the Republic of Lithuania R. Baskien¢ and the De-
an of the Faculty of Education Studies Assoc. Prof
Dr. A. Kazlauskiené. Conference audience (during
three days about 600) were lecturers of universities
and colleges, school teachers, students, and in Kur-
Sénai there were many Kursénai residents and visi-
ting culture and education staff from the districts of
Siauliai county.

Over 50 papers were submitted to the conferen-
ce. 46 papers were read, 24 of them were read by
the researchers with scientific degrees and names
from seven higher educational institutions of Litu-
ania. The papers were also read by the guests from
Austria, Latvia, Poland, Slovakia as well as by our
politicians, respresentatives of church, Ministry of
Culture, art specialists, people in culture, teachers.
Because spirituality manifests itself in all areas of
man’s activity, a considerable share of speakers
went beyond the limits of artistic education, projec-
ted for the conference, and analysed the spread of
spirituality in the general socio-cultural context.

Features of the topic. The papers were related
by the conviction that spirituality was a common pe-
ople’s feature, that it manifested itself in various wa-
ys in the man’s environment, and that its spread was
adjusted by various factors. Based on this concep-
tion, theoretical aspects of spirituality were discus-
sed, practice and perspective of the spread of spiri-
tuality, considering environmental peculiarities and
culture development tendencies, were analysed.

The impact of the culture of the period for the
conception of spiritual values was discussed by Rec-
tor of Vilnius Pedagogical University Academician
A. Gaizutis, spirituality problems in the family were
analysed by the member of the Seimas of the Re-
public of Lithuania R. Baskiené. Part of the papers
was dedicated to the dependence of personality’s
maturation on the environment (Siauliai bishop HE
E. Bartulis), catholic attitude to spirituality (Prof.
R. Dulskis, Assoc. Prof. A. Baniulis SJ), the role of
religion in socially differing families (I. Ratnikaite).
The papers that distinguished themselves by excep-
tional theoretical novelty discussed the aspects of
the spread of spirituality in the intersection of pa-
liarities in the context of modern challenges (Prof.
E. Martisauskien¢), the role of a dialect, promoting
the spread of spirituality (Prof. V. Vitkauskas). Spi-
rituality as a foundation of people’s strength was
analysed describing life of Lithuanians exiled to Si-
beria (Prof. D. Klumbyt¢).

A considerable number of papers was dedicated
to the manifestations of spirituality in the educatio-
nal practice. The role of music education (Assoc.
Prof. Z. Rinkevicius), of links between art and reali-
ty (J. Healy, Austria), and of urbanised environment
(doc. R. Kondratiené) in the process of the spread
of spirituality was discussed. The significance of
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cese. Nagrinéta netoli Siauliy esan¢io Kryziy kalno
(prof. A. Motuzas), arkivyskupo M. Reinio mecena-
toriSkos veiklos (doc. A. Vasiliauskiené) reik§mé
tautos savimonei. Dvasingumo sklaidos kontekste
vertinta tautodailés paskirtis Siuolaikinéje kultiiroje
(prof. V. Rimkus), zmogaus santykis su etnokulttira
(L. Seliukaité, Kultiros ministerija), regiono ir Salies
kultiiros sasajos (Siauliy rajono savivaldybés kul-
tiiros skyriaus vedéja V. Juresien¢), regiono kulttiros
reik§meé ugdant pilietiSkuma ir tautiSkuma (J. Bosas,
Siauliy apskrities vir§ininko administracija) ir kitos
problemos.

Aktualijos. Dvasingumo sklaidos problema néra
nauja. Taciau kintanti kultiira, visuomenés poreikiai
koreguoja sklaidos veiksnius ir net sistema. Siuo
pozitriu kiekvieno laikmecio kultiiroje problema
pasireiskia savitai ir iSlieka aktuali. Be to, specifi-
niy tiksly siekiancios institucijos savaip skatina dva-
singumo sklaida. Klausimas tik, kokia yra sklaidos
kokyb¢, kokios akcentuojamos ir kaip patikimai
itvirtinamos dvasinés vertybes. Todél optimizuojant
ugdyma reikalingos bendros visy institucijy pastan-
gos ir bendra dvasingumo sklaidos sistema.

Apzvelgus konferencijos rezultatus galima teig-
ti, kad ji, lyginant su anks¢iau vykusiomis, iSsiskyré
ir teoriniu, ir praktiniu naujumu. Atskleista dvasin-
gumo sklaidos sritis jprasminant asmens santyki
su urbanizuota aplinka (doc. R. Kondratiené, doc.
G. Palaityte), vertinant mokiniy dvasingumo veiks-
nius mokykloje (J. Baniené¢), liturginiy riby simbo-
Pasiteisino bandymas dalj konferencijos organizuo-
ti Siauliy rajone Kurénuose. Tai padéjo nagrinéti
dvasingumo apraiskas aplinkoje remiantis konkre-
Ciais faktais, reiskiniais, regiono kultira. Svarbu,
kad konferencijoje praneSimus skaité¢ nemazai i$
Sio krasto kilusiy mokslininky, etnokult@iros, meno
srities specialisty, visuomenés veikejuy, kurie, gerai
iSmanydami regiono istorija ir kultiira, konkretino
savitas dvasingumo sklaidos galimybes. Be to, vie-
na konferencijos diena Kur$énuose sujudino Siauliy
srities rajony kulttiros, Svietimo darbuotojus, miesto
visuomeng, sudomino didele klausytoju auditorija.
Prasmingi buvo mokslininky susitikimai su bendruo-
menémis Kursény krasto mokyklose. Todél galima
teigti, kad Siauliy rajono vadovy pastangos organi-
zuojant konferencija, mokykly vadovy, mokytojy,
mokslininky gera valia aiskiai paliudijo dvasingu-
mo sklaidos aktualuma ir praktines galimybes regio-
nuose bei jvairiuose visuomenés sluoksniuose.

I$skirtinis konferencijos akcentas buvo JE Siau-
liy vyskupo E. Bartulio aukotos §v. MiSios Kur§énu

the Hill of Crosses, located near Siauliai, (Prof.
A. Motuzas), of archbishop M. Reinys’ patron acti-
vity (Assoc. Prof. A. Vasiliauskiené) for the nation’s
self-awareness was analysed. In the context of the
spread of spirituality the purpose of folk art in mo-
dern culture (Prof. V. Rimkus), man’s relation with
ethno-culture (I. Seliukaité, Ministry of Culture),
links between region’s and country’s culture (Head
of the Department of Culture of the Siauliai district
municipality V. Juresiene), the importance of the re-
gion’s culture developing public spirit and national
feelings (J. Bosas, Siauliai County Governor’s Ad-
ministration) and other problems were appraised.

Topicalities. The problem of the spread of spiritu-
ality is not new. However, the changing culture and
the society’s needs adjust the factors of the spread
and even the whole system. In this respect in eve-
ry period’s culture the problem manifests itself dis-
tinctively and remains topical. Besides, institutions
seeking specific goals promote the spread of spiritu-
ality in their peculiar ways. However, the question
is what the quality of the spread is, what spiritual va-
lues are emphasized and how reliably they are con-
solidated. Therefore, the optimisation of education
requires joint efforts of all institutions and a general
system of the spread of spirituality.

The review of conference results enables us to
state that compared to previous conferences this con-
ference distinguished itself by both theoretical and
practical novelty. The area of the spread of spiritua-
lity, giving sense to a person’s relation with the ur-
banised environment (Assoc. Prof. R. Kondratiené,
Assoc. Prof. G. Palaityte), evaluating pupils’ spiri-
tuality factors at school (J. Baniené) and tradition
and purpose of symbolism of liturgical garments
(L. Bartkevicituté-Valiené) has been disclosed. The
attempt to organise part of the conference in Kur-
$énai (Siauliai district) served the purpose. This
enabled to analyse the manifestations of spirituality
in the environment based on concrete facts, pheno-
mena and region’s culture. It is important that con-
ference papers were read by quite a number of re-
searchers, ethno-culture and art specialists, public
men, descending from this location, who being well
aware of the region’s history and culture, concreti-
zed peculiar possibilities of the spread of spirituali-
ty. Besides, one conference day in KurSénai stirred
up culture and education staff of Siauliai area, the ci-
ty’s society, and aroused interest of a large listeners’
audience. The researchers’ meetings with the com-
munities of Kur$énai area schools were meaning-
ful. Therefore, it can be stated that the efforts of the
heads of Siauliai region organising the conference
and school heads’, teachers’ and researchers’ good
will clearly evidenced the topicality of the spread of
spirituality and practical possibilities in the regions
and various society layers.

An exceptional focus of the conference was
the Mass held by HE Siauliai bishop E.Bartulis in
Kursénai church; a pleasant surprise was the books
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baznycioje, maloni staigmena ir Kulttiros centre eks-
ponuotos i§ Sio krasto kilusiy rasytojuy knygos, moks-
lininky darbai, regiono etnokultiirai skirti leidiniai,
idomi tautodailés darby paroda. Visa tai jtikina, kad
sukurtas konferencijos rengimo modelis yra tinka-
mas gilinti dvasingumo sklaidos samprata ir tobulin-
ti praktika visuomenéje.

Perspektyva. Diskusiju metu akcentuota, kad
konferencija bty aktualu organizuoti ir kitose
aukstosiose mokyklose bei Salies regionuose, kur
klausytoju auditorijg sudaryty skirtingy profesijuy ir
visuomenés sluoksniy atstovai. Tai padéty iSsamiau
nagrinéti sociokultiirinés aplinkos palankuma dva-
singumo sklaidai, vertinti dvasingumo tendencijas
regiony kulttroje.

Pazyméta Siauliy rajono mokyklose vykusiu
mokslininky susitikimy su mokykly bendruo-
meneémis prasme ir biitinybé juos rengti ateityje. To-
kie susitikimai reik§mingi ne tik dvasingumo sklai-
dos, bet ir ugdymo tobulinimo pozitiriu: pasirodé,
kad aktyviausi klausytojai buvo tose mokyklose,
kur rengdamiesi susitikimui ugdytiniai nagrinéjo
dvasingumo problema, formulavo mokslininkams
klausimus, savaja dvasingumo sampratg iSdésté
net rasiniuose. Tai jau dvasingumo sampratos itvir-
tinimo akcija ir sklaidos procesas, kuris zymi, kad
konferencija yra tokio judéjimo veiksnys, o ne tik
problemos teorinio nagrinéjimo pretekstas.

Paaiskéjo, kad visuomengje suformuota ribota
dvasingumo ir jo paskirties samprata, kad dar vis
abejojama, ar dvasingumo sklaidg imanoma vertin-
ti kaip pedagoging problema, ar kalbéti apie dvasin-
gumg yra madinga, Siuolaikiska. Todél praneSimai
kélé klausytoju diskusijas.

Dvasingumo sklaidos problema ypac¢ svarbi mo-
kytojams, deéstytojams. Deja, didele dalis ju kol kas
mano, kad dvasingumas yra §ia problema nagriné-
janciy teoretiky ar teology reikalas. Taciau konfe-
rencijos praneSimuose akcentuota, kad tai bendra
ugdymo, ugdytojy rengimo, o ne kazkokiy ,,specia-
listy™ saviraiskos problema. Visa tai patvirtina, kad
problema pamazu atsiskleidzia, kad apie ja bent jau
diskutuojama.

Tikétina, kad mokslininky, pedagoguy, kulttros
veikéjy, valstybés instituciju bendros pastangos
keliant dvasingumo sklaidos problema padés huma-
nizuoti aplinka, laikotarpio kulttra, koreguoti ugdy-
mo kokybeg ir pertvarka.

written by the writers born in this area, researchers’
works, publications dedicated for the region’s et-
hno-culture, interesting exhibition of folk art works,
exhibited in the Centre of Culture. All of it convin-
ces that the created model of conference organisa-
tion is suitable for deepening the conception of the
spread of spirituality and for improving practice in
the society.

Perspective. The discussions emphasized that it
would be topical to organise the conference in other
higher educational institutions and in other regions
of the country, where the listeners’ audience would
consist of the representatives of different professions
and society’s layers. This would assist to analyse the
favourability of socio-cultural environment to the
spread of spirituality more comprehensively and eva-
luate spirituality tendencies in the regions’ culture.

The significance of researchers’ meetings with
school communities, which took place in the scho-
ols of Siauliai region, as well as the necessity to or-
ganise them in the future have been noted. Such me-
etings are significant not only from the standpoint
of the spread of spirituality but also from the stand-
point of education development — it was found that
the most active listeners were present in those scho-
ols where the learners, preparing for the meeting,
analysed the problem of spirituality, formulated
questions for the researchers, presented their indivi-
dual conception of spirituality even in their compo-
sitions. This is already an action consolidating the
conception of spirituality and a process of spread,
denoting that the conference is the factor of such mo-
vement and not only a pretext of theoretical analysis
of the problem.

It was found that the society had a limited con-
ception of spirituality and its purpose. It is still doub-
ted whether the spread of spirituality can be treated
as a pedagogical problem, and whether it is fashio-
nable, modern to talk about spirituality. Therefore,
the papers aroused listeners’ discussions.

The problem of the spread of spirituality is par-
ticularly topical for teachers, lecturers. However, a
considerable share of them so far thinks that spiritu-
ality is the matter of theoreticians who analyse this
problem or theologians. On the other hand, confe-
rence papers highlighted that this was a general pro-
blem of education, teacher education and not a pro-
blem of self-expression of some “specialists”. All of
it confirms that slowly the problem is unfolding and
that at least the discussion on this topic takes place.

It is believed that joint efforts of researchers, pe-
dagogues, people in culture and state institutions,
raising a problem of the spread of spirituality, will
assist to humanize the environment, the culture of
the period and adjust education quality and reform.
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